[bookmark: _Hlk222143371]The 2025 Tanzanian Election Crisis: Reflections on Patriotism, Nationalism and Accountability Through Swahili Proverbs

Gerephace Mwangosi
Catholic University of Mbeya
Gerephace.mwangosi@cuom.ac.tz

Abstract
This article examines the political turbulence in Tanzania in 2025 as a case study of accountability, national identity and patriotism for both the government and citizens, drawing on Swahili proverbs. A library research method was employed to gather primary data. Data reviews were conducted to verify the primary information using the same library approach. The findings are presented through a descriptive methodology. Data analysis was guided by the Theory of Realism. The results indicate that violence during the 2025 General Election stemmed from internal conflicts within political parties, incitement via social media driven by unverified information and a lack of civic education among citizens, particularly the youth, regarding elections. The article recommends strengthening civic education to enhance citizens’ understanding of their rights and responsibilities, as well as the significance of peace and national unity. Electoral management bodies should function independently, transparently and credibly to minimize complaints and doubts about election outcomes. Security agencies should prepare in advance by conducting their operations professionally while respecting human rights. Political parties are advised to uphold electoral ethical standards, including condemning hate speech and incitement. Political, religious and social leaders must promote peace and resolve conflicts through dialogue rather than incitement. Regulation of the media and social media is necessary to prevent the spread of misinformation. Early warning systems and conflict-resolution mechanisms should be empowered to address grievances before they escalate into major unrest.
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1.0 Introduction
This article examines the political turbulence of 2025 in Tanzania as a case study of accountability, national identity and patriotism for both the government and citizens, drawing on Swahili proverbs as references. The November 2025 General Election in Tanzania revealed a new dimension of political challenges in a country that has taken pride in stability and a tradition of peaceful politics for over fifty years. Amid high expectations from citizens, politicians and the international community, the electoral atmosphere was overshadowed by uncertainty, political tension and events that many analysts have termed a major political upheaval. Despite long-term efforts to strengthen Tanzania’s democratic foundations, the events of 2025 indicate that the path to building an inclusive democracy remains contingent on commitment, political will and broad national consensus. Efforts worldwide to foster national reconciliation aim to reinforce principles of good governance, including the rule of law, constitutionalism and the practical implementation of democracy (European News, 2025). The political turbulence experienced should therefore serve as a crucial lesson in establishing strong pillars of accountability, national identity and patriotism among citizens and their government.

The main cause of this turbulence was linked to differing views on electoral procedures, including how candidates are selected within and outside political parties, the conduct of election campaigns and the manner in which results were announced in some parts of the country. During the candidate nomination period, from the lead-up to polling day and following polling day, reports of clashes between party supporters, arrests of political leaders and allegations of procedural violations raised concern in several regions both within and outside the country. This situation revealed that the political competition environment had evolved rapidly, with each side striving to make its voice heard and to safeguard the integrity of the electoral system (Human Rights Watch, 2025; Africanews). Weaknesses in the electoral process, from candidate nomination and campaign activities to the announcement of results, created mixed feelings among citizens, political leaders and some opposition supporters.

For many, the violence and tension served as a warning about the need to strengthen key institutions involved in electoral management and the protection of civil rights. While the National Electoral Commission, security organs and courts found themselves at the center of intense debate over their roles and responsibilities, citizens appeared divided in their views, perceiving a weakening of transparency throughout the electoral process. On the other hand, some claimed that the violence was mainly incited by highly competitive politics, the misuse of social media to spread unverified information and heightened expectations among social groups. Others argue that the failure of security agencies to detect and control, at the right time, the misuse of social media, which appeared to cause chaos on election day, contributed to the situation reaching its peak during the General Election (Impact Policies, 2025). However, careful analysis should be conducted to identify the true source of the turbulence, enabling the implementation of appropriate corrective measures for the broader, sustainable interests of the nation.

The turmoil of the 2025 General Election caused instability in peace and security, including demonstrations and violence in some regions. In one way or another, the economy was affected through the slowdown of business activities and production, particularly for ordinary citizens. Public institutions and citizens’ trust in democracy declined due to allegations of loopholes in electoral integrity and the use of excessive force (Africanews, 2025). Social services were disrupted, including social media and transportation services, due to fear of the consequences of violence. Political and social divisions increased, with clear signs of weakening national cohesion. This turbulence sparked a broad debate on the future of democracy in the country. Political stakeholders, activists, civil society institutions and ordinary citizens found themselves re-examining their roles in building a nation founded on good governance and credible elections. In this context, the 2025 election emerged as a significant event that not only exposed weaknesses in existing systems but also demonstrated the strength of citizens and institutions in demanding genuine change. Therefore, this article has examined the 2025 political turbulence in Tanzania as a lesson for the government and citizens regarding accountability, national identity and patriotism, with reference to Swahili proverbs.


2.0 Research Methods
This article examined the political turbulence of 2025 in Tanzania as a lesson on accountability, national identity and patriotism using Swahili proverbs as references. Primary data for this article were sourced from libraries. In library research, primary data are original written records created by first-hand actors (Creswell, 2008). These data provide factual information without interpretation by a second party. Library reading methods were employed to collect the primary data. Reviews of documents, conducted through electronic and library methods, were used to verify the primary data. The Theory of Realism was applied in analyzing the data. The main premise of this theory is that literary and artistic works cannot be fully understood without considering the historical, political and social contexts in which they were written. The findings are presented through a descriptive approach. This method involves explaining trends, relationships and data patterns to facilitate understanding, compare values and support sound decision-making based on the data collected.

3.0 Research Theory
The Theory of Realism originated in Europe, mainly in France, during the nineteenth century. It is closely linked with writers and philosophers such as Honoré de Balzac, Gustave Flaubert and later Leo Tolstoy and Charles Dickens, who believed that literature should depict real human life rather than dreams and miracles. Realism developed as a reaction against Romanticism, which emphasized emotions, imagination and fictional worlds. Realist writers believed that literature has a duty to portray the everyday lives of ordinary people, including the poor, workers and the middle class (Baldick, 2015). They stressed writing based on the existing social, economic and political realities of society. Realism is a philosophical approach that aimed to make literature a reflection of society, showcasing problems, conflicts and real-life conditions without hiding or embellishing the truth.

The core principles of the Theory of Realism are based on the concept of truth about life. Realism stresses the depiction of events that are possible in everyday life, without involving miracles, magical powers, or imaginary incidents. Characters portray ordinary people in society, such as farmers, workers, teachers, or traders, rather than extraordinary heroes. The language used is simple, natural and fitting the social context to make the literary work clear and credible. Realism closely examines the social, economic and political environments that influence characters, showing how societal systems shape human behaviors and destiny (Abrams, 1999). This theory believes that literature plays a role in educating society by highlighting issues such as poverty, oppression, exploitation and injustice. Realism does not shy away from harsh truths but faces them head-on.

From a realist perspective, literature and society are closely interconnected. Literature is regarded as both a reflection of society and a product of it. Realist writers argue that it is impossible to separate a literary work from the social environment in which the author was immersed. Therefore, the events, conflicts and characters depicted in literature are directly inspired by real social life. Realism demands that writers function as social observers, meticulously analyzing people’s behaviour, relationships and the influence of social systems such as class, economics and politics (Eagleton, 2008). Realist literature also refrains from proposing imaginary solutions; instead, it encourages readers to reflect and explore the roots of the issues presented. In this way, literature serves as a means of raising awareness and fostering social consciousness. This is what makes realism a theory with a significant contribution to understanding society through literary art.

In this article, the Theory of Realism is applied to analyses Swahili proverbs by examining their relationship to the political turmoil in Tanzania in 2025, which led to violence in some areas. The analyst examined how this political turmoil reflected the actual events in a manner consistent with the political truth surrounding the conduct of the General Election. Furthermore, the analysis examined the realism of the actors involved and how their behaviors mirrored political and social logic. By drawing on the Theory of Realism, the analyst gained insight into the origins of the political turmoil and proposed ways to conduct electoral activities grounded in peace, justice and national unity. Throughout the analysis, critique and discussion of the data, the researcher examined the proverbs within the context of the ordinary, true and real world. The political turmoil of 2025 was analyzed in depth to examine how it reflected the violence that emerged and how such violence was portrayed as acceptable through Swahili proverbs. The proverbs were analyses directly, without exaggeration, to facilitate an in-depth critique. This theory was chosen and grounded in the examination of the thematic elements within the targeted proverbs.

4.0 The 2025 Tanzanian Election Crisis: Reflections on Patriotism, Nationalism and Accountability Through Swahili Proverbs
The electoral violence during Tanzania’s 2025 General Election stemmed from multiple factors. Lack of transparency in the electoral process, failure to address complaints early and citizens’ concerns about the fairness of results played a significant role in triggering conflict. Bias, misinformation and inadequate civic education further worsened the situation. These challenges show that peace cannot be maintained without cooperation, respect for citizens’ rights and the strengthening of independent institutions. A thorough analysis of these causes is crucial for developing strategies to prevent electoral violence in future elections, as discussed in the following sections.

4.1 Strengthening Independent Institutions
During Tanzania’s 2025 election, violence could have been prevented by strengthening independent institutions responsible for overseeing the democratic process. Independent institutions are pillars of justice; when granted autonomy, peace can thrive. Impartial institutions listen to all voices. When an independent electoral commission stands firm, citizens trust election results for ‘Uongo una mbio fupi’ (Lies have short run). For example, the proverb that explains social stability-" reinforced by strong foundations"-illustrates that society cannot prosper without independent and robust institutions that protect rights, ethics and peace. Institutions such as the Electoral Commission, courts and independent bodies provide guidance and ensure accountability based on truth and transparency. Strengthening these foundations enhances social stability, prevents conflict and sustains national unity. Accountability and independence are two sides of the same coin. ‘Kinga ni bora kuliko tiba’  (prevention is better than cure), because strong institutions prevent conflicts before they escalate. Strengthening independent institutions within local government and the electoral process is a practical way to safeguard national peace (Independent National Electoral Commission, 2025). A nation with independent institutions achieves sustainable development and equality for all.

Strengthening independent institutions requires sufficient resources, legal safeguards and respect from political leaders. Institutions guided by wisdom settle conflicts fairly. The proverb ‘Mti wenye mizizi imara hauanguki’ (A tree with strong roots does not fall) teaches that when independent electoral institutions are firmly established, society enjoys peace and stability during political processes. Strong roots symbolize sound laws, accountable decision-makers and respect for electoral outcomes. Independent institutions, such as electoral commissions, promote transparency and equality among candidates. African philosophy emphasizes that society cannot flourish without solid foundations. Therefore, electoral processes succeed when independent institutions are empowered, conflicts decrease and national cohesion is maintained. Independent institutions with authority can enforce the law without fear, thereby reducing grievances (Habarizote, 2025). ‘Haba na haba hujaza kibaba’ (Little by little fills the measure), meaning that incremental reforms to electoral laws, when beneficial, greatly strengthen public trust. When citizens observe the law being applied equally, resentment diminishes. Institutional stability creates lasting change. Thus, empowering independent institutions is akin to building a bridge of peace.

Electoral violence in Tanzania’s 2025 election can be mitigated by genuinely supporting independent institutions. Institutions guided by integrity ensure fair processes. When independent institutions are empowered to correct errors, legitimacy is enhanced. For example, the proverb ‘Nyumba bila nguzo ni hatari’ (A house without pillars is dangerous) shows that independent institutions are vital pillars for ensuring free and fair elections. Without them, electoral processes become susceptible to corruption, bias and chaos. These pillars guarantee equal opportunities for all candidates, credible results and citizens’ democratic security. International institutions within and beyond Africa emphasize that social cohesion and prosperity depend on government accountability (BBC News, 2025). Strengthening independent institutions safeguards political peace and helps build a stable nation. Just decisions last longer. When citizens see fair administration, they are more likely to protect peace. Each institution must carry out its mandate without undue pressure. Ultimately, a strong democracy depends on strong institutions. Investing in their strengthening is an investment in peace, unity and the nation’s future for generations to come.

4.2 Listening to Complaints at an Early Stage
Electoral violence often stems from complaints that are not addressed early on. Listening to citizens’ grievances undoubtedly helps prevent intrigue and unrest. Minor complaints, when ignored, escalate into major anger, as the proverb explains, ‘Samaki akianza kufa kando ya mto, hasahau kumuonya mwenzake’ (When a fish begins to die at the river bank, it does not forget to warn its companion). This proverb underscores that issues that arise early in the electoral process should not be overlooked. Responding to complaints swiftly prevents the escalation of conflicts that could undermine election outcomes and national unity (Tanzania Invest, 2025). When independent electoral bodies handle citizens’ complaints transparently, they promote justice for all candidates and citizens alike. Accountability, vigilance and unity are the bedrock of a stable society. Addressing problems promptly reduces conflict, maintains peace and boosts citizens’ confidence in democracy, thereby ensuring that elections are free and fair. During elections, incomplete information or delayed responses can fuel fear and jealousy. Listening early is like removing firewood from flames before a house catches fire; it smothers sparks before they ignite into a blaze. Authorities that respond openly and promptly to complaints demonstrate respect for citizens and reinforce peace. Every stakeholder must cooperate in listening to all voices. Every ignored grievance is a seed of violence; therefore, early listening serves as a safeguard for the nation.

Unaddressed complaints can escalate into large-scale violence. When swift action is taken, agitators lose opportunities to spread rumors that can tear the nation apart. Institutional silence encourages misinterpretations that breed fear, as illustrated by the proverb ‘When a wound is left untreated, the whole body suffers’. This proverb suggests that failing to address complaints early is akin to neglecting a minor injury that ultimately affects the entire system. In elections, grievances related to voter registration, voting procedures, or the transparency of election results, if ignored, can erode public trust, provoke violence and weaken national unity. Electoral commissions and leaders responsible for overseeing elections must uphold principles of transparency, truth and democracy for the future stability of society and the nation (IPU Parline, 2025). Listening to complaints early promotes transparency, fairness, peace and political stability, thereby fostering a strong democracy and national cohesion. It also reduces suspicion and eradicates hatred. Patient listening resolves manageable conflicts. Prompt and transparent communication is like water dissolving salt; it dispels the darkness of fear. Complaints should be addressed before they escalate into violence.

Listening to complaints early is a vital pillar in managing electoral violence. Institutions with a conflict-resolution mindset build citizens’ trust. Ignored complaints cause anger, rumors and sometimes riots. For example, the proverb ‘Maji machache yanayotoka mapema, huzuia mafuriko makubwa baadaye’ (Small amounts of water released early prevent major floods later) suggests that resolving minor complaints promptly can prevent major crises. During elections, addressing grievances early helps prevent corruption, bias and disorder. Independent institutions that respond swiftly show transparency, accountability and fairness in politics. African philosophy regards caution as wisdom, stressing that early action prevents conflict, maintains national unity and boosts democratic trust. This proverb suggests that addressing minor issues helps protect society from larger disasters in the future. Listening and acting early also reduces doubt, builds trust and enables prompt corrective measures (Tanzania News Company, 2025). Every institution and leader must carry out their duty as guardians of democracy for the people. Fundamentally, early responsiveness serves as a shield of peace, supporting national unity and enabling free and secure elections.

4.3 The Importance of Transparency and Communication
In the context of Tanzania’s 2025 election, violence may occur where transparency is absent. Transparency is like light in darkness; it dispels fear, rumors and anger. When citizens receive accurate information promptly, ‘Uongo una mbio fupi’ (Lies have short legs), because truth finally emerges. When electoral commissions and political parties openly communicate about procedures, results and complaints, trust is fostered and suspicion declines. For example, the proverb ‘Mdomo usio na maneno, unaashiria hekima iliyofichika’ (A mouth without words suggests hidden wisdom) emphasizes the importance of clear communication for mutual understanding. Speaking openly helps prevent misunderstandings and conflict whilst demonstrating wisdom and respect. In electoral processes, effective communication is the foundation of unity and trust within society (AP News, 2025). Conversely, secrecy and silence foster suspicion and suspicion leads to conflict. Where there is transparency, there is light; where there is darkness, there is fear. Therefore, transparency acts as a shield against violence before it starts. ‘Kinga ni bora kuliko tiba’ (Prevention is better than cure) and early dialogue extinguishes sparks before a fire begins. Transparency reassures hearts and strengthens national cohesion without discrimination.

Open communication acts as a bridge connecting stakeholders during elections and helps to uproot violence at its roots. When leaders distance themselves from citizens, fear begins to take hold. By providing timely, well-researched responses, listening to complaints and correcting mistakes, institutions and parties demonstrate respect. The proverb ‘Akili bila maneno ni kama shina bila maji’ (Wisdom without words is like a stem without water) means that a wise person who does not communicate clearly cannot effectively help others. Transparency in communication strengthens relationships and spreads knowledge. Delayed explanations can fuel anger, while silence invites multiple interpretations that may deviate from the truth. Two-way communication, considerate language and transparent data build trust. Even when in disagreement, transparency and communication act as shields. Transparency seeks and fosters reconciliation. In doing so, healthy competition remains peaceful and elections foster unity rather than division. Silence breeds anxiety. Transparency serves as a strong defense for society throughout a genuinely free and safe democratic process (Samia, 2025). In electoral movements, collaboration through dialogue sustains social cohesion and development.

Preventing violence demands ongoing transparency and communication before, during and after elections. When leaders’ priorities truth, citizens priorities peace. Lies may spread quickly, but their consequences endure. The proverb ‘Moyo usiozungumza haupati mwongozo’ (A heart that does not speak finds no direction) illustrates that communication paves the way to understanding and cooperation. Transparency supports well-informed decisions, reduces misunderstandings and maintains unity. Every stakeholder must be held accountable, for ‘Mkono mmoja hauoshi uso’ (One hand cannot wash the face). Open dialogue, independent oversight and accountability reinforce legitimacy (Reuters, 2025). Where transparency exists, errors are illuminated for correction. Prevention is better than cure because communication defuses conflict, hostility, intrigue and hatred. If Tanzania adheres to these principles, elections will be contests of ideas rather than arenas of violence. Wisdom fosters bridges of lasting reconciliation. However, transparency requires courage and institutional discipline to benefit peace and a resilient democracy for current and future generations. Electoral matters necessitate open dialogue in which everyone has the opportunity to share ideas for the common good.

4.4 Respecting Civil Rights
Electoral violence occurs when citizens’ rights are not protected or when their voices are disregarded. When leaders respect citizens' rights, peace is enhanced. When citizens are free to express opinions, speak openly and vote without fear, conflict diminishes. The proverb ‘Mti wenye matunda hupewa kipaumbele na wanyama wote (A tree with fruit is given priority by all animals) highlights the importance of respecting the rights and resources of every citizen in the electoral process. Citizens’ rights, such as the right to vote freely and equally, are the fruits of democracy; ignoring them undermines national unity. Some scholars argue that a stable society is one that values accountability and respect for all citizens without discrimination. When independent electoral institutions uphold citizens’ rights, they ensure that election results are accepted. This proverb illustrates that respect for rights underpins peace, unity and political stability. When a leader safeguards citizens’ rights, society as a whole benefit, thereby maintaining national cohesion and strengthening democracy (The Chanzo, 2025). Everyone must cooperate to ensure the rights of all citizens are respected. Bias, lawbreaking, or denial of citizens' right to vote fuels anger. Rights violations can escalate into serious violence. Respecting rights is essential for peace and the electoral process must remain free, fair and secure.

Civil rights are essential for managing violence. Providing accurate information and respecting every citizen helps prevent rumors and grievances. When citizens perceive that their rights are ignored, fear and anger can arise, leading to social tension. Listening to grievances, ensuring the safety of politicians and citizens and safeguarding the right to vote without intimidation are key ways to prevent violence. For example, the proverb ‘Haki ya mwanaume ni kama maji ya mto, haiwezi kupuuzwa bila maafa’ (A person’s right is like river water; it cannot be ignored without disaster) illustrates that citizens’ rights should never be overlooked during elections. Failing to respect citizens, especially in voting or participation, risks damaging national cohesion. The point emphasized here is the accountability of leaders and independent institutions, as citizens must have equal opportunities, democratic security and freedom to engage politically. Respecting citizens’ rights decreases conflict, enhances public trust in democracy and helps build a stable nation (AP News, 2025). The core lesson of this proverb is that neglecting fundamental rights is akin to ignoring the river which could bring disaster to the entire community. Therefore, respecting civil rights is crucial for peaceful elections and national unity.

Respecting civil rights is crucial for maintaining peace and preventing violence. When every citizen feels their rights are protected, social and national unity is reinforced. A lack of justice breeds anger and chaos that can cost citizens their lives and property. The proverb ‘Mtu asiyemsikiliza jirani yake, hukosa amani nyumbani kwake’ (A person who does not listen to their neighbor lacks peace in their own home) highlights that failing to respect citizens’ rights during the electoral process can lead to conflict and undermine national unity. Citizens’ rights are the foundation of transparency, equality and political peace. Building and strengthening social cohesion and unity result from respect, accountability and cooperation. When independent electoral institutions respect citizens by listening to their complaints and ensuring accurate and fair voting, they help preserve national unity. Citizens’ rights underpin peace and national prosperity and safeguarding them enhances democracy, cohesion and political stability (Habarizote, 2025). Since rights form the basis of equality, free voting and fair political competition uphold democratic values. Respect for civil rights is a vital safeguard of peace and a means of fostering national cohesion, thereby creating a peaceful society.

4.5 The Importance of Preserving Peace
Electoral violence occurs when peace is not maintained and when citizens or leaders lack discipline. A nation regresses like water without a river. The proverb ‘Mkono wa upendo hujenga nyumba, mkono wa chuki huivunja’ (The hand of love builds a house, the hand of hatred destroys it) illustrates that, in the electoral process, peace is the foundation of national unity. Hostility, hatred, or violence damages social foundations and weakens trust among citizens. Independent electoral institutions and respectful leaders help prevent conflict and ensure elections are conducted transparently and fairly. The Electoral Commission believes that social cohesion and human dignity are the bedrocks of national development. Maintaining peace ensures that results are accepted and that citizens feel secure in a democracy. Unity, respect and calm are essential tools for strengthening the nation and democracy. When leaders respect each other and citizens, resolve complaints courteously and share information openly, fear diminishes (“The Guardian, 2025”). Everyone has a duty to ensure elections are fair and peaceful. Preserving peace is the responsibility of every citizen.

Maintaining peace requires effective communication and accountability from leaders. When leaders are inattentive, rumors and hatred can spread without solid justification. Unaddressed complaints may ignite conflicts that lack direction or logic. The proverb ‘Nyoka anayejipanga haumizi mti wake’ (A snake that coils itself does not harm its own tree) suggests that for elections to succeed, all parties must exercise discipline by taking deliberate steps to avoid violence and preserve peace. The absence of peace increases the risk of unrest, conflict and the erosion of national unity. The Electoral Commission should promote principles of unity and accountability derived from maintaining peace among citizens, candidates and leaders (Wikipedia Contributors, 2025). When independent electoral institutions work together to ensure calm, results are accepted and everyone is respected, enabling society to achieve true cohesion. Peace requires planning, wisdom and discipline to prevent harm to society as a whole. Being honest and transparent is like pouring water on fire; it extinguishes sparks before they become a large blaze. Therefore, ensuring that all stakeholders are respected and heard is a powerful means of preserving peace.

Preserving peace is a vital pillar in managing electoral violence in any nation both within and beyond Africa. Peace is a national treasure and its loss fosters fear, hatred and division. For example, the proverb ‘Maji ya mtiririko tulivu hayavurugi mti wa kando’ (Calm flowing water does not uproot the tree on the bank) highlights that peace and serenity are the foundation of a successful electoral process. A society that cooperates, with wise leaders and transparent citizens, does not fear violence, corruption, or conflict. African philosophy holds that social cohesion and national prosperity depend on maintaining peace. When the Electoral Commission, alongside independent international institutions, guarantees transparency, listens to complaints promptly and resolves conflicts wisely, elections become fair and peaceful. Peace underpins the development of all and helps sustain unity, security and political stability within a nation (Modern Diplomacy, 2025). When leaders heed citizens’ voices, anger is prevented. Every citizen bears the responsibility to take steps to preserve peace, thereby building a united nation in all its facets.

4.6 Investing in Civic Education
Electoral violence often occurs when citizens lack education about their rights, responsibilities and democratic procedures. Civic education should teach how to exercise rights wisely. Citizens who participate peacefully, vote respectfully and understand election outcomes help reduce conflict. The proverb ‘Mwanafunzi wa leo ndiye kiongozi wa kesho (Today’s student is tomorrow’s leader) highlights that investing in civic education is vital for shaping future leaders who understand their rights, duties and national unity. Citizens’ understanding of electoral processes, their rights and responsibilities strengthens democracy. Education is seen as a source of wisdom and social cohesion. Institutions promoting civic awareness help prevent bias, corruption and electoral violence. Investing in civic education builds the foundation for peace, unity and long-term national prosperity (INEC, 2025). Civically educated citizens make informed decisions, respect election results and actively participate in democracy. Civic education is like light in darkness; it enlightens citizens’ minds and dispels fear. Every part of society must work together to promote civic education. Protecting the nation is everyone’s duty and civic education underpins peace, unity and free elections.

Investing in civic education fosters unity and respect among electoral stakeholders. ‘Ukweli hauozi (Truth does not rot) because understanding laws and rights eliminates rumors and unfounded complaints. Unaddressed complaints often arise because citizens are unaware of their rights. The proverb ‘Mchoro unaochorwa kwa rangi thabiti hudumu muda mrefu’ (A drawing made with strong colours lasts a long time) promotes the idea that civic education is a strong color that forms the foundation of democracy. Educated citizens comprehend their rights and responsibilities, participate wisely in elections and bolster national unity. A country with robust civic education experiences fewer unnecessary conflicts, respects electoral outcomes and maintains political stability. Political stakeholders and leaders in mature democracies highlight the importance of civic education to improve citizens’ understanding of rights, foster cooperation and reinforce democracy (RFI English, 2025). This proverb demonstrates that firm civic understanding is the bedrock of a nation characterised by unity, peace and sustainable development. Civic education equips people with tools to manage conflict, understand political differences and cooperate peacefully.

Investing in civic education is a reliable means of preventing electoral violence. A nation educated about rights and responsibilities remains stable during political processes. Civic education helps citizens understand the significance of transparency, equality and mutual respect without coercion. The proverb ‘Mche wa asili ukipandwa mapema, hutoa matunda mengi baadaye’ (A native seed planted early yields abundant fruit later) demonstrates that early investment in civic education produces positive outcomes for elections and the nation as a whole. Educated citizens participate wisely, respect the law and avoid violence or corruption. International diplomacy experts explain that citizens’ understanding of their rights and duties fosters national unity and peace (Council of the EU, 2025). When a nation invests substantially in civic education, citizens gain the ability to recognize their rights, participate fully in democracy and elect ethical leaders. This proverb emphasizes that civic education is a long-term investment that promotes unity, political stability and sustainable national development. When governments collaborate with civically educated citizens, conflict decreases significantly. A nation with informed citizens builds unity, peace and a strong democracy for present and future generations.

5.0 Conclusion
Electoral violence results from political incitement, bias within security agencies, misinformation, corruption, lack of electoral trust, social conflicts and failure to uphold political ethics and citizens’ rights. To address these issues, civic education must be strengthened to enhance citizens’ understanding of their rights and responsibilities and of the significance of peace and national unity. Electoral management institutions should be independent, transparent and trustworthy to minimize complaints and doubts about election outcomes. Security agencies need to prepare early and operate professionally, without political bias, while respecting human rights. Additionally, political parties must adhere to electoral ethical standards, including condemning hate speech and incitement. Political and social leaders have a duty to promote peace and resolve conflicts through dialogue. Media and social media should be responsibly regulated to prevent the spread of misinformation. Furthermore, early warning systems and conflict-resolution mechanisms should be established within communities to address grievances before they escalate into violence.
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