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CHILD MARRIAGE AND GENDER RIGHT VIOLATIONS AMONG FEMALE SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN DALA LGA IN KANO STATE, NIGERIA







Abstract
 This study seeks to examine how socio-economic status and some aristocracy of cultures bring about Child marriage and consequent violent social norms. According to (UNICEF, 2005). gender rights violation is one of the most widespread, persistent and devastating human rights violations in developing countries, where they are subject to violent social norms. Some girls from the rural areas in such social norms encourage early marriage. Early marriage curtails girls’ freedom, isolates them from peers, and ends their education prematurely. Often wed to men who are older and more sexually experienced, these young brides lack power and are more likely to experience partner violence. The marriage issue has multifarious dimensions, the most significant of which are: the poor quality of the education system and perceived weak employment prospects for school; and low transition from primary to junior secondary schools. This therefore calls for an alternative system of education for the people of Kano state. The research gap therefore assuages for pedagogical education as panacea to the female secondary school early marriage. The psycho-analytic theory was used as the Theoretical framework. The paper uses exploratory research design to collect data from purposive sampling techniques were used for the selection of three hundred respondents in Dala Local government area of Kano state. The In-depth Interview and focused group discussions were instruments for data collection. Two local assistants-male and Female who spoke in the local Hausa language were used.  Analysis was done using the frequency and percentages. The results of the findings revealed that there was significance relationship between child marriage and Female School rights violations.
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Introduction
 Child marriage remains one of the most persistent violations of children's rights globally. According to the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), child marriage refers to any formal marriage or informal union involving a person below the age of 18 years. Although substantial progress has been achieved in some regions, millions of girls continue to be married before adulthood, exposing them to educational deprivation, health risks, poverty, gender-based violence, and social exclusion. UNICEF estimates that approximately one in five young women globally were married before their eighteenth birthday, while more than 650 million women and girls alive today experienced child marriage (UNICEF, 2025).
In Africa, child marriage remains the highest prevalence in the worldwide. UNICEF data indicate that West and Central Africa record the highest rates globally, where approximately one in three young women aged 20–24 years were married before the age of 18. Eastern and Southern Africa also report significant prevalence, with about 29 percent of young women experiencing child marriage (UNICEF, 2025).
The persistence of child marriage in Africa is driven by multiple interconnected factors, including poverty, gender inequality, cultural traditions, weak legal enforcement, armed conflicts, and humanitarian crises. Countries such as Niger, Chad, the Central African Republic, Mali, and South Sudan continue to exhibit some of the highest child-marriage rates globally. UNICEF notes that economic hardship often encourages families to view marriage as a strategy for reducing financial burdens or securing daughters' futures (UNICEF, 2024).
UNICEF further reports that progress in reducing child marriage across Sub-Saharan Africa has been relatively slow. While prevalence declined from approximately 38 percent to 35 percent over the last decade, population growth means that the absolute number of child brides continues to increase. Consequently, Africa is projected to become the region with the largest number of child brides if current trends persist (UNICEF, 2024).
The consequences of child marriage in Africa are extensive. Child brides are more likely to experience adolescent pregnancies, maternal mortality, school dropout, intimate partner violence, and lifelong poverty. UNICEF emphasizes that ending child marriage requires investments in girls' education, social protection programmes, legal reforms, and community engagement initiatives
Some child was married out at the age of eight or nine. In many communities where child marriage is practiced, girls are not valued as much as boys. The girls are seen as a burden on their family. While boys are sometimes subjected to early marriage, girls are disproportionately affected and form vast majority of the victims of child marriage. Child marriage drains countries of the innovation and potential that would enable them to thrive (EPDC 2014). In Nigeria, 43% of girls are married off before their 18th birthday. 17% are married before they turn 15. The prevalence of child marriage varies widely from one region to another, with figures as high as 76% in North West region and as low as 10% in the south East. In Kano, parents have complained that quality of education is so poor that schooling cannot be considered a viable alternative to marriage for their daughters. Child marriage is a human rights violation, which does not achieve a fairer future for all (EPDC 2014).
[bookmark: pgfId-1131507]Although the Nigerian government has tried to stamp out child marriage with the enactment of the Child Rights Act of 2003. But the practice of child marriage is still prevalent among the Hausa-Fulani tribe (predominantly Muslim) who occupy Northern Nigeria and where Sharia law is in force.  The betrothal of female children to adult males is still a regular phenomenon among the Hausa-Fulani ethnic group who occupy the northern part of Nigeria (Adebambo,2014).  
[bookmark: pgfId-1131571]In Northern Nigeria, child marriage is a traditional cultural practice which is heavily influenced by Islam, a religion which historically has been practiced in the region and which continues to be practiced. Due to pressure exerted on children to marry young in Northern Nigeria, 48 per cent of Hausa-Fulani girls are married by age 15, and 78 per cent are married by age 18 (Child Welfare Information Gateway July, 2013). These appalling statistics led Elizabeth to describe the life of a girl- child in Northern Nigeria as ‘pathetic’. In the North, little girls who have started menstruating are considered mature for marriage and the case of menstruation varies as a girl of twelve can be given out for marriage based on the fact that she has started menstruating (Elizabeth,2009).  
It is unfortunate that, while the Child Rights Act has sharp teeth, but it cannot bite because each state in Nigeria has to enact the Act under its own state laws before it is enforceable. This means that a social evil such as child marriage can be practiced in a state that is yet to pass the Child Rights Act as domestic law.  Some of the Nigeria's northern states are reluctant to enact the Act. A girl- child in relation to marriage is not adequately protected, as stipulated by Part 1 Section 61 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  Despite the prevalence of child marriage among the Hausa-Fulanis, child marriage is illegal in Nigeria. As a step towards showing that it does not support child marriage, Nigeria has signed and ratified international and regional instruments which regulate the rights of children (Asakiri,2010).
[bookmark: pgfId-1131575] Nigeria ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 16 April 1991, and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (African Children’s Charter) on 12 July 2001. Additionally, Nigeria took steps to domesticate both instruments in the form of the Child Rights Act (CRA). However, irrespective of Nigeria’s passing of the CRA in 2003, the adherence to Islam and the application of Sharia in the northern parts of Nigeria, where child marriage is practiced, continue to violate the provisions of CRC, the African Children’s Charter and the CRA.  Particular attention is given to Nigeria’s domestication of both instruments through the CRA. Irrespective of the promulgation of this Act, Child marriages are, to a certain extent, tolerated in Nigeria because of the weakness of the CRA.
[bookmark: pgfId-1131617] Such weakness stems from the fact that the CRA has to be passed into law in each state in Nigeria before child marriage may be considered illegal. Therefore, because the CRA is not enforceable across all Nigerian states, it leaves children in states that have not signed the CRA vulnerable. This provision is perhaps the most relevant clause against child marriage, given that the Hausa-Fulani practice of child marriage is part of their tradition and, this traditional practice is detrimental to the health of children.  Irrespective of the provisions listed above that invoked against child marriage, there are other section of the provisions that seem to support child marriage.  Such as Article 1 of CRC states:
For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier (Article 1 of CRC).
[bookmark: pgfId-1131619]While CRC defines a child as a person under the age of 18, the provision ‘unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier’, contradicts this and does not help to eradicate child marriage. For instance, in Northern Nigeria, where traditional and cultural practices are heavily influenced by Islam and laws derived from Sharia, the age of majority for girls is attained by pre-puberty. Therefore, Child Right Act, 2003 provision is problematic in terms of not adequately stating the age when a child becomes an adult. 
[bookmark: pgfId-1131620][bookmark: pgfId-1131622]Article 14(2) states:
State Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child (Child Right Act, 2003).  
[bookmark: pgfId-1131624]This provision recommends Nigeria, as a state party to CRC, to encourage parents as guardians and controllers of the lives of their children in respect of education, religion and culture. Therefore, the Hausa-Fulani Muslim parent in Northern Nigeria can follow the teachings of the Quran but, in turn, she cannot be married off at the age of nine because it is sanctified by Islam.
									
 

The diagram above shows the distributions of early girl-child marriage in the six geo-political zones in Nigeria. It was observed from the statistics that North West (NW) especially Kano state has the highest proportion, 73% of married teenagers. The proportion of married teenagers is also a very high 59% in the North East (NE) (Singh, S. et al.2004). Following tradition, large numbers of teenagers in northern Nigeria are married off by their parents with or without their consent. Such early marriage of girls undermines a number of rights guaranteed by the Convention on rights of the Child to which Nigeria is a signatory. Early marriage is clearly shown from the review that is highly practice in the Northern than the southern and western part of the of the country which expose the women in this region to a higher risk of Child Birth (maternal mortality), Higher level of illiterate and school dropout, Health issues, low esteem, and wide spread of poverty.

Research Questions
· How does the value of pedagogy education solve Child marriage in Dala LGA, Kano?
· What are the factors that impinged Child marriage in Dala LGA, Kano?
· How could Child marriage in Dala LGA, Kano be ameliorated?

Objective of the Study
· To determine the values of pedagogy education towards Child marriage in Dala LGA, Kano  
· To evaluate the factors that lead to Child marriage in Dala LGA, Kano
· To ascertain the amelioration of Child marriage in Dala LGA, Kano

THE PANACEA TO GENDER RIGHT VIOLATIONS AMONG CHILD MARRIAGE IN DALA LGA, KANO STATE.
The traditional “chalk and talk” method of teaching that persisted for years is now given inferior results. Today, there is more modern and revolutionary teaching methods that are available for use in the schools. This innovation has encouraged greater student interaction, which boundaries of authority are being broken down by pedagogy. The word “pedagogy” comes from the ancient Greek “paidagogeo” literally ‘to lead the child’. In ancient Greece, the paidagogos, was a slave who supervised the education of his master’s son and led him to school. So, pedagogy is thus about ‘walking the walk’, or leading your learners. It has the main objective which ranges from the full development of human beings to skill acquisition (Halasz & Kaufman, 1995). Pedagogy is the discipline that deals with the theory and practice of education. It tries to focus on the best ways to teach study and practice education. Its goal is the general or full development of the human being through liberal education which is narrowed to specific vocational education; an aspect of imparting and acquisition of specific skills. 
 This new method of teaching has the purpose to improve the quality of education and involve students in educational process. Innovations mean progress and development. This is an aspect of education Paulo Freire referred to in his method of teaching people as critical pedagogy. The element of pedagogy includes the use of media to enhance teaching and learning. The engagement of students to produce more meaningful and deeper learning experiences by using films, television shows, popular music, news stories, literature, documentaries, and videos from sources such as YouTube. The Open Distance Learning (ODL) system encompasses different ways of delivering education and training to learners (Informed Education, 2014; Motilal,1996). To prepare learners for effective life in this 21st century, the instructional process is shifting from textbook – driven and teacher – centered methodologies to flexible, creative, innovative and learner – centered methodologies. Consequently, the emerging instruction methods are participatory, interactive and learner-centered. (Oriaifo, 2005).
THE IMPLICATIONS OF SDG 4 AND SDG 5 IN CHILD MARRIAGE AND FEMALE SCHOOL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN KANO
The adoption of the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the United Nations provides a comprehensive framework for addressing child marriage and promoting children's rights. Particularly relevant are SDG 4, which seeks to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education for all, and SDG 5, which aims to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. These goals recognize education and gender equality as critical mechanisms for eliminating harmful traditional practices, including child marriage.
The Child Rights Act of Nigeria (2003) defines a child as any person below 18 years and prohibits harmful practices detrimental to the welfare and development of children. However, cultural traditions, poverty, religious interpretations, and gender norms continue to perpetuate child marriage in several regions of Nigeria, particularly in the northern states (Okonofua et al., 2023).
Research demonstrates that girls who remain in school are significantly less likely to marry before age18. Education increases awareness of rights, enhances self-confidence, improves decision-making skills, and expands economic opportunities (Wodon et al., 2023). In Nigeria, girls with secondary education are substantially less likely to become child brides than girls with little or no formal education.
Schooling serves as a protective environment where children learn about their legal rights and responsibilities. Through formal education, children become aware of issues relating to gender equality, reproductive health, and legal protections against abuse and exploitation. SDG 5 seeks to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. One of its targets (Target 5.3) specifically calls for the elimination of all harmful practices, including child, early, and forced marriage. The goal recognizes that child marriage is fundamentally a gender-based issue rooted in discrimination against girls.
In many Nigerian communities, cultural norms prioritize marriage over education for girls. Such practices often reinforce patriarchal systems that limit girls' autonomy and opportunities. SDG 5 promotes social transformation by challenging discriminatory beliefs and advocating equal opportunities for girls and boys. By addressing harmful social norms, SDG 5 directly targets the cultural foundations of child marriage (Eze-Anaba & Nwankwo, 2023). Gender inequality remains a major factor contributing to child marriage. Girls are often perceived as economic burdens or viewed primarily through their reproductive roles. Empowered girls are better equipped to resist forced marriages, advocate for their rights, and pursue educational and professional goals. This empowerment strengthens the realization of children's rights and promotes sustainable development.

 


METHODOLOGY
The population of the study focuses on Dala local government in Kano state, Northern part of the country. Dala is a densely populated Local Government Area in Kano State. It is located in the North-west part of Nigeria. Their popular economic and commercial activities are dying, black smith, pot making, farming, fishing, shoe making and other commercial undertakings. The purposive sampling techniques were used. The selection of three hundred respondents in Dala Local government area was used as sample for the study. The exploratory design was used as the method of research. The structured Interview and focused group discussions were the instruments for data collection. Two local assistants-male and Female who spoke in the local Hausa language were used as facilitators.  Analysis of the data was done using the frequency, percentages and Bar charts.
Data Analysis and Findings
	Variables
	SA
	A
	N
	SD
	D
	Frequency
	Percentage 

	Men
	19
	2
	-
	-
	-
	21
	13.8

	Women
	35
	3
	-
	-
	5
	43
	28.3

	Clergy
	2
	-
	-
	-
	2
	4
	2.6

	Youth Leader
	3
	2
	5
	1
	-
	13
	8.6

	Imam
	3
	-
	-
	-
	1
	4
	2.6

	Community Leader
	3
	1
	-
	1
	1
	6
	3.9

	Singles
	15
	-
	5
	2
	5
	27
	17.8

	Teenager
	25
	-
	6
	-
	3
	34
	22.4

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	152
	100





Situation Analysis of Female School dropouts and Gender Gap in Kano
	Category
	Level of School dropouts (%)

	Male
	33.7

	Female
	66.3

	Urban
	40.8

	Rural
	60.2

	Total
	55.3


Source: Authors Source 2025
The level of school dropout is the share of dropout persons in the population aged 15 years and older. In the survey, conducted in 2025, dropout is defined according to Wikipedia encyclopedia (2025) as leaving a school for practical reasons, necessities, or disillusionment with the system from which the individual in question leaves. To collect this data, respondents were only asked whether they are literate, but no reading or writing tests were applied. A smaller group of respondents, all women aged 15-49 years and one third of men aged 15-59 years, were asked by the researchers to know the high rate of female school dropout in Kano.  There were no discrepancies between the reported articles in this region and the survey respondents of the female dropout issues.
Female dropout rate was 66.3% while male dropout rate was 33.7% and female to male ratio was 1.97%. The enrollment in primary education for female was 46% while for male was 54% and enrollment ratio of female to male was 1.17%. Similarly, enrollment ratio of female to male at secondary level was 1.17%. The enrollment in tertiary education for female was 3% while for male was 4% and enrollment ratio of female to male was 0.80%. This survey reflects the huge gender gap in dropout rate in Kano. The dropout rate for female was 40.8% in Urban areas and 60.2% in Rural areas. The gender disparities also presented with the number of institutions at primary, middle and high level. While the dropout rates increased steadily for females, these created large gender gap. A similar gap exists between residents of urban and rural areas. This backwardness of the women is due to the non-equal chances to education of the women. There should be equal chances to educate females so that the development of the region may be doubled.  The above data presents the picture that the formal system of education is providing inadequate facilities to female education as the number of institutions for females is less. The enrollment of the girls is less than the boys at primary, middle and high level. This unequal situation in the country put the women backward and women are lagging behind the men. There is need of another system of education with equal opportunities of education to the female. We need a system to remove injustice in gender. Such system of education is ‘The Distance System of Education’



Conclusion
Ending child marriage requires action at many levels. Existing laws against child marriage should be enforced, especially when girls are at risk of child marriage, or when married, seek protection and justice. laws provide the framework for action against child marriage. Governments, civil society and other partners must work together to ensure girls have access to education, health information and services, and life-skills training. Girls who are able to stay in school, remain healthy and enjoy a broader range of options, and they are more likely to be able to avoid child marriage. 
Recommendation
· Working directly with girls to give them the opportunity to build skills and knowledge, understand and exercise their rights and develop support networks, is an important part of our efforts to end child marriage.
· Using an empowerment approach can lead to positive outcomes for girls and their families by supporting girls to become agents of change, helping them envisage what alternative roles could look like in their communities and ultimately helping them to forge their own pathway in life.
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