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Abstract

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents a transformative framework for restructuring the Indian education system, with a strong emphasis on ethical, value-based, and holistic education. This paper explores the concept of ethical transaction of curriculum in higher education institutions in India within the context of NEP 2020. Ethical transaction refers to the process of delivering curriculum in a manner that upholds integrity, inclusivity, fairness, and value orientation in teaching-learning practices. The study adopts a descriptive research methodology based on secondary sources such as policy documents, research articles, and scholarly literature. The conceptual framework is grounded in value-based education, constructivist pedagogy, and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). The thematic review of literature is organized around three key themes: value-based education, curriculum transformation, and ethical pedagogy. Findings indicate that NEP 2020 strongly advocates for integrating ethical values, multidisciplinary learning, and learner-centered approaches into higher education. However, challenges remain in implementation, including lack of teacher preparedness, institutional constraints, and limited integration of ethical practices in real classroom settings. The discussion highlights the implications for curriculum design, teacher education, and institutional policies. The study concludes that ethical transaction of curriculum is essential for developing responsible, socially conscious, and globally competent citizens. Recommendations include strengthening teacher training, embedding ethics across disciplines, and institutionalizing ethical practices in higher education.

Keywords: Ethical curriculum, NEP 2020, higher education, value-based education, curriculum transaction

1. INTRODUCTION

Education plays a crucial role in shaping individuals and society by fostering knowledge, skills, and values. The introduction of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a paradigm shift in the Indian education system, particularly in higher education. The policy emphasizes holistic, multidisciplinary, and value-based education aimed at developing ethical, rational, and compassionate individuals (Venkata et al., 2025). Ethical transaction of curriculum refers to the process through which curriculum is delivered in a manner that ensures integrity, inclusiveness, respect, and moral responsibility. NEP 2020 explicitly highlights that education must build character and ethical values alongside cognitive development (Government of India, 2020). In the context of higher education, ethical curriculum transaction is critical as universities are spaces for intellectual growth and social responsibility. The policy underscores the need to integrate ethical, social, and emotional learning into academic frameworks to create well-rounded individuals. Thus, this study explores how NEP 2020 envisions ethical curriculum transaction and its implications for higher education institutions in India.

2. Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the study are to examine the concept and dimensions of ethical transaction of curriculum in higher education under NEP 2020 and to  analyze the implications of NEP 2020 for promoting ethical practices in curriculum transaction. 

3. Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework of this study is based on three interrelated perspectives:

3.1 Value-Based Education

NEP 2020 strongly advocates for integrating ethical and constitutional values into education. It aims to foster moral development, empathy, and social responsibility among learners .

3.2 Constructivist Learning Theory

The policy promotes experiential and learner-centered pedagogy, where students actively construct knowledge through interaction and reflection. Ethical learning emerges through critical thinking and real-life engagement.

3.3 Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)

The integration of traditional Indian values such as Dharma emphasizes moral and ethical living. This framework connects cultural heritage with modern education to promote ethical consciousness .

4. Need and Importance of the Study

The relevance of ethical curriculum transaction in higher education arises from several factors are

increasing ethical dilemmas in professional and academic life; declining emphasis on moral education in higher education; need for responsible citizenship and social justice and global demand for ethical leadership. NEP 2020 recognizes that education must develop not only cognitive abilities but also ethical and emotional capacities. Thus, this study is significant in understanding how curriculum practices can align with ethical values in higher education.

5. Meaning of Key Terms

Ethical Transaction: Delivery of curriculum in a manner that promotes honesty, fairness, respect, and responsibility.

Curriculum Transaction: The process of implementing and teaching the curriculum in classrooms.

Higher Education: Education provided after secondary schooling, including universities and colleges.

NEP 2020: National Education Policy introduced by the Government of India in 2020 to reform the education system.

Value-Based Education: Education that focuses on moral and ethical development alongside academic learning.

6. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive research design based on secondary sources. Data were collected from:

NEP 2020 policy documents, research journals and articles and books and reports. The data were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify key trends related to ethical curriculum transaction.

7. Thematic Review of Literature

7.1 Theme 1: Value-Based Education

Value-based education has emerged as a central concern in contemporary educational discourse, particularly within the framework of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The policy underscores the importance of integrating ethical, moral, and constitutional values into all levels of education to promote holistic human development. Verma (2024) argues that NEP 2020 envisions education not merely as a means of cognitive development but as a process of nurturing socially responsible and ethically grounded individuals. The inclusion of values such as empathy, respect for diversity, and commitment to democratic ideals is seen as essential for nation-building and social cohesion.

Similarly, Sharma and Shilpa (2025) emphasize that holistic development, as advocated by NEP 2020, incorporates ethical, emotional, and social dimensions alongside intellectual growth. They highlight that higher education institutions must move beyond content delivery and actively engage students in value-oriented learning experiences that foster character formation and ethical decision-making. This perspective aligns with global educational trends that recognize the role of education in shaping responsible global citizens.

Isser (2024) brings attention to the integration of Dharma, a foundational concept in Indian philosophy, into the curriculum. According to Isser, Dharma represents moral duty, righteousness, and ethical conduct, and its inclusion in educational practices can help students develop a deeper understanding of ethical living. This integration of traditional knowledge systems with modern education reflects NEP 2020’s emphasis on Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS).Venkata et al. (2025) further highlight that character building is a key objective of higher education under NEP 2020. They argue that education should cultivate virtues such as integrity, responsibility, and compassion, which are essential for personal and professional success. Singh (2024) also stresses the importance of moral education in fostering responsible citizenship. He contends that ethical education equips students with the ability to navigate complex social and professional challenges while upholding ethical standards.

7.2.Theme 2: Curriculum Transformation

Curriculum transformation is a significant aspect of NEP 2020, aimed at aligning educational practices with the needs of the 21st century. One of the key features of this transformation is the promotion of multidisciplinary education, which encourages students to explore diverse fields of knowledge and develop a broad-based understanding of complex issues (Government of India, 2020). This approach fosters critical thinking and ethical reasoning by exposing learners to multiple perspectives.

Flexible curriculum structures are another important element highlighted in the literature. According to various scholars, flexibility in course selection and learning pathways enables students to pursue their interests while also engaging with ethical and value-based subjects. This flexibility supports personalized learning and encourages students to take responsibility for their educational choices, thereby promoting ethical autonomy.

Experiential learning is also emphasized as a replacement for traditional rote learning methods. By engaging students in real-life situations, problem-solving activities, and community-based projects, experiential learning helps them understand the ethical implications of their actions. This approach aligns with constructivist theories of learning, which emphasize active participation and reflection as key components of meaningful learning.

Skill-based education is another important dimension of curriculum transformation. It integrates practical skills with ethical considerations, ensuring that students are not only competent in their fields but also aware of the ethical responsibilities associated with their professions. For example, professional courses in medicine, engineering, and business increasingly include modules on ethics and social responsibility.

Outcome-based education (OBE) further reinforces the importance of value-oriented outcomes. By clearly defining learning outcomes related to ethical behavior and social responsibility, OBE ensures that educational institutions remain accountable for the holistic development of students. This shift from input-based to outcome-based education reflects a broader commitment to quality and relevance in higher education.

7.3. Theme 3: Ethical Pedagogy

Ethical pedagogy refers to teaching practices that promote fairness, inclusivity, and respect in the learning environment. It is a critical component of ethical curriculum transaction, as it shapes the way knowledge is delivered and experienced by students. Scholars have emphasized that ethical teaching practices involve not only adherence to professional standards but also a commitment to fostering an inclusive and supportive learning environment.

The role of the teacher as a facilitator is central to ethical pedagogy. Instead of being mere transmitters of knowledge, teachers are expected to guide students in their learning journeys, encouraging critical thinking, dialogue, and reflection. This shift in the teacher’s role is consistent with the learner-centered approach advocated by NEP 2020.

The concept of “embedded ethics,” as discussed by Grosz et al. (2018), highlights the importance of integrating ethical considerations across all subjects rather than treating ethics as a separate discipline. This approach ensures that students encounter ethical issues in various contexts, enabling them to develop a nuanced understanding of ethical decision-making.

Reflective teaching practices also play a crucial role in enhancing ethical awareness. By encouraging students to reflect on their experiences, beliefs, and actions, educators can help them develop a deeper understanding of ethical principles. Reflection fosters self-awareness and critical thinking, which are essential for ethical behaviour.

In the digital age, technology ethics has become increasingly important. The use of digital tools and platforms in education raises ethical issues related to privacy, data security, and academic integrity. Therefore, it is essential for educators to address these issues and promote responsible use of technology among students.

8. FINDINGS 

The findings are identified as per the objectives like examining the concept and dimensions of ethical transaction of curriculum in higher education under NEP 2020.The findings of the present study reveal that ethical curriculum transaction in higher education is a multidimensional construct that extends beyond the mere delivery of academic content. It encompasses the integration of values, inclusive practices, and learner-centered pedagogical approaches. One of the key aspects identified is the incorporation of ethical and moral values within the curriculum framework. NEP 2020 strongly advocates embedding values such as integrity, empathy, respect for diversity, and social responsibility across disciplines, thereby ensuring that education contributes to the holistic development of learners (Government of India, 2020).

Value integration is not limited to standalone courses on ethics but is envisioned as a cross-cutting theme across all subject areas. This approach ensures that students are continuously exposed to ethical considerations in various academic and professional contexts. For instance, disciplines such as science, technology, business, and humanities are encouraged to include ethical dimensions relevant to their fields. This finding aligns with the view that ethical education must be contextual and experiential rather than theoretical (Venkata et al., 2025).

Another significant dimension identified is the emphasis on inclusive practices in curriculum transaction. Ethical education requires creating a learning environment that respects diversity and promotes equity. NEP 2020 highlights the importance of inclusivity by addressing the needs of socio-economically disadvantaged groups, differently-abled learners, and students from diverse cultural backgrounds. Inclusive curriculum transaction involves adopting teaching strategies that accommodate varied learning needs and ensuring equal participation of all students in the learning process (Sharma & Shilpa, 2025). This reflects a broader ethical commitment to social justice and equity in education.

Learner-centered pedagogy is also a crucial component of ethical curriculum transaction. The findings indicate that NEP 2020 promotes pedagogical approaches that actively engage students in the learning process, encouraging critical thinking, reflection, and dialogue. Such approaches enable students to develop ethical reasoning and decision-making skills. Constructivist learning methods, including project-based learning, collaborative activities, and experiential learning, are emphasized as they allow students to connect theoretical knowledge with real-life ethical issues (Singh, 2024).

Furthermore, the policy underscores the importance of holistic development, which includes cognitive, emotional, social, and ethical dimensions. Education is viewed as a means of developing well-rounded individuals who are not only knowledgeable but also morally responsible and socially conscious. This holistic perspective represents a shift from traditional education models that prioritize academic achievement over character development. The findings suggest that ethical curriculum transaction plays a vital role in achieving this broader educational goal.

The findings related to the second objective indicate that NEP 2020 provides a comprehensive framework for promoting ethical practices in higher education through curriculum reforms and institutional changes. One of the key strategies identified is the promotion of multidisciplinary education. By encouraging students to engage with multiple disciplines, NEP 2020 fosters a broader understanding of complex issues, including ethical challenges. Multidisciplinary learning enables students to analyze problems from different perspectives and develop balanced and informed ethical judgments (Government of India, 2020).

The integration of ethics into multidisciplinary curricula also enhances the relevance of education in addressing real-world problems. For example, issues such as environmental sustainability, social inequality, and technological advancements require interdisciplinary approaches that incorporate ethical considerations. The findings suggest that such an approach not only enriches academic learning but also prepares students to become responsible global citizens.

Another important implication is the need for institutional reforms to support ethical curriculum transaction. The successful implementation of NEP 2020 requires significant changes in institutional policies, governance structures, and academic practices. Higher education institutions must create an environment that supports ethical teaching and learning by establishing clear guidelines, codes of conduct, and accountability mechanisms. Institutional leadership plays a critical role in fostering a culture of ethics and integrity within the academic community (Venkata et al., 2025).

Teacher preparedness is also identified as a crucial factor in promoting ethical curriculum transaction. Educators must be equipped with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes required to integrate ethical values into their teaching practices. This necessitates the inclusion of ethics and value education in teacher training programs, as well as continuous professional development opportunities. Teachers must be trained to use innovative pedagogical approaches that encourage ethical reflection and dialogue among students (Sharma & Shilpa, 2025).

Additionally, the findings highlight the importance of assessment reforms in promoting ethical education. Traditional assessment methods that focus solely on academic performance may not adequately capture students’ ethical development. Therefore, there is a need to adopt assessment practices that evaluate students’ values, attitudes, and ethical decision-making abilities. Outcome-based education, as advocated by NEP 2020, provides a suitable framework for incorporating such assessments.

Finally, the role of technology in ethical curriculum transaction is increasingly significant. While digital tools offer new opportunities for teaching and learning, they also raise ethical concerns related to data privacy, academic integrity, and digital citizenship. The findings suggest that higher education institutions must address these challenges by promoting ethical use of technology and integrating digital ethics into the curriculum (Grosz et al., 2018). In short, the findings indicate that NEP 2020 provides a robust foundation for promoting ethical curriculum transaction in higher education. However, its effective implementation requires coordinated efforts at multiple levels, including curriculum design, pedagogy, institutional policies, and teacher education.

9. DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS

The findings of the present study clearly indicate that ethical curriculum transaction is a central component of the vision articulated in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The policy moves beyond a narrow focus on academic achievement and emphasizes the development of ethical, compassionate, and socially responsible individuals. This shift reflects a broader understanding of education as a transformative process that contributes to both individual growth and societal well-being. NEP 2020 underscores the need to integrate ethical values into all aspects of education, thereby ensuring that learners are equipped not only with knowledge and skills but also with the moral compass required to navigate complex personal and professional contexts (Government of India, 2020).

The emphasis on ethical development aligns with global educational priorities that highlight the importance of character education and value-based learning. As higher education institutions serve as critical spaces for intellectual and social development, the ethical transaction of curriculum becomes essential in shaping students’ attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors. The findings suggest that the integration of ethics into curriculum transaction fosters critical thinking, empathy, and a sense of responsibility, which are indispensable for addressing contemporary challenges such as social inequality, environmental sustainability, and technological advancements (Venkata et al., 2025).

One of the key implications of this study is the need to integrate ethics across disciplines. Rather than confining ethical education to specific courses or modules, NEP 2020 advocates for a holistic approach in which ethical considerations are embedded within all subject areas. This interdisciplinary integration ensures that students encounter ethical issues in diverse contexts, enabling them to develop a nuanced understanding of ethical principles and their application. For example, students in science and technology fields can explore issues related to data privacy and artificial intelligence ethics, while those in business studies can engage with topics such as corporate social responsibility and ethical leadership. Such an approach not only enhances the relevance of education but also prepares students to make informed and responsible decisions in their professional lives (Grosz et al., 2018).

Another significant implication is the need for teacher training in ethical pedagogy. Teachers play a pivotal role in the effective transaction of curriculum, and their attitudes, beliefs, and practices significantly influence students’ learning experiences. The findings highlight that educators must be adequately trained to integrate ethical values into their teaching practices and to create an environment that promotes open dialogue, critical reflection, and ethical reasoning. This requires a shift from traditional teacher-centered approaches to learner-centered pedagogies that encourage active participation and engagement. Professional development programs must therefore include components on ethical teaching, value education, and inclusive practices, enabling teachers to act as role models and facilitators of ethical learning (Sharma & Shilpa, 2025).

Institutional support is equally crucial for promoting ethical curriculum transaction. Higher education institutions must create environments that uphold ethical standards and foster a culture of integrity and accountability. This includes the development of institutional policies, codes of conduct, and mechanisms for addressing ethical issues such as academic dishonesty, discrimination, and harassment. The establishment of ethics committees, mentoring systems, and student support services can further strengthen the ethical climate of institutions. Additionally, leadership within institutions must demonstrate a commitment to ethical practices, as organizational culture plays a significant role in shaping individual behavior (Singh, 2024).

Despite the strong emphasis on ethical education in NEP 2020, the implementation of these principles faces several challenges. One of the primary challenges identified is the lack of adequate resources. Many higher education institutions, particularly in developing regions, struggle with limited infrastructure, insufficient funding, and a shortage of trained faculty. These constraints can hinder the effective integration of ethical practices into curriculum transaction. For instance, experiential learning activities and interdisciplinary programs require additional resources and institutional support, which may not always be readily available.

Resistance to change is another significant barrier to the implementation of ethical curriculum transaction. Educational institutions often operate within established traditions and practices, and introducing new approaches can be met with skepticism or reluctance from faculty and administrators. This resistance may stem from a lack of awareness, insufficient training, or concerns about increased workload. Overcoming this challenge requires sustained efforts to build awareness, provide training, and demonstrate the benefits of ethical education for both students and institutions (Venkata et al., 2025).

Furthermore, the assessment of ethical learning outcomes presents a complex challenge. Traditional evaluation methods are primarily focused on measuring cognitive achievements and may not adequately capture students’ ethical development. Developing appropriate assessment tools that evaluate values, attitudes, and ethical decision-making skills is essential for ensuring the effectiveness of ethical curriculum transaction.

In short, the discussion highlights that ethical curriculum transaction is integral to achieving the goals of NEP 2020. The policy provides a comprehensive framework for integrating ethical values into higher education, but its success depends on effective implementation at multiple levels. By addressing challenges related to resources, teacher training, and institutional support, higher education institutions can create learning environments that foster ethical awareness and responsible citizenship. The implications of this study underscore the need for a collaborative and sustained effort to transform educational practices in line with the ethical vision of NEP 2020.

10. RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings and discussion of the study, several recommendations are proposed to enhance the ethical transaction of curriculum in higher education in alignment with the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. These recommendations focus on curriculum design, pedagogical practices, assessment systems, and institutional frameworks to ensure the effective integration of ethical values in higher education.

One of the primary recommendations is the integration of ethics across all subjects and disciplines. Ethical education should not be confined to isolated courses or modules but should be embedded within the entire curriculum. This interdisciplinary approach allows students to encounter ethical issues within the context of their respective fields, thereby promoting contextual understanding and application of ethical principles. For instance, students in science and technology can explore issues related to research ethics and data privacy, while those in commerce and management can engage with corporate ethics and social responsibility. Such integration fosters critical thinking and ethical reasoning, enabling learners to make informed decisions in real-life situations (Government of India, 2020). Embedding ethics across disciplines also aligns with the holistic and multidisciplinary approach advocated by NEP 2020, which emphasizes the development of well-rounded individuals.

Another important recommendation is the provision of comprehensive teacher training in ethical pedagogy. Teachers play a crucial role in the effective transaction of curriculum, and their ability to integrate ethical values into teaching practices significantly influences student learning outcomes. Therefore, it is essential to equip educators with the necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes to promote ethical learning. Pre-service and in-service teacher education programs should include components on value education, ethical decision-making, and inclusive teaching practices. 

Additionally, professional development programs should focus on innovative pedagogical strategies such as reflective teaching, discussion-based learning, and case study approaches that encourage ethical reflection among students (Sharma & Shilpa, 2025). By empowering teachers as facilitators of ethical learning, institutions can create a supportive environment for value-based education.

The development of value-based assessment systems is another critical recommendation. Traditional assessment methods often focus on cognitive achievements and may not adequately capture students’ ethical development. Therefore, it is necessary to design assessment tools that evaluate not only knowledge and skills but also values, attitudes, and ethical behaviors. Outcome-based education (OBE) provides a suitable framework for incorporating such assessments, as it emphasizes clearly defined learning outcomes related to ethical competencies. Assessment methods such as reflective journals, project-based evaluations, and community engagement activities can be used to measure students’ ethical understanding and application. These approaches encourage students to reflect on their actions and decisions, thereby fostering ethical awareness and responsibility (Singh, 2024).

Promoting experiential learning is also essential for the ethical transaction of curriculum. Experiential learning involves engaging students in real-life situations, problem-solving activities, and community-based projects that provide opportunities for practical application of ethical principles. This approach helps students understand the consequences of their actions and develop a sense of social responsibility. For example, service-learning programs, internships, and fieldwork can expose students to real-world challenges and ethical dilemmas, enabling them to develop critical thinking and decision-making skills. Experiential learning also supports the development of empathy and compassion, which are key components of ethical behavior. The emphasis on experiential learning in NEP 2020 reflects the need to move beyond rote learning and promote meaningful and transformative educational experiences (Government of India, 2020).

Strengthening institutional policies for ethical practices is another vital recommendation. Higher education institutions must create an environment that upholds ethical standards and fosters a culture of integrity, accountability, and transparency. This requires the development of clear policies and guidelines related to academic integrity, professional conduct, and ethical behavior. Institutions should establish ethics committees and grievance redressal mechanisms to address ethical issues and ensure fairness in decision-making processes. Additionally, institutional leadership must demonstrate a commitment to ethical practices, as leadership plays a significant role in shaping organizational culture. By promoting ethical values at the institutional level, higher education institutions can create a supportive environment for ethical curriculum transaction (Venkata et al., 2025).

Furthermore, the integration of technology in education necessitates the promotion of digital ethics. With the increasing use of digital tools and platforms in teaching and learning, issues related to data privacy, academic integrity, and responsible use of technology have become more prominent. Institutions should incorporate digital ethics into the curriculum and provide guidelines for the ethical use of technology. This will help students develop responsible digital citizenship and navigate the challenges of the digital age effectively (Grosz et al., 2018).

In short, the recommendations highlight the need for a comprehensive and collaborative approach to promote ethical curriculum transaction in higher education. By integrating ethics across disciplines, providing teacher training, developing value-based assessment systems, promoting experiential learning, and strengthening institutional policies, higher education institutions can align their practices with the ethical vision of NEP 2020. These measures will contribute to the development of ethically responsible and socially conscious individuals who can contribute positively to society.

11. CONCLUSION

Ethical transaction of curriculum is essential for achieving the goals of NEP 2020. The policy provides a strong foundation for integrating ethical values into higher education. However, effective implementation requires collaborative efforts from educators, institutions, and policymakers. By embedding ethics into curriculum transaction, higher education can contribute to the development of responsible and ethical citizens.
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