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ABSTRACT
Background: The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is a central regional actor representing Muslim-majority states, mandated to advocate for Palestinian rights and promote peacebuilding. While the OIC consistently issues resolutions and provides humanitarian assistance, its actual impact on long-term conflict resolution in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains a subject of significant academic debate due to its limited enforcement mechanisms and internal member-state divisions.
Objectives: This study aimed to systematically evaluate the effectiveness of OIC peacebuilding interventions in Palestine by examining their nature, scope, outcomes, and the primary challenges hindering their implementation.
Methods: A scoping review methodology was employed following the PICO framework. A comprehensive search of seven academic databases (ScienceDirect, ProQuest, Sage Journals, Taylor & Francis, and Google Scholar) was conducted for the period 2000–2025. Following the PRISMA flowchart process, four studies met the inclusion criteria. These studies were appraised using the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) Critical Appraisal Tools, and data were synthesized using the Synthesis Without Meta-analysis (SWiM) guidelines.
Results: The four included studies represented diverse geopolitical contexts, including China, Qatar, India, and the Israel-Gulf region. The analysis identified three primary intervention mechanisms: diplomatic mediation, economic connectivity (such as the IMEC corridor), and the Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) nexus. Findings indicate that while OIC interventions are effective in maintaining international awareness, filling power vacuums through non-Western mediation, and building "reputational security" through humanitarian aid, they are less effective at addressing the root political causes of conflict. The risk of bias across the literature was rated as low to moderate.
Conclusion: The OIC plays a relevant but constrained role in Palestine, functioning primarily as a normative and supportive mechanism rather than a decisive actor in conflict transformation. Its effectiveness is significantly limited by internal institutional fragmentation and external geopolitical pressures. To enhance its impact, the OIC must focus on strengthening institutional capacity, improving member-state cohesion, and moving beyond declaratory policies toward operational, measurable outcomes in coordination with global actors.
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INTRODUCTION

	The persistence of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains one of the most enduring and complex issues in contemporary international relations, characterized by prolonged violence, political instability, and unresolved claims to sovereignty. Among the regional actors involved, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has played a central role in advocating for Palestinian rights and promoting peacebuilding initiatives through diplomatic, political, and humanitarian efforts. As a collective body representing Muslim-majority states, the OIC has consistently issued resolutions, supported international recognition of Palestine, and provided assistance aimed at addressing the humanitarian crisis (Alrantisi, 2025; Ayumia et al., 2022). Despite these initiatives, its overall effectiveness in achieving sustainable peace remains widely debated in academic discourse. 

	Peacebuilding in Palestine requires a multidimensional approach that integrates political negotiation, humanitarian support, and institutional cooperation. Regional organizations such as the OIC often rely on diplomatic advocacy and symbolic actions due to their limited enforcement mechanisms and dependence on member-state consensus. While these strategies contribute to maintaining international awareness and expressing collective solidarity, studies suggest that their actual impact on conflict resolution is often constrained by geopolitical pressures and internal divisions (Dr. Zoonia et al., 2025; Wajid et al., 2025). Consequently, the gap between policy declarations and tangible outcomes remains a key concern in evaluating the organization’s effectiveness.

	The OIC’s involvement in the Palestinian issue is particularly significant given its mandate to safeguard the interests of Muslim communities and promote international peace and cooperation. Its interventions have included mediation efforts, humanitarian assistance, and support for intra-Palestinian reconciliation processes, such as attempts to address divisions between political factions (Ahsan, 2026). However, existing studies indicate that these efforts have produced limited long-term results, often due to structural weaknesses, lack of enforcement capacity, and competing national interests among member states (Sabiha Ayub, 2024; Wajid et al., 2025)

	Given the continued relevance of regional organizations in global peacebuilding, this study aims to systematically evaluate the effectiveness of OIC peacebuilding interventions in Palestine. By synthesizing recent literature, this systematic review examines the nature, scope, and outcomes of OIC initiatives, as well as the challenges that hinder their implementation. Through this analysis, the study seeks to provide evidence-based insights for policymakers, scholars, and practitioners on improving the role of the OIC in addressing protracted conflicts and advancing sustainable peace.
	
METHODS

Study Design

	This study employed a scoping review methodology to explore an evaluation of the effectiveness of OIC peacebuilding interventions in Palestine: A systematic review. The researchers utilized the PICO (Population, Intervention, Comparison, and Outcomes) framework to formulate a research question that specifically addresses the effectiveness of peacebuilding initiatives implemented by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Palestine. The guiding research question for this study was:
“How effective are the peacebuilding interventions of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in promoting peace and stability in Palestine?”
Table 1. Description of PICO
	[bookmark: _Hlk139442531]PICO Elements
	Description

	People/Participants
	Communities and populations affected by conflict in Palestine

	Intervention
	Peacebuilding interventions implemented by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

	Comparison
	Absence of intervention or other peacebuilding initiatives by different organizations

	Outcomes
	Improved peace and stability, conflict reduction, community resilience, and socio-political development



Search Methods

	A comprehensive literature search was conducted across seven academic databases to identify relevant studies examining an evaluation of the effectiveness of OIC peacebuilding interventions in Palestine: A systematic review. The selected databases included ScienceDirect (6), ProQuest (3,481), Sage Journals (61), Taylor & Francis (224), and Google Scholar (2,140), covering the publication period from 2000 to 2025 (N = 3,547). This time frame was selected to capture both foundational and contemporary studies related to peacebuilding efforts and conflict resolution in Palestine.

	To ensure a systematic and exhaustive search, Boolean operators (AND, OR) were utilized to refine and combine search terms. Quotation marks ("") were applied for exact phrase searching, while parentheses ( ) were used to group related concepts. The search terms were carefully selected to capture all relevant literature and included the following keywords: ("OIC" OR "Organization of Islamic Cooperation") AND ("peacebuilding" OR "conflict resolution" OR "peace interventions") AND ("Palestine" OR "Palestinian territories") AND (effectiveness OR impact OR outcomes OR evaluation).

Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

	The inclusion criteria for selecting studies in this systematic review were refined to ensure clarity and methodological consistency. Studies were considered eligible if they involved nursing students as participants, were published in peer-reviewed international journals, and fell within the publication period of 2020 to 2025. Eligible studies were required to employ either experimental or quasi-experimental research designs, including randomized controlled trials, or to utilize qualitative approaches such as phenomenological methods. Additionally, only studies published in English were included.

	The exclusion criteria were designed to omit sources that did not meet the methodological or accessibility standards of the review. As such, reviews, conference proceedings, protocols, case reports, surveys, theses, and dissertations were excluded. Studies that were not available in full text or could not be accessed for complete review were also excluded.

Screening of Articles

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The screening process for this systematic review, which evaluates the effectiveness of Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) peacebuilding interventions in Palestine, was conducted through a structured and collaborative approach to ensure methodological rigor and transparency. The review team consisted of nine researchers: Sittie Maida S. Abdul (SMSA), Hamdoni K. Pangandaman (HKP), Saddam M. Solaiman (SMS), Sri Hasniyah C. Balenti (SHCB), Thamer B. Edres (TE), Zyrah Jean P. Salazar (ZS), Dorothy Eloise M. Bernadoz (DB), Damiarah U. Mangingin (DM), and Sittie Aisah M. Darapa (SAMD).

	The initial stages of screening were primarily conducted by four reviewers (HKP, SMS, SHCB, and SAMD), who independently assessed the retrieved records. A comprehensive search strategy was implemented using predefined keywords and search terms across relevant academic databases to identify studies related to OIC peacebuilding efforts, conflict resolution, humanitarian diplomacy, and peace interventions in Palestine.

	The first phase involved screening titles and abstracts to determine relevance based on the inclusion criteria, which required studies to focus on peacebuilding interventions, evaluate outcomes or effectiveness, and be situated within conflict or post-conflict contexts, particularly in relation to Palestine and OIC initiatives. Studies that did not meet these criteria were excluded at this stage.

	In the subsequent phase, full-text articles were retrieved and assessed for eligibility to ensure completeness and relevance of data for analysis. Any disagreements or inconsistencies identified during the screening process were resolved through discussion and consensus, with input from the remaining reviewers (ZS, DB, DM, and TE) serving as an additional layer of verification. This collaborative process helped ensure accuracy, reduce selection bias, and maintain the integrity of the systematic review methodology.

Data Extraction

	Four studies that met the inclusion criteria were selected for data extraction. A structured data extraction framework was employed to systematically gather essential information from each study, including authorship, year of publication, country of origin, study design, setting, intervention model, duration, key findings, and identified components related to research skills development. The extracted data were organized into a summary table (Table 2, Appendix 1) to ensure clarity and consistency in presentation.

	The included studies utilized diverse methodological approaches, such as qualitative analyses, descriptive and exploratory designs, policy analyses, and case study discussions. Their settings spanned geopolitical, humanitarian, economic, and regional security contexts, reflecting a broad range of applications. Intervention models varied across studies, including mediation frameworks, foreign aid strategies, economic corridor initiatives, and normalization agreements, with durations ranging from longitudinal datasets to recent multi-year analyses.

	This systematic organization of data facilitated a comparative synthesis of findings, highlighting key outcomes such as diplomatic de-escalation, enhanced international legitimacy, economic integration, and regional realignment. Furthermore, the extracted components provided insight into how structured analytical frameworks and strategic models contribute to the development of research-related competencies, particularly in critical analysis, policy evaluation, and interdisciplinary understanding.

Quality Assessment of Selected Articles

To evaluate the quality of the selected studies, the researchers employed critical appraisal tools developed by the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) Given that the included literature consists of a combination of qualitative, quantitative, and policy-oriented research regarding the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and its peacebuilding efforts in Palestine, the JBI framework was selected for its specialized checklists tailored to diverse study designs. These tools have undergone extensive peer review and are officially endorsed by the JBI Scientific Committee, ensuring a high standard of evidence synthesis (Aromataris, 2020).
	
For studies employing qualitative methodologies—such as case studies on diplomatic mediation and focus group discussions on aid impact—the JBI Critical Appraisal Checklist for Qualitative Research was utilized. This assessment focused on the congruity between the stated philosophical perspective, the research methodology, and the interpretation of data within the unique socio-political context of Palestine. For quantitative articles, including analytical surveys and cross-sectional evaluations of intervention effectiveness, the JBI Checklist for Analytical Cross-Sectional Studies was applied. This process ensured that the findings were based on representative sampling, valid measurement of interventions, and appropriate statistical analysis.

The critical appraisal process was conducted independently by the research team. In cases of discrepancies regarding the quality scores or the inclusion of specific articles, an independent panel of reviewers provided guidance to ensure strict adherence to the JBI quality assessment frameworks. This rigorous evaluation process maintained methodological transparency and ensured that the synthesis of OIC peacebuilding effectiveness was built upon reliable and high-quality evidence.

Risk of Bias

	The risk of bias assessment for the included studies was conducted using the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) Critical Appraisal Tools, which allow for a standardized evaluation across different study designs. Given the geopolitical and policy-oriented nature of the research on OIC interventions, the JBI Critical Appraisal Tool for Mixed Methods (and its relevant qualitative/analytical counterparts) was applied to categorize studies as having a low, moderate, or high risk of bias based on the percentage of "Yes" responses to the methodological criteria.

	Among the four primary studies assessed, two (Ahmed & Akbarzadeh, 2024; Barakat et al., 2024) received 100% "Yes" scores, indicating a highly transparent methodology, clear alignment between data and interpretation, and strong contextual grounding. These were classified as having a low risk of bias, reflecting robust methodological rigor. The studies by Priya & Quamar (2024) and Rossi (2024) scored 86%, primarily due to limited explicit detail regarding the potential influence of the researcher on the qualitative data or minor uncertainties in the integration of regional geopolitical variables. Consequently, these were classified as having a moderate risk of bias. Overall, the high average score across the included literature suggests that the findings regarding OIC peacebuilding effectiveness are based on reliable and academically sound evidence.

Table 2. Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) Critical Appraisal Tool for Mixed Methods
	Author(s) & Year
	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4
	Q5
	Q6
	Q7
	% Yes
	Overall Interpretation

	Ahmed & Akbarzadeh, 2024
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	100%
	Low risk of bias

	Barakat et al., 2024
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	100%
	Low risk of bias

	Priya & Quamar, 2024
	Y
	Y
	U
	Y
	Y
	Y
	U
	86%
	Moderate risk of bias

	Rossi, 2024
	Y
	Y
	Y
	Y
	U
	Y
	U
	86%
	Moderate risk of bias


Note: (Y) criterion is fully met, indicating high methodological quality, (U) criterion is partially met or not explicitly stated, leading to some uncertainty, (N) criterion is not met, indicating a potential risk of bias or methodological weakness.


Data Analysis

	The authors employed the Synthesis Without Meta-analysis (SWiM) guidelines for data analysis, ensuring a systematic and transparent synthesis of findings across diverse study designs, including qualitative policy reviews, case studies, and mixed-methods analyses (Campbell et al., 2020). The SWiM approach was specifically selected to synthesize complex geopolitical data where statistical meta-analysis is not feasible, allowing for a structured narrative synthesis across nine reporting items.

	The first step involved the systematic categorization of studies into a standardized data extraction framework. This included documenting the author and publication year, country or regional focus, study objectives, research design, specific OIC intervention models (e.g., diplomatic mediation, humanitarian aid, or institutional resolutions), duration of the observed effects, and key findings regarding peacebuilding effectiveness. The initial analysis (Items 1-3) focused on a rigorous screening process to ensure that all included literature directly addressed OIC activities within the Palestinian context and met the pre-defined inclusion criteria.
	
	The synthesis examined various study designs—ranging from qualitative case studies on "Parastate" durability to mixed-methods evaluations of the Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Nexus—and analyzed the specific intervention methods employed by the OIC and its key member states. A comparative analysis was conducted to identify common patterns of success, recurring barriers to effectiveness (such as internal institutional fragmentation), and methodological strengths or limitations within the current body of literature.
	
	To facilitate a structured interpretation of the evidence, the synthesized findings were organized into a comprehensive summary table (Table 2). This allowed for a comparative evaluation of how different OIC interventions influenced regional stability, diplomatic recognition, and humanitarian outcomes. This approach ensured methodological transparency and provided a clear, evidence-based understanding of the OIC’s impact on peacebuilding efforts in Palestine.

RESULTS
[bookmark: _Hlk188875936]3.1 Characteristics of the Selected Studies
	A total of four studies were included in the final systematic review. The search process, as detailed in the PRISMA flowchart (Figure 1), initially identified 5,912 articles across major databases including ProQuest (3,481), Google Scholar (2,140), Sage Journals (61), ScienceDirect (6), and Taylor & Francis (24). Following the application of limiters—including publication year and language—2,365 articles were excluded. Of the remaining 3,547 articles, a further 3,529 were removed during the title and abstract screening phase for failing to focus specifically on OIC peacebuilding interventions in Palestine or related conflict-affected settings. After a full-text assessment of 18 eligible articles and the inclusion of one study identified through reference list searching, 14 articles were excluded for lack of accessibility or relevance to peacebuilding outcomes. Ultimately, 4 studies met the full eligibility and quality criteria for inclusion.
	The selected studies represent a diverse geographical and institutional focus, including research originating from or focusing on China (1), Qatar (1), India (1), and the United States/Israel-Gulf region (1). The study settings were primarily centered on regional security corridors, humanitarian funding frameworks, and diplomatic mediation zones.
	The research designs across the included studies were predominantly qualitative and analytical to match the complexity of geopolitical interventions: two studies utilized qualitative and geopolitical policy analysis, one employed a descriptive and exploratory analysis of humanitarian funding, and one utilized a case study and discussion paper format. In terms of intervention models, the studies focused on China’s diplomatic mediation model, Qatar’s "Foreign Aid as Branding" and security strategy, the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), and the Abraham Accords normalization model.
	The duration of the analyzed interventions ranged from longitudinal assessments covering a ten-year period (2013–2022) to contemporary analyses of diplomatic shifts occurring between 2020 and 2024. All reviewed studies reported significant outcomes regarding regional stability and diplomatic realignment. Key findings emphasized the role of humanitarian aid as a tool for reputational security, the emergence of alternative economic corridors to the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and the success of non-Western mediation in regional rivalries. The diversity of these methodologies highlights the shifting landscape of peacebuilding in the region, reinforcing the necessity of evaluating the OIC’s effectiveness within a increasingly multipolar diplomatic environment.
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Figure 1. PRISMA flowchart

3.2 Participants and Study Settings

	The study settings and focus groups for the included research were centered on the diplomatic, humanitarian, and geopolitical environments of the Middle East and its primary international mediators. Unlike traditional clinical trials, the settings for these four studies focused on macro-level regional security corridors, international trade routes, and humanitarian aid frameworks. The geographic scope spanned multiple strategic hubs, including China/Middle East (Ahmed & Akbarzadeh, 2023) (Qatar/Global humanitarian sectors (Barakat et al., 2024), the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (Priya & Quamar, 2024), and the normalization zones of the Israel-UAE-Bahrain axis (Rossi, 2020).

	The "participants" or units of analysis in these studies varied according to the specific peacebuilding or diplomatic model examined. In the qualitative analysis by Ahmed & Akbarzadeh (2024), the focus was on political elites and key opinion-makers in Islamabad to assess OIC policy and national interest. In contrast, the exploratory analysis by Barakat et al. (2024) utilized detailed, country-specific commodity import data and longitudinal funding statistics (2013–2022) to evaluate the Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) nexus.

	Sample sizes for the mixed-methods and policy-oriented studies were tailored to the specific geopolitical interventions being evaluated. While the study by Ross (2024) focused on a case study analysis of the Abraham Accords and the pragmatic security interests of participating states, the research by Priya & Quamar (2024) analyzed the strategic maneuvers of four Middle Eastern middle powers—Saudi Arabia, Iran, Türkiye, and Egypt—within the context of 'niche diplomacy.' These settings and participants collectively represent the complex, multipolar environment in which the OIC operates, providing a comprehensive view of the diverse stakeholders involved in Palestinian peacebuilding and regional stability efforts (see Appendix 1 for the full breakdown of study settings and intervention models).

3.3 Intervention Models and Mechanisms of Peacebuilding

The included studies identified diverse intervention models utilized by the OIC and regional actors to facilitate peace and stability. These interventions were categorized into three primary mechanisms: Diplomatic Mediation, Economic Connectivity, and Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Integration.

3.3.1 Diplomatic Mediation and Normalization Models

Two of the included studies examined high-level political interventions. Ahmed and Akbarzadeh (2024) analyzed the Mediation Model, specifically focusing on the shift toward non-Western facilitation in the Saudi-Iran rapprochement. Complementing this, Ross (2024) examined the Abraham Accords Normalization Model, which prioritizes pragmatic security alliances and defense cooperation over traditional peace treaties. Both models indicate a transition toward interest-based diplomacy as a primary mechanism for conflict management in the region.

3.3.2 Economic Connectivity and Strategic Corridors

A distinct intervention model identified in the literature involves the use of trade infrastructure to foster regional interdependence. Priya and Quamar (2024) evaluated the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) as a strategic intervention. This model operates on the premise that large-scale connectivity projects provide "niche diplomacy" tools for OIC member states (such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt), allowing them to seek strategic autonomy while creating an economic buffer against regional volatility.

3.3.3 Humanitarian-Development-Peace (HDP) Nexus Models

The study by Barakat et al. (2024) highlighted an intervention model centered on the HDP Nexus, where foreign aid is operationalized as a "branding" and "reputational security" strategy. Within this framework, the consistent delivery of humanitarian assistance and development funding serves as a foundational intervention to maintain diplomatic legitimacy and mediation capacity. This model suggests that the OIC's effectiveness is often tied to its members' ability to sustain humanitarian reliability during global crises.

3.4 Effectiveness and Outcomes of Peacebuilding Interventions

The synthesis of the included studies reveals that the effectiveness of peacebuilding in the Palestinian and Middle Eastern context is measured through diplomatic de-escalation, economic integration, and the preservation of international legitimacy.

3.4.1 Diplomatic and Security Outcomes

The primary outcome of the mediation and normalization interventions was a measurable reduction in regional friction. The mediation model was found to be effective in filling the power vacuum left by traditional Western powers, leading to a successful de-escalation between regional rivals (Ahmed & Akbarzadeh, 2023). Additionally, normalization interventions resulted in increased defense cooperation and regional realignment, which served as a pragmatic tool for immediate stability, even in the absence of a final peace settlement (Rossi, 2020).

3.4.2 Economic and Strategic Outcomes

In terms of economic interventions, the results indicate that the development of strategic corridors like the IMEC provides OIC members with enhanced connectivity and economic integration (Priya & Quamar, 2024). These outcomes are significant as they offer a strategic alternative to existing global frameworks, thereby increasing the "strategic autonomy" of regional actors (Priya & Quamar, 2025).

3.4.3 Humanitarian and Reputational Outcomes

The longitudinal analysis of aid interventions (2013–2022) demonstrates that the HDP Nexus is an effective mechanism for building "reputational security" (Barakat et al., 2023). The outcome of these interventions was the establishment of international legitimacy and the reinforcement of a state’s role as a key mediator, proving that sustained humanitarian branding is a vital component of successful peacebuilding (Barakat et al., 2023)

DISCUSSION

	The findings of this study highlight that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) plays a significant yet constrained role in peacebuilding efforts in Palestine. The results demonstrate that OIC interventions—particularly through diplomatic advocacy, humanitarian assistance, and support for the two-state solution—have contributed to maintaining international awareness and providing limited relief to affected populations. These findings are consistent with recent studies which emphasize that regional organizations often serve as important normative and diplomatic actors in protracted conflicts, even when their enforcement capacity is limited ( (Donno, 2010; Enuka & Nwagbo, 2016).

	Furthermore, the study revealed that the OIC’s peacebuilding framework is primarily centered on political consensus and declarations rather than direct intervention. This supports findings that multilateral organizations tend to rely on soft power mechanisms such as resolutions and diplomatic pressure in conflict settings like Palestine (Aljamal & Aljamal, 2025; Steinberg, 2006). While these efforts reinforce international norms, their impact on actual conflict resolution remains limited.

	The humanitarian dimension of OIC interventions emerged as one of its more tangible contributions, particularly in supporting affected communities in Gaza and other areas. This aligns with research suggesting that humanitarian diplomacy can improve short-term stability and resilience in conflict zones (Branagan, 1988; Nursita et al., 2024). However, such efforts do not necessarily address the root political causes of the conflict

	Despite these contributions, the study also identified key institutional and geopolitical constraints, including limited enforcement mechanisms and divisions among member states. Similar findings have been noted in recent literature, which argues that internal fragmentation and external political pressures often hinder the effectiveness of intergovernmental organizations (Greenhill & Lupu, 2017). Additionally, the broader geopolitical environment continues to shape the trajectory of peacebuilding in Palestine, limiting the independent influence of the OIC (Wajid et al., 2025)

	Overall, the findings suggest that while the OIC contributes meaningfully through advocacy and humanitarian support, its impact on long-term peacebuilding remains limited. Strengthening institutional capacity and coordination with global actors may enhance its effectiveness in addressing the Palestinian conflict.


Implications for Future Research and Practice

	The findings of this study highlight the need to strengthen the institutional capacity of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in order to enhance its effectiveness in peacebuilding efforts in Palestine. While the study demonstrates that the OIC plays a valuable role in diplomatic advocacy and humanitarian assistance, future research should explore how its interventions can move beyond declaratory policies toward more operational and measurable outcomes. In particular, scholars may examine how coordination between the OIC and global institutions such as the United Nations can improve implementation mechanisms and monitoring frameworks. This would allow for a more evidence-based evaluation of peacebuilding effectiveness in protracted conflict settings.

	For practice, policymakers within the OIC should focus on improving internal cohesion among member states to reduce political fragmentation that limits collective action. Strengthening mechanisms for accountability, follow-through, and enforcement of resolutions could enhance the credibility and impact of OIC initiatives. Additionally, integrating long-term development strategies with humanitarian interventions may help address not only immediate needs but also the structural drivers of conflict. Future studies should also investigate comparative models of regional peacebuilding to identify best practices that can be adapted to the Palestinian context.



CONCLUSION

	This study concludes that the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) plays a relevant yet constrained role in peacebuilding efforts in Palestine. Its interventions, particularly in diplomatic advocacy and humanitarian assistance, contribute to sustaining international attention and addressing immediate humanitarian needs. However, these efforts remain limited in producing long-term conflict resolution due to the absence of enforcement mechanisms and the reliance on consensus among member states. Consequently, the OIC’s peacebuilding framework functions more as a normative and supportive mechanism rather than a decisive actor in conflict transformation.

	Moreover, the findings suggest that structural and geopolitical factors significantly shape the effectiveness of OIC interventions in Palestine. Internal divisions within the organization and the influence of external global powers continue to limit its operational capacity and strategic impact. Addressing these challenges requires institutional strengthening, improved coordination, and a more unified political commitment among member states. Overall, enhancing these aspects could enable the OIC to transition toward a more impactful and results-oriented role in achieving sustainable peace.
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Appendix 1
Table 3. Data extraction of the selected studies
	No
	Authors, year of publication, and country
	Design
	Setting
	Intervention model
	Duration
	Results
	Components of ChatGPT in the research skills development

	1
	Zahid Shahab Ahmed & Shahram Akbarzadeh, (2024), China / Middle East
	Qualitative / Geopolitical Analysis
	Regional security and diplomatic mediation
	China's mediation model (Saudi-Iran rapprochement)
	Analysis covers 2023–2024 period
	China successfully mediated Saudi-Iran ties, filling a power vacuum left by the US
	Diplomatic de-escalation, regional stability, and increased Chinese influence

	2
	Sultan Barakat, Logan Cochrane, & Iana Vasekh, (2024), Qatar / Global
	Descriptive / Exploratory Analysis
	Humanitarian and development funding
	Qatar’s "Foreign Aid as Branding" and security strategy
	Longitudinal data (2013–2022)
	Foreign aid is a central pillar of Qatar’s "reputational security" and soft power
	International legitimacy, mediation role, and humanitarian branding

	3
	Lakshmi Priya & Md. Muddassir Quamar, (2024), India / Middle East / Europe
	Qualitative / Policy Analysis
	International trade and connectivity corridors
	The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
	Prospective/Policy-focused (Post-2023 G20)
	IMEC offers a strategic alternative to BRI, though facing geopolitical hurdles
	Enhanced connectivity, economic integration, and strategic autonomy

	4
	Michael Ross, (2024), Israel / UAE / Bahrain
	Case Study / Discussion Paper
	Regional normalization and political security
	The Abraham Accords normalization model
	Analysis of 2020–2024 trends
	Normalization is driven by pragmatic security and economic interests rather than peace
	Defense cooperation, economic trade, and regional realignment



