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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The study explores how Project Based Learning integrating with teaching and learning English Literature to promote active engagement, collaboration critical thinking and communication. Through Project Based activities learners are able to know the real life context. This approach allows the students to construct knowledge through experience and interaction which supports  deeper understanding. So Project Based Learning can be considered an effective pedagogical strategy for learning English  Literature and prepare students with required competencies for 21st century.
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Introduction
In the age of globalization and digitalization the students should possess knowledge equipping them with skills in the current era. Living in the 21st century requires a landscape of cognitive, interpersonal and practical proficiency. Learning English Literature fosters the students going beyond the literary texts by understanding dramas, poems, films, novels and this seems a powerful tool for developing global competencies. It develops students’ critical thinking, communication, empathy, cultural awareness and creativity in a rapidly changing world. The students learn different cultures of different periods, human experience values, and social issues which enable them to connect deeply with the world. Further, the learning of English Literature nurtures intellectual growth by interpreting, analyzing and evaluating literary works. The students could improve language skills, emotional intelligence and moral reasoning which shape the students to live in the global society actively. So the global objectives of learning English Literature cultivate academic development, holistic and personal development and shape individuals thoughtfully, responsibly and culturally
 The learning of English Literature makes students to analyze the texts critically , interpret from multiple dimension and able to understand historical and social context which are shaped  in literary works. Initially learning English Literature offer Linguistic proficiency and further it provides imaginative thinking, emotional intelligence and ethical reasoning, positioning the learner to travel in personal and social complexities. According to contemporary education English Literature is aligned with 21st century learning Skills such critical thinking , creativity, collaboration ,communication and digital literacy. To foster the 21st century learning skills in learning English Literature the pedagogy should support meaningfully and diversely. Among contemporary innovative pedagogical approach project based learning can be utilized to get positive out come to construct knowledge collaboratively  express their insights creatively and apply theoretical ideas in literary works. In Sri Lankan context it is essential to promote cognition , social creative capacity ad to offer an intellectual enrichments and  practical skills to be in the global world.
 Project Based Learning is effective in  promoting the learners’ motivation  and 21st century skills of communication  and collaboration among students.(Wongdaeng &Hajihama, 2018 ) Further Project based learning differs from traditional method and is interdisciplinary which allows the learners to use knowledge and skills to complete the project actively.

To develop critical thinking and interpretive skills

In learning English Literature Reading skills plays an important role in demonstrating critical thinking skills. According)By reading literary texts   the students are able to reflect their critical thinking I their activities and positive attitudes towards the use of literature activites for developing reading skills and critical thinking skills( Kaowiwattanakul 2021, Alshammari et al , 2019) According to Kaowiwattanakul ‘s activities (2021) , (1) Building schema knowledge (2) interacting with texts (3) creating initial response and interpretation (5)  evaluating interpretation the students could develop reading ability and critical thinking skills. “The students felt encouraged during their interactions with the literary texts to express their feelings and thoughts towards the characters and texts” (Kaowiwattanakul 2021)
“” Critical thinking in Literature study is identified as the process of analysis , self reflection and engagement with the altertity and imagination and understanding of society, culture and intercultural aspects” (Kaowiwattanakul 2021) 

 To enhance language proficiency through authentic texts
The four skills such as reading, writing, listening and speaking should be acquired in English language Learning. The literary texts provide materials to fulfill the skills.(Keshavarzi, 2012) According to Alshammari and Ahmed (2019) stated that the participants had positive attitudes about using interactive instruction with authentic literary texts such as novels in Saudi EFL reading classrooms. At the same time they faced some challenges for reading long texts due to lack of vocabulary
Palupi et al (2021) focuses to aware if student ability improves or not when they use English online novels to learn English to conduct qualitative research. The researcher used social media (Facebook). The results show that the students were able to improve the ability in grammar, pronunciation, social culture and vocabulary.”




To promote Cultural awareness and intercultural competence
The learning  Literature connects culture through language , so the students could improve cultural awareness by giving new world, different time, locations and customs(Armstrong,2015), in particularly “culture, being a inter disciplinary core, offers several perspectives that ELT can also approach such as artistic discourse, social conventions, and reflexive impacts.”(Cruz,2010) It provides an intercultural experience. “ Culture, o the other hand, offers an interdisciplinary field that includes artistic discourses , social conventions and reflexive impacts. It opens the door for students to increase their knowledge of the target culture as the can contemplate and how critically comment on people’s way of life, values , attitudes and beliefs and regards how these elements manifest in linguistic categories and form.”(Cruz 2010) In general, students were able to think more critically about each story by making cultural comparisons to characters various items found in the stories or even other patterns”(Armstrong,2015). The recognitions supports the students to examine the text critically and able to understand their world in a different view point.
According to Puig (2019) Intercultural competence plays a vital role to communicate effectively in intercultural situation and it supports to develop appropriate relationship with in diverse cultural context. The students gets interest  in encouraging familiarity with traditions, values by experiencing different  cultures in the context.  So the students could improve intercultural communication skills as well. Further the students gets curiosity and discover other cultures and stereotyping individuals.
The students could understand the way of life, cultural discipline sand nourshing relationship from the context of language. “ What authors like Irving Welsh, Jeseph Conrad or Mark Twain have in common is that their literary works reconstruct the way language is spoken in geopolitical context. These reconstruction provide the students with good idea of how language is used”(Cruz,2010)
To foster creativity and imagination
According to Adam and Babike ( 2015) learning English Literature provides language proficiency , grammatical accuracy , critical reading skills, pronunciation and artistic expression. The students learn literary techniques, figure of speech and creative imagination. The students learn literary techniques, figure of speech  and creative imagination. The exposure of literary text , genres and language development promote the students to write short stories, poems and dramatic scenes. The literature based instructions plays an important in developing creative writing abilities. Thomson’s  (2018)relational and aesthetic theory of organizational creativity relates that creativity is socially embedded process rather than individual cognitive achievement. The process of creativity  can occur by integrating   aesthetics, imagination and social practice by restoring active generative role of mind.
 To cultivate empathy and emotional intelligence
The role of English Literature makes the students to develop empathy and emotional intelligence through fictional characters, real life situation and emotional experience. According Pidhurska and Holubovskat (2024) “ emotional intelligence is considered as the ability to recognize, navigate, and manage others feelings and emotions , as well as the ability to understand the state  and mood” When the students are engaged in literature related activities  such as reading novel, discussion they could develop emotional regulations, self-awareness, interpersonal understanding. Tirgany and Ghorbani ( 2025) stated that “ Fiction reading habits and emotional intelligence significantly with mindfulness serving  as a critical mediating mechanism” 


To strength aesthetic appreciation
Through English Literature “ Using linguistic and aesthetic approaches can enrich students’ learning experiences and foster a deeper engagement with language” ( Efendi et al, 2024). The students could aware beauty of language, rhythm, imagery and emotional depth. The students are able to value  the artistic way of language  from metaphor, irony, narrative voice and make them to express the human experience artistically and sensitively from their appreciation of artistic creativity. “ Aesthetically poetry  allows students to explore their feelings and emotions and enhance their appreciation of the beauty of different languages  and culture” ( Efendi et al, 2024)
Basically English Literature supports to develop aesthetic appreciation by the exposure of language expression , narrative structure, symbolism and stylistic creativity. Through poetry, drama, prose the students could appreciate beauty of language, rhythm, imagery and emotional depth. “  Aesthetic approaches can enriches students’ learning experiences and foster a deeper engagement with language.” ( Efendi R et al, 2024)Then they are able to value the artistic way of expression of language from metaphor , irony, tone  narrative voice and make them to express artistically and sensitively in communication about human experience from their appreciation of artistic creativity. “ When literary appreciation skills are enhanced the better , the students can manifest a higher level of knowledge in literature reading . This will allow students to understand better the human emotions, insights ,themes, and ideas and significant human experiences conveyed in different literary texts” (Magulor, 2018)  



 To encourage personal and social development
English Literature foster personal development through self reflection, identify formation   and emotional awareness. The readers are able to examine their own values, empathy, confidence, beliefs and experiences by the exposure of fictional characters in  English Literature. English Literature portrays moral dilemmas, emotional conflicts and  psychological struggle enhances reader’s inner world and self- awareness critically. Larsson  (2017)  mentioned that basically reader-response theory, particularly Judith and Aidan Chamber’ Tell me approach , the students create meaning through interaction between the reader and the text and literary experience give emotional , social and cognitive development. From the development emotional maturity, ethical decision making and developing well-rounded personality are developed. So English Literature transforms reader by shaping personal identity and strengthening character.
 To develop communication and collaboration skill
The communication skills is enhanced by vocabulary, syntactic awareness, pragmatic competence, such as conversational implication and politeness strategies, pronunciation, fluency and intonation by literature. Literary studies make the  students to improve critical thinking , emotional expression and cultural understanding. So the students improve verbal and non- verbal communication. The activities such as discussion, debates  story telling, interpretive activities in literature learning promotes active learning and using of language. “By getting to grips with the essence of literary text, language  learners can acquire a deeper understanding of syntactic and lexical forms embedded  in the language, thereby enhancing their communication competence besides their linguistic proficiency. The carefully selected works of English Literature, from different genres, represented a variety of communication skills including linguistic and stylistic devices that the authors invested into build a rapport between the audience and the writer. This process that communication skills could be refined through the medium of studying literary works” ( Abdulrahman M A, 2025)

Project Based Learning
Project Based Learning is an instructional approach including learning activities . Further it provides an experience in real- life situations .( Puangpunsi,2010) . “ Students can have some  autonomy    to work collaboratively with their peers over considerable amount of time conducting  their projects under supervision and facilitation    of their teachers to produce authentic products  or presentations. Strong collaboration          and working skills  would help them create practical and useful projects”.(Wongdaeng &Hajihama, 2018) . Puangpunsi  N C  stated that  PBL provides ‘ a cooperative learning environment, enhancing better confidence and broadening the learning opportunity, motivates students to participate in learning   activities and meet the goals of learning.’ So the learners get better confidence. Further, “Project-based activity engaged them to develop collaboration and team work skills, flexibility and adaptability skills and increased better level of responsibility in learning.” So learners could overcome some difficulties in learning as well. According to  Du X & Han J C (2016), PBL is positive beneficial effect on the student academic achievements such as language skills, critical thinking and knowledge acquirements.   Ka W et al ( 2023) drew the findings from the following characterization which are ‘way of thinking’ ( Creativity, critical thinking, problem- solving , metacognition), ways  of working ( communication, collaboration) tools for working ( Information literacy, ICT literacy) and living in the world (local and global citizenship, life and career skills, personal and social responsibility, including cultural awareness and competence) . So PBL provides linguistic proficiency, critical thinking, interdisciplinary learning, motivation which prepare the students for the complexities of the today’s world. 
Conclusion
Project-based learning is a powerful transformative approach in learning English Literature and it makes the learner to engage with the text actively and meaningfully. Learning English Literature requires deep comprehension of complex themes, character, historical and cultural contexts narrative technique and symbolism. Further the learners should develop critical literacy and high- order thinking align with 21st century skills such as critical thinking , creativity, communication, collaboration, problem solving, autonomy and digital literacy in the present era. So the project-based learning facilitates the learner to foster intellectual curiosity equipping with literacy insights and transferable competency which are essential in  the modern era.
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