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Abstract

Literature is a world where readers can receive different kinds of experiences and perspectives and it always connects the nature with all living beings. Without the songs of nature , literature cannot exist. A vital tool which cannot be separated from the life pf human beings is literature. Mamang Dai, a celebrated poet, novelist and journalist from Arunachalapradesh portrays her views as “Is the Earth growing old” in her poem Hello Mountain. Her birth in Adi Community supplies the ideas for her writings. . Her writings are rich in depicting the ecological consciousness and advocating the readers in preserving the nature. She always finds a way to create awareness among the readers through her pen. Mamang Dai could not digest the exploitation of world in the name of civilization and modernization. She has a special vision in viewing the interconnectedness of humans with nature. Her writings has a deep belief that everything has a life. This paper is an attempt to bring out the ecological wisdom which is abundant in the works of Mamang Dai The Legends of Pensam and Escaping the Land 
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Introduction 

Ecological Consciousness is necessary and need of the hour in this busy world. In this busy world no one is having a time to look one another and respond. It’s an unavoidable one to separate technology from this world. It’s a vital thing to take care of the environment. Literature holds the responsibility and it reflects the ecological crisis. In the romantic period like William Wordsworth all the authors praise the simplicity of nature and they can find that the nature is blended with all the emotions in the lives of human beings. In that time nature is a part of life and literature also responds in appreciating the beauty. Gradually the term ecocriticism emerges to save and serve the environment to the future generation. Ecocriticism  not only examines depictions of nature in literary texts but also analyses how literature shapes environmental ethics and cultural attitudes toward the Earth. In recent decades, Indian English literature has witnessed a rise in writers who foreground ecological concerns, especially authors from indigenous and tribal communities whose worldviews are inherently rooted in environmental harmony.
Ecological Consciousness and Ecological Empathy


Ecological Crisis touches its peak because of the negligence of humans who loss their faith in traditional wisdom and their thinking apart from the nature. Humans begin to forget the concept that all the creatures in this world are interdependent. Deep ecological thinking should create the awareness of the human actions and the existence of nature. Literature in turn should be in position in reflecting the relationship between human and nature. This is introduced as a term Ecocriticism by William Rueckert in his address “present and future of the world”. Cherryll Glotfelty defines it as “interconnectedness between nature and Culture”. In the field of literary theory “ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between literature and physical environment”. 


An explanation of ecocriticism is provided by the Routledge Dictionary of Literary Terms: “The study of literary texts with reference to the interaction between human activity and the vast range of ‘natural’ or non-human phenomena which bears upon human experience – encompassing issues concerning fauna, flora, landscape, environment and weather”. Oppermann in one of his articles says: ‘Ecocriticism truly launches a call to literature to link to the challenges of today’s environmental crisis’, Ecological consciousness and ecological empathy are not new it begins its journey from the romantic period.  William Wordsworth as a romantic poet explores nature as a subject. The romantic poets always challenge anthropocentric paradigms. It is the responsibility of each and every human to save and protect nature. This is reflected in Indian Literature also. Mamang Dai, an Indian woman writer, born in tribal community,  becomes IAS officer but relieved her from that position , now become the writer and care of the environment. As an author she can live along with the nature. Her talents and her efficiency become the weapon in exploring and exposing what had happened in this world and her vision for future tells the glimpses of nature in future. 

Mamang Dai, an eminent writer from Arunachal Pradesh, occupies a significant position in this landscape. As a member of the Adi tribe, she inherits a cultural tradition where nature is revered as animate and spiritual. Dai’s literary works present a vision of the world in which nature and human life are inseparably intertwined. Her narratives restore indigenous ecological wisdom that modern society often ignores. Two of her major works—The Legends of Pensam (2006) and Escaping the Land (2014)—offer profound insights into ecological interconnectedness, cultural memory, and the consequences of rapid modernization. This research examines how Dai uses storytelling, myth, and indigenous knowledge to create ecologically conscious literature that challenges exploitative human behavior and celebrates sustainable ways of living. 

Review of Literature


Mamang Dai’s writings usually focusses on Arunachal Pradesh's rich tribal culture, myths, history, and the tension between tradition and modernity, as she belongs to Adi community it is easy for her to breath and praise nature and its identity. Her ecological consciousness is depicted in her writings the Legends of Pensam and Escaping the Land. Her perspectives and her quality of weaving her experiences with her narrative style reach the bottom of all the readers.  Her writings focus on folklore, contribution of tribal to this earth, cultural and land-based identity and modernization. The researcher has an idea of showing the relationship of humans with nature and in exploring the ecological writings or narrative styles conveying traditional wisdom of our people. The environmental loss and creating awareness is not explored. This research will fill the gap and expose it. 

Methodology 

This paper employs Ecocritical approach and close reading of the text. The researcher has a close reading and understanding of passages supplying ecocritical ideas and balances in the earth. The description of landscapes, cultural practices are closely examined to analyze the traditional practices which are followed to save the earth’s life. This analysis is based on William Rueckert, Cheryll Glotfelty, Lawrence Bull and Nirmal Selvamony. Nirmal Selvamony insists on the divisions of Thinai and he says : Humans and nature live like kith and kin. These concepts are analyzed in this research. The Close reading helps to analyze it in a better way. 

The Legends of Pensam 

It is a collection of interconnected stories. This book functions like a novel spinning the tales of tribal people and their beliefs. It also portrays the impact of modernization on a community. This book focuses on the community, while reading the stories one cannot stick the protagonists. The stories are weaved through the experiences of the facts and the factuals events and the incidents happened in Mamang Dai’s life in Adi community. While sharing the story , the researcher can find out the traditional wisdom and sustainable goals for the environment. The negligence of the tradition and the customs lead to the destruction and displacement of the ecology.  “Pensam,” meaning “in-between,” symbolizes the fluidity between the human world and the spirit world. This concept functions metaphorically to express ecological interconnectedness. It suggests that harmony exists only when humans acknowledge the animate presence of nature. The pensam space becomes a reminder that ecological balance is delicate and must be maintained through respect and reciprocity.

All the characters in these stories are having a close communion with the land and they are taking what is necessary for their life. Dai demonstrates that ecological balance is not merely a scientific concept but a cultural ethic deeply rooted in worldview and daily practice.
Escaping the Land 

Escaping the Land purely deals with the modernization of the people. In the name of civilized and modernized, Dai points out that the human beings are not just losing their land but also their culture anchors. Her narrating style reflects the degradation of forests, pollution in the rivers and vanishing traditional practices. The ecological imbalance cannot be controlled and the humans lost their identity and self. The ecological disruptions cause psychological problems also which hindrance the growth of the human beings. It suggests that humanity may eventually have to escape the Earth itself if exploitation continues unchecked. 
Findings 

This paper finds that Mamang Dai explains us to follow the traditional culture and it truly provides wisdom in the sustainability goals. Her Nature is blended with emotional , spiritual and ethical dimensions. Dai also indicates the erosion of wealth of the earth which should be saved. She use myths as a tool to explore her ideas of saving the earth. Her narrative style strengthens her views and share her opinions with all the readers. 

Conclusion 


Mamang Dai’s writings contribute significantly to ecological literature in India by presenting a worldview where humans, spirits, and nature are inseparably bound. Her works remind readers that ecological consciousness is not a modern invention but an ancient cultural wisdom held by indigenous communities. Through her storytelling, Dai invites modern society to reconsider its relationship with the Earth and adopt sustainable and culturally respectful ways of living. Both The Legends of Pensam and Escaping the Land demonstrate that literature can serve as an ethical force, urging humanity to protect the environment before it is too late. Her works stand as literary testimonies to the importance of ecological balance and the consequences of ignoring it.
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Slide 2 — Introduction

· Ecological consciousness is the need of the hour in a technologically dominated world.

· Rapid modernization distances humans from nature.

· Literature reflects ecological crisis and environmental ethics.

· From Romantic poetry (Wordsworth) to modern ecocriticism, writers emphasize the harmony between humans and nature.

· Ecocriticism examines how literature shapes environmental attitudes.



Slide 3 — Ecocriticism: Concept

· Term coined by William Rueckert.

· Cheryll Glotfelty: “Interconnectedness between nature and culture.”

· Studies relationship between literature and the physical environment.

· Concerns fauna, flora, landscape, environment, and weather.

· Calls for literature to respond to environmental crisis.



Slide 4 — Ecological Consciousness & Empathy

· Ecological crisis arises from neglect of traditional wisdom.

· Humans have forgotten interdependence with all life forms.

· Deep ecological thinking restores awareness.

· Literature mirrors human–nature relationships.

· Romantic poets challenged anthropocentrism.



Slide 5 — Mamang Dai: An Introduction

· Writer from Arunachal Pradesh, belongs to the Adi tribe.

· Former IAS officer; now a prominent ecological writer.

· Her worldview rooted in indigenous cultural wisdom and environmental harmony.

· Her works restore tribal ecological memory and critique modern exploitation.



Slide 6 — Major Works in Study

1. The Legends of Pensam (2006)

· Interconnected stories from the Adi community.

· Focus on myth, land, and balance with nature.

2. Escaping the Land (2014)

· Examines modernization, displacement, and ecological degradation.



Slide 7 — Review of Literature (1)

· Studies highlight:

· Dai’s focus on tribal culture, mythology, land-based identity.

· Tension between tradition and modernity.

· Reflection of indigenous ecological wisdom.

· Gap identified:

· Limited analysis of environmental loss and ecological warnings.

· This research fills that gap.



Slide 8 — Review of Literature (2)

Key Critics Referenced:

· Lawrence Buell – Environmental imagination

· Greg Garrard – Principles of ecocriticism

· Bijoya Nongkynrih – Nature and belief in Northeast literature

· Ranjit Sarma – Indigeneity and ecology in Dai’s works



Slide 9 — Methodology

· Ecocritical framework
· Close reading of descriptions of

· Landscapes

· Rituals

· Cultural practices

· References based on Rueckert, Glotfelty, Buell, and Nirmal Selvamony's Thinai theory
· Thinai: Human–nature coexistence like “kith and kin.”



Slide 10 — The Legends of Pensam: Overview

· Collection of interconnected stories.

· Pensam = “in-between” → symbol of fluidity between human and spirit worlds.

· Reflects ecological interconnectedness and balance.

· Indigenous wisdom shows sustainable living:

· Taking only what is needed

· Respecting land as animate



Slide 11 — The Legends of Pensam: Ecological Themes

· Harmony of community with forests, rivers, mountains.

· Belief in spirits fosters environmental respect.

· Modernity disrupts ecological ethics.

· Nature as spiritual, emotional, and cultural force.



Slide 12 — Escaping the Land: Overview

· Focus on modernization and displacement.

· Loss of land = loss of cultural identity.

· Forest destruction, pollution, and disappearance of traditions.

· Psychological distress caused by ecological loss.

· Suggests a dystopian future where humanity might be forced to leave Earth.



Slide 13 — Ecological Warnings in Escaping the Land
· Modern development threatens:

· Rivers

· Forests

· Community harmony

· Ecological imbalance leads to social and emotional collapse.

· Literature becomes a voice against environmental destruction.



Slide 14 — Findings

· Dai foregrounds traditional ecological knowledge.

· Nature is portrayed with emotional, spiritual, and ethical depth.

· Myths and folklore act as ecological tools.

· She warns about erosion of natural wealth and environmental imbalance.

· Literature as a medium for ecological awareness.



Slide 15 — Conclusion

· Mamang Dai contributes significantly to Indian eco-literature.

· Her writing bridges humans, spirits, and nature as one community.

· Indigenous wisdom provides sustainable models for modern society.

· Both texts highlight ecological balance and consequences of ignoring it.

· Literature becomes a call to protect the environment.
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