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Abstract
Sierra Leone is a country with strong religious beliefs, having strong faith in the two prominent religion in the country. Drug abuse has become a growing issue in the country especially among youths. The youth population is the largest according to the mid-term population and housing census 2021. There has been a growing influx of drug in the country, causing too many death rates in the country. It is against these backdrops this study was activated to unravel the reality behind when, why and how this drug has ravaged the youths of these country.
This article is about the role played by religion in the fight of other stakeholders in the fight against drug abuse in the country. Religion as Karl Marx puts it is the opium of the oppress poor. The study makes use of a sample of religious institutions, religious stakeholders and the victims themselves. 
The methodology of the study is a qualitative research design. The reason for this was the respondents were placed into the category of interest to the study. A focus group discussion was the data collection tool used by the researcher to obtain quality and reliable data.
The result from the findings indicated that, indeed the religious institutions have a huge role they play in the fight against religion. It was also discovered that, the religious stakeholders are those society holds to a very high esteem. Therefore, taking part in this fight will send a signal to the victims and perpetrators 
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1.1 Introduction
Considering the relevance of religion in the lives of many, when society misses it direction, religion is expected to play an integral role to direct the paths of its followers, whether Christianity or Islam. Thus, religion according to Roland Robertson, “religion refers to the existence of a supernatural being which have a governing effect on life” Haralambos. (1991). By the definition above, it is clear that religion has it role in the lives of those who serve it purpose. Therefore, religion could play a pivotal role if the fight against ‘Kush is to be eradicated completely.
Drug is any substance taken or applied into the body to restore the wellness of the body. Drug abuse on the other hand is a state of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity Callaham, D. 2009). This is an implication that drug could be useful for everyone the wellness of the body. However, when taken wrongly will cause to the body.
This is exactly the case in present day Sierra Leone; youths have resolved into taken drugs that has caused negative impacts into their lives. Homes have been devastated by news of their youths being picked up from the streets dead, half dead or worse conditions not good for anyone. Government in its strides have placed a state of public health emergency on drug abuse its implication on the people, yet the situation continues to go from bad to worse
According to the functionalist theory, society is likened to a living organism, believed to have various interdependent parts. These parts work for the general good of the whole. In the sense, the social institutions work for the good of the whole. Therefore, the failure of any of the social institutions would mean a negative implication on the overall society. Therefore, the spate of drug abuse is related to the failure of some or all of the social institutions to do their homework. Namely, the family, the government, education, the economy, religion to name but a few. As posited by Auguste Compte, if these social institutions were working, mechanisms would have been put in place to break the chain of movement of the drugs from the original source to the distributors and subsequently to the end users whose lives are at risk of wiping them off the present generations 
The outbreak of “kush”, a destructive and highly addictive synthetic drug, has become one of Sierra Leone’s most pressing public health and security emergencies of recent times, With its un tested chemical content and devastating impact on the youths of sierra leone, kush has infiltrated communities, ravaged families, and overwhelmed health systems. In response,  the government has set up a powerful coalition of national agencies and civil society key players that  has launched a coordinated crackdown aimed at dismantling the drug’s supply chains and restoring hope to affected neighborhoods completely but carefully. These efforts though seen by few to be not timely especially when the issue has become a growing concern.
In recent weeks, an emergency operation unfolded across the country, which started in the eastern region of Freetown, where kush as a drug and related issues has awaken public attention. The Joint forces from the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), Sierra Leone Police (SLP), Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF), and the National Public Health Agency (NPHA) conducted targeted raids in hot spot areas, including the regions, started in Freetown. Places like  Funkia, Cline Town, Kissy Market, Kanikay, Mile End Field, and areas behind Richard Allen and Kissy Shell. Such places have been targeted because of rumors from community stakeholders who want this killer drug out of this country. These efforts yielded results in most of these areas identified that led to major arrests and the seizure of significant quantities of suspected kush and drug-related paraphernalia among suspected drug lords. Unfinished and unrecognized structures are believed to be there dwelling places where in most cases processing takes place. These places were dismantled, and suspects are incarcerated.

2.0 Literature Review
In recent times, the fight against “kush” and related drugs has become a national and institutional fight. This means if this should be a winnable fight; the key players are to be involved. Therefore, religion is a social institution that gives hope to people when lost. Religion plays the following in the society: 
Human needs
According to  (Tyler and Muller2021), they saw religion in terms of response to intellectual needs. Muller saw religion as a human satisfaction of emotions. One would see clearly how instrumental religion could be to the growth of people’s wellbeing. The current state of affairs in the country is one that require swift intervention, not only in the fight against kush, but every vices of society. Therefore, religion functions as a response to human needs such as satisfaction of emotions. When people think they are completely lost and done in the world, society plays the role to answer when no one cares. A case in hand is the new harvest global ministries. They identify victims and connect them with their callings. When that happens, many identify themselves with their hidden potentials and later become better persons in the society. 
Social cohesion 
The fact that religion is a universal phenomenon indicates that it strengthens the bonds among people in the society. Cohesion is one of those roles religions plays in the lives of those with strong faith in it. However, some places like Pakistan, Nigeria have all had religious conflicts even though Pakistan was actually created in 1947 from a small portion of land  from india to ease the tensions between Muslims and Hindus. 
During religious rituals like Eid prayers, muslims are drawn from all works of life and ethnic group there by strengthening their bond. This is the case during these trying periods where the country whips for its falling youths who have been struck by the visible enemy. If the fight is to be won, the religious institution to whom people place their trust must work concertedly to break the chain of supply.

Social control
If the fight to end the transmission and transportation channels for harmful drug is to end, it must end with strict social control mechanism. As put forward by Thomas Hobbes, every society without norms, that society is destined to degenerate into what he refers to as a bruitish and a nasty society. Society needs social order for it to tell others their dos and donts and subsequently create social order in the society.
Norms and values surrounding important societal matters may not only be formalized through laws, but religious doctrine. Some of the youths of today who have gone astray or the culprit bringing the drugs in the country need just to realize that, there is life after death and they would one day face judgement. Therefore, they have a covenant with God to do onto others, as they would want others to do onto them. (Mathew 7:12 (new international version) this verse in the bible is referred to as the golden rule which needs not violated by any servant of God. 
Religion also work to maintain the traditional social order to present it as one of the commandment of God as stated above. Religion emphasizes the need for conformity and maintain a society free from immorality like drug abuse. For them, especially Islam, you will not gain heaven except what you like for yourself, you like it for your brother. "None of you truly believes until he loves for his brother what he loves for himself." (hadith 13)
This Hadith emphasizes empathy, selflessness, and the importance of wishing well for others, encompassing all aspects of life, including faith, guidance, and worldly matters. The same applies for the drug scourge that has devastated families and households 







3.0Methodology
The research design for this study was a qualitative research method. The qualitative research design was that where the researcher conducts data through observation of natural effects, consistent activities of victims and focused group discussions. The reason for this method is the difficulty to collect the required data on both the suppliers and the victims. Therefore, the study utilized the qualitative data especially when most of the deals are secrete in the eyes and hearing of many. 
The sources of data of this work was that of primary and secondary data sourcing. Comparative desk surveys were done and journals, Newspapers tabloids, reports were as well used to solicit quality data that informs the analysis of the work. 
The sampling size selection technique was the stratified sampling technique. The researcher stratified the suppliers and victims according to hotspots areas. For instance, in Bo, according to the desk survey, certain areas were identified as hotspots, which are kept anonymous for the purpose of confidentiality and the development of these places. The respondents therefore, were placed into suppliers, victims, “okada” riders and the law enforcement agencies in the township who conduct raids in those areas. The study did not capture a stated sample size as a result of the respondents were targeted based on chances of coming across them








4.0 Findings
From the data collected among people within the township of Bo city, in hotspot areas, a sample of an uneven number was formulated and the results obtained were as follows:
4.1 The prevalence of all types of drugs in the study area
From the results, from key consultants in one of the hotspots areas, confirmed that indeed kush has dominated the drug market amongst all the drugs. One of the stakeholders responded thus “Wi get plenty drug dem na de kontri, but kush boku pass dem all en don kill wi pekin tae tae”. This statement confirms that the speaker ascertained the influx of different types of drugs. However according to him, Kush is one of those that has infiltrated the market and quick to cause destruction on the lives of the youthful population. (With loud and uncontrolled tears during the focus group discussion, responded that, her only son who was brilliant in school has taken kush as his daily bread, and as if that was not enough, he takes along anything he lays hands on to buy kush. Yakaday responded thus “ me pekin, watin dis kush don do me, if na be mortal man, lek me n am dae far. Mi only bobor wae be get sense tae na skul don take kush as ihn chop eberi day” e dae tiff mi back lek den do am ooo me daddy, mi ar taya wit life”
4.2 The impact of drugs on the youths
The result for the effect of kush on the youths was responded as thus. According to key informants, Pa Kabia a kola nut seller gave an account that, almost every day, before coming to his place, he will see two or three dead bodies on the tables. Dead bodies of those who relax in them at night but could not wake up to see the next day. It describes and paints a picture of how badly drug has affected the youths to the extent some die on the streets without being identified by their parents thereby being buried as poppers. Pa Kabia responded “ everyday wae ar dae kam na tong by 7:00 morning. Me dae kam na tong early morning after prayer dae meet dem laydom some nor dae wake pass we call police dem. Some kin dae dae tae evening before den kam pick dem lek tiff man dem. Aaa e sorry ar dae feel for cri”
The story given by one of the traders in town was one that made many of those respondents targeted to shed tears. This has been a normal case from the onset to this day. Dead bodies all over the place on a daily basis creating the severity of the situation.
4.3 The role of religion in the fight against drug abuse in the study area.
From the data collected, all the respondents ascertained that indeed religious institutions have a huge role to see that drug abuse become a thing of the. Interestingly enough, during the interviews, one of the participants who prefers not mention his name reported that; “in fact everybody should be concerned but particularly the religious institutions. For instance, there are those who only believe in what the religious people believed in. for instance, they have it that what their inspirations are from the holy books, therefore, they are seen as evangelist and disciples of the most high. 
Most of the respondents agreed that, the religious institutions have to play active role by engaging the government to crack down on suppliers and distributors of drug in the country. According to reports given by pa Sullay, (2025): if d fet for kush for don, we all need for kam to one. Muslim, Christian we all need 4 fet dis fet. Another of the respondents as law enforcement officer had this to say. “wi d police dem sef dae look up to the religious people dem for preach to d wan dem wae dae bring dis bad drug na dis country. We sef don fet but we wan tire”
From the data and the result collected, it is evident that indeed the respondent agreed the role of the religious institutions in the fight against kush in the country. Through their sermons, they are supposed to make it a daily routine to bring it to the notice of all that, it is sinful to see another person dying especially at their advantage. What came out very clearly was that, suppliers of these drugs are not easy to come by. However, the result proved that indeed the police has been able to track down on most of the top key drug barons on the country with suspicion still on politicians in the country. The moment the religious institutions think of intervening and engage the authorities, the better it will be.
What came out clearly from Pa Bah is that, reverend Augustine asserted that, thetre is need for a national prayer and fasting for divine intervention in the fight. “Kush is a demonic drug when taken for the first time will make the person love it more. This is the worse part of its intake”
4.4 The role of other key players in the fight against Kush
An account of the role of other key players was sought from the data obtained in one of the operations of concerned key players, key in their efforts was enforcements of the fight .Beyond enforcement, and the operation was notable for its strong emphasis on public engagement and transparency. The Public Relations Unit of the NPHA, along with its Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) Pillar, played a central role in ensuring that communities were informed and involved. Miss Rachael A. Kuyembeh, Public Relations Coordinator, led the outreach efforts in the eastern part of Freetown. Her leadership helped bridge the gap between law enforcement and local residents, facilitating dialogue, dispelling misinformation, and reinforcing the message that the fight against kush is a shared responsibility.
Reporters from various media houses were also present, documenting the operation and capturing firsthand accounts from officials and community members. Their coverage is expected to amplify public awareness and encourage broader participation in prevention efforts. By shining a light on both the dangers of kush and the government’s response, the media has become an essential partner in the national campaign.
Executive Director of the NDLEA, Andrew Kaikai, reiterated the urgency of the situation. “Kush is killing our young people and destroying families,” he stated. “This is not just a policing issue, it’s a national emergency. We are mobilizing every lawful resource to dismantle the networks producing and distributing this deadly substance.”
Mr Kaiikai emphasized that while traffickers and distributors will face the full force of the law, individuals suffering from addiction will be supported through rehabilitation and recovery programs. Public awareness campaigns are being rolled out to educate young people about the dangers of kush and to promote available helplines and counseling services.
The impact of kush has been felt across all sectors of society. Hospitals and community centers report being overwhelmed by cases linked to the drug, with spikes in school dropouts, violent incidents, and mental health emergencies. The chemical additives found in kush make it especially lethal, often leading to unpredictable and irreversible consequences.
As Sierra Leone confronts this crisis, the message from today’s operation is clear: the fight against kush requires unity, resolve, and compassion. Law enforcement agencies, public health officials, community leaders, and everyday citizens must stand together to protect the nation’s youth and secure a drug-free future.
4.5 Discussion of results
The outcome of the data from the study on the role of religious institutions in the fight against drug abuse especially kush in Bo city. The result ascertained clearly that there are crucial roles played by these institutions in the fight against drug abuse. The result pointed out clearly that, these religious stakeholders have been doing and overt the years like the fight to end ebola, COVID-19 and even during wars, the religious institutions have been very instrumental. The data show that, divine interventions in most cases play pivotal role to end this fight considering the belief, trust people have for their religion. This the result show that indeed, between time and time, there has been crusades, revivals and prayers and fasting declared to seek God’s divine intervention. The religious houses indeed are instrumental in every sphere of societal responsibilities.








4.6 Conclusion
As an institution to serve God and its followers in different ways, it is also divine to do God’s work by identifying the ills of society. The role of the religious authorities is not only to worship God, but also to do so through community religious interventions and put a permanent solution to this rising problem. In every fight, there has to be the will power of all and sundry


















4.7 Recommendations
From the study, it is recommended that, the religious houses be to be called upon each time there are issues like these in the society. Also, the religious institutions should always treat societal matters with urgency to avoid increased damages.
Another worthy recommendations to the duty bearers is to see the religious institutions as partners in development, therefore they should be involved in it.
The responses to the fight against any outbreak like kush should be swift and done by honest people that will not mix development with politics.
Finally, as complex as fighting a social menace bearing the youthful population, one should not lose sight of the ripple effect it has. Therefore, it is the concern of every stakeholder to play an interdependent role in the fight against anything that brings about social instability in the country.
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