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INTRODUCTION
The perception around climate change has evolved rapidly from being merely an environmental issue to being seen as a social and political disaster influenced by violence, displacement, and inequality. In response to these worries, contemporary literature—particularly climate fiction, or cli-fi—has increasingly imagined societies impacted by social instability and ecological collapse. Cli-fi invites readers to consider issues of justice, survival, and accountability while examining the human effects of environmental degradation through speculative scenarios.

Octavia Butler's Parable of the Sower presents a picture of a dystopian America plagued by social violence, economic collapse, ecological ruin, and privatization. Butler depicts a civilization in which public insecurity, gated neighbourhoods, water scarcity, and displacement are commonplace. The story frequently emphasizes how precarious survival is, especially for underprivileged groups living outside of privileged and protected systems. Lauren Olamina's journey through collapsing social spaces demonstrates how the environmental catastrophe exacerbates gender, racial, and economic inequality while simultaneously necessitating new forms of community and collective resistance. Rob Nixon refers to this delayed and undetectable environmental degradation as "slow violence," a type of violence that over time disproportionately impacts vulnerable groups. As a result, climate fiction becomes a crucial literary genre for depicting the unequal social repercussions of ecological collapse and its experienced realities. The transformative learning theory proposed by Jack Mezirow, which emphasizes critical reflection and the transformation of perspectives through learning experiences, is also incorporated into the paper. Butler challenges readers' preconceived notions about social fairness, environmental responsibility, and human interdependence. The novel becomes an important teaching tool for raising awareness of an individual’s and the community’s role in environmental citizenship and climate justice in high school and college courses by portraying the climate problem as a real social condition rather than a far-off potential.
DISCUSSION
Rob Nixon defines slow violence as “a violence that occurs gradually and out of sight” (Nixon, 2011, p. 2). Slow violence, in contrast to acute forms of devastation, develops gradually through institutional neglect, poverty, displacement, and environmental degradation. Nixon contends that since they lack social and economic protection, underprivileged people suffer the most from the ecological disaster. This state is reflected in Butler's dystopian America through recurrent themes of institutional breakdown, migration, homelessness, and water scarcity. According to Lauren (Butler, 1993, p. 9), her neighbourhood wall is "more threatening than protective," implying that even contained communities are unable to completely avoid ecological breakdown. "Filthy, gaunt, half-naked children" live in "trashed—burned, vandalized" houses beyond the walls (Butler, 1993, p. 29). These scenes demonstrate how vulnerable groups are disproportionately affected by environmental collapse. In the book, water scarcity exacerbates inequality even further. Despite the fact that "he couldn't afford it," Lauren observes that her father insisted on using "fresh, clean, potable water" for the baptism (Butler, 1993, p. 33). Wealth increasingly determines access to safety, water, and even religion. Butler's portrayal of privatized survival demonstrates Nixon's contention that systems of inequality are intimately linked to environmental deterioration.
The harsh realities of gradual violence are also reflected in forced migration. Lauren goes through hazardous areas teeming with displaced people following the devastation of her community. "People were desperate and hungry and willing to do anything," she notes (Butler, 1993, p. 115). Migration becomes the aftereffect of a rapidly worsening ecological and economic catastrophe. 
Mezirow’s transformative learning theory, which stresses critical reflection and viewpoint transformation, is also incorporated into the study. Mezirow claims that learning frequently happens as a result of "disorienting dilemmas" that contradict preconceived notions and worldviews. Similar to this, climate fiction challenges readers with hypothetical futures that call for moral and social introspection. Lauren's experiences with instability and collapse are the direct source of her Earthseed worldview. The recurrent idea "God is Change" (Butler, 1993, p. 3) places more emphasis on group survival and adaptation than on rigid belief systems. Readers are prompted to reconsider presumptions about community, resilience, and climate responsibility through Lauren's journey.  Climate fiction serves as a kind of environmental education in addition to being a speculative narrative. Cli-fi challenges readers to consider societal injustice, ecological collapse, and moral obligation. Literary narratives, in contrast to scientific reports, make the climate problem socially and emotionally accessible. Butler uses commonplace experiences of violence, starvation, fear, and migration to illustrate environmental collapse in Parable of the Sower. Outside the neighbourhood walls, Lauren sees injured and nude people, such as "a little girl, naked, maybe seven years old with blood running down her bare thighs" (Butler, 1993, p. 31). Instead of perceiving the effects of ecological breakdown as a distant concept, the reader is forced to immerse themselves in the perspective of the characters. 
Lauren is forced to journey to the north along roads crowded with displaced people, robbers, addicts, and scavengers fighting for their lives after Robledo is destroyed. Butler frequently portrays migration as an inevitable byproduct of economic and ecological breakdown. Lauren notes that “the highways are dangerous because of thieves, carjackers, and people desperate enough to do anything” (Butler, 1993, p. 170). As a result, travel in the book is linked to fear and precarity rather than movement or opportunity.  Since governmental institutions and natural conditions are no longer able to support everyday living, entire communities are uprooted. The unequal realities of climate migration are clearly revealed by the travel north. Lauren sees people sleeping outside, families walking with their goods, and kids left at risk of assault and malnutrition. She highlights how ecological collapse turns migration into a state of collective misery by noting "whole families camping in the wastes along the roadsides" (Butler, 1993, p. 213). These scenes closely reflect Rob Nixon’s idea of slow violence, where environmental destruction gradually produces poverty, insecurity, and displacement over time. Butler does not, however, present survival as wholly individualistic. Lauren progressively builds ties with Harry, Zahra, Bankole, and other people as she travels, sharing labour, food, and protection. Community becomes necessary for survival within collapsing systems. Lauren frequently acknowledges that being alone makes one more vulnerable, especially for women and other underprivileged people who are passing through violent areas. As a result, her expanding Earthseed community serves as a substitute for the failing establishments that surround them. 
Social disintegration and ecological fragility give rise to Earthseed itself. Lauren's idea that survival depends on adaptation rather than permanence is reflected in the core concept that "God is Change" (Butler, 1993, p. 3). In contrast to the inflexible systems that crumble throughout the book, Earthseed places a strong emphasis on change, collaboration, and group accountability. Lauren's efforts to create a new community at Acorn represent potential for resiliency in the face of environmental catastrophe. Survival is created through interconnectedness and mutual aid rather than replicating systems built on exclusion and private protection. The Parable of the Sower serves as a warning about the societal repercussions of environmental injustice and neglect in addition to being a work of dystopian fiction. Butler's hypothetical story compels readers to acknowledge the connections between the climate problem and issues of race, poverty, migration, labour exploitation, and institutional failure. Water shortages, mass displacement, gated communities, privatized security, and economic precarity are just a few of the conditions depicted in the book that are similar to current concerns about environmental injustice and climate change. Butler uses everyday human experiences rather than abstract scientific terminology to depict climatic collapse, which dramatically increases the book’s impact in educational settings. Readers may relate to the environmental disaster on an emotional level in part due to Lauren's narration, which heavily emphasizes the anxiety, tiredness, loss, and uncertainty that occurs as a result of their precarious living conditions. For example, after witnessing widespread destruction, Lauren reflects that “people can be inhuman. Worse than inhuman” (Butler, 1993, p. 220). Such moments encourage students to think critically about how ecological instability reshapes ethics, social behaviour, and human relationships. 
Teaching the novel can potentially help students with questions of environmental citizenship and collective responsibility. Lauren's Earthseed philosophy challenges readers to reevaluate notions about stability, consumption, and social responsibility by emphasizing adaptability and change during several occasions. Students may be inspired to relate Butler's dystopian setting to current environmental realities through class discussions on migration, resource shortage, and institutional collapse. Students can further enhance their critical literacy and ecological awareness through discussions on climate justice, ecocritical reading activities, and reflective writing. Butler turns science fiction into a tool for civic involvement by portraying climate breakdown as a lived social experience rather than an abstract disaster. The book challenges readers to think critically about the social and environmental circumstances of the present as well as to envision healthy, stable ecological futures.
CONCLUSION
Climate collapse is portrayed in Parable of the Sower as a continuous social reality affected by violence, injustice, relocation, and institutional failure rather than as a far-off apocalyptic event. Octavia Butler illustrates how vulnerable groups are disproportionately affected by environmental crises through recurrent themes of water scarcity, migration, homelessness, and privatized existence. By applying Rob Nixon's notion of slow violence, the work can be interpreted as a critique of the gradual and accepted forms of ecological damage that gradually worsen poverty, precarity, and social disintegration and through anticipating opportunities for resiliency and group survival, the book surpasses being merely dystopian warning. Lauren Olamina's Earthseed philosophy, which emphasizes community building, accountability, and adaptation in the face of collapse, arises from unstable circumstances. Butler emphasizes the value of collaboration and moral accountability in nations that have harmed the environment through Lauren's metamorphosis. The paper also incorporates the use of Jack Mezirow's transformational learning theory to illustrate the educational value of cli-fi. The confusing experiences created by Butler's speculative story inspire readers and students to think critically about civic involvement, social inequality, and environmental responsibility. The story humanizes the ecological problem by emphasizing fear, migration, survival, and fragility in daily life rather than only presenting climate change through abstract scientific language. Parable of the Sower is especially useful for discussing environmental citizenship and climate justice in the classroom. 
Literature classrooms become crucial places for fostering ecological awareness and ethical inquiry as climate change continues to influence modern social and political realities. Butler's book challenges students to think critically about systems of injustice, environmental deterioration, and collective responsibility while also picturing different kinds of survival and community. In this way, cli-fi serves as both speculative literature and a type of environmental education that equips readers to face the social realities of the climate problem with increased empathy and critical awareness.
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