Changing Social Status of Scheduled Castes in Rural Haryana: A Sociological Study
					Abstract
The present research paper examines the changing social status of Scheduled Castes in rural Haryana from a sociological perspective. Scheduled Castes in India have historically faced social discrimination, economic backwardness, and limited access to education and employment opportunities. After independence, constitutional provisions, reservation policies, expansion of education, urbanization, and various government welfare schemes have played an important role in improving their socio-economic conditions.
The main objective of this study is to analyze the changes in social mobility, education, occupation, political participation, and social awareness among Scheduled Castes. The study also attempts to understand the persistence of caste-based discrimination and social inequality in rural society despite modernization and development. Both primary and secondary sources of data have been used in this research. Primary data were collected through questionnaires, interviews, and observation, while secondary data were obtained from books, research journals, government reports, and census records.
The findings of the study reveal that education, reservation policies, and economic opportunities have contributed positively to the social upliftment of Scheduled Castes. Increased political participation and awareness of constitutional rights have also strengthened their social position. However, caste prejudices, social exclusion, and certain forms of inequality still exist in rural areas.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The study concludes that continuous efforts through quality education, social awareness, and effective implementation of government policies are essential to achieve genuine social equality and justice for Scheduled Castes.
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