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Abstract
Zakaria Tamer was a renowned modern-era writer, journalist, and a pioneer of the short story genre. He gained widespread recognition as one of the most distinguished storytellers in the Arab world. Furthermore, he was a leading figure in modern Syrian literature both as a writer and a journalist and achieved global renown as a literary figure and journalist, particularly for his contributions to children's literature. Through his writing, Zakaria Tamer consistently highlighted themes of oppression, the subjugation of the poor by the wealthy, and of the weak by the powerful. In short, the author always wielded his pen in defense of the common and working-class people. Zakaria Tamer's first story was published in 1857. Since then, he compiled approximately eleven collections of short stories, two volumes of satirical essays, and numerous books of children's literature. The works of this modern Syrian writer have been translated into various languages, including English. Thus, in this essay, I have endeavored to outline the biography and literary contributions of the modern children's author, Zakaria Tamer. I sincerely hope that, Insha'Allah (God willing), this essay will prove beneficial to researchers, students, professors, and scholars of Arabic language and literature, both within the country and abroad. Should this prove to be the case, I shall consider myself truly gratified.
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Introduction :- Zakaria Tamer widely regarded as the greatest children's author of the modern era was a renowned writer and journalist of his time. He was particularly well-known as a short-story writer. Zakaria Tamer was born into a poor family on  2nd January, 1931, in the Al-Bashar district of Damascus, the capital of Syria. Due to his impoverished background, he was compelled to leave school in 1944 at the tender age of thirteen. Given his family's precarious financial and domestic circumstances, he had initially enrolled in a primary school located in a village within the Al-Bashar district. Forced by poverty to abandon his studies, he took up employment at a factory in the Al-Bashar district of Damascus in order to support his family. At the factory, he began his career working as a craftsman specializing in the manufacture of locks. Despite the immense familial and financial hardships that plagued his childhood, he succeeded in establishing himself as a celebrated writer of his generation. Thus, in this essay, I have endeavored to highlight the achievements and contributions of the great writer, Zakaria Tamer.
Content :- Zakaria Tamer was a modern Arab children's author, journalist, writer, and newspaper editor. He was born on 2nd January, 1931, in the Al-Basha district of Damascus, in the Syrian Republic. Forced to leave school at the age of just 13 in 1944 to help support and provide for his family, he apprenticed as a locksmith under a blacksmith at a factory in the Al-Basha district of Damascus. Having abandoned formal schooling, he embarked on a journey of self-study. As a self-taught individual, he spent a great deal of time reading various books. Later, he developed an interest in politics; through his interactions with intellectuals, he was encouraged to resume his education by attending night school. He read extensively on his own a pursuit that inspired him to write stories and engage in journalism specifically, as he later stated in an interview, "to create a voice that (he) could not find (elsewhere)." The author's objective was to use his writing to shed light on the joyless and circumscribed lives of the vast majority of impoverished men and women in Syria.
Zakaria Tamer began his literary career in 1957 by publishing several stories in a prominent Syrian magazine. His initial manuscript caught the attention of Yusuf Al-Khal a poet, critic, and editor of the journal Shi'r (Poetry), which at the time played a pivotal role as the midwife of modern Arabic poetry. Beneath the veil of poetic prose, these stories revealed a talent of immense magnitude. Indeed, they were so distinct from anything else being written in Arabic at the time that Yusuf Al-Khal decided to publish them. This collection became the author's first volume of short stories, titled ‘The neighing of the White steed.’ The collection garnered the author widespread attention and acclaim among both readers and critics. It marked a pivotal chapter in the author's life; subsequently, through his writing, he rose to prominence as a renowned children's author throughout the Arab world and across the globe.
Discussion:- Zakaria Tamer’s first poetry collection garnered widespread acclaim within society and propelled him to the pinnacle of literary success. Following this literary triumph, he resigned from his job as a blacksmith and embarked on a new career as a government official. Concurrently, he served as the editor for several publications, including cultural journals such as ‘Al-Mawqif al-Adabi’ and Al-Ma'rifah, as well as the children's magazine ‘Usama’. Subsequently, in 1968, he played a pivotal role in establishing the Syrian Writers Union in Syria. He was elected as a member of the Executive Bureau specifically tasked with overseeing publishing and printing and served as the Union's Vice-President for four years.
In 1980, the children's author Zakaria Tamer was dismissed from his editorial position at ‘Al-Ma'rifah’ a journal published by the Syrian Ministry of Culture following the publication of excerpts from Abd Al-Rahman Al-Kawakibi’s (1849–1902) book, ‘Taba'i Al-Istibdad’ (The Characteristics of Despotism 1900), in which the author condemned despotism and advocated for freedom. As a direct consequence of this dismissal, Zakaria Tamer decided to leave his native Syria and relocate to London.
From 1981 to 1982, the author served as the Managing Editor of the newspaper ‘Al-Dastur’. Subsequently, from 1983 to 1988, he held the position of Cultural Editor for ‘Al-Tadhamun’. From 1988 to 1993, the author served as the Managing Editor of ‘Al-Naqid’. Additionally, he worked as the Cultural Editor for the Riyadh Al-Rayyes Publishing House. He has contributed articles to various newspapers, including ‘Al-Quds Al-Arabi’, which is published in London.
In January 2012, Zakaria Tamer decided to begin writing on Facebook and created a page titled ‘Al-Mihmaz’ (المهماز) meaning ‘The Spur’ or ‘Inspiration.’ The page features daily essays that provide a detailed exploration of the political and cultural dimensions of his ongoing literary journey. Most recently, the Syrian uprising has been at the very centre of this focus. The author Zakaria Tamer's short story collection, ‘Sour Grapes’, was published in English in 2023 twenty years after its original publication in Arabic.
Zakaria Tamer’s writing is distinguished by its brevity, striking metaphors, and symbolism. Within the span of just a few pages, his concise short stories convey profound messages regarding the impact of human suffering, injustice, and oppression. While engaging with controversial themes, Zakaria Tamer utilizes his writing to shed light on the pressing political and social issues facing Syria and the wider Arab world. Tamer’s work explores significant themes within Arabic literature, employing metaphor, symbolism, and minimalism to critique social and political realities. Through his writing, he offers scathing critiques of political aspects while presenting social dimensions with remarkable artistry. The famous Syrian author Zakaria Tamer himself says : “We are deceiving ourselves if we believe that a literary work written and published in a country where 70 per cent of the population is illiterate, can change the political and social life of the country, it is up to political organization and not to romantic literature to change the present situation.”
Literary Work :- From the time of his birth until 2005, the renowned author Zakaria Tamer published eleven collections of short stories, two collections of satirical essays, and dozens of children's books. Additionally, he translated numerous books from English into Arabic. He also served as an editor for various newspapers. Listed below are the short stories, translated works, and satirical essays of the celebrated author and journalist Zakaria Tamer:
· The Neighing of the White Steed (1960) صهيل الجواد الابيض  
· Spring In The Ashes (1963) ربيع في الرماد 
· The Thunder (1970) الرعد 
· Damascus Fire (1973) دمشق الحرائق 
· Tigers on the Tenth Day (1978) النمور في اليوم العاشر 
· Noah's Summons (1994) نداء نوح 
· We Shall Laugh (1998) سنضحك 
· IF! (1998) أف! 
· Sour Grapes (2000) الحصرم 
· Breaking Knees (2002) تكسير ركب 
· The Hedgehog (2005) القنفذ 
· The Regret of Horse (2018) ندم الحصان 
Collections of satirical articles
· Glories, Arabs, Glories, Amjad Ya Arab Amjad (1986)
· The Victim's Satire Of His Killer, (2003)
Other collections
· Why the River Fell Silent (1973) لماذا سكت النهر 
· The Flower Spoke to the Bird (1978) قالت الوردة للسنونو 
In translation
· Tigers On The Tenth Day and Other Stories, (1985) translated by Denys Johnson-Davies, Quartet Books.
· Breaking Knees, (2008), translated by Ibrahim Muhawi (Reading, UK: Garnet Publishing).
· The Hedgehog: A Modern Arabic Novella, (2009) translated by Brian O'Rourke, Denys Johnson-Davies, American University Cairo Press, ISBN 9789774162558.
· The Children Laugh, (2017), translated to Hebrew by Alon Fragman, published by Maktoob Series.
· Sour Grapes, (2023) translated by Alessandro Columbu and Mireia Costa Capallera, Syracuse University Press.
Editorial works
· Writers and Publishing Dept. at Syria Ministry of Culture (1960-1963)
· Editor of weekly Al Mawqef Al Arabi, Syria (1963-1965)
· Screenwriter for Jeddah TV, KSA (1965-1966)
· Started his work at Syria Ministry of Information (1967)
· Head of Drama Department at Syrian TV (1967-1970)
·  Editor-in-Chief of kids Rafi magazine, Syria (1970-1971)
· Editor-in-Chief of Al Mawqef Al Adabi magazine, Syria (1972-1975)
· Editor-in-Chief of kids Osama magazine, Syria (1975-1977)
· Editor-in-Chief of Al Ma’arifa magazine, Syria (1978-1980)
· Syria Ministry of Culture (1980-1981)
· Managing editor of Al Dustoor magazine, London (1981-1982)
· Culture editor of Al Tadhamon magazine, London (1983-1988)
· Managing editor of Al Naqid magazine and culture editor at Riyadh Al Rayes Publishing House, London (1988-1993)
Other activities
· Co-founded Arab Writers Union in Syria 1969, member of its Executive Bureau, and Deputy Chairman for four years
· Jury member of Arab and international literary competitions
Newspaper columns
· 1989-1994, daily articles for Al-Quds Al-Arabi newspaper, London
· 2002, Azzaman Newspaper
· 2006, Al Thawra Newspaper (Revolution), Syria
Modern Syrian author and journalist Zakaria Tamar has won numerous awards for his children’s literature and Arabic short stories. In addition to Arabic literature, she was also a skilled journalist and a politically aware person. Therefore, below are the awards of Zakaria Tamar:
· 2001 : Sultan Bin Ali Al Owais Cultural Foundation: Prize of Stories Novels & Drama.
· 2002 : Honoured and invested with the Syrian Order of Merit.
· 2009 : Awarded the Blue Metropolis Montreal International Literary prize.
· 2015 : Mahmoud Darwish Award for Freedom and Creativity.
Results :- Through this article, researchers and students of Arabic language and literature both at home and abroad will be able to gain a comprehensive understanding of the renowned Syrian writer Zakaria Tamer. In this piece, I have endeavored to eloquently present a concise biography of Zakaria Tamer, alongside a detailed account of his significant contributions to children's literature. Students of Arabic language and literature will find it remarkably easy to navigate the author's body of work and identify the publication dates of his various stories within the pages of this article. Furthermore, this essay serves as an accessible gateway for readers to familiarize themselves with the entirety of Zakaria Tamer's literary oeuvre. I have attempted to provide a concise overview of his vast literary output, distilled from a thorough study of his extensive body of work. Moreover, while numerous research papers on the Syrian writer Zakaria Tamer have been published in Arabic, a noticeable dearth of articles exists in the English language. Consequently, this English article of mine is expected to hold immense value not only for students of Arabic but also and equally so, for students of other linguistic backgrounds. In short, this article will enable students from all disciplines to effortlessly access information regarding the Syrian writer Zakaria Tamer’s literary awards, his body of work, and the various journals he has edited. I sincerely hope that, through this article, students of Arabic language and literature as well as students from all other fields, professors, and the general public will find themselves enriched and benefited, Insha'Allah (God willing).
Recommendations :- In my opinion, it is absolutely essential that the short stories of the Syrian writer Zakaria Tamer be included in the curricula of all schools, colleges, and universities across the globe, including those in India. This is because he is a short-story writer who, through his writings, has beautifully portrayed the socio-political landscape and the sorrows and hardships of the common people. Reading Zakaria Tamer’s short stories would enable students to become more aware of social, political, and environmental issues. Zakaria Tamer a children's author who has created a sensation throughout the Arab world and beyond with his short stories has yet to see his works included in standard textbooks; therefore, incorporating his short stories into academic curricula is a matter of great necessity. Furthermore, I believe it is highly important that contemporary periodicals and journals feature articles and discussions regarding the literary contributions of the Syrian writer Zakaria Tamer. It is also imperative that seminars and workshops focusing on Zakaria Tamer’s life and literary oeuvre be organized in nearly all universities worldwide, including those in India, so that today's students are encouraged to learn more about him. What is most astonishing is that this great writer is still alive; yet, I am unaware of any workshops or seminars currently being held in his honour at any Indian university. Consequently, organizing seminars and workshops dedicated to his work is not only highly desirable but also a matter of urgent necessity.
Conclusion :- In light of the foregoing discussion, it can be asserted that Syrian author Zakaria Tamer’s contributions to Arabic literature particularly his mastery of the short story genre uphold a distinguished tradition within world literature. His writing has left an enduring impact on both Arabic and global literary landscapes. It is truly remarkable that, even as he approaches the age of 95, he continues to stand as a prominent voice of dissent. Through his use of a concise and protest-oriented style, this Syrian writer has been able to portray complex themes such as oppression, authoritarianism, and resilience with extraordinary precision and depth. With brevity and elegance, the author exposes the tyranny of the powerful while giving voice to the marginalized and the oppressed. He captures the struggles of those living under repressive regimes and challenges conventional social norms. His work resonates with readers across diverse cultures, provoking contemplation on social justice, human dignity, and tolerance; this renders his stories both universally relevant and deeply rooted in the Arab experience. Within the realm of Arabic literature, Tamer revolutionized the short story genre by demonstrating how profound social critique could be conveyed through brevity and subtlety. Breaking away from conventional narrative structures, he introduced a fragmented, minimalist approach that prioritizes thematic intensity over elaborate description. This innovation has inspired countless Arab writers, demonstrating how sensitive political and social issues can be addressed through indirect narrative techniques. Tamer’s legacy in Arabic literature remains palpable across generations of writers who continue to experiment with form and utilize literature as a medium for socio-political reflection and critique. On an international stage, Tamer’s works have garnered recognition for their universal themes, positioning him within a broader global literary tradition that champions human rights and freedom. Frequently compared to writers such as George Orwell and Franz Kafka, Tamer’s stories employ metaphor to vividly depict the absurdity of authoritarianism and the enduring resilience of the human spirit. As his works continue to be translated and read across the globe, Tamer's influence has extended far beyond the borders of the Arab world, establishing him as a pivotal figure in the literature of resistance. His legacy endures, serving as an inspiration to others.
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