

- 10 -


       









“Emergence of Trade in Kalimpong in 18th to 19th century through historical perspective” Researched by Pratikshya Niroula of Kalimpong,West Bengal 









CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION


The term Trade refers to the exchange of goods between two or more individuals. It can be carried out internally and externally varying from country (domestic trade) or between countries (international trade). Trade is essential for economic growth and development. It allows nations to concentrate in producing what they are most capable of and provide access to goods and services that they cannot produce domestically. The etymology of Trade is derived from the relation between the quantities of factors of production required to produce a unit of the same commodities in different countries.1 The activity of buying and selling or of an exchange or services between people or countries. It is also a particular area of business and the people or companies that are connected with it. The trade indicates ‘terms of interchange’, within this product range, on which trade would takes place was determined by the relative ‘strength of the demand ‘of the countries for the commodities.2 Secondly, Traders as per Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, “a person who buys and sells things as a job called traders”.3 They are spinter of trade, who completes the trade, carries it forward. Trader does not exist without trade. Thirdly the term trading centers refers as a hub where goods and services are exchanged and center often facilitate transaction between business and individuals within a specific industry or geographical region, while others may focus on its social significance, seeing it as a place for cultural gathering. However, Trade and Traders interlinked through various ways like Traders promote Trade by responding to supply and demand, Traders play a role in determining prices through their selling and buying activities and they connects across borders by facilitating national and international trade. In ancient times Trade occurs through barter system where the exchange of goods and service directly without the use of money. Eventually, societies began to standardize certain commodities as form of money and replace barter trade with money system.




1 Rostow, W.W. (1950). “The Terms of Trade in Theory and Practice”, The Economic History Review,
Vol. 3, No.1, p.3.
2 Ibid. p.3.
3 Hornby A.S. (1962). Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English., Oxford University Press
New Tork, p.1627.

Right from the days of the Indus valley civilization trade was one of the great up builders of the economic well being of the country. This involved the export of spices, metals and even textiles from India to others parts of the world. However, trade and trading activities involving every knock and corner of the Indian subcontinent had reached much later in some of the regions of India. It is after the advent of British that trade as one of the important economic activities was carried in Bengal. Before the British supervision, basic feature of the economy of this region was subsistence economy. So, the British Government was very much concerned to make the region economically possible one. With this notion, the British East India Company adopted various economic measures to make the region commercially developed. The historic Charter Act (1833) was a key moment in the sense that it opened our country for free trade4. It made easy for the entrance of the traders, merchants and capitalists with different habits, different ideas, and different principles to regulate British business in India. So, through the policy of laissez faire process, the economic activities started in this region and this region gradually got connected to the world trade.5 It delivered agricultural crops like tea, jute, tobacco, food grains and other farming products as well as natural resources like timber as trading items to different parts of the countries. Thus, Traders and merchants both from the regional and non-regional and even from the foreigners took up courage to spread their business sphere in this region like Jalpaiguri, Darjeeling, and Kalimpong and so on.
Among these regions, Kalimpong as one of the sub division of Darjeeling district served as an important area for trade and trading activities. Kalimpong is a small town and it is associated with ‘Land of Orchids’. It is located in present day West Bengal. It is situated in the outer Himalayas, mostly east of the Teesta River, West of Ni-Chu and Jhaldhaka rivers, South of Sikkim and Bhutan and north of Jalpaiguri district. It lies between 260 51’and 270 12’N Latitude and 88028’and 880 53’E Longitude. The existence origin of the name Kalimpong remains obscure till date. Many scholars have put many theories on the origin of the name. Mr. K.P.Tamsang who has written profoundly informative book, The Unknown and Untold reality about the Lepcha’s where he stated that the etymology of Kalimpong is kalenpung which is the Lepcha language means ‘hillock of assemblage’.6 K.P.Tamsang also mentioned that this was earlier derived as ‘kaleebung’and later into Kalimpong. Another meaning of Kalimpong

4 Ghosh.S. (2010). “Industries, Trade and Trading Communities of North Bengal (West Bengal) 1833-1933: A study of Economic History’’p.307.
5 Ibid, p.307.
66 “History of Kalimpong.’’Darjeeling news.net.Darjeeling News Service. Archived from the original on 5 February 2007.

is ‘ridges where we play’ it is yet to believed that when the Bhutan ruled Kalimpong the Bhutanese tax collector would descend upon the present day site of the Kalimpong town to collect their levy.7 The Lepchas vassals would provide entertainment for the overlords in the forms of women, songs, dances, and sports. This annual affair took on a carnival like transformation and the area came to be associated to a ‘ridge where the Lepcha played’ and made merry. The Tibetan translation of the word Kalimpong is ‘The stockade of king ministers’ from the two Tibetan words ‘kalon’ meaning kings and ministers and pong means stockade.8 Some Tibetan scholars translate Pong as assembly, in which case Kalimpong would mean ‘assembly of kings and ministers’. The hills people also call Kalimpong as ‘Kalibong’ or the black spurs9. However, the meaning that has found the most favors is ‘Ridges where we play’. Another view point is that a fibrous plant Kalium found in this region with this part also the word Kalimpong derived.10 Many historians have also provoked the fact that Kalimpong word derived from the Tibetan word Kaflifung which means ‘shaped like a forehead’. Lepchas used to call Kalimpong as Kundebung which means polygonum plant [thotney] which is sour in taste.
Kalimpong as the nearer border of Tibet made it most important entrepot to that country and the most significant trading hub of the region. Situated at one end of what was popularly known as the ‘silk route’,11 Kalimpong became the gateway to Tibet. The silk route through kalimpong actually supplied more import of yak products, gold dust, musk but mostly wool. The modes of transportation of these goods to the trading centers are through trains and caravans. Mule trains delivered wool to Kalimpong and stored in main trade center named Unn godams in 11th mile kalimpong.12 The mule trains or caravans that started from Kalimpong generally took two to three days to reach the Jelepla crossing route via Damasng, Pedong, Reshi, Rhenock, Lingtam, Lingtu and Kupup. On crossing the Jelepla it entered the Chumbi valley which is the most important prosperous center of the Tibet at that time.13 Apart from Tibet trade Kalimpong witnessed only two or three percent of Trans –frontier trade with others parts like Sikkim, Bhutan and Nepal. The main trading center of Kalimpong during 1860 to 1950s were the

7 Tamang, K.P.(1998). ‘‘The Unknown and Untold Reality about the Lepchas’’, University of Michigan.
8 ‘’Kalimpong Etymology”. Government of West Bengal. Archived from the original on 5 December 2008.
9 Jain,S. C. Kalimpong past and Present(1700 to2017) ( Journey from the Sikkimese Empire to Kalimpong District)Himalayan times 2017.
10 ‘Kalimpong’’.NITPU Kolkata, West Bengal. Archived from the original on 6 October 2008.
11 Jain,S. C. Kalimpong and the Silk Route. Darjeeling Chronicles september3,2023
12 Bhutia.T. T. (2021).Revisiting Kalimpong in Memory and History: A look into the town’s vibrant past.
Zubaan Publication Ltd 2021.
13 Majumdar.E.(1994). ‘The Route: A study of the trade route connecting the frontier trade port of Kalimpong with the plains of Bengal and Lhasa (1865-1965).Indian History Congress, vol.55.

English villas in the 11th mile and Nepali building in the 10th mile used as shops, store, trade center and also living quarters for many employees owned by Newari merchant named Bhajuratna Kansakar.14 Secondly, the Arjun go -dams known as Unn go-dams located also in 11th mile where the main center where wool extracted and stored and then was forwarded to Kolkata for export to England and elsewhere. Pedong and Lava served as the registering stations or center where exported to and imported from Sikkim when the value of exports and imports rose considerably. 15Likewise the trade of Kalimpong existed till the 1962 after the Anglo-China war.
In understanding the development of trade in Kalimpong, the Bhutanese occupation in Kalimpong and Treaty of Sinchula are significant. The Bhutanese occupation in the area of Kalimpong between 1700 and 1707 was the circumstances or the factors under which the present day area of Kalimpong came under the Bhutanese.16 The Bhutanese then put the present day area of Kalimpong under the administration of the fort of Damsong, which was under the control of the Zongpen [commander] of Dalim Fort. Kalimpong remained under the Bhutanse Empire for the next 160 years i.e. till 1865 after which the British annexed it into the British Empire along with the “athars duars”, after the Anglo Bhutan war and the Treaty of Sinchula.17 After the annexation of the British that Kalimpong developed initially. Initially, after the annexation, Kalimpong was put under the Deputy Commissioner of Western Duars district but a year later in 1866, this Kalimpong region was transferred to the district of Darjeeling. 18Then Kalimpong was administered under Darjeeling sub division. Although Kalimpong was annexed into British India in 1865, it remained for the next two decades. In the mid 1880 with the coming of the Scottish mission in Kalimpong , they initiative various developments in Kalimpong and their effort initiated the development of Kalimpong as well as creating all the infrastructure that a modern town required.19 From that time the opening of the Indian-Tibet Trade through the silk route which brought Kalimpong as a small town to National and International prominence. Kalimpong became trading points for wools, furs and food grains between India and Tibet.


14 Hilker,D.Kansakar. (2005). Syamukapu: the Lhasa Newars of Kalimpong and Kathmandu. Kathmandu: Vajra Publications.
15 The Trade of Bengal with Nepal, Tibet, Sikkim and Bhutan in 1921-22; Government of Bengal, Calcutta.1922.
16 Malley, O’L. (1907). Darjeeling Gazetteer 1907.
17 Jain,S. C. Kalimpong Past and Present. Himalayan times 2017.
18 History of Kalimpong. Darjeelingnews.net. Darjeeling News Service. Archived from the original on 5 February 2007.
19 Jain, S. C. Kalimpong Past and Present. Himalayan times 2017.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM:
Kalimpong is a small place existed as a sub division in Darjeeling district of Bengal. It evolved as trading hub over a period of time because of the strategic location it touches different places like Sikkim, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan etc. Kalimpong served as an important trading post between India and Tibet from colonial period. But trade and trading activities in Kalimpong flourished it in the 19th century. It was significant for facilitating the exchange of goods, culture, and ideas between these regions, contributing to economic development and cultural exchange in the Himalayan region. The main significant feature of Kalimpong trade during 1860 to 1960s is that it provides immense livelihood opportunities for traders from outside the region of Kalimpong to buy and sell goods. After, 1860 trade and trading activities in Kalimpong was carried out more inclusively. It specifically involved traders belonging only to the region and denied the participation of others from outside the region. Another important thing about Kalimpong as a trading centre is it served as a favorable point towards selling their goods in Tibet and many others area in the Himalayan region. This is because transportation of goods is easier and convenient from this area to other regions. At the same time the goods and items required for trade could be sold at fair and good prices. Trading items like wool, spurs, food grains and musk were sold and some these product was imported from Tibet to Kalimpong and it further transported to other countries from Kalimpong.
Although a wide range of studies had been done on trade in Kalimpong, comprehensive understanding of Kalimpong trade in connection with certain trading centers is not highlighted. The importance of trading center like the Unn godams near 11th mile, trading centers of Newar merchant like Nepali building in the 10th mile and English Villa in the 11th mile, centers like Pedong and Lava has been left untouched and it was totally ignored. Exploring these centers in connection with the trading activities of the region will provide a new scope of understanding trade in Kalimpong. Also the involvement of different trading communities like Marwaris from the higher Brahmin caste, Tibetan a micro migrants group of Tibetan exile in India, Newars from Kathmandu Nepal who settled in kalimpong and started trade business and has been part of Tibet trade need a proper and thorough analysis to gained an insight of the involvement of these communities in trade. While various works on trade in Kalimpong has highlighted about the trading routes, addressing the proper networks of trade is essential.
This study attempts to analyze the various trading center that existed between Kalimpong and Tibet which remained vital trading spots. It aims to highlight the different trading communities

who have been part of trading groups of that time. Also, the study proposes to deal with the decline of trade during the 1950s due to severe flooding and landslide which had damaged the trade route in Kalimpong and a geopolitical tension of Indo-China war 1962 that leads to decline of trade between Indo-Tibet regions.


[bookmark: REVIEW_OF_LITERATURE:]REVIEW OF LITERATURE:


T.Zimba, in his journal, “Colonial Aspiration of Tea Trade in Trans Himalaya: A Study of the Prospect of The Darjeeling Tea Trade in Tibet (1860-1900)”,20 has tried to study and understand the prospect of Darjeeling Tea in the Trans- Himalayan Trade. It also deals with the fact, how the colonial government promoted Darjeeling tea in Tibet. Tea trade in China was done through imports and it helped in providing employments to different tea traders. Brick tea fetched price as per their quality and it was transported by means of manual labor. Planters were instructed to make tea as per the Tibetan taste. Colonial were always in search of Market in Tibet. Many pamphlets were distributed for circulation of tea in Tibet. Kalimpong Mela was started by tea planters to showcase their tea. This article has mainly highlighted and analyzed about the export of tea items in Tibet from Darjeeling district however it has not fully mentioned about other items of commodities that has been exported.


Kamal Tuladhar in his book “Caravan to Lhasa: Newar Merchants of Kathmandu in Traditional Tibet”21 author had provided a straight forward account of the caravan journey of the Newar merchants migrating from Kathmandu to Lhasa via Kalimpong to conduct trade, However the author included a detailed series of overall description, including changes in political conditions that affected commercial activities, therefore, the book concentrate on the contextual information provided by the author rather than simply narrating the life story of caravan journey. The social situation and political environment surrounding Tibet and the Himalayan trade routes introduced in the account of the lives of merchants. A political shift was unfolding across the region and thus affected the commercial activities of the Newar

20 Zimba, T. (2017) .Colonial Aspiration of Tea Trade in Trans Himalaya: A study of the prospect of the Darjeeling Tea Trade in Tibet (1860-1900). International Research Journal of Interdisciplinary & Multidisciplinary {IRJIMS}, 3{1}.134-142.
21 Tuladhar Kamal. (2004). Caravan to Lhasa: Newar Merchants of Kathmandu Traditional Kathmandu:
Tuladhar Family, Tibet.

merchants as they conducted business not only in Lhasa but also across a wide area from Kathmandu to Tibet. The author described the changes brought about by the British military expedition led by Colonel Francis Young husband in 1904. Kathmandu’s significance diminished as merchants began directly ship items purchased in Kolkata to Lhasa rather than via Kathmandu. However, in this book it has not fully mentioned and talked about the other communities who were also taking part in the trading activities.


Diki Sherpa, in her article “Sino-Indian Border Trade: The promise of Jelep La”22 Author has mentioned about that decade that marked the beginning of the border trade between Indian and China. Through Nathu-La deficiencies in infrastructural development relative to China to promoted for road building. Sustained trade through Nathula has continued mainly in favor of India. This paper focuses on the potential Western region for the trade via Nathula. Secondly India evaluating its comparative advantage in this sector and viewing the re-opening of Jelep La as available option for further increase of bilateral trade and this paper further suggest about the historical significance of Jelep La from Kalimpong which facilitates routes access to Tibet. But on the hand, author has not mentioned about the proper trade routes linkage from Kalimpong to Jalepla for Tibet-Lhasa trade.

Khandu-om dorji in his journal, “a brief history of Bhutan house in Kalimpong” 23 he mentioned that kalimpong was booming trade center on the frontier of Sikkim, Tibet and Bhutan before China took over Tibet. The old Bhutan house known as lower koti had beautiful stables called the raja koti stables. Gongzim ugyen dorji business agenda were settled in the Kalimpong where his personal horse trading way established. He supplied a lot of animal to the British army. The mule trains from Tibet to Kalimpong would pass by the road in front of Bhutan house known as Dasho paljor dorji road. It was a big business those days as mules and horse were the chief mode of transport. Here highlight about that person Sonam Tobgye Dorji who was business man and his contributions are marked in Kalimpong such as the popular ‘haat bazar’ named after him. On the contrary, author has only mentioned about the haat bazaar as weekly markets but he failed to attempts different trading center of Kalimpong of that time.



22 Sherpa, D. (2017). Sino-Indian border Trade: The Promise of Jelepla. Institute of Chinese Studies.45.1-9.
23 Dorji,Khandu-Om. (2008). A brief history of Bhutan house in kalimpong. Journal of Bhutan studies 19
,no.2;9-33

E. Majumdar, in his article, “The Route : A Study of the Trade Route Connecting the Frontier Trade Part of Kalimpong with the Plains of Bengal and Lhasa (1865-1965)”.24 Author has mentioned about the path of communication between the area of Bengal and Lhasa for the trade of the Tibet was via town kalimpong which was started by the British. First things that the contact of Kalimpong was made in the campaign of 1864, when the Suba [governor] was against of armed forces and it has been sent to Bhutanese fort [dalimkot] situated east part of Kalimpong town .With the establishments of trade, road communication was also started government report submitted in 1866 pointed out that Tibet trade via Kalimpong had not flourished due to the bad condition of the Teesta valley road. The road condition led to the impact on the development of Kalimpong as trade center. And here mentioned about the main trading routes from Kalimpong bazaar to the final trade spot Jalepla about 65 miles from Kalimpong via Pedong over 6000 feet at about 13miles from Pedong there was steep descent about 2800 feet to Reshi valley with crossing adjoining Rhenock 5000 feet the first station of Sikkim. While steep reached touched Lingtu and descending town to Rongli-Chu. A path moved through the Kupup valley to the Jalepla. However, he failed to highlight about the different items that were imported and exported during Tibet-Lhasa trade.

T.Harris, in her article, “Wool, Toothbrushes, and Beards Kalimpong and the ‘Golden Era’ of cross- border Trade. Transcultural encounters in the Himalayan borderlands. Kalimpong as a “Contact zone.” 25Author has mentioned that the importance of Kalimpong as an entrepot for the Tibet trade narratives of economic life expose much more than a straight forward continuous growth in wealth followed by a linear decline after the Chinese troops arrived in Tibetan speaking areas in the 1950s. In the case of Kalimpong, the entry of China into Tibet was not only event that led to changes in the economic and social landscape along the cross broader trade route, a combination of landslides, the availability of pack animals, improvements to road infrastructure and changes in transport were more immediate materials factors that significantly affected economic life in the town of the Tibetans, Marwari’s, Tibetan Muslim traders who were involved in the Kalimpong Lhasa trade. The specific route between Lhasa and Kalimpong forced open by the British entry into the chumbi valley in 1909 is

24 MAJUMDAR, E. (1994). THE ROUTE : A Study of the Trade Route Connecting the Frontier Trade Part of Kalimpong with the Plains of Bengal and Lhasa (1865-1965). Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 55, 630–638.
25 Harris, T. (2017). Wool, Toothbrushes, and Beards: Kalimpong in the Golden Era of Cross-border Trade, in M.Viehbeck (ed.), Transcultural Encounters in the Himalayan Borderslands, pp.205-222. Heidelberg: Heidelberg University Publishing.

illustrated by harrowing stories and images of mule caravans and their muleteers braving blizzards in Phari or Porters lugging bundles of musk and bones of imported commodities along the bustling 10th mile in Kalimpong. In this article, she has briefly mentioned every aspect of trade of Kalimpong but failed to add the factors of the trade for decline of trade.

T.Harris in her article, “Geographical diversions: Tibetan trade, global transactions. Geographical Diversions:”26 Author has mentioned about the traders emphasized their longstanding economic connection with traders living in the three cities of Kalimpong, Kathmandu and Lhasa. As a result many merchants and traders from Nepal also settled in Kalimpong. By the mid 20th century, Kalimpong had become one of the most important towns in region for the exchange of the commodities. Merchants and traders who worked along the Lhasa Kalimpong trade route were not just ethnic Tibetans but also Marwaris, Newars and Kashmiri who moved between and settled in Lhasa, Kalimpong , and Kathmandu.

The book on “The Marwari Community in Eastern India” written by Narayan Chandra Saha,27 mentioned the origins and historical background of Marwari as a community. He examined the Marwari community, their origin and their expansion into the North Bengal region particularly Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Kalimpong in an understandable way. He offers a comprehensive picture of the Marwari participation and their initiatives in these areas. He throws light on their all aspects of business enterprise. He also mentioned about different Marwaris traders started their business in the town.



T.Brox, Gyalo Thondup and Anne F. Thurston, in their book, “the noodle maker of Kalimpong: the untold story of my struggle for Tibet,”28 It is an amazing work on the life of the Dalai Lama. For more than half a century, noodle maker Gyalo Thondup has been a well-known figure in the Himalayan mountain town of Kalimpong and he lived in the 8th mile Kalimpong working in his own Noodle factory. But his history was obscure until 2010 then after knowing the townsmen discovered his true identity. Gyalo Thondup is none other than the older brother of

26 Harris,T.( 2013). Geographical Diversions: Tibetans Trade, Global Transactions. Athens: University of Georgia Press.
27 Saha, N. C. (2003). The Marwari Community in Eastern India: A Historical Survey Focusing North Bengal. Decent Books, New Delhi.
28 Brox, T. (2017). ‘Gyalo Thondup and Anne F. Thurston. The noodle maker of Kalimpong: the untold story of my struggle for Tibet. Asian Ethnicit, vol 18.

the Dalai Lama and his special representative, a trusted person between Tibet and foreign leaders from Chiang Kai-shek to Jawaharlal Nehru, Zhou Enlai to Deng Xiaoping. Thus it talks about the history of Kalimpong and its relations with Tibet. However, in this book, author failed to highlight the main aspect of trade relation between Tibet and Kalimpong during colonial times.



W.Van Spengen, in his article, “The Geo-History of Long-Distance Trade in Tibet 1850- 1950”,29Author has mentioned about the collapse of the Tibet wool trade at the end of the year 1930s, due to the geopolitical turmoil and war which led decline on the Tibetan nomads. Their wool exports partly re-channeled via ‘Sungpan’ and ‘Tachienlu’ had become impracticable because of civil war in Szechuan, as well as renowned Sino-Tibetan frontier fighting part of the wool produced in the northern nomads countries founds its way to foreign markets via Lhasa and Kalimpong. The reorientation of the Tibetan wool trade to the South part underlined a location shift of long-distance trade through the Central Himalayas which had already become noticeable from the end of the nineteenth century onwards. By the turn of the twentieth century, Kalimpong had definitively replaced the entrepot of Trans-Himalayan trade, even to the extent that Newar merchants from Kathmandu shifted their position of activity to Kalimpong. The Marwari’s of Kalimpong and the case of Tibetan government traders like Pangda Tsang have already been mentioned and others too, looked to join this more formalized trade.

Diki Sherpa, in her article, “Kalimpong, a centre of convergence: trade, town and people”.30 Author had attempted to explore the distant past of Kalimpong started under caravan trade across the Indo-Tibetan border. To facilitate the trade in this region Jalepla was preferred as a principle route which linked the British Empire through Lhasa. Kalimpong which acted as an entrepot for the Indo-Tibetan trade in the first half of the 20th century was one of such town, where trade was raised. And commodities like woolen and cotton, piece goods iron steel brass and copper sheets and wares sugar chemical kerosene etc were sent to Tibet in exchange of Musk, wool, Yak tails, Silver etc. Alost seven years since trade started, the landscape of the area started to change. To increase the efficiency of the goods circulation, the overland traffic was mechanized; half way through Teesta Valley extension of the Darjeeling Himalayan

29 Spengen,W.(1955). The geo-history of long –distance trade in Tibet, 1850-1950. The Tibet Journal. Volume no xx/2, p 18-63.
30 Sherpa, Diki. (2016). Kalimpong, a centre of convergence trade, town and people. Darjeeling Times.Com.

Railway was completed up to Gailkhola and opened for traffic in 1915.The considerable effort was out to improve the cart road from Teesta Bazaar to Kalimpong. Hence in 1916, it was declared as sub-division basically as pre-condition to develop it as a town. Not so long, Kalimpong originally hamlet, evolve as a vibrant social space in this process where various individual encountered each other in the similar social and economic sphere.

Tsheten T, Bhutia in her article “Revisiting Kalimpong in memory and History: A Look into the town’s Vibrant Past”,31 author has mentioned about that Kalimpong emergence as a thriving trade center in the region. Author primarily outlined the principal commodity of trade business that Kalimpong was known for- wool and it reflects that the extent to which the entire economy of the town was relied on this commodity of trade business that Kalimpong was highly dependent on this commodity for their livelihood. Author has also mentioned about the nature of the work done in that godown and also detailed type of the work done by the men and women and how much income they get from that godown. In the last section of the work how wool trade in Kalimpong comes to an end influenced by the political climate of the world and how it affect the lives of the individual of the town of Kalimpong.

William Wilson Hunter, “a Statistical Account of Bengal, Vol.X”,32 and author examined about the trading communities, including their racial and caste identities. Hunter depicted from the government report that shed light on the district. The report proved highly valuable in shaping the narrative of the Bengal history and the identity of the district as well. His discussion about the communication system and the town characteristics provided useful information. This works concentrated on the population census of the people from 1872. He discussed the trade with the neighboring region such as Sikkim, Tibet, Nepal and Bhutan.



Tina Harris, in her article, “Silk roads and wool routes: Contemporary geographies of Trade between Lhasa and Kalimpong”,33 Author has examine the ancient trade path and current commerce corridors trade routes connecting Lhasa in Tibet with Kalimpong in India, focusing on the flow of goods and cultural exchanges across these borderlands. The article explores into

31 Bhutia,T. T.(2021). Revisiting Kalimpong in Memory and History: A look into the town’s vibrant past.
Zubaan Publication Ltd 2021.
32 Hunter, W.W. (1876). A statistical account of Bengal. Vol. X. Trubner &Company, London, 1876.
33 Harris, T. (2008). Silk Roads and Wool Route: Contemporary Geographies of Trade between Lhasa and Kalimpong. University of Amsterdam.

the Socio-economic impacts of these trade routes and transformations they have undergone over time, especially considering geopolitical changes.

Karubaki Datta, in her journal, “Tibet trade through the Chumbi Valley- growth, rupture and reopening”,34 mentioned about that the Chumbi Valley of Tibet situated at the intersection of b Bhutan, India and China (Tibet) facilitated the flow of human migration from Tibet to the southern regions along with the exchange of religious and political ideas. The customary route for trade originated from Tibet. Enforced open by the British in 1904 through the Young husband Expedition when the border was completely shut. This remained the most popular trade route between Tibet and Kalimpong in Darjeeling District till 1962 China war when the border was finally sealed off.



[bookmark: OBJECTIVES]OBJECTIVES


The objectives of this research are:

1. To study trading centers and trading communities in Kalimpong region.
2. To explore the trading routes and trading items.
3. To study about the decline of trade during the 1950s.


[bookmark: METHODOLOGY]METHODOLOGY


This work on Trade and Trading Center in Kalimpong During 1860 to 1950s will follow analytical methods of research. Both primary and secondary sources will be used for this study. The archival documents which largely contain the colonial accounts have been used as a major source supporting the study. This will be supplemented by various books, journals, and articles.


[bookmark: CHAPTERIZATION]CHAPTERIZATION




34 Datta, K. (2014). Tibet Trade through the Chumbi valley-growth, rupture and reopening. Vidyasagar University Journal of History. Vol.2.

Chapter I: Introduction

This chapter deals with the framework of the study that includes statement of the problem, review of literature, objectives, methodology of the study and chapterization.
Chapter II: Trading center and trading communities of Kalimpong

This chapter mainly focused about the trading center of this region where good exported and imported and also mainly focuses on the different trading communities.
Chapter III: To explore trading route and trading items

This chapter explores the different trading routes from Kalimpong and also discuss about trading items.
Chapter IV: Decline of the trade during 1950s

This chapter will mention about the factors that led to the decline of trade during 1950s in Darjeeling District.
Chapter V: Conclusion

This  chapter  will  summarize  the  conclusion  of  all  the  above  mentioned  chapters.







CHAPTER II

Trading center and trading communities in Kalimpong region

This chapter mainly deals with the extent of the Trade and Trading center/communities in the Kalimpong region. Basically the course of trade and its volume depends so much on the cost of the transport that some estimate of the actual costs of transportation, especially in the hills, will be appropriate as an introduction to an account of the trade.35 By and large, trading centers mainly refers to the hub of commercial activities, such as buying, selling and exchanging goods from one particular center to others. The evolution of Kalimpong into an international center

35 Dash, A.J. (1947). Bengal District Gazetteers-Darjeeling. Publication 1947

for trade is a fascinating saga of geographic advantage, historical circumstances and cultural exchange. It remains historically a significant trading town center in the eastern Himalayas region which served as an important trade link between different regions. The emergence of Kalimpong as an international trade center can be traced back to ancient times when the region served as a crucial junction along the southern Silk Road. The trade center of Kalimpong was characterized by its vibrant markets and commercial activities. But the trade and the trading activities in the Kalimpong that flourished in the 19th century witnessed a paradigm shift in dynamics of trade with the arrival of British colonialists in the Indian subcontinents. In the mid 1880s the Scottish Christian missionaries came into Kalimpong.36 After their coming, they initiated with various developments in Kalimpong that an actual town required. So, it was the starting of the Indian-Tibet trade through the Jalepla pass and these things brought Kalimpong town into national and international distinction. This happened after the expedition of “Col.Younghusband” into Lhasa in the year 1904 and forced Tibetan government to sign a treaty.37 The main aspect of the expedition was the establishment of Tibet for trade mainly with British India. To facilitate this, Kalimpong served as a direct route to Lhasa-Tibet by passing through Jalpela. The significant features of Kalimpong trades are that it provides immense livelihood opportunities for traders from outside the region of Kalimpong to buy and sell their goods. The strategic significance of the towns in Kalimpong increased during the medieval period with the spread of Buddhism across the Himalaya region. Also, the temperate climate and fertile soil of the region attracted the Tibetan monks and traders who established monasteries and trading post in the vicinity. These religious and commercial settlements served as way point for travelers journeying between India and Tibet contributing to Kalimpong reputation as a vital trade center.
The 19th century experienced a transformative change in Kalimpong trade dynamics with the advent of British colonialists in the Indian subcontinents. Recognizing its potential as a gateway to the Himalayas, the British established administrative offices and commercial outposts in Kalimpong. Its market buzzed with activity as traders haggled over prices for different commodities like tea, silk, wool, spices, medicinal herbs38 and many others and negotiated deals in multiple languages reflecting the town cosmopolitan character. Meanwhile,

36 Banerjee, P. S. (19 May 2002). “A quiet hill retreat, far from the tourist crowd”. Spectrum, the Tribune. The Tribune Trust. Retrieved 17 February 2007.
37 Jain,S. C.(2017). Kalimpong past and present (1700 to 2017) (Journey from the Sikkimese Empire to Kalimpong District) .Himalayan times 2017.
38 Khawas,V. (31 December 2004). “The forgotten Way: Recalling the road to Lhasa from Kalimpong”. The Statesman. The statesman Ltd.

Kalimpong as a trading center became so prominence and prosperous for all traders to trade because Kalimpong had a cool pleasant climate all year around and a very mild winter which helped in maintain the quality of the wool and also made it easier to carry.39
Apart from that, Kalimpong was linked with the global market through the port of Kolkata in Bengal, and this expertise a constant flow of goods in both directions. Another reason for the preference of this route was it touched many important trade centers along the way which trade made it easier and profitable. This entire basis led Kalimpong trade sustainable, which led not only to the developments of the town’s trade center but also fostered a flow of knowledge from different places in the world.40 All this phenomena serving as a testament to the enduring spirit of enterprise and innovation defines Kalimpong as important historic trading town of the 19th and 20th century.
The growth of Kalimpong trade center was facilitated by different trading communities who were engaged in the trading activities. Trading communities plays a vital role in the development of trading centers by promoting various economic activities. Without these communities, the trading center may face many obstacles and also difficult to grow. The most important trading communities who promoted Kalimpong town to big centric of hub for exchange of goods and items, were mainly the Marwaris trading communities who involved with the export of items like cardamom, oranges, potato and also engaged in purchase of wool and others items that were brought or traded by the Tibetans and again that items were forwarded to Kolkata for export to England and America and so on.41 Secondly, the Tibetan trading merchant who involved in export of goods items like Wool from Tibet-Lhasa to Kalimpong. Apart from this, there were others traders like Newar trading Communities who came from Kathmandu to do business in Kalimpong. But least evidence of Nepali traders who engaged in Tibet-Lhasa trade, they work only in minimal range in an agricultural production.
MARWARIS COMMUNITIES

In the Rajasthan and its area, the generally people belongs to Marwaris. The term Marwaris in a Modern day has become synonymous with the commercial tribe.42 The Marwaris community
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in the Darjeeling district played a vital role in the development of trade and commerce. The factors encourage this people to migrate in this area in search of a new enterprise and livelihood in different parts of India. This was true in case of Darjeeling as well as Kalimpong. Marwaris migrated to Darjeeling (North Bengal) from several places in India.43 The early attitude of British toward this Indigenous group was sensitive and caring. They co-operated with them and provide much opportunity to these migrants to settle down here permanently. They were inspired and boost to occupy the shops established by municipality.44 The Marwaris, as commercial businessmen took the advantages of these circumstances to build up a trading center in Kalimpong as well as other parts of Darjeeling district. A.J. Das in his Bengal District Gazetteer Darjeeling commented that “Marwaris are by no means entirely confined to the towns”.45 In Sadar sub-division out of 1002 Marwaris only 55 lived in the town of Darjeeling. In the Kurseong sub-division 66 resided in Tea areas and in the Kalimpong 140 lives outside the urban area, 40 lives outside the town of Siliguri sub-division. 46The Deputy Commissioner estimates that the living expenses of a good trader Marwaris shopkeeper or traders in Darjeeling, including Municipal, house and shop rent about 15 to 25 rupees{$1,1os.od. to$2, 10s.od} per month. 47The Marwaris traders or shopkeepers of the town generally lived alone for business purpose without their family. In 1940s also A.J Dash observed that “the finance of trade and agriculture in the District is mainly in hands of those who control trading i.e. Marwaris and to a much smaller extent British”.48
Initially, the trading network of Marwaris communities established in the 19th century with the Himalayan Countries like Tibet are passed through Darjeeling. After 1865 the route was shifted to Kalimpong. According to the evidence of the Deputy Commissioner, Marwaris bankers transacted banking business in Kalimpong and other Darjeeling District. The Sub- divisional officer, Kalimpong provided further information by listing the names of some important firms operating in the field namely Lachmandas Ramchandra, Purukhechand Lakmichand, Koramal Jhethmul, Juteram Ramrikhdas siram Mulchand and Khetsidas Ramlal. Besides banking, they also carried on trade in piece- goods, wool, cardamom, grains etc and invested about 75 percent of the resources in it. They financed agriculture, trade, contract work
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etc and charging interest varying from 9 to 18% annum on big loans up to 72 ½ % per annum on minor loans granted generally for a year. Large Marwaris private banking firms registered under the money- lender act are more closely concerned with actual trade financing.49 Bengal District Gazetteer mentions that the Marwaris dominates most of the exporting trades viz- cardamom. Oranges and potatoes and practically all the import trade of consumption goods.50 In addition they have an almost complete control of the retail sale of consumption goods to and of the purchase of produce from the small consumer and producer. The important Marwaris firm was established by Jetmull Bhojraj in the year 1845 and firms were established in Kalimpong soon after its annexation from Bhutan.51 In this way, Marwaris control over the commodity trade and industries of the district practically completed during the 20th century.
TIBETAN TRADING COMMUNITIES

Apart from the Marwaris, the Tibetans are other trading communities in Kalimpong. It is said that the migration of Tibetan trading communities to Kalimpong was not sudden. British India had established a trade relation with Tibet during the mid 19th century. It is believed that their cultural ties were even older. Tibetans used to travel India for pilgrimage, because they regarded India as the holy land where Buddhism had originated.52 Overtime, pilgrimage facilitated commercial exchanged and there were trade relations with the border. In the Himalayan region, many Tibetans migrated to India and settled down in the town of Kalimpong, Darjeeling and Sikkim. A trade of wool started between Tibet and India through Kalimpong before the Chinese occupation, few Tibetans traders and merchant started settling in this part of India. The Tibetan would use the word Kalimpong to refer India as a whole.53The trade was worked on the system of advanced form where the Europeans buyer and Indian buyer advanced loans to the larger Tibetans merchant though not to small traders who brought down to 2 to 3 hundred maunds. For this form, they charged 1% every month. During summer and spring season, these traders gave advances to the owner of the sheep in Tibet and arranged to take delivery from October. By giving these loans for six months or more, taking delivery they were able to buy the wool at the rate per maund 3 or 4 rupees lower than world otherwise had been possible.54 Among this big traders, one of the important Tibetan merchant was Pangda
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Tsang, 55their family business spread over whole Tibet as far as china and also had their family business house branch in Calcutta, Sanghai and even Peking connecting the network of route even to Kalimpong. Other trading families were Sadu Tsang, Gyang Tsang and Andru Tsang.56 Most of these trading families came and settled in Kalimpong during the 19th and 20th century. There is evidence of traders coming to the town of Kalimpong regularly during the winter. This was a period of doing all trading activities after that it changed the quiet character of the town. In the present day, 10th mile and 11th mile in Kalimpong are the areas where all these Tibetans traders stayed. The wealthy and rich Tibetans traders used to sell thick bundles of joss stick, blankets made from coarse Tibetan wool, bales of silk and brocade, skin of leopard and so on.57 As an aftermath of this trade, a considerably Tibetan population started staying permanent in the	town	of	the	Kalimpong.



NEWAR TRADING COMMUNITIES

The Newar are also one of the traders or merchant who travelled between the Kathmandu valleys to Tibet in the 17th century. It is believed that ‘Singha Sarth Aju was the first Newar merchant to travel to Tibet. The history of the origin of Lhasa Newars dates back from the 17th century with the marriage of Nepalese Princess Bhrikuti with Tibetan king Songtsan Gampo. 58The traders and artisans who provided support Bhrikuti to move Lhasa as of her follower established commercial ties between Nepal and Tibet. 59 Returning merchants and craftsmen from Tibet area were called Lhasa Newars. The Lhasa Newars lived in Lhasa, Shigatse and Gyantse in Tibet and in Kolkata and Kalimpong for years at times. 60Lhasa, as a center on the Silk Road, attracted merchant caravans from across central Asia with whom the Lhasa Newar engaged in trade. The Kathmandu to Kyirong was a trading route for these merchant and their journey was completed in nine parts where they trade rice for Tibetan salt61. Apart from this, they exported finished products from Nepal and Kalimpong to Tibet and also they import others
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things from Tibet too. The Lhasa Newars brought from Kathmandu several items of goods to sell like back gold dust, wool, musk pods, pelts and yak tails in the Kalimpong town after that some of the products were forwarded to Kolkata. The Newars traders came in Kalimpong during the 19th century. Many of these Newars established trading center in Kalimpong. The most important Lhasa Newars of that time who had flourished his center in Kalimpong and also in Calcutta was Bhajuratna Kansakar who came Kalimpong during the 19th century and started to trade different items like the brass, copperware utensils and many more things. Others people like Purna Bir and Harka-Bir Shakya of Kathmandu were rich among Lhasa-Newars and established their firmly business in between Kalimpong and Lhasa-Tibet region.62 As a result of their trading activities the Newars used to stay in Kalimpong till the 20th century and many of them were used to settle in this town permanently.





Emergence of different trading centers

With the help of these above communities, trade began to start in town of Kalimpong and different trading center emerged within its periphery of the town. Trading center also known as trading hub is the location where traders meet to buy and sell their goods. These centers operate as a place for stock exchange, shop or market place. In the 19th century in Kalimpong only few center of market existed. It has a historical and strategic significance as a trading center because of the Trade route between India and Tibet and other adjacent borders countries like Nepal Bhutan and Sikkim too. Kalimpong as a town facilitated significant cultural exchanges due to its interaction between different traders. With this features different Trading centers emerged in this town.
The main vital trading hub center of Kalimpong were the Arjun das godown known as Unn godown located in the 11th mile Kalimpong, second one was the Pedong and the Lava served as the registering center of trade and with the migrants of the Lhasa Newar trader like Bhajuratna settled in Kalimpong. He was credited as the first person among the Newars to opened a famous center called Nepali building in the 10th mile Rishi road where different commodities like Copper utensils, Brass ware etc traded to Lhasa from Kalimpong. Another

62 Hilker, DS. (2005). Syamukapu: The Lhasa Newars of Kalimpong and Kathmandu. Kathmandu: Vajra Publication.

shop owned by Bhajuratna was the English villa which is located in the 11th mile below Bhutan house also served as an important center of trade in Kalimpong during the late 19th and the 20th century.


[bookmark: ARJUN_DAS_GODOWN_IN_11th_MILE_KALIMPONG:]ARJUN DAS GODOWN IN 11th MILE KALIMPONG:


In the reference to the trading center of Kalimpong like Arjun das godown also known as Unn godown in the 11th mile area near the Topkhana(which was also small trade spot of Tibet Lhasa trade) and this center named after business Marwari merchant named Arjun Das. In that godown, owner employed 200-300 women and men workers with different group of age and above 8-9 years can worked in that godowns. Each of that group got 10 paisa for a bundle. In this godown, owner was known as ‘Maharaja’ was from a usually a Marwaris community from the higher Brahmin caste.63 The Tibetan supervisor assisted godown maharaja in managing with Tibetan traders and ensured that each godown received its fair share of wool bundles. The wool from Tibet was sold to Tibetan merchant like Panda Tshang, Sandu Tshang and Reden Tshang living in Kalimpong and also to the Indian traders.64 It was cleaned and later it was exported via Calcutta to England and America from the port of Calcutta.65 In that time also Tibetan manager would have a parker pen with which he recorded the details of the trade and a Rolex watch which brought the way from Switzerland to see the time, Rolex Company had a niche market in Kalimpong among the wealthy merchants and traders.66 Apart from wool, bundles of goods contain watches pens, animal skin, silver coins and precious stone which were smuggled product to be sold in Indian market.
Nature of the work in Arjun-Das Godown:

The nature of the work in unn godown which had three types of work to be done after the arrival of the wool bundles from Lhasa –Tibet. The first type of work is usually done by men detaching the huge wool bundles from the animals back and carrying them to the work station in the godown. The second kind of work was the opening of the bundles cutting of the animal skin which is also known in Nepali as chamri in which it was wrapped and finally separating
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the wool from the dirt and other impurities likes animal dung known as gobar. It was a very difficult task because often the wool stuck to the skin, and taken out carefully without causing and damage to it. The third kind of work for everybody was to settle all the wools and package it properly and finally made the payment for their work. Women were also engaged in this godown for sorting out the wool. This work required a lot of energy and strength. If women were strongly strengthened then, she can also used to perform this work. The maximum amounted received by the kelauney work was Rs.3-Rs-4 for week shift. 67
After this stage of work, the wool bundles which were clean and sorted would be weighted in a huge weighing machine with manager and his Tibetan counterpart taking note of the quantity. After this, the bundles would be taken in horse carts and small wooden trucks to a centre point where a ropeway would transport the bundles all the way down to the Teesta River from where they would find their way to the Kolkata port. Most of the men and women who worked in that godown lived in the surrounding of the godown area. There were scattered huts and small villages all around the area, and most of the families near the godown were dependent on the wool trade business for their livelihood. Work in that center started by 8 am in the morning and continued till 5pm in the evening with lunch breaks in between.68 Women who worked as kelauney had flexible in their timing and had no attendance records. Any extra work would gain more payment depending on the nature of the work.
In the year1950, a Newar merchant from Kathmandu, Gyan Jyoti decided to rent this godown from a Marwari Samjimall with the monthly rented of 90 rupees. Therefore, this godown was flourished till 1966 but in 10th November 1967 this godown got burnt.69
Other Trade centers in the 11th mile Kalimpong

With the arrival of the Newars traders from the Kathmandu to Kalimpong, they came out with their own trading firm and items and after their settlement into Kalimpong they started with small business operation. The most important among the Newars traders was Bhajuratna kansakar, he travelled to Kalimpong with his faithful servant Thulecha {a tamang servant}. Enough ware had been brought by them to resell in Kalimpong. Bhajuratna searched for shop to rent and he rented his first shop which was located in the 10th mile {right in the centre of the
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town} and the shop which he rented had belonged to Kodamal Jethmal, a Marwari business class. The shop an adjoined room rented for monthly sum of 15 rupees. Bhajuratna began to sell his product like bronze, brass and copper. Bhajuratna’s trade got prospered and with it his popularity and influence. After he became popular his shop center started becoming the meeting point for the Newars merchant, the Tibetans and the Marwaris business class. And it became the place for all matters concerning the latest on the trade to Tibet. He built five stored house and this building was named as Nepali building.70 It was used as shops, trade center, store and also living quarters for many employees who worked in Lhasa Tibet trade. In his center he used to sell the items like Chiriboka was made of plain granulated sugar after melted slightly and quickly formed into smalls balls began to sell like hot-cakes among the Tibetans and Nepalese in sacks and with each sacks weighted approximately forty kilos.71 Apart from this sweet –candy, he used to sell his own product like the ware and copper household utensils etc and all this items were traded to Tibet with the help of thebas(Lhasa sahus) in 1921.72 In 1943, this building was burnt down. So, Bhajuratna brought another center in the year 1943 which was old beautiful English Villa at the 11th mile located below Bhutan house. So this house was surrounded with a green lawn, extensive farm land where Bhajuratna could grow vegetable in extensive way. In his lawn he had cultivated many more vegetables including millet, corn, and potatoes, onion, garlic, ginger, turmeric and other seasonal vegetables.73 Apart from others items Bhajuratna had marketed these items in weekly bazaar called Haat bazaar in Kalimpong where he benefited with monthly income of 53percent. Apart from this center, he had started his own establishment in Tibet at Phari, which lies between trade route to Lhasa. After him, his work and trade was done by his eldest son Jyoti kansakar. And Jyoti has set up a business house in Lhasa in 1939.
[bookmark: PEDONG_AS_A_REGIONAL_CENTER:]PEDONG AS A REGIONAL CENTER:
Pedong derives its name from a Pine tree which is 30 meter in height and 200 years old place and located in the middle of the kalimpong sub division. In Bhutanese language ‘Pe’ means Pine and ‘Dong’ stands for tree, i.e. Place of Pine trees.74 It is located on the ancient silk route
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which connects Lhasa from India via Jelepla. This traffic was quite one of the best along the frontier. As we know that it is located in the kalimpong sub-division, it was associated with the different commercial network in which all the out stations were closely inter-linked. Earlier there was a considerable amount of the traffic here for trade and a very large portion of it from Tibet, which had been registered at Chumbi valley. While in the early 1800’s, Kalimpong witnessed a thin flow of newcomers, arriving for trade. In this way with the advent of the Scottish mission in the Kalimpong region their efforts and idea made region a developed one. With this a Scottish mission Church was built in Pedong and a group of Swiss Priests from that mission who also recognized the value of the tea, established a tea garden named Damsong in Pedong , on the outskirt of Kalimpong.75 In compare with the Tea of Darjeeling here tea quality was low and differences exist between the aromas, color and taste due to the cultivation method. So, the tea for example was both imported and exported to different areas and the value of the imports increasing in 1906-07 as compared with 1905-06 by Rs.640, while the value of the exported decreased by Rs.233. 76Afterwards the greater part of the trade from south-east Sikkim was also registered at Pedong. Barun. De, Abani Mohan Kausari has mentioned in Bengal District Gazetteer Darjeeling (1980), which in 1880-81, trade with Sikkim was registered at Pedong. Imports items consist mainly of horse, others cattle’s food- grains, brass ware, salt etc. Like European brass and copper, salt and tobacco, sugar gunny bags, Tea etc were valued at a total of Rs 1.68 Lakh and Rs. 0.81 Lakhs respectively. 77
Pedong’s historical role as a trading center left an incredible mark on its identity and development during the British colonial period enhancing its significance in regional trade
[bookmark: Lava_as_a_center_for_trade]Lava as a center for trade
Lava is small village in Kalimpong district of west Bengal 34 kilometers east of Kalimpong town through Algarah. It is also base and the gateway for the famous Neora National Park. During the 20th century, the traffic office at Lava was the peripheral east of all the trade stations along the Bengal frontier. It was situated some 52,195 miles from the Sikkim frontier and about 490km distance from the Bhutan frontier. Route from both the countries passed through westerly direction towards Kalimpong. The trade from Bhutan entered Bengal through Lava. Proper trade was evidently negligible.78 But the mainstream of trade it passed direct to the south
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and entering British- territory in eastern Bengal. The Sikkim trade was great importance for Lava, the main route from this corner were passes through Pedong. In Bengal District Gazetteer Darjeeling {1980} it has been that the chief imports from Sikkim and Bhutan were hides, wax
, goats and ponies and butter, whereas the chief exports were tea, rice , flour, gram tobacco, kerosene oil, mustard oil, salt, spices and Indian piece- goods.79 All these goods items were collectively collected in the small area office at Lava and the office area a good one and stood at the main road and it was prominent by the sign board. The pay of the traders here was Rs.25 but later it was raised annually increments of Rs. 30 to 50.80
Therefore, with the assistance of various traders from the external areas, originally, they arrived and settled down in Kalimpong region and initiated commercial activities. Certain groups had inaugurated several trade centers in the town. In addition, others traders dispersed to various parts of Kalimpong for trading within the region. Trading centers like Arjun Das godown, designated as a market shop which was distinct from others centers. They engaged in the trade of goods such as Tibetan-imported wool, once more, those goods were shipped to Kolkata port and various others areas. Similar, the Nepali Building that functioned as shops and hubs for traders arriving from Lhasa. In these centers, different items were traded like the copper utensils, brassware and different metal items which were brought from Kathmandu and product was new to Kalimpong during 19th century and it was exported to Tibet also. Whereas the Pedong and Lava served as a regional trading center rather than shop, Pedong advertising the product mainly Tea which was not traded by other trading center and Tea was one of the most vital ingredients goods items of Pedong regional center. While Lava as also registered as regional trading center and it exported products like tobacco, salt, oil, spices, kerosene etc which was less exported from others centers. So, this trading centers and trading communities played and pivotal role in trade of Kalimpong during the 19th and 20th century.
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Chapter III

 The trading route and trading      items

The term trade route can be defined as a set of established paths and stopping points frequently used for the transport of commercial wares, in contrast to those used for leisure, military action, or institutional purposes. Trade routes can be determined by the possibilities offered by the physical nature of the landscape to be crossed but also by economic interests, social practices and infrastructure.81 This chapter will discuss about the different trading routes of Kalimpong and Lhasa Tibet trade. The route from Kalimpong to Tibet is connected via Pedong, Rishi, Rhenock, Rongli, Lingtam, Lingtu, and Kupup to reach Jalepla. It will also highlight the various trading items like Wool, food grains etc were that were traded.
The trade route connecting Kalimpong to the frontier part of the Himalayan trade like Tibet Lhasa started from the 19th century. The Lhasa-Kalimpong trade route also known as the Silk- route is a historic trade route that connected Lhasa, Tibet to Kalimpong, India. The route passes through the Jalepla mountain pass and spans 575 kilometers. The route was closed after the 1962 India- China war but it has been reopen now. The communication line between the plain of Bengal and Lhasa were a trade mark of Tibet, route was via Kalimpong which was an important creation of British. Before that traditional trade routes between India and Tibet were via Nepal. In the late 19th century where British established control over Sikkim in 1861 and Bhutan was oppressed in the Anglo-Bhutanese War {1864}, the direct path from Bengal to Tibet was organized. With the Treaty of Sinchula was formulated which brought a land strip of east of part of the Teesta river {present day part of the Kalimpong District} within India. So here over the long haul, Kalimpong became a linking point of trading center for Bengal and Tibet. Bengal- Kalimpong-Tibet route became the most important and prominent among all the traditional routes.82 By the 1924, half of the entire trade between Tibet and India passed through this route.
The importance of the route of Kalimpong begins after its annexation into India; this village came into consideration of an administrative headquarters as well as of the settlement of the Christian missionary. It is a small town in the British India that became famous in the early
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1990s due to its proximity to the Tibetan border and its role as an important trading hub. The Silk-Route, which connected Kalimpong to Lhasa, was a treacherous mountain path that took about three weeks to traverse today. All these factors provided to the development of road communication in this area. With the improvement of communication led its prominence as trade center.
During the construction of these trade routes all the forest were cut down, and cart road was laid down, wooden bridges were replaced with the suspension bridges, roads were made motor able. But Kalimpong and Tibet route remained used negotiable only by the horse and the mules caravan. A cart road was laid down connecting Teesta River and Siliguri to Kalimpong. Before the 1870 only possible way to move from Teesta River was through the Cane Bridge and further it was replaced by an iron suspension bridge which was made by iron. Up to the 1939 in the British era also that iron bridge was not replaced by the actual form of concrete bridge. 83This was the main disadvantage that government had reported in 1866 about that Kalimpong-Lhasa trade and not flourished due to the bad condition of the Teesta River because most of the trade items was imported and exported from Calcutta was transferred through this road only. 84
Transport of the trade items across this road ways was impossible so installation of other means of transportation like Ropeway was built from Gailkhola {which is nearby Teesta 29th mile} to Kalimpong. 85The ropeway served Kalimpong trade in a beneficial manner. The Kalimpong ropeway Co. Ltd was established in 1928 and all the goods was transit from Ropeway was landed in the Durpin. Now only half an hour was taken to transport goods between Kalimpong bazaar and Riyam rail head. Not only rope way was built but a two feet gauge steam tram way was operated which have a small powerful engine and it was started from the Siliguri up to Gailkhola only. But the main mode of transportation between Gailkhola and Kalimpong was bullocks cart horses and ponies. It is yet to believe that in the year 1915 extension of the railroad from Teesta valley to Kalimpong has also observed in this region. 86This railway junction was known to be Riyand rail head and it was two and half mile always from Kalimpong which also loaded with lots of goods product that was imported from the Kolkata. Due to devastating flood,
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occurred in the year 12th June, 1950s a destructive flood washed away the ropeway line.87 No initiative was taken by the government to repair their ropeways as it costs huge sum of money and maintenance. But trade continues again after the road construction of Teesta River using the same earlier means of transportation like Lorries or trucks to transport goods from Kalimpong to Siliguri.
Kalimpong–Lhasa trade route was the most important trade route in Tibet in the 19th century. The proximity of Kalimpong to the Tibetan- border made it the most important entrepot to that country and the most significant trading hub of the region, situated at the end popularly known as “silk route”. This is how Kalimpong became the gateway to Tibet. This route started at the booming market of Kalimpong and its way through the narrow and dangerous mountain path up to the Chola range. It then passes through the windy high altitude and the Plains of the Tibetan Plateau and ended up at the Lhasa. Other route was through Nathula that merged with the Jalepla route at a place named Phema.
While moving with the silk route trade, it begins with a description of the two passes i.e. Nathula and Jalepla where Nathula in Sikkim 1400feet and Jalepla {14,390} feet in Kalimpong are the two gateways where trade can transfer.88 But the Kalimpong –Lhasa traders used to follow only one path through Jalepla due to its treacherous topography and at that time did not see much traffic. Of these two, Jalepla used to be the most frequented of all the passes opening out into the Mochu valley near Chumbi valley. The road from these leads directly to the Lhasa- the capital of the Tibet.
Two more passes are Yak la which is closed to Nathula and Cho-la which leads more directly to Chumbi than any of the above and was formerly the main route from Sikkim to Phari in Chumbi.89 As we all know that the Kalimpong –Lhasa trade route was the shortest route connecting India and Tibet. All routes withstood to Kashmir or to Assam of nearly 2000 miles while this route covered only 95 miles between Phari and Kalimpong. So the Lhasa convention force fully opened trade arts at Phari and Gyantse which were situated in this route. Establishment and improvement of railway or ropeway enhanced the trade in these routes. The trade routes of the Nathula were not much important and gave less scope than the Jalepla.
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To reach out the Jalepla from the Kalimpong, the outward journey from Kalimpong bazaar which is{3.933 feet }started along the Rishi road that is in 10th mile road, a 26 miles long continuation of the Teesta valley road. Firstly it crossed towards east ward Algarah before the Pedong which covers {6000 feet} at about 13 miles. From Pedong there was steep decline of altitude about to Reshi valley which covers {2800} feet and it crossing adjoining part of Sikkim Rhenock which also covers {5000} feet also known as the first station of Sikkim.90 From Rhenock to high and steep road via Rongli touched Lingtu covers above {1200} feet to Gnathong place and which descending down to the Rongli-Chu and crossed an old bridge called Toko-ridge and reached a glacier lake called Bidang Tso which was an ascent through the Kapap or the Kupup valley to the Jalepla about 65 miles from Kalimpong.91 In the year 1879 the cart road was built which finished at Jalepla. In this easy negotiable passes to Tibet, goods items were traded on the back of the horse and this road way closed during the winter because of the snow. After crossing the Jalepla road which entered into Tibet and then path moved away to the Chumbi valley.92
The Phari above Chumbi vallley {14,000} feet ,was the most vital trading center situated at the top hill of the valley and it was described as an ‘eerie town’ consisting of a rude collection of stone and sod houses. It was a market town, always booming with commercial activities throughout the year.93 Many trade routes were split from here and it leads to Gyantse and then to Lhasa itself. Shortest track via the eastern side Hram-tso{lake} and move towards Gyantse.94 Gyantse was an important position in Indo-Tibet trade in the 20th century because it stood at the junction of Indo-Lhasa and Singhatse route. And it possessed a particularly ‘busy and elaborate’ bazaar that was in colour, human interest and activity and the goods were spread out on the ground or on the rough table. Singhatse was the second most significant trading town in Tibet after Phari, 130 miles west of Lhasa.95 According to Messrs, Ewing and Co. Calcutta promised to build a wire tram way from Jalepla to some line of the Bengal Duars Railway. In this proposal mentioned about that to shift mart from Yatung to Kalimpong. It was also acknowledge and cheapen to transits the goods. This proposal was sanctioned but it was never implemented. Later this project was abandoned as it was found unprofitable. So, Siliguri-
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Kalimpong- Lhasa route continued to be traversed by the traders. These trade routes mostly start up by the Lhasa Newars for about 400 years. These communities of trading merchant were actually an origin from the Kathmandu valley and operated between Tibet-Nepal gangetic plains of the Silk Road. They rode their caravans through the Nathula and Jalepla passes and moved onwards to Kalimpong, Gangtok and so on. But to move through this route journey had to depend on the climatic condition of the route and also the health of the animals. There was no limit schedule it took 7 days to reach Chumbi from Kalimpong while from Chumbi to Phari it takes only two days and Phari to Lhasa it takes 13 days. While moving through this route there were numbers of halting stations, where animals use for transportation could be fed and watershed and the owner of that animal could take a rest for a while. Regarding the Tibetan traders they used their own caravansaries. The British forced inaugurated the buildings of rest houses for traders in their way to Lhasa. According to a touring manual published in 1949 the number of the rest house was eleven.96 All this British rest house build inside Tibet was handed over to the government of China in the year 1954.97
The Lhasa- Kalimpong route became so vital and significant not only for Tibet but also for the British East India company in the 19th and 20th century where they monopolized the trade and that became beneficial for trading merchant also. The route which was marked out immediately after the Sinchula Treaty in 1865 began to decline in the 1960s after the destructive floods and the landslide devastated many trading routes and also after in 1962, the Indo- China war brought end of the Indo- Tibet trade with the route being discarded since then.
The Lhasa-Kalimpong trade route also known as Silk route is one of the most important channels for the transfer of goods, culture and ideas between Tibet and the Indian subcontinent. The importance of this route communication helped to enhance the trans-frontier traders to developing contact during the Indo-Tibet trade. Thus, Kalimpong flourished as a significant trading center from where much of the frontier trade was done. Within two regions different commodities of goods were exported and imported between Kalimpong to Lhasa. The goods are intended for personal, industrial or household use. Mules known as khachar were imported from Tibet-Lhasa to Kalimpong by the government for the use of transportation of the goods
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items. It is recorded that the more than 100 mules has been purchased by the government annually for transportation at an average prices of Rs.150 each.98
The items that were traded in Kalimpong –Lhasa trade were Borax; this was one of the key trading items on the Kalimpong –Lhasa route. It was used as a Salt, preservative and a medicine in Tibet. The Tibetan traders would bring borax from the lakes of Tibet, such as Lake Maggiore and exchange it for other goods like wool, tea and spices in Kalimpong. The borax was then transported to other parts of India and even exports to other countries. Wool is another item that was most export traded of Tibet. It was actually brought from the native places of Tibet like Ngari or Changthang. So, from Kalimpong items like the Wool and other goods from Tibet were unloaded from the mules and sent down to Siliguri by carts The traded wool are of different types and separated along to their sizes, First lot was known as Thulo unn and Second lot was known as sanu unn and it was differentiate by the quality of the wool like (i) Chyangra( rough and thinner) texture,( ii ) Pashmina ( silky quality and most expensive,(iii)Garbey (resembled human hair and was very fine and fetched a huge price). All this type of work was done by the women worker known as Bhari kelauney which mean who transferred the wool to eliminate the impurities from wool. The maximum volumes received by the Kelauney job were Rs.3-4. 99
It is mentioned that commodities like wool were the chief import from the Tibet to Kalimpong which formed 83 percent of the total imports in the year 1903-04. For instance, the import of wool from Tibet to Kalimpong varies from 1 March 1936 to 28 February 1937 amounted to 115,073 maunds as against 96,973 maunds. The price of Wool at Kalimpong increased gradually from Rs.30 to Rs.55 per maund and to Rs. 60 later on.100 Besides Borax and wool, the others important items imports to Kalimpong were cattle, hides, skins, fruits, yak product, musk, oil seeds etc.
The chief staples commodities which were export to Tibet were cotton goods, brass, copper, petroleum, spices, sugar, jaggery, candles, and tobacco leaf along with high –end Swiss watches. It is recorded that the electrical appliances headed in the opposite direction up from the port of Calcutta by rail and mule caravans to Kalimpong, the staging ground for mules
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travelling up to Tibet. In references to, Musk which means strong smelling reddish brown product that is secreted from the male musk deer and it is also used in perfumes. It was considered as a luxury item and was highly sought after by royalty, nobility and wealthy merchants. It is said that 35 percent of the musk comes out from the Lava to Kalimpong and that product was again export to Kolkata by the companies. The Marwaris traders who had their shop in the Haat bazaar kalimpong traded about 20 to 30 percent of the tolas of Musk. Another trader named Dhupwala Bhutia of the 10th mile near gas shop who trade 30 to 40 percent of the musk and 70 to 80 toals of Biles.101
The other important trading important item on the Kalimpong-Lhasa route was Yak Products. Yaks are native to the Tibetan plateau and are highly valued for their milk, meat wool and hide. The Tibetan traders would bring Yak products such as Yak wool (used to make warm clothing and blanket), Yak milk (used to make butter, chesses and other dairy products) Yak meat (use as a source of protein) Yak hide (used to make leather goods). These Yak products were highly sought after in Kalimpong and other parts of India, and were traded for other goods like tea, spices and textile. The Yak trade was an essential part of the Kalimpong-Lhasa trade route and it helped to sustain the livelihood of many Tibetan herders and traders. In the Tibetan Mirror, it is mentioned that the list of the commodities prices and also stated that the black yak tails had affected the wool trade. In the report of 1886-87 mentioned about that the monk of the Sera monastery in Lhasa arrived at Rhenock en-route to Calcutta for trading purposes. He brought with him yak tails of Rs.10000 and Rs. 3000 in cash and he conducted his business in Calcutta and returned.102
Regarding the export of the commodities from the Kalimpong to Tibet, most of the copper using products like the utensils etc were actually exported by the outsider traders of Kalimpong. For example, the Lhasa Newar brought brass, copper product from the native land of the Kathmandu and they sold this product in the town of Kalimpong as well as they exported this items in the trade center of Phari Tibet. Likewise Kalimpong was known for its production of spices such as cardamom, ginger and turmeric. These spices were traded locally and exported to neighboring regions like Tibet where they highly valued for their flavor and medicinal properties. For centuries, Tibet had been at the center of the Tibetan Salt trade that dominates the lives of the communities living on the borders of this specific cold plateau region that was
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the source of rock salt for all the neighboring area constituted by the upper Himalayas regions of India as well as Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim. Tibetan traders used to exchange salt for rice because of the decreasing availability of rice in Tibet. Trade between two regions, involving the export and imports of different goods, provides livelihood opportunities for traders and merchants. This economic activity promotes mutual benefits by allowing regions to specialize in producing goods that can create efficiently and trade for goods that are less accessible locally.


Total value of trade registered between Bengal and Tibet in Rupees.

	Year
	Imports from Tibet
in Rs
	Exports to Tibet in
Rs
	Total in Rs

	1885-86
	372735
	245714
	618449

	1886-87
	218143
	340462
	558605

	1887-88
	190427
	174799
	365226

	1888-89
	3168
	4181
	7349

	1889-90
	149275
	134085
	283360

	1890-91
	180893
	199788
	380681

	1891-92
	618146
	203131
	821277


Note; Bengal trade with Tibet was recorded only after 1885 Source: RETB for the year 1881-82, to 1886-87, and 1890-91.
Here in the above report mentioned a significant amount of trade between Bengal via Darjeeling route to Tibet was conducted. As per the Report of 1886-87, Thendup Pulger an official reveal that individual Tibetan monks intensely involved themselves in the Indo-Tibetan trade. The total amount of the import from the year 1885 to 1892 was Rs.3, 446,787 and export was Rs. 1,302,160.In the year 1891-92, the value of export and imports was higher than in any other year and in the year 1888-1889, the value of exports and imports was lower than in any other year.

Amounts of the goods carried during the 1898 to 1902 from the Kalimpong to Siliguri to export Kolkata.

	Year
	wool
	Yak tails
	Dyed wool
	Other
miscellaneous
	total

	1898
	46,620
	1,440
	613
	162
	48,835

	1899
	43,900
	2,500
	365
	334
	47,099

	1900
	40,005
	1,160
	335
	289
	41789

	1901
	41,310
	1112
	217
	312
	42,956

	1902
	34,200
	815
	215
	143
	35,373

	total
	206,035
	7,027
	1,745
	1240
	216,052


Source: C.A.Bell, Final Report on the survey and settlement of the Kalimpong Government Estate in the district of Darjeeling, 1901-1903, Bengal Secretariat Press, Calcutta, 1905, PXXIX and XXVIII respectively.
Here in the above report mentioned a significant item that was exported from Kalimpong to Calcutta via Siliguri was performed. As per the report from C.A.Bell of 1901-1903, it is mentioned that the most exported goods was wool and in the year 1898, the value of export was higher than any other year. Second important item was Yak tails, in the year 1899; the value of export was higher than any other year.
Amounts of goods carried during 1898 to 1902 import from Kolkata via Siliguri to Kalimpong

	Year
	A piece of goods and
twist
	Piece- goods, iron, oil
etc
	Rice
	tobacco
	salt
	Miscellaneous item
	total

	1898
	19,183
	4,429
	11,428
	4293
	5735
	10,076
	55,144

	1899
	25,452
	9,857
	10,177
	7422
	8028
	15,549
	76,485

	1900
	24,150
	9,751
	9,124
	7945
	5379
	18936
	75285

	1901
	11,615
	7255
	7651
	5993
	5437
	13767
	51718

	1902
	17,840
	3958
	2610
	4877
	1918
	11825
	43028

	total
	98,240
	35,250
	40990
	30530
	26497
	70153
	3,01,660

	Yearly
+
	19,648
	7,050
	8,198
	6,106
	5,299
	14,031
	60,332



Source: C.A.Bell, Final Report on the survey and settlement of the Kalimpong Government Estate in the district of Darjeeling, 1901-1903, Bengal Secretariat Press, Calcutta, 1905, PXXIX and XXVIII respectively.
In the above figures mentioned about the trade for the year 1898 to 1902 from Kalimpong to Kolkata via Siliguri and from Siliguri to Kalimpong carried by the companies. From the tables, it is clear to mark out that average imports by these companies to Kalimpong from Siliguri resulted an amount of 60,000 maunds while in the export of 45000 maunds. C.A. Bell further mentioned that the total amount of trade passing through Kalimpong be taken at the
{60,000+45,000+40000} = 14500 maunds. Of this total amount, about 60000 maunds were exported to siliguri and 85000 were imported from Siliguri to Kalimpong and out of this 145000 maunds and perhaps about 60000 maunds belonged to Tibetan traders because they individually carried their own goods. In regard to the Tibetan trade Kalimpong was the conveyance station. Goods items were carried on mule from Tibet to Kalimpong and that product was again transported to Siliguri on cart. The Tibetan traders and their servant made Kalimpong business headquarter between in the months of October and May. It is mentioned that Yatung was most important trade center between Tibet and Kalimpong. In Yatung the whole value of the product of the Tibetan trade passed through Kalimpong was average 15 3/4 lakhs of rupees. In the C.A.Bell, Final Report on the Survey and Settlement of the Kalimpong Government Estate in the district of Darjeeling has shown the value of trade passed from Yatung in the year 1898 to 1902.
Amounts of import and export of trade in Tibet in Rupees.

	Year
	Imports  into  Tibet,
Rs
	Exports from Tibet
Rs
	Total	imports	and
exports Rs

	1898
	7,18,475
	8,17,851
	15,86,326

	1899
	9,62,637
	8,22,760
	17,85,397

	1900
	7,30,502
	7,10,012
	14,40,514

	1901
	7,34,,075
	7,83,480
	15,17,555

	1902
	7,61,837
	8,15,338
	15,77,175

	Total
	39,07,526
	39,49,441
	78,56,967



Source: C.A.Bell, Final report on the survey and settlement of the Kalimpong Government Estate in the district of Darjeeling, 1901-1903, Bengal Secretariat Press, Calcutta, 1905, P.XXIX
In the above figures mentioned about the trade from the year 1898 to 1902 in the Tibet, here mentioned about the higher import was done in the year 1899 and higher amount of export was also done in the year 1899 and the lowest amount of value imported in 1898 while lowest value of exported was done in the year 1900. Total amount of the import from the year 1898-1902 was Rs.39,07, 526 whereas the total amount of export was from the year 1898-1902 was Rs. 78,56,967.
Therefore, with this significance of trade route and the goods items made the economic connections between Kalimpong and Tibet were so vital with the geographical boundary during the 19th and 20th century. Also many others small business started along the route and with this it came with economic prosperity that it turned the reach of trading town like Kalimpong.

Chapter IV

Decline of trade during the 1950s

The established trade of Kalimpong with Tibet has been considered as a “golden era” of Kalimpong. However, this trading link does not led to the overall development in Sikkim. The towns, economic and material life have been characterized by extreme fluctuations, such as prosperity followed by sudden loss or rapid growth of cross-border transportation infrastructure, resulting in border closures. The ups and down have received less recognition. Transnational trade through Kalimpong was fragile, dangerous and significantly impacted by immediate and material change in the landscape.


Kalimpong emerged as a succeeding trade center in the region. The strategic location of this town is one of the one attributes for its emergence as a key trading center. However, by the 1950’s the booming trade between Kalimpong and Tibet tends to decline. There are several reasons that led to the decline of trade with Tibet. Firstly, it was due to natural calamities like flood and landslide. The downturn of the Lhasa-Kalimpong trade was primarily due to the severe landslide and floods occurred in the Darjeeling district which washed away many of the trading routes which connects to different trading region between Kalimpong, Sikkim, Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet etc.
Secondly, it was the effect of Chinese aggression. The Chinese aggression in 1950s and the political change in Tibet and China to the closure of the Jelepla pass, a crucial trade route between Kalimpong and Tibet led to a significant decline in trade between these two regions and which resulted as an economic hardship for the people of Kalimpong. The china annexation of Tibet in 1950 and the subsequent tension of borders drastically limited the movements of goods and people. This geopolitical shift disrupted the traditional trade routes that Kalimpong had depended upon, leading to a significant reduction in trade flow.
Thirdly, it was the changing policy of Indian government on border issues. The Indian government policies toward border security and international trade in response to the changing political dynamics further contributed to the decline. Increased regulation and the imposition of restriction on cross-border trade reduced the volume of goods passing through Kalimpong.
The following detailed account explores the various factors contributing to this downturn. In the 1950s, the town witnessed a terrible landslide and harsh floods which had devastated many

roads line, railway line as well as ropeway that connect Kalimpong with different region like the Siliguri, Sikkim, and borders areas such as Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet etc. During the summer months of the 1950s that was on June 12, 1950 a devastating flood and subsequently landslide had thoroughly washed away many of the Darjeeling Himalayas.103 Along the Kalimpong- Lhasa trade route, region like Yatung which was main trade center between Kalimpong and Tibet had become swamped with water and its occupants had been evacuated and all the road traffic was suspended between Kalimpong and Siliguri. 104Much of the railway line up to Gillekhola which was operated in the 1930 which had made good profits has been severely damaged by landslides and Gailekhola railway line was one of the easy ways of transport for those who avoided riding.105 This landslide resulted in interruption of the smooth transportation of commodities along the roads from Kalimpong, which adversely affected the trading activities. The traders faced severe disruption in carrying out their trade smoothly that traded that time in Lhasa and vice versa.
Although the chronicles of the 20th century in the Himalayan region like Kalimpong and Tibet are more intersected with the national-level political tensions but here the main dangerous problem for the traders and people of this region apart from national political tension was that they faced the environmental disasters and the resulting breakdown of the infrastructure which come into forefront. Here, physical and environmental probably such as landslide and floods which had not only shattered the roadways, railway line and ropeway but most of the traders who traded during that disaster which had the availability of pack animals for the transportation such as mules, yak, ponies and object on the landscape which resulted crumbled of bridges along with animals which has been considered as agents in influencing major changes in larger- scale geopolitical histories of the region. 106 The nearby Ropeway over the Teesta River, which help used to bring different commodities mostly piles of wool from Durpin which is 5 km from Kalimpong town to the rail head at Siliguri has also been snapped by the Landslide.107 But the damaged ropes has been repaired but there was no initiative on the part of the government to open the means of transportation like ropeway for traffic or to help to reconstruct the railway
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line which has decimated in a magnified way. Repeated appeals to restart the ropeway and protest against the negligence and indifference of the government from the commercial community of Kalimpong but the government felt it on deaf ears.108 The public people demanded a large sum of the money from the government to rebuild the shattered railroad line. But the government did not assist the demand made by the public. Here, the roads and other transport network were such a lifeline for the sustainability of the transitional economic connection between Kalimpong and Tibet.
Hence, the trade facilities were slowly and gradually reduced than earlier rate after the disaster. After some span of time trade was again revived with the improvement of Teesta-valley road which connects Siliguri via 29th mile crossing Gailkhola and connects the Teesta Bridge. Commercials vehicle began to use for carting commodities to the rail heads of Siliguri. However there was a moderate decline of importance of the Siliguri- Kalimpong route during the 1950s but apparently during the 1960s instead of Kalimpong, Gangtok- Siliguri route became more important and prominent because of the shortest route system and most of the goods products except wool began to be brought down to India via Gangtok in Sikkim. The Darjeeling District Census Hand look, 1961 mentioned that ‘the differential costs between pack transport and carting have favored the Gangtok route which is 20 miles shorter than other path.109
After the devastating landslide and the destruction of local infrastructure in 1950, there was a grave understanding Kalimpong severance from Tibet would sound the death knell to its important economic, social and geopolitical position in the Himalayas, here only one type of trade i.e. the trade with Tibet without which Kalimpong has no importance from a business point of view which is a serious problem for the trading community of the locality to consider. Numerous articles, books and recommendation highlight the need for Kalimpong to develop its own identity and not be characterized primarily by its ties to Tibet. These include establishing local cooperatives and offering alternatives products.
It is yet to believe that with the destruction of the trade route which impacted on the traditional caravan trade, which had been the life blood of Kalimpong, saw a decline in the 1950s. The advent of modern transportation methods and the closure of borders made the caravan route smoothly possible. With the scenario, the decline of caravan trade impacted on the local
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economy dependent on the movement of goods and services. Porters, muleteers and others support industries saw a sharp decline in income. After the catastrophic landslide and destructive floods that halted trade between Tibet and Kalimpong which has stopped the trade between this two region and Jalepla pass get less importance after this disaster and Nathu la mountain pass get larger prominence and all the goods and commodities were transits from the Nathu la pass via Gangtok to Tibet.
Regarding the effect of Chinese aggression, it is important to briefly mention about the change in trade route from Tibet to Nathula instead of Jalepla in Kalimpong after the flood. One of the important services done was the construction of the roads along the old trade route. Chinese troops were deployed to builds roads in Tibet and with India five years road building programmed; traders in the town anticipated a shorter journey across the Himalayas with cars instead of mules. By the end of 1951, work on the road connecting Gangtok-to Nathula, Jalep- la and Lachen was well advanced.
In October 1954, in Tibet, goods and commodities exchange for market began to rise which resulted as increasing demands in Lhasa and the peripheral area for the Chinese troops this scenario sparked a hope of the Kalimpong town. 110So, during the 1954 government of India and China signed a trade pact which generated trade through Tibet to Kalimpong was once positioned to continue but it would be very short lived.111 At around in the year 1955 in Kalimpong “the trade agency of the People’s Republic of China in India was established with the first trading agent name Lobzang Yampel Pangdatsang.112 From this situation many more hope were raised of Kalimpong based trading merchant who then worked in Lhasa with the aim of creating long distance trade networks between Kalimpong and India.
In Tibet Mirror mentioned about the profit gained by the small traders, muleteers (who run the mules) with the rise in ownership of personal automobiles along the trade route in 1955 and 1956. The main serving jeeps and cars during trade route drive by the traders during 1956 were the Ford and Studebaker.113 During this time most serious demand from the Tibet were tires,
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inner tubes, equipments for yak and horse carts etc. An increase in the availability of commodities through Kalimpong led competition between different brands. One popular Indian brand Lhasa searched for was toothbrushes. Aryan tooth brushes one that popular brand that finding market itself in China after it found itself competed with the Brite tooth brush company.114 After this competition was noticeable a dread anxiety of fear was noticeable in Kalimpong towards the end of the1958 because there was no new job for young people who can trade new product. The rapid decline of trade of Indo-Tibet started at the end of the spring of 1959 when the Spiritual leader Dalai Lama left Tibet and came to India, Kalimpong became a zone of distrust and chaos.115 From that situation more restriction was on traders which include charge on export duty like the products as Yak tails, wool, musk and carpets and traders got threatened from the China with an announcement that China would take action against anyone who has not purchase from Chinese stores, this declaration forced many Indian traders to shut down their business market in Tibet especially in Yatung.
It is believed that the Chinese capture of Tibet led to a dry up of the trade business, and the godowns were completely shut by 1958. The china and Indian trade pact was only for five years {1954-1959} and when the Sino- Indian Trade agreement lapsed at the end of the 1959 from that it was not renewed also. The Indian merchants in Tibet worried about their business and “they are now confronted with the inevitable conclusion that the Indo-Tibetan trade is dead”.116 Not only tension rise in Tibet but the main agitation and misfortune for the economy came in the towns of Kalimpong in the year 1960 when the Tibetan traders were asked to leave Kalimpong because they reflected as a “dangerous element” for not only to the Towns but also for the Indian Government.
As far as the border policy of Indian government is concerned as the third reason for the decline in trade the Sino Indian war indirectly affects Kalimpong trade. In the year 1962 war unfold between India and China. With the Sino-Indian war the India-Tibet trade via Kalimpong also came to be completely stopped. As one of the local Nepali fiction writer and poet put it, “It was like Kalimpong life-line had been cut and this was something that the town could never really recover from”. The large amount of people involved in the trade of wool traders and merchant to the wool godown workers were left with nothing to do after the trade stopped.
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Despite this blow, there were discussions in the Kalimpong region of reviving Kalimpong economy with others kinds of indigenous business ideas like making of noodles, diary items and with concepts like tea-timber-tourism gaining holding in society. The precarious of Kalimpong 31 David I. MacDonald, “ rade”, May 29.1960,that position in the hills is a continuing concern and also the inhabitants are concerned about the environmental consequences of expanding roadwork, dams and the inevitable failure of infrastructure during each monsoon season. 117 Kalimpong, however, struggled to see itself emerging in the picture with its previous enthusiasm, unlike its neighbor Darjeeling. The 60s and 70s saw a very sluggish growth of the town in every aspect. With the entire Indian nation championing the ideals of democracy and freedom, Kalimpong along with Darjeeling hills saw the gradual growth of a politically aware power-hungry group of men who brought to the forefront the issue of the regions cultural identity and its place within the Indian union. The 1980s were thus a time period when the small mysterious town rose to the front of the picture but this time it was for a very different causes that of self-determination and right within the Indian union, which would catapult the town into a very different limelight that it would never be able to shed.118
Thus, from the 1950s witnessed a significant decline in Kalimpong trade, which marks a significant shift in the economic and geopolitical landscape of the area. As a consequence, the region had faced economic stagnation, with multiplier effect on employment, infrastructure development and overall quality of the life for residents.
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Kalimpong a small town in West Bengal was a significant trade hub and gateway to Tibet, located near the Teesta River, Ni-Chu, and Jhaldhaka rivers. The town was also known as Kundebung, meaning Polygonum plant. Kalimpong has been a significant trading hub between India and Tibet since the colonial period, facilitating the exchange of goods, culture and ideas between the regions. The trade flourished in the 19th century, providing livelihood opportunities for traders from outsides the region. In understanding the development of trade in Kalimpong, the Bhutanese occupation in Kalimpong and Treaty of Sinchula are significant. It was after the Anglo-Bhutanese War and the Treaty of Sinchula, Kalimpong was annexed it into the British Empire along with the athara duars in the year 1865. After the annexation, Kalimpong developed gradually as an important trading center. The coming of the Scottish mission in Kalimpong In the mid 1880 also initiated various developments in Kalimpong. It was from this time the opening of the Indian-Tibet trade through the Silk-Route established Kalimpong as a small town to National and International prominence.

The growth of Kalimpong trade center was facilitated by different communities who were engaged in trading activities. Trading communities played a vital role in the development of trading centers by promoting various economic activities. The most important trading communities who promoted Kalimpong town to big centric of hub were Marwaris, Tibetans, Newars and others. With the help of these communities, trade began to start in Kalimpong and the main vital trading centers of Kalimpong during the 19th century were The Arjun Das Godown in the 11th mile Kalimpong, This center was more important than others because it used to trade wool in large quantities and no others centers traded wool items. This godown is well known for its wool, which was exported from Lhasa to Kalimpong and then again to Kolkata after being bundled. Others trade centers like Nepali building, English villa in the 11th mile Kalimpong played a pivotal role in Indo-Tibet trade, they functioned as a trading center, they were notable for their indigenous products from Kathmandu, such as brassware and copper utensils, which were unique to this town and it was not traded in any other center. Pedong and Lava were registered as important regional trade center of that time. While, Pedong used to trade Tea, only this item was traded in this regional center. Lava as regional trade center is significant for its tobacco, spices, kerosene etc.
Apart from the trading centers, trading routes are also the important channels that promote trades. The Kalimpong-Lhasa trade route, a significant creation of the British, connected the

Plain of Bengal and Lhasa. The Bengal-Kalimpong –Tibet route became the most important and prominent among all the traditional routes, passing through half of the trade between India and Tibet. Thus, the importance of this route as network of transportation helped to enhance the trans-frontier traders to develop contact during Indo-Tibet trade. The items that were traded in Kalimpong-Lhasa trade including wool, cattle, hides, skin, fruits, yak products, musk ,oil seeds, brass, copper utensils, spices , tobacco leaf etc that were imported and exported within this two region. The flourishing trade between Kalimpong and Tibet however took a different turn in the 1950’s. This is partly because Kalimpong experienced a drastic decline in trade due to natural calamities like severe floods and landslide and also due to the effect of Chinese aggression and changing policy of Indian government. Earlier trade had flourished due to the Jalepla route but following the landslide, trade transferred from Nathula pass via Gangtok, which resulted decline of flourish trade between Kalimpong and Tibet. Thus, from the 1950s witnessed a significant decline in Kalimpong trade, which marks a significant shift in the economic and geopolitical landscape of the area.
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