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Abstract


This descriptive- qualitative research was conducted with the aim of identifying the key barriers that hinder learners from accessing and attaining effective education. Purposive sampling was employed to select the participants from public elementary schools located in a geographically challenged area.  Data were gathered through interviews and were analyzed through thematic analysis to extract recurring patterns and significant insights. Findings revealed that deterrents to quality elementary education include textbook shortage, low Socio-economic Status (SES), low parental education, learners’ negative attitude towards studies, and school location issues. Actions taken to overcome such deterrents include resorting to digital mobilization, engaging in sideline jobs, creating engaging learning experiences, building strong support systems, engaging in self-care practices, and practicing positive thinking, resourcefulness, adaptability, and resilience.   The study concludes that these deterrents are interconnected and require comprehensive, multi- stakeholder interventions to promote inclusive and quality education.  Hence, a proposed a Strategic Intervention Program is recommended to mitigate, if not eradicate the identified deterrents and promote a more inclusive, equitable, and high-quality public elementary education system.
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Introduction

 
Elementary education serves as the cornerstone of a nation’s development, shaping the cognitive, emotional and social foundation of future generations. Despite global commitments to universal education, significant disparities in the quality and accessibility of elementary schooling persist. In many regions, children face a multitude of obstacles that hinder their ability to receive a consistent and enriching educational experience.

Education is a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of societal progress. Quality elementary education, in particular, lays the foundation for future learning and success, shaping individuals’ cognitive abilities, social-emotional development, and overall well- being. However, achieving universal access to quality education remains significant challenge globally, and the Philippines is no exception. In many communities, various barriers impede the delivery of effective and equitable education (UNESCO, 2021). 

Quality education is a matter of great concern and what quality means in education is a subject of intense debate. UNESCO (2021) conceptualized quality education as, learning to know, learning to do, learning to live together, and learning to be. Making quality school education accessible to every child in the world is a big challenge as the school system faces a huge shortage of trained teachers, a lack of basic infrastructure, school dropouts, and the socio-economic condition of the student’s parents. Such is the reason for the undesirable literacy level. The non-availability of quality Early Childhood Care and Education is a matter of great concern in the country as it has a long-term impact on children with 78 % of 3–4-year-old do not attend daycare, and 28% of 5-year-old are not enrolled in kindergarten (PSA, 2022). Teachers and head teachers are the most important pillar of the school and need to be strengthened through quality capacity-building training. Hence, making quality education accessible to every child will depend on how the policy is implemented in reality. This article is based on a secondary source and tries to analyze the issues and challenges of providing quality education to every child in the world.

While the Philippine government has implemented various initiatives to improve education, disparities persist across different regions and communities. Notably, rural areas such as Balasan, Iloilo, often experience greater challenges due to factors such as geographical isolation, limited resources, family problems, and socioeconomic inequalities. These challenges manifest in various ways, impacting learners, teachers, and parents alike. For instance, limited access to quality learning materials, inadequate infrastructure, and a shortage of trained teachers can significantly hinder learner learning outcomes. Furthermore, socio-economic factors, such as poverty and limited parental involvement, can create additional barriers to educational success (UNESCO, 2022). Understanding the specific deterrents to quality elementary education is crucial for developing targeted interventions and improving educational outcomes. 

This study aimed to shed light on the complexities of these challenges, exploring the interrelationship between different factors and their impact on learners, teachers, and parents within the context of a local community. The findings would provide valuable insights for policymakers, educators, and community stakeholders to design and implement effective strategies to overcome these barriers and promote quality elementary education in the municipality that can benefits the local community as they strive against the education crises of the country.

Methodology

This study employed a narrative inquiry approach, a qualitative research method that prioritizes understanding how individuals construct meaning from their lives. Narrative inquiry focuses on the collection and analysis of personal stories, recognizing that meaning is constructed over time by connecting past experiences to current and future understandings. This methodology emphasizes the participant’s perspective by utilizing methods designed to capture the nuances of individual experiences and interpretations. This approach aligns with the study’s aim to explore the stories of learners, parents, and teachers, reflecting the deterrents to quality elementary education and the ways in which they navigate these challenges. 
The research was conducted in the municipality of Balasan, Iloilo, Philippines, a second-class municipality consisting of 11 public elementary schools and two national high schools. According to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), Balasan had a poverty incidence of 24.21% as of 2021, which significantly impacts the quality of education due to low socio-economic status. Participants were selected from various barangays and public elementary schools within this municipality. The sample comprised learners from Grades 4 to 6 (aged 10 to 12), their parents, and teachers currently employed in the local public elementary schools. To ensure sampling representation and minimize bias, inclusion and exclusion criteria were strictly employed during participant selection. This systematic approach served to identify individuals suitable for the study while excluding those who did not meet the established requirements. 
Data collection utilized a researcher-made interview schedule, incorporating a systematic procedure for the self-reporting technique to gather individual data. This instrument was subjected to face and content validation by members of the advisory committee. All corrections and suggestions from the advisory and examining committee members were integrated into the final draft of the interview schedule. For data analysis, this study utilized thematic analysis within the narrative inquiry framework. As defined by Braun and Clarke (2006), thematic analysis involves a systematic process of identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns, or themes, within data. This approach is particularly suitable for narrative inquiry as it focuses on understanding individual experiences through their stories. The analysis began with immersion in the data, followed by the inductive generation of initial codes. These codes were grouped into potential themes based on shared meanings and relationships, followed by a rigorous process of reviewing and refining the identified themes. The final phase involved developing a comprehensive report to present the findings of the thematic analysis. 
To ensure the trustworthiness and credibility of the findings, the study employed both peer debriefing and member checking as validation strategies. This methodological approach facilitated the generation of findings that are both robust and credible. Ethical standards were strictly adhered throughout the entire research process. To address potential researcher bias, the study incorporated critical feedback from experienced qualitative researchers. This reflexive process challenged the researcher’s assumptions and interpretations, thereby contributing to the overall integrity and depth of the data analysis.

Results and Discussions

This study examined the lived experiences of learners, parents, and teachers, focusing on how systemic and contextual challenges hinder the quality of elementary education and on how stakeholders employ coping mechanisms. The findings reveal not only persistent barriers but also resourceful responses, with implications for strategic intervention.

The results indicate that learners face interconnected challenges, notably a lack of textbooks and learning materials. When resources are limited, both teaching and learning suffer, leading teachers to adjust methods and learners to rely on what is available. This affects academic performance and engagement.

Another significant factor is the socioeconomic condition of families. Learners from low-income households often face challenges beyond the classroom, including limited access to school supplies, technology, and additional academic support. In contrast, those from more financially stable backgrounds are generally able to access more learning opportunities. This difference contributes to uneven learning outcomes and highlights the role of economic conditions in shaping educational experiences.

Parental educational background also influences the learning process. While parents with limited formal education may find it challenging to assist with academic tasks, many still provide valuable support through encouragement, guidance, and active involvement in their children’s schooling. The findings suggest that such forms of support, although not always academic in nature, play an important role in sustaining learners’ motivation and persistence.

Learners’ attitudes toward their studies further affect their academic engagement. Some learners develop negative perceptions of learning, often as a result of repeated difficulties or lack of confidence. These attitudes can lead to reduced participation and lower academic performance. However, the study also highlights the important role of teachers in shaping learners’ perspectives. A supportive and engaging classroom environment can help improve learners’ attitudes and encourage greater participation.

School location presents another layer of challenge. Learners in remote or underserved areas often face barriers such as long travel distances, limited infrastructure, and reduced access to educational resources. These conditions make it more difficult for them to fully benefit from educational opportunities compared to learners in more accessible locations.

Despite these challenges, learners, parents, and teachers show resilience by adapting to circumstances. Learners use available digital resources when textbooks are absent, while teachers employ multimedia and interactive strategies to enhance instruction, demonstrating willingness to innovate in constrained environments.

Parents, particularly those facing financial difficulties, show determination in supporting their children’s education. They seek additional sources of income, borrow when necessary, and make personal sacrifices to meet educational needs. At the same time, they provide emotional support and encouragement, which remain crucial in helping learners stay motivated.

Learners themselves adopt various coping strategies. They rely on social support from peers, family members, and teachers, and some develop personal strategies such as self-discipline and stress management. In dealing with challenges related to school location, learners demonstrate adaptability by finding ways to continue attending school despite the difficulties they encounter.

The study demonstrates that stakeholders are resourceful in responding to structural challenges. This active engagement is vital for designing interventions that not only address gaps but also amplify existing community strengths, reinforcing the central argument that resilience and collaboration drive improvement.


Conclusions and Recommendations

In light of these findings, the study emphasizes the need for a comprehensive and context-sensitive approach to improving educational quality. Efforts should focus on strengthening resource provision, particularly in ensuring access to adequate learning materials and infrastructure. Addressing socioeconomic challenges through targeted support is equally important in promoting more equitable access to education.

Enhancing parental engagement is another key area. Schools can play a significant role by providing guidance and support to parents, helping them become more effective partners in their children’s education, regardless of their own educational background. Teachers should also be supported through professional development opportunities that enable them to create inclusive, engaging, and learner-centered classroom environments.

Addressing geographic disparities requires innovative and flexible solutions. Community-based learning spaces, alternative modes of instruction, and localized support systems can help extend educational opportunities to learners in remote areas.

The Strategic Intervention Program centers on harnessing collaborative efforts and adaptive teaching practices to improve educational inclusion and equity. By directly targeting resource gaps, stakeholder engagement, and diverse learner needs, the program advances the study’s main argument: sustained progress relies on coordinated action and resourcefulness.

Based on the study’s results, several recommendations are put forward. Government agencies and non-governmental organizations may expand support programs such as school feeding initiatives, distribution of learning materials, and financial assistance for families in need. Education policy makers may consider implementing systems that recognize not only academic achievement but also effort and improvement, thereby encouraging learners to remain engaged.
School heads may organize workshops to equip parents with practical ways to support their children’s learning and establish partnerships with private organizations to offer scholarships and outreach programs. In response to challenges posed by distance and emergencies, schools may also consider establishing temporary or satellite learning spaces.

Teachers are encouraged to develop accessible learning materials that can be used even without internet connectivity, such as printed modules or pre-loaded digital resources. Local government units may support these efforts by creating community-based learning hubs and mini-libraries that provide access to educational materials and mentorship opportunities.

Finally, future researchers are strongly encouraged to investigate additional factors influencing educational quality. By doing so, the evidence base for policy and practice will be continually enhanced, driving sustained improvement and meaningful progress in elementary education.
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