

TALK SHOWS FOR HONING LANGUAGE SKILLS AND FOR CURRENT AFFAIRS

Introduction
In the present scenario, there is a great demand for a competent workforce, well-equipped with good language skills. For this, they have to go through the placement drive, where they are judged on communication skills and current affairs. Both can be honed if some well-planned activities are conducted in language labs.

Research
Talk shows can prove to be the best method to make them speak and participate enthusiastically.

This way, they can be acclimatised to various topics from Current Affairs. This ensures maximum participation of the students, making them all come forward and vent out their views and opinions on the topic.
This is an activity that should be conducted from time to time.Within a span of a month, all  the topics that are possible to be given for G.D. can be taken up.

• Supplementing the topics with data and statistics.
Before conducting the talk show, it is important to provide them enough data and statistics to speak on. This way all the students can pour in their views without hesitation.

Four rounds of talk shows can be conducted in an hour very easily. This way the whole lot of students can take part and speak.

The essential data can be given to all on the LCD so that they get access to the essential points to be elaborated during the talk show.

Example
Talk Show on ‘Environmental Pollution’
• Seating Arrangement 
              Oval seating in front of the rest of the Class 

• Data & Statistics 
Global Environmental Pollution Statistics
Air Pollution
Only 14% of cities worldwide met WHO air quality standards in 2025. 
About 1.6 billion people are exposed to harmful pollution from fossil fuels. 

 General Trends
Global air quality worsened in 2025, with increasing pollution due to:
Fossil fuel use
Industrial emissions
Wildfires and agriculture 


 Environmental Pollution Statistics (India)
Air Pollution
India ranked among the top 5–6 most polluted countries (2024–2025). 
Average PM2.5 level: ~50 µg/m³ (≈10× WHO safe limit). 
Nearly 75% of the world’s most polluted cities are in India. 

 Health Impact
Major diseases:
Asthma
Lung cancer
Heart disease


 Water Pollution
Only ~10% of India’s water bodies are of good quality. 
Major issue: Untreated sewage discharge across states. 
Millions affected by groundwater contamination (e.g., iron, arsenic). 


 Land Pollution
About 30% of India’s land is degraded. 
In some states, degradation exceeds 60%. 

Causes:
Deforestation
Mining
Overuse of fertilizers
Urban waste

 Waste & Plastic Pollution
India is one of the largest contributors to global plastic waste (~20%) (widely reported estimate).
Increasing urban waste due to rapid urbanization.



SCRIPT

Speaker 1: Environmentalist
Good morning to all. Today we are all here to discuss a very important topic i.e., Environmental Pollution.
Friends, for the last 25 years, our planet has undergone major changes in terms of the environment around us. If we talk about the recent data, pollution has spread across the globe in various forms – in the air, on land, and in water. The major causes for pollution are transport and industry. Humans have almost skipped the concept of maintaining a clean environment in a race for Industrialisation.

Speaker 2: Doctor
Good morning friends. Do we know how many diseases take a toll on our health due to pollution? Lung diseases are widely spread in areas with high pollution levels. Patients often complain of burning eyes and nausea. The whole system gets affected. So, pure air is one main requirement for a healthy lifestyle.

Speaker 3: Environmental Activist
Good morning friends. As it is a matter of great concern for all of us, we need to focus on solutions before it is too late. Wearing masks to go outdoors and using Air purifiers indoors is not the solution. We need to go to the root of the problem and fix it there and then. The vehicular smoke can be reduced by vacuum air cleaning equipment. The same can be applied for industries as well. The solution is that simple. I’m sure you all agree with me.

Speaker 4: Politician
Good morning friends. We are blessed to reside in a  country like India. But sadly, I have to say that our country needs to learn from the West when it comes to maintaining our surroundings. Garbage disposal is a big issue in our country and nobody is paying heed to it. We need to build proper dumping yards and burn them regularly to keep the environment clean. Also, we need more awareness among
the citizens through the Media and the Press so that littering can be controlled at public places and the localities.Here the students can play an active role by organising Cleanliness Campaigns in their own city.The elders must ensure that their earnest effort doesn't go waste. 

Speaker 5: Marine Biologist.
Good morning friends. I take this opportunity to share my own experiences here. Due to contamination of water resources various diseases are spreading among aquatic life. The rivers and oceans have been greatly affected by pollution over the last few years.

Talk Show Activity can prove to be highly beneficial for the students to learn Good English.It can help the students acquire multiple skills at a go.
While they participate, they are sure to pick good 
Pronunciation 
Fluency 
Intonation 
They would learn the right accent from the fellow speakers.
A good amount of 
Vocabulary 
Sentence Structure 
can also be grasped from every session.
After every session they emerge confident speakers and well versed with a great amount of knowledge on the topic that has been discussed during the talk show. This is one activity to keep them in engrossed in Language Learning.
The activity is ideal because it gives opportunity to the good speakers to exhibit their language skills and alongside encourages the others to speak well when their turn comes.
It can help upgrade the teaching methods in colleges in universities and can go a long way in breaking the monotony of classroom teaching.
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