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ABSTRACT

The study examines the Sustainable Development in Africa: focusing on Africa’s Landscape, Challenges and Opportunities in achieving the SDG 6 in FCT, Nigeria. Specifically, this study explains the challenges of implementing SDG 6 in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. It looks at the importance of clean water, sanitation and hygiene in Nigeria and the LGA. Using both the quantitative and qualitative method of data collection, it studies the WASH policy and laws in Nigeria. It adopted the development theory and establishes the link between the importance of Goal 6 and sustainable development. The data for this work were gathered from both primary and the secondary sources. Structured interviews were also conducted with experts in this field. The content analysis technique was used to analyze the data gotten from the secondary source while the SPSS statistical tool was used to analyze the primary data. The findings revealed that universal access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene for all has not been fully implemented in in this locality. It also discovers that there is no development plan for the water sector hence the difficulty in implementation. Therefore, the study recommends that the government should review the existing water polices, end open defecation and ensure effective institutions. Also, there should be massive sensitization and advocacy of the residents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
 
1.1. Background to the Study
 
Availability and accessibility of safe water and sanitation for all are very central to any nation’s pursuit of development. This is because it has significant health and economic benefits to households and individuals (Eneh, 2014). According to Uchechukwu (2017), the state of human health has inexplicably been linked with a series of water-associated conditions: safe drinking water, adequate sanitation, reduced burden as a result of certain water-related disease, and healthy freshwater surroundings. In 2015, members of the United Nations (UN) decided on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The reason of these goals is uniting the nations of the world for the common purpose of guaranteeing the general wellbeing of the people until the year 2030. These 17 goals consist of mechanisms that have been put in place in ensuring an end to poverty, dealing with climate change, and conserving resources. Hence, SDG 6 is centered on making sure that there is Universal access to the clean, potable, and stable water supply as well as sanitary services and Hygiene for everyone by the year 2030. This goal is a response to the fact that millions of people across the globe do not have access to these basic amenities. It is projected that about 40 percent of the populace in the world is affected by the shortage of Water, Sanitary, and Hygiene services. 

The socio-economic importance of water has been stressed by different scholars and experts in the past. This premise is founded that water defines quality of life of a person as well as a country’s economy. It plays actual role in every facet of the economy ranging from; health sector, food production, security, energy, industry, environmental sustainability, just to mention a few. Therefore, the economic wealth of Nigeria for example depends greatly on her use and the management of the country’s water resources. Additionally, water is key to the economic growth areas of a country. It greatly impacts employment, creation of jobs, and a country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP), even though it is susceptible to environmental changes (Dunn, 2017). 
 
Connection to safe and potable water and sanitary services is very vital in preventing diseases. For instance, diarrheal ailments are one of the leading causes of approximately 2 million deaths in humans, including 360,000 kids younger than the age of five, majorly in poor income earning /salary nations. The projected figure is about 58% of diarrheal ailments can be associated with unclean water source, sanitation, and hygiene (WHO, 2017a). 

As per fears of the extensive participation of water in development, Okpara (2014) showed that water and wastewater facilities are “very important human necessities” of people. In the international setting, approximately 0.8 billion persons presently want connection to safe water while about 2.5 billion people are short of suitable hygiene facilities. Furthermore, about one billion people engage in open defecation. Owing to the acknowledgment of the significance of water and sanitation, national and international policies, agreements, goals, etc. were created. The results of these numerous international meetings and conferences on health, water, and sanitation produced co-operations and collaborations between international organizations and nations to give improved means of getting water, provision for technical assistance to governments, monitoring, etc. For instance, there is a global WHO and UNEP Program Network for air and water quality observing which is operational in about 60 nations. Surface and groundwater quality is checked in around 400 urban communities around the world (WHO, 2017). Consequently, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are another UN joint effort to manage water quality and sanitation issues around the world. Following the 2017 report on the Advancement on Drinking Water, Sanitary services, and Hygiene, an update on The Sustainable Development Goal Baseline, was one of the fallouts of a Joint Monitoring Program, (JMP) of the two organizations. It introduced the international evaluation of "safely managed" domestic water and sanitary facilities with overruling assumption that a lot of individuals still lacked access to safe water, especially in rural parts. A large majority of Nigerians fall into one of the two classifications of those wanting connection to safe, accessible water in their homes and access to safe sanitation facilities (Eneh, 2016). 
 
Besides, the organization structure of the water sector in Nigeria indicates numerous offices as water supply policy workers. A number of these offices comprise; the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources and Rural Development Agency, National Council on Water Resources, River Basin Development Authorities, and the State Water Agencies. The main obligations of the Water Resources and Rural Development Agency are the designing of guidelines, gathering of data, coordination, and observing water resources improvements at the national level. The River Basin Development Authorities function at the Federal level while water boards or water corporations work at the state level as state water supply offices (Oyebande, 2013). 
 
1.2 Research Questions 

The lack of water impedes development by limiting the production of food, health, and the growth and development of industries. The New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD) indicated in a 2006 report, that the fundamental problems in Africa are; funding potential development of water resources, significantly reducing the people that do not have connection to drinkable water and sanitary services, making sure that there is adequate food by increasing the area of irrigation and guarding economic gains through development by effective drought and flood management as well as desertification.  

Therefore, safe drinking water and sanitary facilities mean drinking water that is free from all forms of contamination and is accessible for different purposes including the treatment and safe discarding of human excreta. The World Health Organization (WHO) characterized potable (quality) drinking as water that has been consumed over a while and has no health-related risk involved, including various sensitivities or changes that may happen between life stages (WHO, 2006). A distinguishable quality of potable drinking water is what is visually acceptable and doesn't contain pathogens and unsafe chemical bodies or elements (WHO, 2006). Accessible domestic-water and adequate sanitary provision are very key to the wellbeing of individuals. This is because it contributes to health, livelihood, and creates a very healthy environment for progress.  Awortwi (2015) further elucidate that insufficient access to quality WASH services can have major adverse effects on people’s general wellbeing and enormous socioeconomic consequences for society. Unclean drinking water and unhygienic surroundings escalate the people’s susceptibility to water-related diseases as well as diarrheal sicknesses, which continue to pose a very severe risk to a lot of Nigerians. The shortage of decent WASH services is also connected to malnutrition, poor growth, and poor educational achievement amongst developing children. It adds to economic losses and causes severe damage to the environment.  
 
This study intends to address the following questions: 

a. How has the implementation of SDG (6) improved the universal access to Safe Water and sanitary services in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT.? 
b. To what extent has Goal (6) been implemented in this local government area? 
c. What are the challenges in implementing Universal access to safe and Water and Sanitation in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT.? 
d. What are the solutions in ensuring implementation of the Universal access to safe and affordable Water and Sanitation in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT.?  
 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 
The research objectives included the following; 
1. To examine how the implementation of SDG (6) has significantly improved the access to safe and affordable Water and Sanitation in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
2. To investigate the extent to which the Universal access to safe and affordable Water and Sanitation has been implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
3. To assess the challenges in implementing Universal Access to safe and affordable Water and Sanitation in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT.  
4. To proffer solutions to the challenges of the implementation of the Universal Access to safe and affordable Water and Sanitation in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
 
2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Sustainable Development Goal 6 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), approved by the United Nations General Assembly for the period 2015–2030, as a continuation to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for the period 2000– 2015, contain unambiguous objectives vis-à-vis the enhancement of water quality worldwide and the growth in water-usage productivity and decline in water insufficiency. In the year 2000, Heads of government accepted the Millennium Declaration through which eight MDGs set out components for the development plan, as well as target 7C: to halve “the proportion of the population without sustainable connection to safe domestic water and basic sanitary services” by 2015. Though, initial expression simply mentioned domestic water and it was not until 2002 that sanitary services was included after the 2002 Johannesburg Blueprint of Action (Uchechukwu, 2017).  
 
SDG 6 merge is a reflection of the managing of freshwater assets, the supply of drinkable and domestic water and sanitary facilities, and habit of healthy sanitization activities. These mirrors together growing pressures on water environments and the accompanying controlling prerequisites, and the increased levels of connection and growing rates in delivering domestic water and sanitary services. The eight targets of SDG 6, plus 10 other water-related targets within other Goals, characterize fundamental surge in relative significance specific to water and sanitary services matched with the MDG plan (Shiru, 2021).  
 
Water is the fundamental nourishment of the human body and basic to human life. It bolsters the assimilation of food, retention, transportation, and utilization of supplements and the disposal of poisons and contaminants from the body. Water is additionally basic for the planning of foodstuff (WHO, 2003). Household water is characterized as 'water utilized for all typical residential purposes including drinking, washing, and food processes.' Safe household water will be water that is protected enough for these residential usages. It doesn't contain perilous constituents that render it unsuitable or risky for drinking and other household purposes. In the same vein, safe drinking water or consumable water will be water for drinking that doesn't contain contaminants that render it hazardous for drinking (WHO, 2003).  
In the 2003 report on Water Supply and Sanitation in Water, Sanitation and Health by the WHO, the principal discoveries of worldwide Water Supply and Sanitation Evaluation 2000 report comprise: 
 
a. Water-borne sickness transmission happens by drinking dirty water.  
b. Water-washed sickness happens when there is an absence of adequate amounts of water for washing and individual cleanliness.  
c. Diarrhea is the most significant general medical challenge influenced by water and sanitary practices and can be both water-borne and water-washed.  
d. There are around 4 billion yearly instances of Diarrhea, causing 2.2 million loss of lives generally among under-5 youngsters (comparable to a kid kicking the bucket at regular intervals).  
e. Intestinal worms taint around 10 % of the number of people in the emerging world. These intestinal contaminations can prompt ailing health, paleness, and impeded development, contingent upon the seriousness of the disease. 

About 6 million individuals are visually impaired from trachoma and in any event, 500 million are in danger of this malady. Sufficient amounts of water lessen the middle disease by 25 %.  
a. Approximately 200 million are tainted with schistosomiasis, of which 20 million undergo serious outcomes. Well planned water and sanitary services programs lessen the middle disease by 77 %.  
b. Arsenic in drinking water is a significant danger of general wellbeing.  
c. Cholera is an overall issue that can be forestalled by guaranteeing that everybody approaches safe drinking water, sufficient excreta removal frameworks, and general cleanliness practices.  
d. Adequate amounts of safe water and healthy sanitary services are vital conditions for solid living. The arrangement of satisfactory safe residential water is welfare guaranteeing measure. The amount of water an individual’s use relies upon a straightforward connection to it. Improving the connection to safe water means is a significant safety challenge of the United Nations System, particularly the World Health Organization. (WHO/UNICEF, 2004).  

Even though a connection to drinking water is a key human need, essential basic freedom in creating nations, water-borne infections curse the lives of poor people (Kofi Annan and Brundtland, 2005).  
The manners in which individuals get their water comprises  
a. Vendor- supply water, ensured wells and springs, water settlement, tube wells fitted with hand mechanisms.  
b. Complex funneled supplies, little network channeled supplies.  
c. Emerging kinds of deliveries, for example, desalinated water and packaged/bundled water, and 
d. Special circumstances, for example, water deliveries in crises and medical care offices (WHO, 2005).  

2.2 The Impact of Goal 6 on Sustainable Development 
Access to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene is very significant for sustainable development. (UNWater, 2014).  The interconnectedness associated with water and sustainable development goes way deeper than the social, economic, and environmental aspects of the Sustainable Development Goal. Human health, food, and energy security, urbanization, and industrial growth, and climate change are the essential problem zones upon which the guidelines and procedures are reinforced (or undermined) through water (WSMP, 2008).  
 
The paucity of water supply, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) has an enormous impact or effect on the health and welfare of people. This appears at a huge financial price, plus a very substantial loss of economic activity. In achieving unhindered connection, there is a need for enhanced improvement in the underprivileged settings plus ensuring there are no restrictions in the provision of WASH-related services. Financial ventures in water and sanitation services cause sizeable economic benefits; in emerging and third world regions, the yield huge investments valued about US$5 to US$28 for one dollar. An expected US$53 billion yearly throughout five years will be required to attain universal coverage. (WSMP, 2008).   
 
The rise in the number of people short of connection to water and sanitary services in the town areas are directly linked to the explosive growth of slums in the third world countries and the failure (or reluctance) of local and national governments to deliver acceptable water and sanitary amenities in these areas. The world's slum population, which was projected towards nearly 900 million by 2020, will moreover be susceptible to the effects or the consequences of severe weather happenings. It is still feasible to enhance the outcome of urban water supply systems at the same time working to enlarge the system and tackling the desires of the poor. Future prognoses indicate that by 2050, the agricultural industry will as a matter of necessity yield 60% additional food worldwide, and 100% extra in third world nations (Kola-Olusanya, 2024). As the recent increase in agricultural water needs around the globe cannot be maintained (WWAP, 2015a), as the agricultural industry require a surge in its water use effectiveness through the water loss reduction and, most notably, improve crop production together in respect to water.  
 
Makanda and Kanyerere (2022) submit that attaining a green economy is unlikely if there is no plan to make sure that everyone has access to water and sanitary services. Worldwide, connection to these amenities has demonstrated that there has to be a thought out and well-planned phase of lifting people out of poverty and environmental destruction. Energy production is largely water consuming. Meeting the ever-rising challenges designed for energy will cause rising strain on freshwater resources with far-reaching implications on other users, such as agriculture and businesses. Since these sectors also need energy, there is room to create concerted effort as they expand simultaneously (WSMP, 2008). Amplifying water productivity of power plant cooling systems and boosting the ability of wind, solar, and geothermal energy will be a vital element in attaining a sustainable water supply in the future. The universal water requirement for the production industries is projected to rise by 400% from 2000 to 2050, topping the other sectors, with most of this growth taking place in developing economies and third world countries (WSMP, 2008). Several large firms have made significant growth in assessing and dropping their water usage and that of their supply chains. Small and medium-sized companies are confronted with parallel water problems on a minor scale but have lesser ways and are capable of meeting them.   
 
2.3 Challenges of SDG 6 in Nigeria 
Nigeria is burdened by the numerous complexities in the WASH sector. Hence hampering the unhindered and universal connection to water and sanitary services by the population. These include the following. 
i. Inconsistency in the WASH Policy: Nigeria has been without a national water supply and sanitation policy (NWSSP) for so many years.  This has to a tremendous degree contributed to the clumsy, vague, and disorganized nature of the WASH Sector. Akpabio (2012), states that nearly all the policies in the water and sanitation sector existed from 1989–2007, which concurred at the period when many of the global pronouncements and strategy decrees were made. It can thus be maintained that Nigeria's water and sanitation plans are unplanned instruments which occur essentially as a retort to disasters and external pressures as well as a partisan contribution by succeeding leaders to validate the presence and supposed performance (Akpabio 2012). 
ii. Absence of Autonomy: Apart from the complexities of policy contradictions, most of the Water Boards or Water Corporation lack full independence as an effect of the government's incessant intrusion. The effect, it has restricted their ability and freedom in the areas of water pricing, hiring of staff, training, and staff discipline, amongst others. These statements are supported by Mishra & Jain (2023) in their review of safe water request and supply in some states in Nigeria, where they asserted that some State Water Board and its associated agencies, such as RUWASA and Ministry of Water Resources, lack full independence, i.e., absolute liberty to exert their control in the water sector and staffing. 
iii. Corruption: Corruption has remained very notorious as one of the leading consequences of scarce safe water supply globally and in Nigeria specifically. According to the Global Corruption Report 2008, mentioned in the findings of the First African Water Integrity Summit (FAWIS 2014), it was discovered that approximately US$ 50 billion, which represents 25% of all water reserves, is lost annually to exploitation. Nwokediegwu (2024), in his study of fraud in the water sector, detailed that the key cause of insufficient water supply is not the absence of a natural supply of water, nor is it principally an engineering challenge, i.e., resulting as an effect to the absence of practical resolutions. 
iv. Shortages in pipeline systems: The public water supply is circulated through a water pipe system, which tends to impact on the quality and amount of water that gets to the clients if the veracity of the pipe delivery system is not guaranteed (Okafor 2024); a delivery network pipes and storage services comprises of an intricate web of unrestricted physical, chemical and biological receptacles that can yield substantial dissimilarities in water quality. 
v. Lack of Reliable Data/Information: This condition was emphasized in the Water Supply and Sanitation Temporary Tactic Note on Nigeria by the World Bank & Federal Ministry of Water Resources (2000). The report detailed that the State Water Agencies (SWAs) working productivity levels are extremely low as shown by the various yardsticks gathered in the National Water Rehabilitation Project. It discovered that various SWAs cannot afford satisfactory figures because of the absence of dependable information management structures, and for those answering, nonrevenue or unaccounted-for water was extremely high, up to 63% noted for 1998 and 39% for 2013 (Oseke, 2020).  
vi. The Challenge of Power supply: Tukur (2018) elucidates that the challenge of power supply has caused in the closing down of the public water supply for both domestic and commercial reasons, specifically in locations where pumping machines are connected, leading to a very grave difficulty in the water supply as the equipment is weakened. This condition has altered the water supply to the sinks in the kitchen, bathtubs, and toilets in a lot of residential areas and commercial properties. 
vii. Nonexistence of good NGOs:  Even though there are good NGOs who have the competency and knowledge to do communal level organization and boost grassroots involvement, there are several NGOs that are known for their involvement in related work, but lack the needed ability to carry out their required roles. In effect, there is the nonexistence of satisfactory communal participation in place (different from what is documented), in systems where grassroots input is required (e.g., in watershed control, irrigation management, forestry administration, etc.  
 
3.0 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design 
The survey research design examined Sustainable Development in Africa: Focusing on Africa’s Landscape, Challenges and Opportunities in achieving the SDG 6 in FCT, Nigeria. The survey research used questionnaire as the instrument of drawing information from respondents. The cross-sectional survey design also enabled the researcher to collect data and draw inferences through the administration of a controlled questionnaire to the population under study at a point in time to determine the relationship that exists between the Implementation of SDG 6 and the residents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
3.1.1 Population 
The population of this study comprises Public Health experts, Civil Servants, WASH advocates and WASH experts in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC). These categories of people will be selected for this research because of their knowledge and experiences in the promotion of Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
3.1.2 Sampling Technique 
The Sampling technique used in this research is random sampling. This is to collect different views from the residence in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT.    
3.1.3 Sample Size 
The sample size was purposively drawn from the following areas; FCT Water Board and experts in WASH. The sample size (400) was taken from experts in WASH, FCT Water Board, and Public Health Experts within the locality.
3.1.4 Method of Data Collection 
The method of data collection employed in this work is the mixed method. By implication, it will make use of both the quantitative and qualitative methods of research which will include the use of questionnaires, interviews, focus group discussions, documents, and records. A total of four hundred questionnaires were intended to be distributed in the course of this work to the people and the residence in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 
3.1.5 Data Analysis Technique 
A combination of the thematic and descriptive statistical techniques will be used in analyzing the data. This is because it describes the main aspect of this research data through field surveys. Also, a combination of statistical tools such as frequency and percentages were used to give a visual understanding of the whole value. The research propositions raised were also tested. 

4.0 DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

4.1 Discussion

4.1.1 Universal Access to Safe Water and Sanitation  
This section presents the data gathered from the respondents on the extent to which the Implementation, enhancement, and promotion of SDG 6 have improved the access to healthy, clean, and portable water and sanitation in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, Local Government Area. The respondents were asked some questions on how the Implementation of SDG 6 has enhanced the quality of access to clean water and good sanitation facilities in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. Their responses are presented with a frequency distribution table and calculation.   

Table 1: Awareness of clean, portable, and healthy Water, good Sanitation, and Hygiene facilities    
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	No
	141
	36

	Yes
	251
	64


Source: Field Survey, 2026

The frequency table shows that 141 (36%) of the respondents were not aware of healthy, clean, and portable Water, good Sanitation, and Hygiene facilities while 251 (64%) of the respondents were aware of Universal access to water and sanitation. Hence, it represents the majority of the respondents that participated in this study.  

Table 2: The Water, Sanitation and Hygiene policy is being implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	51
	13

	Agree
	146
	37.2

	Neutral
	45
	11.5

	Disagree
	0
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	150
	38.3


Source: Field Survey, 2026
13% of the respondents strongly agreed that Water, Sanitation and Hygiene policy is implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, 37% of the respondents agreed that Water, Sanitation and Hygiene policy is implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, 12% of the respondents indicated neutral that Water, Sanitation and Hygiene policy is implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT while 38% of the respondents strongly disagreed that Water, Sanitation and Hygiene policy is implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT

Table 3: Residents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT have connection to safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities  
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	16
	4.1

	Agree
	131
	33.4

	Neutral
	28
	7.1

	Disagree
	0
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	217
	55.4


Source: Field Survey, 2026
4% of the respondents strongly agreed that the rresidents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT have connection to safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities, 33% of the respondents agreed that the rresidents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT have connection to safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities, 7% of the respondents indicated neutral that the rresidents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT have connection to safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities while 55% of the respondents strongly disagreed that the rresidents in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT have connection to safe water, sanitation and hygiene facilities

4.1.2 Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal (6) 
One of the objectives of the study is to examine the Implementation of SDG 6. Hence, this section provides the data in this regard. It represents and interprets the data that was collected and analyzed from participants in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. The participants were asked some questions on the Implementation of sustainable development goal 6. Their responses were presented with a frequency distribution table and calculation. 

Table 4: SDG (6) has been promoted/domesticated in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	35
	8.9

	Agree
	125
	31.9

	Neutral
	53
	13.5

	Disagree
	0
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	179
	45.7


Source: Field Survey, 2026
9% of the respondents strongly agreed that SDG (6) has been promoted/domesticated in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, 32% of the respondents agreed that SDG (6) has been promoted/domesticated in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, 14% of the respondents indicated neutral that SDG (6) has been promoted/domesticated in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, FCT while 46% of the respondents strongly disagreed that SDG (6) has been promoted/domesticated in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT

Table 5: Promoting SDG (6) is important for the socio-economic development of Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT  
	Options
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Strongly Agree
	92
	23.5

	Agree
	223
	56.9

	Neutral
	19
	4.8

	Disagree
	0
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	58
	14.8


Source: Field Survey, 2026
24% of the respondents strongly agreed that Promoting SDG (6) is important for the socio-economic development of Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT  , 57% of the respondents agreed that Promoting SDG (6) is important for the socio-economic development of Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT, 5% of the respondents indicated neutral that Promoting SDG (6) is important for the socio-economic development of Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT while 15% of the respondents strongly disagreed that Promoting SDG (6) is important for the socio-economic development of Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT.

4.1.3 Challenges affecting the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation.   Amongst other things, this study set out to examine the challenges affecting the implementation of universal access to safe, portable, and healthy water, good sanitation, and hygiene facilities. Therefore, this section provides the outcome and the representation of the field survey in this regard. 
 
Table 6: Challenges affecting the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 6 
	Challenges affecting the 
implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation 
	Strongly Disagree 
	Disagree 
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree 

	
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 

	Lack of finance or funding is a major hindrance to the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation 
	30 
	7.7 
	0 
	0 
	2 
	.5 
	180 
	45.9 
	180 
	45.9 

	Lack of political will negatively affects the implementation 
	70 
	17.9 
	0 
	0 
	36 
	9.2 
	216 
	55.1 
	70 
	17.9 


Source: Fieldwork 2026 
 
In Table 6, the frequency table indicates that 7.7 % of the respondents strongly disagree lack of finance or funding is a major hindrance to the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation. 0% disagree, while 0.5% remain neutral 45.9% of the people that participated agree that lack of finance or funding is a major hindrance to the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation and 45.9% strongly agree to the lack of finance or funding is a major hindrance to the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation. Thus, the bulk is 45.9% of the respondents that agree and strongly agree Lack of political will negatively affect implementation. 
 
On the second row, 17.9% strongly disagree with the lack of political will negatively affect implementation. While 0% disagree, 9.2% of the people are neutral. 55.1% of the population agree to Lack of political will negatively affect the implementation and 17.9% strongly agree. The population that makes up the majority are the people that agree to Lack of political will negatively affect the implementation of Goal 6. 

4.1.4 Solutions to enhance implementation of universal safe water and sanitation 
This section presents the data gathered from the participants on the solutions to enhance the implementation of universal safe water and sanitation. The participants were asked different questions on sustainable solutions and strategies in this respect. Their responses are presented with a frequency distribution table and percentile.  
 
Table 7: Solutions to enhance implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation 
	Solutions to enhance implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation 
	Strongly Disagree 
	Disagree 
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree 

	
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 
	F 
	% 

	Adequate funding will enhance implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation 
	18 
	4.6 
	0 
	0 
	6 
	1.5 
	168 
	42.9 
	200 
	51.0 

	Government should give more 
attention to it 
	47 
	12.0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	0 
	149 
	38.0 
	196 
	50.0 


Source: Fieldwork 2026  
 
In Table 7, the first row, findings indicate that 4.6% of the respondents strongly agree adequate funding will enhance the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation whilst 0% disagree, 1.5% of the participants are neutral. Then, 42.9% of the people that participated in this study agree adequate funding will enhance the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation and 51.0% strongly agree adequate funding will enhance the implementation of universal access to safe water and sanitation. Hence, making the majority - 51.0% of the participants. 
 
The second row presents the data on the need for the Government should give more attention to the implementation of Goal 6. From the data, 12% strongly disagree, 0% disagree and 0% are neutral but 38% agree the government should give more attention to the implementation of Goal 6. And 50% strongly agree the government should give more attention to the implementation of Goal 6. Therefore, the majority of the participants strongly agree that the government should give more attention to the implementation of Goal 6. 

4.2 Findings 
Findings indicate that Implementation of SDG 6 - Universal access to healthy, portable, and affordable water, good Sanitation, and Hygiene facilities has not been implemented in Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), FCT. 

The findings further show that there is no significant access to Water, good sanitation, and hygiene facilities in the locality. This is evident in the surge in the rate of water-borne diseases, open defecation, absence of public toilets, houses without clean and healthy water, and people resorting to walking long distances in search for water, etc. Thus, it has impeded the development of the state, increase in recorded deaths, dirty and unhygienic environments and conditions as well as heavily polluted water bodies. Furthermore, most schools, public places such as markets, churches, etc. lack basic handwashing facilities. Despite the grave implications of the absence of this, which is illustrated particularly in the high rate of people infected with diseases, most people do not have access to this very essential amenity. Again, female students will have to miss schools, classes, professionals skipping work, etc. because menstrual hygiene is a challenge that impacts on the socio-economic development of the society and the nation at large. 
Other factors impeding the achievement of Goal 6 include; lack of political will by the ruling class, challenges of implementation of the policy in the WASH sector, no awareness and sensitization on the importance of WASH, nepotism, lack of funding and investments, feelings of hopelessness by the people, embezzlement of funds and inadequate experts or specialists in the WASH sector. 
                                     
5.0 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Conclusion 
Not one person can live without clean water. Nobody can succeed if they have to scuffle and work hard to find water. Hence, access to clean, safe, and healthy water and good sanitation and hygiene are human rights and fundamental in promoting decent outcomes in health, nutrition, education, gender, equality, livelihoods, and the socio-economic progress of a country. However, in Nigeria, about 55 million people still do not have access to clean water supply services, 110 million people lack decent toilets, 47 million practice open defecation, and 150 million lack handwashing facilities with soap. 
A 2019 report from UNICEF indicates that poor water supply and sanitation deprive the Nigerian economy of roughly 1.3% of GDP each year, which is approximately NGN1.9 trillion. These losses are replicated in the loss of productivity as a result of water and sanitation connected ailments, time spent in accessing water and sanitation facilities, unnecessary costs by the Nigerian government and families in fighting against these diseases, and the lost human capacity in malnourishment and death. 
 
This study identified different gaps that became expedient and necessary to address. From the study, there are huge and massive indications that water and sanitation are central for survival for any human on planet earth and it is also important to the socio-economic development and prosperity of any nation. The majority of the studied literature shows that universal access to clean, portable, and affordable water, good sanitation, and Hygiene facilities impacts on Nigeria’s outlook. This is very evident in the high number of water-related death recorded particularly during the COVID 19 pandemic that has plagued the nation and the globe at large showing the failures of the institutions, agencies, and the government in meeting the needs of sustainable development Goal 6. Nonetheless, very few and limited literature have been written in this regard thereby making access to information and knowledge almost impossible. Also, there exists a large body of work on different themes such as urban water and sanitation access, open defecation, SDG 6. Although, there is no so much scholarly work that investigates the Implementation of Goal 6 in Nigeria, the effectiveness of the institutions and agencies in the WASH Sector in Nigeria, and most importantly the promotion of SDG 6 and its attendant effect on the socio-economic development of the nation. As such, these are the gap in knowledge this study targets to fill. 
 
5.2 Recommendations 
The provision of healthy and portable water and good sanitation facilities for all is a call for the government of Nigeria to respond to. This is because we live in a society that has a huge disparity between the elites and the poor masses which not only affects the systems generally but the socio-economic growth and development of the Nation. Hence, the recommendation offered in this study is as a result of the outcome, findings and observation stumbled upon in the course of carrying out this research. 
a. There should be a decentralization and absolute autonomy of the institutions in the WASH sector. This will create room for efficiency and effectiveness.  
b. A comprehensive and concrete development plan should be drafted for the Water and Sanitation and the Hygiene Sector. This Development plan should be an all-encompassing document. 
c. Massive infrastructural development in the sector is required. A lot of the infrastructure are fall outs of the post-colonial structures which are either dilapidated, worn out or non-existent.  
d. An Investment Plan is also needed if the sector will operate at full capacity. Mechanism should be in place to ensure that siphoning of funds are difficult and nearly impossible.  
e. The Monitoring and the Evaluation Framework should be developed in other to keep track and measure progress in the sector. 
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