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                                                                          Abstract
 	This paper examines the shifting socio-economic and political landscape for Scheduled Castes (SCs) in rural Haryana, a region historically dominated by rigid agrarian caste hierarchies and traditional social structures. Utilizing a mixed-methods approach combining longitudinal secondary data with empirical field observations across selected districts, this study analyzes the primary drivers of social mobility and the persistent barriers to true equality.
​   Historically relegated to the periphery of rural society, the SC population in Haryana has experienced notable transitions over the last few decades. The findings reveal that structural shifts in the rural economy—specifically the decline of traditional Jajmani ties, increased mechanization of agriculture, and a subsequent migration toward urban, non-farm avenue-have significantly reduced traditional forms of economic dependency on dominant landowning castes. Furthermore, state-led affirmative action, coupled with rising literacy rates and digital connectivity, has fostered a heightened sense of political consciousness and legal awareness among Dalit youth.
​     However, the study highlights a dual reality. While occupational mobility and political reservation have enabled institutional representation, substantive social integration remains contested. Ritual hierarchies, residential segregation in Dalit bastis, and subtle forms of everyday discrimination persist. Moreover, the backlash against assertive Dalit identities often manifests in localized conflicts, revealing deep-seated structural anxieties among dominant agrarian communities. The paper concludes that while the traditional caste-class nexus is weakening economically, deep-rooted social prejudices continue to adapt to modern contexts. Achieving holistic emancipation requires moving beyond mere economic doles toward robust implementation of social justice frameworks, targeted asset redistribution, and community-led sensitization programs.
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