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Abstract:
This research examines the effect of insecurity on students' enrolment in Nasarawa State, focusing specifically on selected Local Government Area across the three senatorial zone of the state. Insecurity is no doubt a growing problem in Nigeria and Nasarawa State inclusive, resulting in the displacement of thousands of people. This displacement has led to a decrease in educational opportunities, which in turn has a detrimental effect on the academic performance of students in the state. The study identifies various dimensions of insecurity impacting education, including displacement due to violence, reduced access to educational resources, and increased anxiety among students. Qualitative research methodologies were used for the study, the findings revealed a significant decline in students’ enrolment correlating with the insecurity crisis with 25.4% of children between aged 6-15 in Nasarawa State. Recommendations include enhancing security measures and implementing psychological support systems for affected students and there should be increase funding should be directed toward infrastructures and resources in denied educational areas to promote recovery and resilience.
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Introduction 
Nasarawa state once a beacon of education, faces dire security challenges that impede the academic progress of its students. Violent acts such as communal crisis, banditry and kidnapping have transformed erstwhile peaceful communities into regions of fear and instability. state, a disturbing outbreak of violent crimes has become the stark reality of life. In the recent times, there were a number violent deaths in Bassa in Kokona, Awe, Obi, Doma, Moroa, and other locations mostly remote areas of the state (AGILE, 2025). Of greater disquiet is Nigeria’s weak security system, which, as currently constituted, is incapable of securing her citizens. Thus, insecurity has been the major problem confronting Nasarawa State in recent times and the lasting solution has not yet been found. On the contrary, the problem keeps on taking new dimensions from time to time. 
Hence, the fundamental needs of a community are peace, healthy economic activities as well as education. The major activities in the education sector are teaching and learning which requires a conducive atmosphere whereby both learners and teachers feel secured so that they will be able to learn effectively especially in the core subjects like English Language, mathematics, basic science, and other studies that require the full attention of the learner for the learning to take place. It is on this background that this study explores how the insecurity situation in Nasarawa state is adversely affecting students' enrolment in public schools.
Statement of the problem 
Nasaraawa state which was known for her academic excellence and often considered as a vital location for learning due to the level of commitment to education, is now observed to have its educational standard falling in recent times due to the activities of bandits, communal dispute, kidnappers and among others. The situation has drafted many families into poverty, destruction of existing school facilities, people are being killed/kidnapped which creates fears in peoples’ mind. Boarding schools are being closed. Inspectors, Supervisors, Teachers and even the Parents entertain fears in carrying out their functions towards the educational pursuit of the children. Hence this study examines the effect of insecurity on students’ enrolment.
Objectives of the study
1. To determine the level of insecurity and how it affects students' academic performance in the study area?
2. To assess the enrolment in secondary schools in the study area. 
3. To determine the strategies that will be adopted in promoting teaching and learning environment conducive amidst the fear of insecurity in schools. 
 Research Questions 
1. What is the level of insecurity and how it affects the academic performance of students in the study area? 
2. How does the insecurity affect the students' enrollment in the affected area?
3. What are the strategies in promoting teaching and learning environment in the affected local government area?  
LITERATURE REVIEW 
The concept of Insecurity
The concept of insecurity like security is often used in a number of ways. Achumba et al, (2021) defined insecurity as lack of safety or the existence of danger; hazard; uncertainty; lack of trust; doubtful; inadequately guarded or protect disturbed; lack of protection and unsafe. Ubong, (2016) suggested that insecurity occurs whenever people have a feeling of self-vulnerable and susceptible to injury or harm particularly for a sustained period. 
According to Akintunde and Musa (2016), insecurity in the school environment influence the effective learning of children. Situations of insecurity triggers traumatic disorder and toxic stress that affect learning negatively. General school attendance and enrolment are equally affected as parents pull their children out of schools while in some extreme cases, insecurity has led to closure of schools. Also Sanni, (2015) defined insecurity as the sense of vulnerability, defencelessness, lack of protection and danger present in the study area, influencing students’ performance in schools. 
Criminal and violent activities have created insecurity in Nigeria. This is due to the dynamic manner of their operations that was not understood by the security agents, coupled with the fact that the terrorists and kidnappers are faceless and some of these criminals live among the communities considered to be innocent. This makes it almost impossible for security officers to detect who was or who was not a criminal, and that is why it makes it easy in most cases for the suicide bombers to secretly get through to the midst of people and get themselves killed with others. (Anyadike 2013)  The possession of more sophisticated weapons by the criminals compared to the Nigerian army’s weapons makes it more difficult for the Nigerian army and other security officers to contend successfully with the criminals. These violent attacks on human beings and the destruction of business organizations and other properties are pieces of evidence to the fact that Nigeria has serious security problems. 
Crimes generally are antic social as none of these crimes is accepted by any culture or any society and that is why their involvements and engagements are condemned nationally and internationally. Crimes like armed robbery, kidnapping, banditry which leave the victims with negative effects. some victims are killed on the process of the operation, while for some, their properties are taken away and they may not recover such again for life. Such victims are left with psychological afflictions due to many thoughts on the incidence and their stolen goods. These wicked activities by the unemployed youths in Nigerian society have led to the untimely deaths of thousands of Nigerians and the loss of their properties (Abanyam et al., 2013).
Causes of Insecurity  
The state of insecurity in some parts of Nasarawa state in particular and Nigeria in general is attributed to the following causes; 
· High rate of unemployment among the teeming youths: Sasu (2022) observed that in 2021, the unemployment rate in Nigeria is estimated to reach 32.5 percent. A significant number of youth that are not employed engage in various criminal activities which include Banditry and kidnapping.  
· Poor governance: This factor has contributed immensely towards the current state of insecurity which cut across three levels of government in Nigeria. Chukwuemeka (2021), noted that the increasing incidents of violent attacks are symptoms of weak, marginal or exploitative government systems in Nigeria. The government’s inability to provide public services and meet the basic needs of the masses has created a group of frustrated people who are easily classified as violent by any event. 
· Porous Borders: Achumba, Ighomeroho and Akpor-Robaro. (2013) observe that the porous frontiers of the country, where individual movements are largely untracked have contributed to the high degree of insecurity in Nigeria. 

· There is an unchecked inflow of Small arms and Light weapons into the country which has aided militancy and criminality in Nigeria. Adeola and Oluyemi (2012) pointed out that the porosity of the Nigerian borders has aided the uncontrollable influx of migrants, mainly young men, from neighboring countries such as Republic of Niger, Chad and Republic of Benin responsible for some of the criminal acts. The porosity has raised a lot of dust which has degenerated into the ugly experiences we are currently facing today. Nigeria is the only country people troop in and out without adequate tracking and checkmating. Also the porous nature of Nigerian boarders is greatly contributing to the current state of insecurity which is directly affecting the educational sector. 

· Weak Security System: This is a major contributory factor to the level of insecurity in Nigeria, and this can be attributed to a number of factors which include inadequate funding of the police and other security agencies, lack of modern equipment both in weaponry and training, poor welfare of security personnel, and inadequate personnel (Achumba et al. 2013). According to Olonisakin (2008) the police-population ratio in Nigeria is 1:450 which falls below the standard set by the United Nations. The implication of this is that Nigeria is grossly under policed and this partly explains the inability of the Nigerian Police Force to effectively combat crimes and criminality in the country. 

· Bad governance and poor Leadership: That fact remains Nigeria's fundamental cause of insecurity from the past till now. Any government anywhere has the primary function of providing basic services such as water, electricity, good road network, quality education, and general infrastructure. Ironically, these basic things are not there in Nigeria and the people, in general, are Frustrated and demoralized. Demoralization and anger logically provide a strong fertile ground for aggression and general insecurity. The scarcity of these basic amenities in Nigeria is embarrassingly not due to a shortage of funds but rather to corruption at the highest level of leadership structure. It is therefore an enormous task to take responsibility for giving leadership direction in such communities or societies in a multi-ethnic and religious society like Nigeria, given the current scenario of the democratic politics in which the nation has been located. To this end, believing that weak leadership, has added more challenges to the uncertainty and causes of insecurity not just in the north but also in Nigeria in general, might not be an unfounded statement. 
Insecurity and students’ academic performance and security situation 
The security situation has impacted negatively on the students’ enrolment, retention and completion of programme of study in the affected local government areas. Academic Calendar Ogunode, (2021) submitted that, concerns about the students’ safety have prompted governors of six states in the region – Niger, Kano, Katsina, Jigawa, Zamfara, Sokoto, Plateau, Benue and even some parts of Nasarawa state to shut some or all boarding schools, particularly in the most vulnerable local government areas, until a normalcy has been restored.
Academic performance Academic performance is the measurement of student achievement across various academic engagements. Teachers and education officials typically measure achievement using classrooms performance and graduation rates. However, in a situation of insecurity students from the affected areas cannot excel academically because the teaching and learning atmosphere is not conducive. Therefore, the research output will be very useful to all the critical stakeholders of education such as government, teachers, school administrators, Non-governmental Organizations and will certainly assist in developing a workable system of education for areas in question. 
Theoretical framework              
This study has adopted the relative deprivation theory which focuses on insecurity and how it affects the academic performance of students in affected areas. Box-Steffensmeier et al. (2005) asserts that if people perceive that there is a gap between what they are currently getting and what they deserve to get, it creates discontentment. There is a general feeling that the society owes them. If this research work is conducted successfully it is expected that, the outcome will bring about an improvement in the teaching and learning process in Nasarawa state. 
 Research Methodology
This study covers the three Senatorial zone of Nasarawa state as insecurity affect the whole state and the country at large. Nasarawa state has 13 Local Government Areas which formed the 3 senatorial zones that is, Nasarawa South, North and Western senatorial zone with about 1,200 million as its population. The state present predicament is the insecurity and other social problems that are obstructing the educational development of the state. This research adopted a qualitative methodology, data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Secondary data sources include; journals, seminar papers, and technical reports. An extensive literature review on the subject matter was engaged to ascertain the genuineness of the sources. Finding were drawn based on the adequate knowledge and data obtained from the literature on the subject matter.

Findings and discussion
Data from secondary sources as revealed in the methodology shows effects of insecurity on students' academic performance in Nasarawa State in the following ways as discussed below:
1. Insecurity
Criminal and violent activities have created insecurity in Nigeria. This is due to the dynamic manner of their operations that was not understood by the security agents, coupled with the fact that the terrorists and kidnappers are faceless and some of these criminals live among the communities considered to be innocent. This makes it almost impossible for security officers to detect who was or who was not a criminal, and that is why it makes it easy in most cases for the suicide bombers to secretly get through to the midst of people and get themselves killed with others. (Anyadike 2013)  The possession of more sophisticated weapons by the criminals compared to the Nigerian army’s weapons makes it more difficult for the Nigerian army and other security officers to contend successfully with the criminals. These violent attacks on human beings and the destruction of business organizations and other properties are pieces of evidence to the fact that Nigeria has serious security problems. 
The number of out-of-school children in Nasarawa State due to insecurity varies depending on the source and specific location. However, here are some reported numbers according to (AGILE, 2025 and World Bank Survey, 2023) over 20,000 primary school children: Forced out of school in the southern senatorial district of Nasarawa State due to herdsmen attacks, specifically in Awe, Keana, Obi, and Doma Local Government Areas. Over 7,000 school children: Reported to be out of school in Nasarawa State due to attacks in both Benue and Nasarawa states, with about 3,000 primary school pupils in Awe local government area and over 4,000 school children in Keana and Doma local government areas. Over 15,000 children: Reported to be out of school in the Loko Development Area of Nasarawa Local Government. About 2,000 children: Reported to be out of school in the Jenkwe Development Area of Obi Local Government Area.
It was also reported that about 430,787 children, as reported by the Nasarawa State Government, citing a statement by Mrs. Aishatu Aliyu-Isoga, Project Coordinator of Adolescent Girls’ Initiative for Learning and Empowerment (AGILE, 2025). In Loko Development Area about 15,000 children, as reported by Daily Trust Saturday, citing a stakeholders' engagement and sensitization workshop. In Jenkwe Development Area*: 2,000 children, as reported by Rise Africa, citing Professor Akala Ishaku, Director of Global Health and Infectious Diseases at Nasarawa State University, Keffi. Percentage of Out-of-School Children in Nasarawa State 25.4% of children aged 6-15, according to a report by National Mass Education Programme Initiative (2022).
These statistics highlight the significant challenge of out-of-school children in Nasarawa State, with various sources citing insecurity, poverty, and lack of access to education as contributing factors.


Table 1 effect of insecurity on students’ enrolment in schools in Nasarawa State.
	LGAs
	Number of out of schools children
		Reasons 

	Awe
	3,000
	Herdsmen attacked 

	Keana 
	4,000
	Herdsmen attacked 

	Doma 
Obi
Nasarawa 
Obi
Kokona 
	4,000
7,000+
15,000
2,000
1,522
	Herdsmen attacked 
Attacked/insecurity  
Attacked/insecurity  
Attacked/insecurity  
Attacked/insecurity 


Source: Adapted from Adolescent Girls’ Initiative of Learning and Empowerment (AGILE, 2025)

The data above showed the significant challenges of out of school in Nasarawa state, with insecurity as the factors responsible for lack of access to education as contributing factor. in the nation due to the number of factors like the kidnapping, banditry, illiteracy, among others.
1. Destruction of Economic Activities
Crime and violence activities in Nigeria society was the destruction of economic activities and development. All commercial establishments and other institutions including schools, religious centers that were not destroyed were closed down within some local government areas in the three senatorial zone in Nasarawa state states that were greatly affected by the attacks of bandits on communities in Awe, Doma, Nasarawa, Akwanga, Kokona, Keffi, Karu and other social vices such as kidnapping. Life generally was full of hardships as movements and daily human normal engagements were almost impossible.  As a result of frequent attacks of insurgencies and the related social ills on business organizations and going to schools many businesses closed down, while others moved to other relatively peaceful areas of the nation and some migrated to other nations, especially the foreigners. (Shehu 2021).
1. Unemployment and Poverty 
The devastation of business establishments and violent activities threatens the peace of the nation. This, therefore, constrained the foreign investors which could invest in education and other sectors to relocated to other nations of the world. This single action increased the already high rate of illiteracy and out of school children in Nigeria, especially the northern part of the country (Ajaegbu 2012). The poverty rate increased as a result of the high rate of youth unemployment as the unemployed youths do not have anything doing to earn a living. It is one of the reasons why many of them engaged in social ills like kidnapping, armed robbery, and  to earn a living (Stober 2015). 
Underdevelopment
Nigeria’s growth has remained confiscated since the inception of criminal activities in the country. This persists owing to their criminal and violent attacks that started in earnest in 2009 on human beings, educational institutions, government ministries, business organizations, religious centers .and security agents. These attacks on the aforementioned made Nigeria look like a war front that Nigerians were only making efforts to hide and protect themselves from subsequent attacks from the criminals. Nothing meaningfully as a sort of development was taking place, as commercial activities, and educational institutions closed down in Northeast of the country. There was no peace among the citizens as all were living in fears for the unknown since the terrorists operate dynamically and coupled that they are faceless. As the former information minister stated in his reaction to the attacks on Kano commercial center, that the more peace is destroyed the more terrible the foundation of the economy and it's related are tempered with (Moshood et al. 2021). Nigeria, particularly the Northern part suffered more underdevelopment due to the activities of terrorists, and their level of backwardness in all aspects of life had increased. The high rate of illiteracy was one of the specific aspects of life that was stressed on and this was as a result of the closure of schools and the destruction of educational institutions by the terrorists. Poverty and hardships increased beyond human imagination due to the closure of commercial engagements as almost everybody had nothing doing to earn a living (Bamidele 2012; Shehu 2015).
1. Loss of lives and properties

Crimes generally are antic social as none of these crimes is accepted by any culture or any society and that is why their involvements and engagements are condemned nationally and internationally. Crimes like armed robbery, kidnapping, terrorism leave the victims with negative effects. some victims are killed on the process of the operation, while for some, their properties are taken away and they may not recover such again for life. Such victims are left with psychological afflictions due to many thoughts on the incidence and their stolen goods. These wicked activities by the unemployed youths in Nigerian society have led to the untimely deaths of thousands of Nigerians and the loss of their properties (Abanyam et al. 2013; Peleg&Waxman 2011) 

g. Psychological and health effects

In stressing the necessity of education, Fryer (2013) reported in their study that it was the latent benefits of education and not just the employment benefits that give satisfaction and fulfillment to the employed persons. That the social contact, the collective purpose as part of the latent benefits of employment gives the employed youths meaning and fulfillment in life. And that once the youths become unemployed, they are equally deprived of both the latent and economic benefits of employment. This, therefore, leads to depression, frustration, stress, social ills, and mental health problems (Wanberg 2012). The victims of armed robbery, kidnapping and other social vices, particularly those that are alive suffer psychologically as they remember how they were manhandled by the unemployed youths as criminals. Some may live to regret being alive especially those that their wealth or properties were being taken away by armed robbers, or through the payment of ransom before they were set free from their abductors. The set of persons that may psychologically suffer most could be the ladies that were raped or sexually abused by their abductors. This indeed may not be a good experience to remember as it does not only affect the individuals but their relationships with others and the entire community. While for some, suicide may be their best option as they may not wish to live and remember the nasty and unpleasant experience  (Abanyam et al. 2013; Peleg&Waxman 2011). They are deprived of sources of livelihood; it then becomes almost impossible to adequately feed as supposed as they lack the resources. Their health is at stake and their incapability situation affects their families and their community (Chiazor & Udume 2017).

Conclusion and Recommendations
This research investigated the relationship between insecurity and the rising crimes in Nasarawa state and how terrible it has been as it affects the educational development of students. The intended objective of this study was to reveal the effect on student’s enrollments in schools.  A qualitative methodology was employed, it relied on secondary data, and the Deprivation theory was adopted for its theoretical framework. The findings or results of the study show the increasing rate of crime and insurgency in Nasarawa state is a principal factor responsible for educational downturn. The following are recommended based on the results of the study:
· Nigerian government ought to make security a priority as it is an aspect of government business that affects all and determines the peace and the development of a nation.
· The Government should prioritize safety in educational environments, implementing necessary protective measures and community involvement in security discussions.
· There should be Initiatives for psychological support should be established to assist students dealing with the trauma of insecurity.
· Educational authorities should explore online learning solutions that allow continued education even during periods of unrest.
· There should be Increase funding should be directed toward infrastructures and resources in denied educational areas to promote recovery and resilience.
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