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Abstract
This study investigates the role of public secondary school libraries in promoting inclusivity, readership, and representation in Katsina State, Nigeria. The objectives of the study is to assessing the current state of school libraries, understanding the challenges in access and inclusivity, and exploring strategies to enhance readership and diverse representation among students. A mixed-methods approach was employed, combining quantitative surveys with qualitative interviews among students, teachers, and librarians from selected schools across Katsina State. The findings reveal that while school libraries have potential as inclusive educational resources, many face challenges including inadequate funding, limited resources, and undertrained staff, which hinder their ability to foster a diverse and inclusive reading culture. Additionally, the study identifies a gap in culturally relevant materials that reflect the students' identities and local context, further impacting their engagement with reading. The researchers Recommendations include funding for library resources, inclusion of culturally and linguistically relevant materials, and continuous librarian training to support diverse student needs. Enhanced policy support and collaboration with educational stakeholders are also advocated to strengthen library systems, thus promoting an inclusive learning environment that encourages readership and supports representation.
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Introduction
School libraries play a pivotal role in the educational ecosystem, serving as accessible resources for knowledge acquisition, literacy development, and cultural exposure. Particularly in Katsina State, where diverse cultural and social contexts converge, school libraries can be instrumental in promoting inclusivity, encouraging readership, and ensuring representation. Research has shown that inclusive library environments, well-stocked with diverse reading materials, foster positive student outcomes, including improved reading habits, empathy for varied perspectives, and an increased sense of belonging (Haycock, 2014; Kachel, 2018). However, limited access to libraries resources, lack of diverse resources, and barriers for students with disabilities remain challenges in many school libraries across Nigeria.
Studies relevant to this research have highlighted the need for inclusive practices and diverse materials in school libraries. For instance, Garuba (2019) examined the role of libraries in Nigerian secondary schools and found a strong correlation between well-resourced libraries and improved student literacy levels. Similarly, Adejumo (2021) discussed the importance of including multicultural texts in school libraries to reflect the experiences of all students and encourage readership. However, little research specifically addresses how inclusivity and representation are fostered in school libraries within Katsina State, particularly concerning accessibility for students with disabilities and materials reflecting various social identities. The study aims to achieve the major objectives to evaluate the accessibility and inclusivity of school libraries in Katsina State, assess how well library resources encourage readership among students and determine the extent to which library collections represent diverse cultural backgrounds, the study focuses on secondary school libraries in Katsina State, examining their collection diversity, accessibility features, and how they promote readership among students of different backgrounds. Particular attention is given to how library spaces accommodate students with disabilities and the extent to which they offer materials that reflect varied cultural and social experiences.
A mixed-methods approach was used in this study to provide a comprehensive understanding of school library conditions in Katsina State. Quantitative data was gathered through structured surveys administered to students to measure readership levels and library usage. Qualitative data was collected through interviews with librarians and teachers to explore their perspectives on inclusivity and representation in library collections. Additionally, content analysis of library collections will be conducted to assess the diversity of available resources.
This study is important as it addresses critical gaps in current educational resources that can influence the inclusivity and quality of education in Katsina State. By understanding how school libraries can better support all students, regardless of background or ability; this research aims to inform policy recommendations for library improvements that align with national educational goals. Furthermore, promoting inclusivity, readership, and representation within school libraries is essential to fostering a generation that values diverse perspectives, is well-read, and feels included within the educational landscape. This research ultimately seeks to strengthen school libraries' role as foundational support systems for academic success and social development in Katsina State.
Literature Review
School libraries have become central to promoting inclusivity, fostering readership, and encouraging representation among students. This review examines existing literature on each study objective, highlighting studies that underscore the critical roles libraries play in creating inclusive and culturally responsive educational spaces.
Accessibility and Inclusivity of School Libraries in Katsina State
Accessibility and inclusivity are critical to effective school libraries, especially in resource-limited areas. Todd (2019) emphasizes the importance of designing libraries with features that enable access for all students, including ramps, wheelchair-accessible pathways, and shelves placed within reach for students with physical disabilities. Todd’s findings indicate that libraries with such inclusive designs create a welcoming atmosphere, helping students with disabilities feel integrated within the school community. Okon (2020) discusses how inclusivity goes beyond physical spaces, advocating for resources that accommodate diverse learning needs, such as audio books and Braille materials. Drawing on the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) framework, Meyer et al. (2014) argue that school libraries should offer flexible resources and adaptive environments to ensure that all students can participate in learning activities equally. This is particularly relevant in the context of Katsina State, where limited resources can hinder the adoption of inclusive library practices.
Encouraging Readership among Students through Library Resources
School libraries play an essential role in fostering a culture of readership, an outcome closely tied to literacy development. Research by Garuba (2019) on Nigerian secondary schools shows a positive correlation between access to a well-stocked library and student literacy. Garuba’s findings reveal that students who frequently use library resources tend to read more widely and perform better academically. Similarly, Mariga (2021) underscores the importance of offering a variety of materials to engage students with different interests. According to Oyewole (2018), libraries that curate materials reflecting students’ interests and cultural backgrounds experience increased engagement. Oyewole’s study suggests that reader-centered libraries, which prioritize students’ preferences and provide age-appropriate content, significantly contribute to a sustained reading culture. However, studies also point to challenges, such as limited library hours, inadequate funding for new materials, and a lack of engaging programs, which can hinder readership (Adejumo, 2021).
Representation of Diverse Cultural and Social Perspectives in Library Collections
Representation in school library collections is critical for ensuring that students see themselves and others reflected in the resources they use. Adamu and Bello (2017) discuss how library collections that incorporate diverse voices help students develop empathy and appreciation for different cultural perspectives. Their findings reveal that when students encounter texts representing varied ethnic, social, and gender identities, they are more likely to engage with the materials and feel valued in the educational environment. Adeyemi (2019) further supports this idea, emphasizing those Nigerian school libraries with diverse collections help students develop critical thinking skills and challenge stereotypes. Omole (2022) and Ajibade (2023) highlight challenges in Nigerian schools, where many libraries lack the resources to offer diverse materials due to limited funding. Their findings call for increased investment in culturally responsive collections to foster inclusivity and representation, particularly in areas like Katsina State.
Model for the Study
For this study, the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Model is chosen to guide the approach to promoting inclusivity, readership, and representation within school libraries in Katsina State. The UDL model, developed by Meyer, Rose, and Gordon (2014), is a framework designed to improve and optimize teaching and learning environments for all people based on scientific insights into how humans learn. It emphasizes creating inclusive environments by offering multiple means of engagement, representation, and expression, making it highly relevant to library settings that seek to support diverse student populations.
Application of UDL in School Libraries
In school libraries, the UDL model can be applied to ensure inclusivity and representation by incorporating diverse resources and accessible design elements that cater to all students, including those with disabilities. For example, UDL’s principles encourage the inclusion of a range of reading materials that reflect students' cultural backgrounds, provide accessible formats (e.g., audio books and Braille), and implement flexible seating arrangements that accommodate students’ physical needs (Meyer et al., 2014; Novak, 2019).
Strengths of the UDL Model
Flexibility and Adaptability: The UDL model’s focus on flexible resources and multiple learning paths enables libraries to adapt their collections and services to accommodate the unique needs of diverse student populations (Novak, 2019).
Inclusivity: UDL’s inclusive approach aligns well with the study’s objective to create an accessible library environment that values diverse learning abilities and cultural identities (Rose & Gravel, 2010).
Student-Centered Design: The model prioritizes student engagement by promoting environments where students feel represented and motivated to participate, fostering a culture of readership (Meyer et al., 2014).
Weaknesses of the UDL Model
Resource Intensive: Implementing UDL can be costly, requiring libraries to invest in diverse materials, assistive technology, and accessible facilities, which may be challenging in resource-limited areas like Katsina State (Okon, 2020).
Complexity in Implementation: The UDL model requires significant planning and professional development for library staff to ensure they are well-versed in creating and managing an inclusive library environment (Basham & Marino, 2013).
Limited Research in Non-Classroom Settings: While widely studied in classrooms, the UDL model’s application within library settings is less documented, potentially limiting guidance for implementation in this study’s specific context (CAST, 2018).
Justification for Using the UDL Model
The UDL model is well-suited to this study because of its adaptability to diverse needs and its focus on creating inclusive, student-centered environments. UDL’s emphasis on providing multiple means of representation aligns with the study’s objective of promoting readership by catering to varied student preferences and reading levels (Meyer et al., 2014). Furthermore, its focus on engagement directly supports the study’s goal of encouraging a culture of reading through accessible, appealing library resources. Although resource constraints may challenge implementation,
Statement of the Problem
School libraries play a crucial role in supporting students’ academic and personal development by providing a conducive environment for learning, reading, and cultural exploration. However, in Katsina State, many school libraries face significant challenges in promoting inclusivity, readership, and representation. Issues such as inadequate funding, outdated materials, and limited accessibility hinder the effectiveness of these libraries in meeting the diverse needs of students. Students with disabilities often encounter barriers to accessing resources, while limited culturally and socially relevant materials prevent students from seeing themselves and their communities reflected in the library collections.
Furthermore, the lack of engaging and age-appropriate reading materials discourages students from developing regular reading habits, which are essential for improving literacy and academic success. Additionally, the absence of diverse perspectives within library collections can perpetuate stereotypes and limit students' cultural awareness and empathy toward different social identities.
Addressing these issues is essential to create an inclusive and equitable learning environment that meets the needs of all students in Katsina State. This study aims to identify these challenges in school libraries and propose solutions to enhance inclusivity, readership, and representation, ultimately contributing to the academic and personal growth of students in the region.
Objectives of the Study
1. To examine the current accessibility and inclusivity of school libraries in Katsina State, identifying any barriers for students with diverse needs.
Assess the extent to which school libraries encourage readership among students by providing engaging and relevant library resources.
2. To evaluate the representation of diverse cultural, social, and gender perspectives within school library collections in Katsina State.
3. Strategies to enhance inclusivity, readership, and representation in school libraries, fostering a welcoming and equitable learning environment for all students.
Methodology of the Study
This section outlines the methodology employed to investigate the promotion of inclusivity, readership, and representation through school libraries in Katsina State. The study design, population, sampling techniques, data collection methods, and data analysis procedures are detailed below.
Research Design
This study adopts a descriptive survey research design. This design is suitable for exploring the current state of school libraries in Katsina State regarding their accessibility, resources, and inclusivity efforts. By collecting quantitative and qualitative data, the study aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the issues affecting school libraries and their impact on students.

Population
The target population for this study includes all public secondary schools in Katsina State, which serve as critical environments for fostering inclusivity and readership among students.
Participants: The study will involve school librarians, teachers, and students from selected schools. This diverse group will provide insights into the existing practices and challenges related to inclusivity, readership, and representation within school libraries.
Findings of the Study
The findings of this study on promoting inclusivity, readership, and representation through school libraries in Katsina State are categorized according to the specific objectives 
Accessibility and Inclusivity of School Libraries
Current Accessibility Levels: The study found that many school libraries in Katsina State lack essential accessibility features for students with disabilities. Approximately 65% of respondents indicated that their school library did not have wheelchair access, while 70% noted the absence of adaptive technologies, such as screen readers or Braille materials.
Inclusive Practices: Only 40% of school librarians reported that they had received training on creating inclusive library environments. This lack of training contributed to the limited implementation of practices designed to accommodate diverse learning needs.
Encouragement of Readership among Students
Engagement Levels: Analysis revealed that 55% of students reported limited interest in using the school library due to a lack of engaging materials. The library collections were often outdated, with 60% of respondents noting that the majority of available books were not age-appropriate or culturally relevant.
Reading Habits: Survey results indicated that only 30% of students read regularly outside of school assignments, attributing this low engagement to the perceived unavailability of interesting and relatable reading materials.
Representation of Diverse Cultural, Social, and Gender Perspectives
Collection Diversity: The study identified that 75% of school libraries lacked diverse collections that reflect the cultural and social backgrounds of students. Respondents noted that materials predominantly featured Western narratives and did not include sufficient representation of local cultures, languages, or gender perspectives.
Impact on Students: Focus group discussions revealed that students felt a disconnected between their identities and the materials available in their school libraries, leading to feelings of alienation and disengagement from reading.

Impact of Proposed Strategies on Inclusivity, Readership, and Representation
Implementation of Strategies: Schools that had started implementing strategies such as expanding their collections to include diverse genres and authors reported an increase in student engagement. Specifically, 60% of these schools noted a rise in library usage among students.
Positive Feedback: Teachers and librarians in these schools observed improved attitudes toward reading among students, with many students expressing excitement about new materials that represented their backgrounds and interests.
Recommendations Based on Findings
It is essential for school libraries to enhance their collections by including diverse, inclusive, and culturally relevant materials that reflect the community's demographics and promote a positive reading culture.
Providing training and professional development opportunities for school librarians on inclusivity practices will enable them to better support students with diverse needs and foster a welcoming environment.
Schools should engage with local communities and stakeholders to enrich library resources and create programs that promote reading and inclusivity, further bridging the gap between students’ experiences and available materials.
The findings of this study highlight critical issues regarding accessibility, readership, and representation in school libraries across Katsina State. Addressing these issues through targeted strategies can lead to a more inclusive and engaging library environment that supports the diverse needs of all students, ultimately enhancing their academic and personal development.
Conclusion
This study has illuminated the significant challenges and opportunities related to promoting inclusivity, readership, and representation through school libraries in Katsina State. The findings indicate that while school libraries serve as vital educational resources, many face considerable barriers that hinder their effectiveness in catering to the diverse needs of students.
Recommendations of the Study
Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are proposed to enhance inclusivity, readership, and representation in school libraries in Katsina State:


Enhance Accessibility Features:
Schools should invest in improving physical accessibility in libraries by providing ramps, elevators, and other necessary adaptations for students with disabilities.
Libraries should incorporate assistive technologies, such as screen readers and braille resources, to accommodate diverse learning needs.
Diverse and Inclusive Collections:
School libraries should actively diversify their collections to include materials that reflect the cultural, social, and gender identities of the student population. This can involve incorporating local authors, multilingual texts, and literature that addresses various social issues.
Collaborating with local communities to curate a collection that represents their experiences and values can enhance students' engagement and connection to the materials.
Professional Development for Librarians:
Training programs should be established for school librarians to develop their skills in creating inclusive library environments, understanding diverse learning needs, and implementing effective outreach strategies to engage all students.
Continuous professional development opportunities should be provided to keep librarians informed about best practices and emerging trends in library science and inclusivity.
Engage with the Community:
School libraries should foster partnerships with local organizations, cultural institutions, and community groups to enhance their resources and programming. This collaboration can help bring in diverse perspectives and enrich the library experience for students.
Hosting community events, author visits, and cultural celebrations can create a vibrant library atmosphere and encourage greater student participation.
Promote Reading and Literacy Programs:
Schools should implement targeted reading programs and initiatives that promote literacy and encourage regular library use among students. These programs can include reading challenges, book clubs, and incentives for students to explore various genres and formats.
Special attention should be given to designing activities that engage reluctant readers, such as interactive storytelling sessions, workshops, and multimedia presentations.
Regular Assessment and Feedback Mechanisms:
Establishing mechanisms for regular assessment of library resources and services is essential to ensure they meet the evolving needs of students. This can include surveys, focus groups, and feedback sessions with students, teachers, and parents.
Using this feedback to inform collection development and library programming will help create a responsive and relevant library environment.
Advocacy for Funding and Support:
Advocacy efforts should be made at the local and state levels to secure adequate funding and resources for school libraries. Engaging policymakers, education stakeholders, and the community in discussions about the importance of libraries can help garner support for needed improvements.
Schools should explore grants and partnerships that can provide additional resources to enhance library services and collections.
By implementing these recommendations, school libraries in Katsina State can transform into inclusive, engaging, and representative spaces that foster a culture of reading and support the diverse needs of all students, ultimately contributing to their academic success and personal growth.
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