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Abstract
[bookmark: _6xw61yk5ymhr]This study evaluated the proficiency in Filipino comprehension among Grade 7 learners at AMCC Academy through a structured tutoring intervention. Using a quantitative experimental research design, the study utilized a pre-test and post-test approach to measure improvements in students' comprehension skills. Out of an initial 30 students, 10 were identified as non-passing in the pre-test, and 5 of these students participated in the tutoring sessions conducted by Senior High School researchers. The results showed a significant improvement in student performance, with individual score increases ranging from 9 to 17 points. Statistical analysis using a paired t-test yielded a computed t-value of 7.59, which exceeded the critical t-value of 2.776 at a 0.05 significance level. Consequently, the null hypothesis was rejected, demonstrating that the tutoring intervention effectively enhanced the learners' mastery of Filipino comprehension. The findings suggest that targeted instructional support and collaborative peer tutoring are vital strategies for addressing literacy gaps and improving academic outcomes in Filipino language education. 
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INTRODUCTION
Language itself is the embodiment of our identity. It speaks to who we are, our history, tradition and heritage. It is a constant reminder of how the foundation of culture influences our way of expression, our beliefs, and our core societal values which also provides a structure in our education’s learning styles and teaching methods. As Filipinos, our language brings us into one shared community where there are shared values, customs and connection. It helps us see the world around us, inside and beyond. Yet the English language has grown significantly dominant in our everyday lives. It has become an instrument of day to day communication in schools, media and government, hindering the use of our mother tongue especially among younger generations. 
Learning in one’s mother tongue enhances comprehension, engagement, and critical thinking, but 40% of learners lack this opportunity (UNESCO, 2025). The shift in language policies means some Filipino kids are losing touch with their local dialects and cultures, and there’s not enough data on how this impacts their comprehension, critical thinking, and sense of identity in the long run. There's also a gap in teaching methods and resources designed for multilingual education, so it's not clear how to balance English, Filipino, and mother tongues effectively. The main problem is that the strong focus on English in schools and society is causing younger Filipinos to use their national language less, which could lead to a loss of cultural identity and weaker learning outcomes. There is a need to find out how language policies impact students’ performance and their connection to Filipino culture, especially when English is more recognized than their own mother tongue.
Solving this problem matters to teachers, students, and families who want to keep the Filipino culture alive and help kids learn better. This study can help schools enhance language policies, show the effects of English dominance, and develop learning methods that support both education and Filipino identity. The information from this research can benefit not only the community but also enable decision-makers to improve the country's educational system.

METHODS
This study employed a quantitative experimental research design using a pre-test and post-test approach to measure the outcomes of a tutoring intervention. This design allowed the researchers to gather objective, quantifiable data on students’ proficiency in Filipino comprehension while comparing performance levels before and after the implementation of the program. The research instruments, which included two sets of standardized tests, were constructed based on the Grade 7 Filipino curriculum and were validated by a subject expert to ensure they accurately measured the intended learning outcomes.
Participants were purposively selected from the Grade 7 learners at AMCC Academy during the first semester of the 2025–2026 school year. Specifically, the sampling focused on 10 learners who did not meet the passing mark in the initial pre-test, with 5 students ultimately participating in the intervention following parental consent. Ethical considerations were strictly followed throughout the study, including the acquisition of informed consent from parents and guardians, ensuring that student safety and well-being remained the priority during the tutoring sessions.
Data analysis involved the use of descriptive and inferential statistics to evaluate the effectiveness of the tutoring program. Quantitative data from the pre-test and post-test were summarized using mean, standard deviation, and frequency distribution to identify the average performance and variability of scores. A paired t-test was then utilized to compare the scores and determine if the improvements in student performance were statistically significant. The integration of these statistical treatments provided a reliable basis for confirming the positive impact of the tutoring intervention on the learners' mastery of Filipino comprehension

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
A total of thirty (30) Grade 7 learners were initially assessed to determine their baseline proficiency in Filipino comprehension. The results from the pre-test revealed that ten (10) students did not meet the passing criteria, indicating a significant need for instructional support. Following a structured tutoring intervention conducted by Senior High School researchers, the five (5) participating students showed substantial academic gains. Post-test scores demonstrated that 80% of the tutored group achieved passing marks, with individual score improvements ranging from 9 to 17 points. These findings confirm that targeted peer tutoring is a simple yet effective means of bridging literacy gaps and enhancing mastery of the Filipino subject.
The study found that the tutoring intervention addressed a wide range of comprehension difficulties, moving students from "Not Passing" to "Passing" levels. Statistical analysis using a paired t-test yielded a computed t-value of 7.59, which is significantly higher than the critical t-value of 2.776. This consistency in score improvement across all participants suggests that the intervention successfully reinforced foundational reading skills and contextual interpretation. These results reflect broader educational findings that scaffolded support and immediate feedback are essential for students struggling with language-based subjects.
Despite the measurable success of the program, the researchers noted that long-term sustainability depends on consistent engagement and parental support. While the tutoring proved effective, only half of the eligible students participated due to the requirement for parental consent. This highlight emphasizes the importance of strengthening school-home collaboration to ensure that all learners who are performing below grade level can benefit from these types of remedial programs. Future implementation of similar tutoring models could further validate these strategies and support the survival of Filipino language proficiency among younger generations.
 Table 1. Pre-Test and Post-Test Performance Comparison

	Student ID
	Pre-Test Score
	Post-Test Score
	Score Increase
	Status Improvement

	Student A
	25
	38
	+13
	Not Passing to Passing

	Student B
	25
	34
	+9
	Not Passing to Passing

	Student C
	18
	35
	+17
	Not Passing to Passing

	Student D
	18
	34
	+16
	Not Passing to Passing

	Student E
	18
	27
	+9
	Remained Not Passing

	AVERAGE
	20.8
	33.6
	+12.8
	Significant Gain



The tutoring intervention addressed various levels of comprehension difficulty, ranging from basic vocabulary recognition to more complex contextual interpretation of Filipino texts. For instance, Student C showed the highest improvement with a 17-point increase, moving from a failing score to a high passing mark, while Student A and Student B also demonstrated significant mastery after the sessions. These findings align with existing educational literature, which indicates that peer-led tutoring and scaffolded instruction serve as practical, low-cost alternatives to traditional remedial classes in improving student literacy and academic performance (DepEd, 2023). This consistency suggests that the strategies used by the researchers reflect effective pedagogical practices, indicating that targeted academic support is essential for closing the achievement gap in language-based subjects.

CONCLUSIONS
The findings prove that the tutoring intervention remains integral to the academic progress of Grade 7 learners at AMCC Academy, serving both a remedial and supportive role within the school community. The improvement in student scores reflects a measurable capacity for growth when learners are provided with targeted, scaffolded support. The alignment of these results with broader educational literature further supports the value of peer-led tutoring as a sustainable strategy for academic recovery. The significant jump in performance—averaging a 12.8-point increase—suggests that the intervention, while brief, provided a foundational framework that allowed students to bridge the gap between their baseline knowledge and the curriculum requirements. These parallels observations by educational theorists who argue that personalized instructional feedback often approximates the benefits of one-on-one formal tutoring by addressing specific, individual learning barriers.
However, the limited participation rate due to parental consent requirements and the variability in student progress threaten the long-term sustainability of this tutoring model. Without deliberate efforts to institutionalize these remedial sessions, both the academic momentum of the students and the continuity of peer-mentorship programs may be lost. The study highlights the need for collaborative, school-wide documentation of student progress and more robust systems for integrating remedial support into the standard academic calendar. Furthermore, though the intervention demonstrated clear therapeutic promise for the learners' grades, the absence of longitudinal tracking restricts the ability to determine the long-term retention of these comprehension skills. Scholars in the field of reading literacy advocate for integrated educational policies that acknowledge the need for continuous, rather than sporadic, academic support to ensure scientific and pedagogical standardization. Therefore, the present study underscores the need for school-led documentation, consistent remedial scheduling, and formal collaborations to preserve and legitimize the tutoring traditions of the academy for future grade levels.
It is recommended that the school administration, the Filipino department, and the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) work together to establish institutionalized conservation strategies for remedial support, integrate systematic tutoring into the school curriculum, and support further action research that validates the pedagogical impacts of such interventions. Doing so will not only preserve the academic standards of the institution but also strengthen community-based educational systems.
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