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Abstract
Banditry has been a major security challenges in Kankara Local Government Area of Katsina State affecting live, livehoods and economic development. The study explores the roots causes, evolution and consequences of banditry, it also highlighting the humanitarian crises, economic devastation and social disruption.
The paper also examined and assesses the contribution and responses of Government and stakeholders to address the issue. In addition, the finding provided insights in to the complexities of banditry and inform policy recommendations for effective mitigation and sustainable peace.
The paper examined the causes of banditry in the area which includes Illiteracy, unemployment, drugs abuse among others. The paper also discussed the impact of banditry which includes lost of lives and properties, economic destruction and high cost of transport and finally community security copping strategies among others.
Introduction.
Kankara is a Local Government area of Katsina State was created on 15 May, 1989.[footnoteRef:1] The Local Government headquarters is at Kankara town, situated 160kms North of Katsina city, 40km to Sheme in the South West, 40km to Marabar Kankara in the South and in the East by Ketare town 40km and Kano road.[footnoteRef:2] The Local Government comprised of twelve village areas namely Gatakawa, 'Yar Tsamiyar Jino, Kankara, Mabai, Gurbi, Dan-maidaki, Burdugau, Dan-murabu, Ketare, Kuka-Sheka, Zango and Gundawa.[footnoteRef:3] The Local Government is situated on a fertile loamy of the Southern Katsina, the most agriculturally productive part of the Katsina State. Hence, this geographical features led to the immigration of people from across various areas of Katsina and beyond to settle in Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Husamatu M, History of Kankara Town; BA Dissertation, Departmnent of History, Bayero University of Kano, June 1989, pp 23-40]  [2:  NAK/Katprof/Tarihin Kasar Pauwa 1/1)1931]  [3:  NAK/Katprof/ Kankara District Note Book/1931]  [4:  M Husamatu,  History of Kankara Town; BA Dissertation, Departmnent of History, Bayero University of Kano, June 1989, pp 23-40] 

Banditry has emerged as a critical local issue between farmers and pastoralists in Kankara Local Government, later as a global issue, because it was sponsored by foreign countries like US, UN and others international agencies characterized by violent crime and insecurity, significantly impacting communities and destabilizing local areas, particularly in Kankara District area of Katsina State with weak governance and socio-economic challenges. Banditry is severely undermining security, peace, and development in Kankara Local Government which accounts for about 70% of the Local Government poverty rate. The population in Kankara Local Government faces an escalating threat from banditry activities deliberately orchestrated for personal gain.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Ibid...pp 40-42] 

Banditry specifically involves stealing cattle and livestock from herders or raiding cattle ranches. However, from a broader perspective, banditry encompasses a range of violent crimes, including cattle rustling, kidnapping, armed robbery, drug abuse, arson, rape, and the brutal massacre of innocent people.
Similarly, Shalangwa defined banditry as the practice of raiding and attacking victims by members of an armed group, whether premeditated or not, using sophisticated weapons of destruction. Okoli and Okpaleke viewed banditry as involving armed robbery or related violent crimes such as kidnapping, cattle rustling, and raids on villages, schools, roads, or markets, where force or the threat of force is used to intimidate individuals or groups for the purpose of robbery, rape, or murder. In this context, banditry refers to a range of violent crimes, including kidnapping, cattle rustling, and raids on villages and highways, where force is employed to intimidate victims into submission, often resulting in kidnapping, rape, robbery, or murder.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  A. Akerjiir, "Increasing Farmer-Herder Conflicts In Nigeria: An Assessment of The Clashes Between The Fulani Herdsmen And Indigenous Farmers In Ukpabi-Nimbo Community Enugu State", MSC Dissertation, Wageningen University, 2018, pp 16-19.] 

Kankara Local Government has been plagued by banditry for over a decades. This research investigates the causes and impacts of banditry on human security in Kankara Local Government and Katsina State, by exploring the complex socio-cultural, economic, and environmental factors that exacerbate banditry, such as poverty, unemployment, drug abuse, environmental degradation, farmer-herder clashes, easy access to firearms and ammunition, and porous borders. Guided by the Human Security Theory and the Frustration Aggression Theory.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  S.I. Ladan, "Banditry and Kidnapping in Katsina State and the Way Out", Report of a Round Table Interactive Discussion held at the 10" Katsina Forum Organized by Pleasant Library and Books Club Katsina held on 14h April, 2019, pp 34-40] 

Banditry activities such as cattle rustling and kidnapping for ransom affect human security in Kankara Local Government by posing physical, economic, environmental, health, psychological, food, and political threats. 
On October 1, 1999, Nigeria transitioned from three decades of military rule to a democratic era, ushering in the Fourth Republic. Despite this transition, threats to fundamental human rights continue to pase significant challenges to individuals nationwide, undermining the basic tenets of democracy. The landscapes of Nigeria are dotted with complex security challenges such as non-state actors in the form of armed banditry in Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  I. S. Kankara, "Impediments to Nigerian Democracy: AmbiValent roles of Vigilante Groups in Maintaining Security in the Wake Boko Haram Insurgency in Nigeria" Tanzania, 2025, pp 12-25.] 

Kankara Local Government is the second highest populated Local Government after Katsina Local Government among the 34 Local Governments in Katsina State has become the first in  Katsina State and focal point of a wave of violene manifesting in the form of armed banditry. Later, the banditry extended to others Local Governments in Katsina State such as Faskari, Dan-musa, Dan-dume, Sabua, Batsari and gradually it became an national issue when it extended to Tsafe Local Government Area of Zamfara State. Are the most affected by this menace, were Kankara Local Government became the most affected banditry because it bordered with Tsafe Local Government Area of Zamfara state, which includes to rape, kidnapping, caltle rusling, and the wilful destruction of lives and properties.
The most affected areas in Kankara Local Government include Kankara, Pauwa, Zango, Dan-sabau, Mabai, Hayin Madobai, Hayin Dan-maishuni, Dan-murabu, Katoge, 'Yar goje among many others.[footnoteRef:9] For example, between 2011 to 2014 25 youths was killed in Dan-nakwabo and Gatakawa villages and between 2020-2023 when the activities of banditry escalating in the area as a result of involvement of Bokoharam, Islamic States of West African Provinces (ISWAP) among others, anothers 40 people, 15 women, 10 children and 15 very old people was killed at the same place. While in Zango and Dan-sabau villages 15 cows and 26 sheeps was stole by the bandits between 2023 and 2026, due to increased in criminal activities the areas of Hayin Madobai, Dan-nakwabo and Jaga the bandits forced them to pay taxes before they allowed to farm. These areas share borders wih Zamfara State and Niger Republic through dense forestation such as the Rugu, Jibia and Gurbin Baure forests. Furhermore, the banditry and ransom kidnapping have become profitable businesses for these criminals. Armed graups target commuters and rural people in the area, which have seen the largest concentration of ransom kidnappings in recent years. Ihe capacity of security officials and local informants also facilitates this[footnoteRef:10]. For example, Ibrahim (Iro Gwani) paid 3.5m for his own ransom in 2019, his two children and wife was kidnapped in 2021 and paid 9m and last year 2025 he lost his bike worse 1.9m, in total, Iro Gwani spent 14m in the hands of kidnappers.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  Oral interview: Alhaji Idris Isah Dragon, Victim, 70 years, factory owner, his office at 'Yargoje, 21 May, 2026.]  [10:  G Cheserek,"Nature and causes of cattle rustling among some pastoral communities in Katsina", Journal of Emerging Trends in Economics and Management Sciences, 2012, pp 23-27]  [11:  Oral interview: Ibrahim (Iro Gwani), Victim farmer, at his resident Dan-nakwabo, 68 years, 19 May, 2026] 

Bandits increasingly operate as networks with access to small arms and light weapons (SALW), allowing them to carry out more devastating attacks. It reached such an extent that the fomer Governor of Katsina State, Bello Aminu Masari, in 2019, declared that the state was under siege and had been overwhelmed by the bandits.
Kankara Local Government has its roots in long standing socio-economic and security issues. Historically, the area has experienced conflicts over land and resources due to desertificaticn and population growth. These disputes intensified with the proliferation of small arms in the aftermath of Nigeria's civil war (1967-1970) and cross- border arms smuggling from neighbouring countries like Niger Republic.[footnoteRef:12] From the early 2000s, banditry evolved into a major security threat in Kankara Local Government, characterised by cattle rustling, kidnappings, and attacks on rural communities. Taking advantage of a weak state security presence and porcus borders, armed banditry expanded from  Kankara Local Government to Tsafe Local Government Area of Zamfara State, later in to into the NorthWestern states of Kaduna, Sokoto, and Kebbi, Niger and Kogi in the North Central region in 2014. Armed banditry in Kankara Local Government began in 2010 across seven Local Governments, first in Kankara then in  Safana, Jibia, Batsari, Faskari, Dan Musa, and Sabua. [12:  Oral interview: Bello Usman, 50 years, Secretary District Head Office, Kankara, his office, at District Head office Kankara, 23rd May, 2026.] 

Factors responsible for Banditry in Kankara Local Government 
Based on discussions with the oral interviewers, the level of security in Kankara Local Government is high. From the initial stages, the activities is very little but after 2015, the bandits was recognized both national and international to the certain extent that they were sponsored by international Governments, groups and agencies. This is in view of the incessant attacks by bandits on the frontline Local Governments, the risk of kidnapping even in Katsina State and Nigeria in general not bordering the Rugu forest plus other criminal activities and protests that threatens the security of the State.[footnoteRef:13] The Confession of the former Governor of Katsina State Aminu Bello Masari that the State is under siege by kidnappers and bandits goes to show the level at which the security of lives and properties have deteriorated in the State. It is based on this that the paper discussed the factors responsible for insecurity in Kankara Local Government as well as the Katsina State. The factors responsible for insecurity are highlighted below: [13:  Oral interview: Na'im Makeri, 53 years, Vigilante, his residence at 'Yargoje town, 26 May, 2026.] 

Collapse of the Amnesty Program and Peace Deal.
In May 2015, with the coming to power of the Governments of All Progressive Congress (APC) in Kankara Local Governmentconcerted efforts were made to end banditry and cattle rustling that was inherited from the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) Governments in Kankara. In line with this the  Nigeria Army launched the Nigerian Army Operation Sharan Daji (Sweeping the Forest) that carried out ground offensives against bases/hideouts of the bandits in Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:14] This leads to a reduction of banditry and cattle rustling in the  area. In January 2016, the Kankara Local Government organized an Amnesty program/peace deal at Kankara  Local Government Secretariat where the bandits under the leadership of Buharin Daji handed over their weapons to embrace peace.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  The Premium Times "Northwest Governors Grant Amnesty to 'Bandits', Herders", retrieved from https://www.premiumtimesng.co /regional/nwest/344330-north-https:/independent. academia.cdu MuhammadAyuba3?swp-tc-au-4158754, 2019, pp 2-3
]  [15:  Ibid...p 3-4] 

However, by July 2018, after the bandits received technical and financial assistance from international Governments, groups and agencies such as Bokoharam, Islamic States of West African Provinces among others the banditry and cattle rustling resurfaced again with even a new kind of criminal activity that involve abducting people and holding them captive till large sums of money are paid to secure their release. For example, in Pauwa, Zango and Dansabau between 2022 and 2025, more than 1000 people was kidnapped and 5 billions naira were paid for Ransoms. The Amnesty Program/Peace deal collapsed due to the death of the leaders that organized the peace deal. And there was a spillover of bandit's activities from the neighboring areas that shared common forests with Kankara Local Government as once the bandits were under fire in one area they move over to another area.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Ibid...p 4] 

Desire to Acquire Wealth
Some people in Kankara Local Government have an insatiable desire to acquire wealth at all cost even if it means committing heinous crimes. The Hausa informants and Fulani bandits in Kankara Local Government fall into this category as they steal the cattle of others people in a bid to acquire wealth or to be seen to be wealthy.[footnoteRef:17] Based on the Fulani tradition, a person is considered wealthy and influential when he owns large herds of cattle. In between 2011 to 2014, some of the Fulani people have lost their cattles through conflicts and court or police cases between themselves and other people over land, grazing routes and even women so they have the desire to own cattles be wealthy once again.[footnoteRef:18] For instance, 25 of the Fulani of Alhaji Shabugu's Hamlet (Ruga) in Kankara East lost 45 cattles, 50 sheeps and 150 Goats through crises between them and their neighbors. Cattles rustling that occurs in Kankara Local Government is motivated by quest for capital acquisition. [17:  Oral interview: Ibrahim Sarkin Aska, Victim, 53 years, Barber, his residence Sarkin Aska Kankara, 23 May, 2026.]  [18:  Oral interview: Alhaji Abdu Maiginin Tukwane, Victim, 110 years, pot maker, his pottery centre at Kankara, 21 May, 2026.] 

High Levels of Poverty 
There is a high level of poverty in Kankara Local Government as well as Katsina State which is responsible for the insecurity situation. The prevalence of abject poverty in the rural areas of Kankara Local Government. It is this abject poverty that made some people to work as informants or logistic suppliers to the bandits operating from the Pauwa and Zango forest in Kankara District.[footnoteRef:19] For example, Dan-Ya'u and Halliru from Dan-nakwabo town each has three wives with 17 children  and they have to feed their family, as a result of poverty they were engaged in banditry and later they were arrested. [19:  Oral interview: Kabir Lawal Ziko, 55 years, Business man, his business premises at Kankara, 23 May, 20256.] 

Many villages such as Jaga, Madobai, Dan-nakwabo, Gatakawa, Zango, Dan-sabau, Katsinawa are among the villages that are facing the issue of poverty, 78% of these villages people can't feed their family three times in a day. In returned, 50% of them engaged in banditry activities within and outside the local Government.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Oral interview: Malam Abdulrahman Makeri Kankara, Vigilante, 57 years, Blacksmith, his residence at Kafar Arewa Kankara, 23 May, 2026.] 

The rate of kidnapping is alarming in Kankara Local Government because of high rate of poverty. The more the poverty, the more the rate of crime will increase in both rural areas and urban centers. From the years 2010 to 2014 the rustling of cattle particularly in the Western part of Kankara Local Government like Pauwa, Zanzo, Dan-Murabu, Katoge among others has deepened the vicious cycle of poverty in rural areas, later, between 2015-2020 escalated to towns and cities, roads, hospitals, markets and schools of Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Oral interview: Hajiya Murjanatu Mani, Shugabar mata ta kankara, age 37, Women Leader, at her resident Dan-nakwabo, 26 May, 2026.] 

In others villages surrounding Kankara Local Government such as Gidan Daudu, Kuka-sheka, Dan- Borno, Kwanar Kodo, Sabon gida, Kurba among others, both men and women goes to farm to earn a living, in returned they meeting with bandits and convinced to be part of them. For example, in 2020 in Gatakawa, there are five bandits and by 2024 it increased to twenty five.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Oral interview: Bello Usman, 50 years, Secretary District Head Office, Kankara, his office, at District Head office Kankara, 23rd May, 2026.] 

Presently there are fears that the levels of poverty would increase as most farmers in the frontline Kankara Local Government and elsewhere are kept away from their farmlands due to bandit attacks.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Oral interview: Alhaji Kabir Bako, 57 years, civil servant, his residence at Kuyyangizo, Kankara, 21 May, 2026.] 

High Level of Illiteracy
The level of iliteracy is high in Kankara Local Government as many children, youths, elders especially in some villages which includes Mabai, Gatakawa, Zango, Pauwa, Dan-Sabau, Dan-Murabu and Katoge among others areas do not go to schools or have not been able to continue their studies due to poverty. For example, in Dan-nakwabo Model Primary School there are 678 pupils from primary 2 to 6 in 2008-2011, but by the beginning of 2015 academic session, only 150 pupils confirmed for the school due to dropout from the school, forceful migration for their parents and failure for their parents to take care for their children.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Oral interview: Malam Adamu Ahmad, 57 years, victim of kidnapping, at his house Kankara town, 26 May, 2026] 

Government Day Senior Secondary School Kankara, Government Day Senior Secondary School Gatakawa, Community Day Senior Secondary School 'Yar goje among others has more than 1000 students between 2009-2012, but by the end of 2014, most of the students were transferred to boarding schools such as Sir Usman Nagogo College of Arabic and Islamic Studies Katsina, Government Science Secondary Schools Dutsin-ma, Faskari, Katsina, Unity Malunfashi among others due to the insecurity in the areas.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Oral interview: Malam Adamu Ahmad, 57 years, victim of kidnapping, at his house Kankara town, 26 May, 2026 ] 

Another example was that, on 11 December 2020, 546 Students from Government Science Secondary School Kankara was kidnapped and were forced to Zango Dansabau forest, this forced must many parents to removed their children from the schools and finally by January 2021, Katsina State Government closed the School from that period to mow. This illiteracy gave room for children to engaged in banditry activities in Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Oral interview: Ibrahim Sani, 53 years, Victim  of kidnapping, at his office Kankara Local Education Authority, 26 May, 2026] 

Data on literacy index published by National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) revealed that Kankara Local Government is among the areas where majority of the people can neither read nor write. It is mostly the illiterate youths that are lured to work for the bandits and even the bandits themselves lack the basic education that will enable them to distinguish between what is right and wrong. Literacy among the youths also does not allow them to weight the risk of engaging in criminal activities that threatens the peace and security of Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Katsina State Government Ministry of Education, Planning Research and Statistic Data, KTS MOE PRS, 2013, pp 55-58] 

High Rates of Unemployment
There is high rate of unemployment in Kankara Local Government due to lack of large number of industries to employ the teeming youths and others. The Kankara Local Government, PHC Kankara and Kankara Local Government Education Authority are the largests employers in the area and has failed to adequately replace staffers that have retired or died. Some of the industries that employ large number of workers was the Limestone companies and Kaolin Processes Industry which has been privatized leading to the sacking of many workers of the company. From the 2010 to 2025 a numbers of industries in Kankara have stopped functioning as a result of some problems and challenges faced the industries. For example, the Kaolin mining industries in Kankara employed 200 workers in 2000 and 2014 and between 2015-2010 the workers increased to 700, by 2020 the industry collapse and workers were all dismissed.To this end, there is no single industry that is working currently today. 
The rates of unemployment increased as farming activities are presently threatened by banditry and kidnapping.[footnoteRef:28] For example, the people of Kankara West and South West cannot go to farm to due banditry activities in their areas specifically in Zango, Dansabau, 'Yar santa, Tsamiyar Jino, Dan-murabu, Gurbi, and in Kankara East such as Gidan Daudu, Kuka-sheka, Dan-Borno, Kwanar Kodo, Sabon gida, Kurba, Burdugau, Mashigi, Almajirawa, Gidan maigari among others, there are more than 20.000 people that cannot go to their farms.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  Ibid...pp 56-59]  [29:   Abdulmajid Ashiru, 34 years, eyewitness, 19 May, 2026] 

In addition to the above, many of them were forced to pay taxes for the bandits, for example in 2025 rainy season, the bandits forced the people of Burdugau, Unguwar maikawo, Agangaro, Gidan Nalaso to pay the sum of #50 millions and 10 new motorcycles (Bajaj) before the bandits allowed them to plant in their farms, similar example was in Dan-nakwabo, Mabai, Gatakawa, Jaga, Madobai and Bija community in Kankara South West were asked to pay the sum of #100 millions and 25 motorcycles (Bajaj) before they allowed to plant in their farms in 2020 rainy season. This act increased the rate of unemployment in Kankara Local Government area and forced villagers to engage in banditry activities.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Abdulmajid Ashiru, 34 years, eyewitness, 19 May, 2026] 

High Rates of Drug Abuse
There is high rate of drug abuse in Kankara Local Government Many youths in the District including both male and female, young and elders engaged in drugs abuse which affect their health and push them to commit crimes and engaged in banditry activities in Kankara Local Government. According to a National Survey, Kankara Local Government ranked second after Katsina Local Government and the fifth in Northern Nigeria in terms of drug abuse nationwide with 2,173 cases of arrest by National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) between2010-2013 and 3, 567 cases between 2020-2025. Even the bandits that engaged in banditry and kidnapping take drugs, in fact Sani was kidnapped in May 2019, in Mabai Area revealed that he was able to escape when the bandits became intoxicated after taking drugs.[footnoteRef:31] Also Ibrahim from Kankara town was arrested at 'Yargoje in Kankara Local Government Area with drugs in sacks that are meant to be supplied to the bandits based in Dan-sabau, Pauwa and Zango areas of Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  U.F. Mu'azu, "Prevalence of Drug Abuse Among Youths in Kankara Town, Kankara Local Government Area, Katsina State Katsina", Journal of Science Management and Technology, 2018, pp 78-85]  [32:  Ibid...pp 85-87] 

It is important to note, traditionally, during the Sallah ceremony, naming ceremony, Dubar and others cultural ceremony both male and female, young, youths and elders are engaged in drugs abuse which they became very  intoxicated and found themselves in banditry activities, some they even killed their parents.[footnoteRef:33] For example, in  2018 at Dan-nakwabo one man called Zailani and Falalu are friends after taking a drugs they began an argument, Zaikani stabbed Falalu to death with knife. This act contributed to the rising of banditry and others criminal activities in the area.[footnoteRef:34] [33:  Oral interview: Abdullahi Shuaibu Bawa, Victim, Trader, at his resident Dan-nakwabo, 26 years, 19 May, 2026]  [34:  Oral interview: Abdullahi Shuaibu Bawa, Victim, Trader, at his resident Dan-nakwabo, 26 years, 19 May, 2026] 

Limited Security Presence
There is limited presence of security personnel in Kankara Local Government Area were it bordered with Tsafe Local Government Area of Zamfara State. The security personnel such as the Police, Army and Civil Defense Corps are not in adequate supply in the Kankara Local Government in order to combat the numerous criminal activities carried out by criminals and other miscreants, Kankara Local Government's population has increased progressively over the years, securities manpower has not improved to match it, to at least meet up the expected Local Government standard for effective securities, Kankara Local Government is the second highest populated area after Katsina Local Government in Katsina State, according to policing in a Division, each division are entitled to have minimum of 250 policeman, Kankara Division have only 35 policemen in 2010-2014 and 78 in 2015-2017 and 69 in 2020-2022 and 80 in 2026, the Nigeria Security and Civil Defense Corps are only 10 in 2013, in 2014-15 the numbers increased to 14 while in 2026 the numbers increased to 15, while the Nigeria Army have 2 Hilux. This glaring shortage made it practically impossible for the security agencies to effectively control and curbs the ever rising wave and rate of crimes and insecurity.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  S.U Umar, The Nigerian Police Force and the Task of Crime Control, Prevention and Security: Matters Arising. Book of Proceedings, 2 International Conference on Social and Management Sciences Research, Kano, Faculty of Social Sciences, Yusuf Maitama Sule University, Kano 2025, pp 23-27] 

 In fact in some isolated settlements outside Kankara Headquarter near the forests such as Zango, Dan-sabau, Pauwa, Katoge and Tsamiyar Daji, it is very difficult to see a security personnel and the bandits have constituted themselves as the law.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Oral interview: Malam Abdulrahman Makeri Kankara, 57 years, Blacksmith, his residence at Kafar Arewa Kankara, 23 May, 2026.] 

While in outpost in wards like Ketare division, Yargoje division, Kuka-sheka division, Mabai division, Dan-murabu and Gurbi division among others has only 2-3 policemen, this lack of security personnel gave room for bandits to occupy some villages and have full control. While many residents as most of them have fled to safety. The limited security presence in these isolated areas have created an ungoverned spaces were the bandits have taken over.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Premium Times. How we Recruited 1,500 People to Fight Bandits - Katsina, Governor. Premium Times, 2025, pp 40-43.] 

Porous Borders
Kankara Local Government has a boundary to the North, bordered by Danmusa and Safana forest, in the West by Tsafe Local Government Zamfara State. This land borders is porous which makes it easy for criminal elements, arms and ammunition including drugs to be smuggled into Kankara Local Government. The residents of Yar-Santa village in Kankara Local Government revealed that the bandits in their Local Governments invited other bandits from Tsafe area of Zamfara State, Birnin Gwari area of Kaduna State and Niger Republic that moved through the borders to join other bandits to carry out the attacks in Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:38] Widespread availability of small and light weapons in those areas has its genesis from imported weapons that mostly passed from various porous borders that located in the neighbouring Kankara Local Government[footnoteRef:39]  [38:  A. C. Okoli, & F. N. Okpaleke, Cattle Rustling and Dialectics of security in Northern Nigeria, International Journal of Liberal Arts and Social Science, 2014, pp 50-55.]  [39:  Ibid...pp 55-58] 

Presence of Forest Areas 
Kankara Local Government  has a long stretch of forests vegetations that runs from Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa to Jibia to Batsari to Safana to Dan-musa to Faskari to Dandume to Sabua in Katsina State, the forests also extended to Birnin Gwari forest in Birnin Gwari Local Government Area of Kaduna State, Tsafe Local Government in Zamfara State and Tagina in Niger State. This long stretch of for bandits from where they come to the villages and along roads to launch attacks in many villages of Kankara Local Government. The areas that have no forests or are not sharing boundary with those areas are not affected by the present wave of insecurity. Kankara's forestlands have been poorly managed and secured, which makes them vulnerable to criminal habitation and activities. These forests areas especially the Pauwa, Zango and Dan-sabau Forest in Kankara Local Government which connected with others forests within the state, Niger and Zamfara States have become security threats to the  people of Kankara. Government Security forces have not been able to effectively flush out the bandits from the forests. This is in spite of various security operations such as Sharan Daji (Sweeping the forest), Harbin Kunama (Scorpion sting), Darar Mikiya (Eagle landing), Hadarin Daji (Forest clouds) and Puff Adder that were launched and presently executed to tackle banditry, kidnapping and other forms of criminality.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Ibid...pp 104-107] 

The Phases of Farmer Pastoralist Conflicts and Boko Haram Insurgence in Kankara Local Government and Katsina Before 2020
The farmer-pastoralists conflict in Kankara Local Government is an essentially economic conflict, irrespective of the religious, cultural and political colorations. The conflict is related to population, growth and environmental degradations. The farmer- pastoralists in Kankara generally involves Fulani vs Hausa Farmers, Fulani vs Maguzawa Farmers, among others. Although, Fulani pastoralists and farmers have long coexisted in symbiotic relationships that have persisted through both peaceful and contentious encounters, reports of violent clashes between these two groups are becoming more frequent in the recent Kankara History. The conflict is more pronounce in the areas that bordered Zamfara and Niger states were the conflict is more pronounce due to the enviromental nature and high concentration of Fulani pastoralists.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Ibid...pp 70-73] 



 My research have shown that the violence evolved along Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa forest very close to Katsina- Zamfara borders. Where the first bandit gang emerged in 2010. Zango , Dan-sabau, Pauwa in Katsina State while Yankuzo and Dambuwa in Tsafe Local Government Area of Zamfara State are historically populated by people of questionable backgrounds. Unfortunately, it was from these twin centres of misfits that banditry started. Looking at Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa in Katsina State for instance, sources in those areas are in agreement that about 75 % of the people in the village are either bandits or their cohorts. Thus, armed conflict between the farmer and herders in Kankara Local Government Areas especially along the border areas with Zamfara can be categorized into three broad phases.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Oral interview: Abdullahi Shuaibu Bawa, Victim, Trader, at his resident Dan-nakwabo, 26 years, 19 May, 2026] 

The first phase was between 1979-1999 it covers armed conflict between the herdsmen and farmers during the harvesting seasons and formation of vigilante groups 1980-1999. The conflict during the period only affects the Fulani herders grazing their cattle's and farmers whose farmlands are trespass by the herdsmen. During this period, Abubakar Sani from Dan-sabau in Kankara Local Government was killed in the year 1995 by the herdsmen in his attempt to mediate between the herdsmen and farmers in his own domain. Also in a neighboring District of Pauwa,  a police officer by name Sama'ila was killed in the same year 1995. the period was characterized by the formation of vigilante groups across the villages neighboring the Rubu in Katsina State, Birnin Gwari in Kaduna State and Yar'santa forest reserves also in Katsina State. Vigilante activities during this period (1986-1999) can be contextualised on the basis of the economic hardship, corruption within state institutions. For example, curruption in Kankara Local Government during the period became almost institutionalised phenomenon across public sectors. While there was the dwindiling of the value of Naira, low agricultural output led to the deterioration of economy and rapid retrenchments of workers (in both private and public sectors of the economy) and social insecurity.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Ibid...pp 73-75] 

 The second phase of the conflict was between 1999-2014, the arm conflicts during this particular period involves conflicts during harvesting seasons rustling of cows and other domestic animals. Rustling of cattle in the night as well as broad day light arm robbery perpetuated by the Fulani.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  Ibid...pp 75-78] 

Third phase covers the period 2015 to 2025. This period was characterized by seasonal conflicts between the Fulani pastoralists and famers, full scale war between the vigilante and herdsmen, kidnapping of commuters and school children incessant attacks on villages.[footnoteRef:45] In addition, it also involved kidnapping and killing of innocent people in the towns, farms, on the roads, in ministries, barracks, schools, hospitals, markets, churches, campuses and Hostels among many.[footnoteRef:46] And currently living in the bushes, hamlets, villages and in town. In addition, there is also informants people living in towns and cities looking and surveying of people are targeting to kidnap or kill. These conflicts are influenced by seasonal migrations of Fulani moving South to North during the harvesting season.[footnoteRef:47] [45:  Ibid...p 79]  [46:   Oral interview: Sani Suleiman's brother Tijjani Abubakar, 40 years, Teacher, at Kankara town, 19 May, 2026]  [47:  Oral interview: Sani Suleiman's brother Tijjani Abubakar, 40 years, Teacher, at Kankara town, 19 May, 2026] 

Factors, Actors and the Escalation of Banditry in Kankara Local Government 
Contemporary armed groups first emerged around Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa forests in Kankara Local Government area in Katsina state. Several hypotheses have theories and school of thoughts evolved as to the reason for the rise of the criminal gangs in the area. The first is the speculation that says politicians in the Kankara Local Government sponsored and armed some youth as political thugs to achieve their ambition in 201 general election. The youth were abandoned after winning the elections, who then went into drug abuse,  stealicattleng, robbery and later transfornmed into armed gangs attacking villages on motorbikes."[footnoteRef:48] [48:   Oral interview: Sani Suleiman's brother Tijjani Abubakar, 40 years, Teacher, at Kankara town, 19 May, 2026] 

The first motorbikes used in the attacks were donations from politicians during elections campaign.This explains the nexus between bandits and politicians in the areas. At the onset of conflict in 2011, authorities in Kankara Local Government remained adamant, confused and unresponsive; thus adding flavour to the politician's connection to the conflict. Instead of strengthening the formal and informal security architecture in the area, the conflict was "'sedated" and armed groups were lull to sleep through amnesty and state pardon.[footnoteRef:49] [49:  Onyebuchi Ezigbo, “Bandits now move in the North from house to house with AK47”,ThisDayLive,retrievedfromhttps://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/11/26/banditsnow-move-in-the-north-from-house-to-house-with-ak47-sayssultan, 2020. ] 

The second narrative emphasized social grievance arising from the perceived deep rooted injustice against the pastoral communities. The first armed group emerged with the nanme Kungiyar Gayu in Kankara Local Government towards the end of 2011. Its initial aim as claimed by some of the founding fathers was to ensure the unity of the pastoralists and the struggle for social justice
Their perception was that pastoral communities in the area were subjected to all forms of extortion, exploitation and deprivation from different agencies. They were denied justice mostly in the lower courts. When a pastoralist was involved in any squabble with a farmer, the case would usually delay unnecessarily. The accused Fulani, known to have a phobia for courts and their unwarranted justice delay, would be ready to bribe his way out of the court. "Cases involving the police were the worst according to an informant who said that both the judges and police were 'birds of the same feathers'.
The Fulani man according to the narrative had became a source of income for the law enforcement agents."Allegations of extortion extend to hospitals, where access to healthcare is often accompanied by extortion and exorbitant charges. " Added to these is lack of access to education, veterinary services and animal  feeds. Grazing routes and reserves were mostly shared amongst politicians and traditional rulers in the area.[footnoteRef:50] [50:  Rufa'i M.A, Iam a Bandit; A decade of Research in Zamfara State, Bandit's Den, Sokoto, Graphics Concept Academy, Sokoto, 9 September, 2021, pp 23-27
] 

 Whether or not any or all of these hypotheses hold, one factor that contributed to the escalation of the conflict after 2014 was the activities of non-state security operatives like the Vigilante Group of Nigeria, Yan-Banga and Yan-sa-kai.
The operations of Vigilante Group of Nigeria (VGN) Kankara Local Government Division, pushed the armed groups out of towns and villages to the highly ungoverned spaces, for example, the Vigilante Group of Nigeria, Kankara Local Government division pushed 54 arms groups for Kankara town in 2014, where they established different camps in the numerous forests across the Local Government such Ketare, Mashigi, Hurya, Dan-dashire, Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa forests among others.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Ibid...p28] 

The VGN attacked, maimed and even engaged in extrajudicial killings of accused persons. Most of their began in the area. Members of the gang considered it as a cultural association aimed at the liberation of the Fulani from highhandedness of security agents, traditional rulers and politicians."[footnoteRef:52] [52:  A Emmanuel, Waves of Bandit Massacres Rupture rural life in Northwest Nigeria", The Guardian retrieved from htps://theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/03/waves of bandit-massacres-rupture-rural-life-in-north-west-nigeria BIS 68 solutions-banditry-nigerias-north-wet, 5/12/2020, pp 12-15
] 

This is not to justify the use of arms by the bandits against the state and innocent citizens but to unveil their deep rooted grievances. The association was formed at a point when herders in the Kankara Local Government were migrating to the neighbouring areas such as Funtua, Malunfashi, Dutsin-ma, Katsina and Gusau due to large scale encroachment and confiscation of the grazing areas." Members of this association claimed that politicians and traditional rulers colluded in denying them access to the reserves." Initially, its members were Fulani; creating room for ethnic profiling and the criminalization of the Fulanis as cattle rustlers in the Local Government. Such ethnic profiling was responsible for forcing many herders into the gang. A repentant bandit by name Babaiye claimed to have joined the gang due to constant harassment and intimidation by the security agencies because of his ethnic background."[footnoteRef:53] [53:  Ibid...p 15] 

At the onset, membership was restricted to the Fulani, especially during the recruitment exercise, 2011 to 2012. Recruitment was through conscription, use of cash and cows, promise for sex and leisure as well as intimidation of other Fulani people. "Since the innocent people by the gang. Furthermore, late Isshe family mobilized fighters and extended invitation to the gang for reprisal attacks few days later. "Member of the gang multiplied in number, strength, power and weapons and even connections in 2015 and 2016.° It also became more heterogeneous and transnational in 2018, constituting members from Niger Republic, Mali and Chad, mostly Tauregs with links to Sahellian rebels.[footnoteRef:54] [54:  M.A Rufa'i, 'Armed Groups and Transformation of Rural Insecurity in North-West, Nigeria: An Appraisal of the Non-State Actors in Peace and Conflict Resolution' Being a paper presented at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Lagos State University (LASU) organised by Conflict Research Network West Africa (CORN West Africa) on theme Micro Dynamics of Political Violence and Armed Conflict in Nigeria, 6" & 7" July, 2021, pp 12-15
] 

The infiltration of these foreign elements transformed the gang in several ways. New members were recruited, more weapons were introduced and fighters were trained in modern guerrilla strategies and tactics. Kidnapping and abduction for ransom was adopted as a new strategy in addition to cattle rustling. Large numbers of poverty stricken youth across villages were used as informants supplying intelligence for awesome pecuniary rewards."[footnoteRef:55] [55:  Ibid...pp15-16] 

Furthermore, there was a change in the strategy of the violence from cattle rustling to the raiding of villages, kidnapping and other related Gender and Sexual Based Violence (GSBV) across all areas in Local Government after 2015. Most of the affected areas in Kankara areas and Katsina State share boundaries with Zamfara, Kaduna and Niger states. This explains why the violence radiates around Kankara Local Government borderlines. Armed violence reached its climax in 2018 with the proliferation of more gangs. Thus, with the assassination of Buharin Daji during this period, new deadly cells surfaced. About 30 splinter gangs.[footnoteRef:56] [56:  Ibid...p17] 

Rise ofArmed Groups
Historically, the first armed group evolved in 2011, led by Kundu and the notorious Buharin Daji both of Fulani background. They named the group kungiyar gayu, meaning an association of young guys, even though none of them was a youth." The public referred to them as Kungiyar Barayin shanu, (i.e cattle rustlers association) (CRA). It operated underground in the forests, but its real motive started to manifest itself in 2012, when cases of cattle rustling began in the Local Government. Members of the gang considered it as a cultural association aimed at the liberation of the Fulani from highhandedness of security agents, traditional rulers and politicians. This is not to justify the use of arms by the bandits against the state and innocent citizens but to unveil their deep rooted grievances. The association was formed at a point when herders in the Local Government were migrating to the neighbouring areas, due to large scale encroachment and confiscation of the grazing areas. Members of this association claimed that politicians and traditional rulers colluded in denying them access to the reserves.[footnoteRef:57] [57:   M.A Rufa'i, 'Armed Groups and Transformation of Rural Insecurity in North-West, Nigeria: An Appraisal of the Non-State Actors in Peace and Conflict Resolution' Being a paper presented at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Lagos State University (LASU) organised by Conflict Research Network West Africa (CORN West Africa) on theme Micro Dynamics of Political Violence and Armed Conflict in Nigeria, 6" & 7" July, 2021, pp 20-23] 

Initially, its members were Fulani creating room for ethnic profiling and the criminalisation of the Fulanis as cattle rustlers in the area. Such ethnic profiling was responsible for forcing many herders into the gang. A repentant bandit claimed to have joined the gang due to constant harassment and intimidation by the security agencies because of his ethnic background.[footnoteRef:58] [58:  Ibid...pp 23-26] 

At the onset, membership was restricted to the Fulani, especially during the recruitment exercise, 2011 to 2012. Recruitment was through conscription, use of cash and cows, promise for sex and leisure as well as intimidation of others Fulani people. Since the gang was into cattle rustling, some herders joined so as to circumvent cattle rustling harassment from the members. It was alleged that some leading Fulani families in Kankara areas made donations of cash and cattle, while some expressed moral support and goodwill to the members to avoid bitter consequences. However, making donations to the gang and/or asking a member of the family to join the gang did not shield the donors from the menace of the gang. Fulani were mostly the major victims of early cattle rustling in Kankara. Larger part of the cattle belonged to them and they were covered into the gang through the threat of rustling. The essence of this early phase of rustling was to exchange cattle for weapons, logistics and other essential goods.[footnoteRef:59] [59:  NNDP. National Security Strategy Document. Abuja: Nigerian National Defence Policy, 2017, pp 21-22] 

In the beginning gang members were mostly into rustling, robbery and other minor criminalities. The change in the pattern of operations started with the creation of Yan-Sakai and the intensification of the war against members of the gangs." As stated elsewhere, the Yan-Sa-kai had unlimited powers and support from their sponsors, hence, they could arrest and kill an accused person without recourse to the law. The first incident that triggered change in the course of the conflict was the brutal killing of Alle- le, Kabir Dan- Kaduna in Dan-nakwabo town, Kankara LGA of Katsina . He was killed by Yan-Sa-kai on 16" August, 2012 on the accusation of harbouring criminals and supporting rustlers. The public murder of Innocent Fulani Leader, was used as a justification for reprisal and mass killings of innocent people by the gang. Furthermore, late innocent Fulani family mobilized fighters and extended invitation to the gang for reprisal attacks few days later. Member of the gang multiplied in number, strength, power and weapons and even connections in 2013. It also became more heterogeneous and transnational in 2016, constituting members from Niger Republic, Mali and Chad, mostly Tauregs with links to Sahellian rebels.[footnoteRef:60] [60:  Ibid...pp 25-27] 

The infiltration of these foreign elements transformed the gang in several ways. New members were recruited, more weapons were introduced and fighters were trained in modern guerrilla strategies and tactics. Kidnapping and abduction for ransom was adopted as a new strategy. In addition to cattle rustling, large numbers of poverty stricken youth across villages were used as informants supplying intelligence for awesome pecuniary rewards.
Furthermore, in 2015-2016 there was a change in the strategy of the violence from cattle rustling to the raiding of villages, kidnapping and other related Gender and Sexual Based Violence (GSBV) across the Kankara Local Government areas. Most of the affected areas Kankara and Katsina share boundaries with Zamfara. This explains why the violence radiates around state borderlines.[footnoteRef:61] [61:  Ibid...pp 27-30] 

Armed violence reached its climax in 2018 with the proliferation of more gangs. Thus, with the assassination of Buharin Daji during this period, new deadly cells surfaced. About 30 splinter gangs emerged after the fall of Buharin Daji."Buhari's son Aliyu Zakwai became a leader of another wing. Zakwai was not as notorious as his farther, but a major force to reckon with in Kankara, Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa. After the introduction of Amnesty by the Governor of Katsina state Alhaji Aminu Bello Masari in 2019, he accepted the programme and left the woods for a new life in the state.[footnoteRef:62] [62:  Osaghae, E.E. Ethnic Groups and Conflicts in Nigeria, Ibadan: The Lord's Creations,1995, pp 70-71] 

Source of Arms and Ammunition
One of the most puzzling questions that remain unanswered on rural insecurity is the sources of arms and ammunitions. Studies have shown that there are over 10,000 weapons in circulation in Kankara Local Government and 60,000 weapons in circulation in the Northwest. After a tour to some of the Bandits' den, Sheikh Ahmad Gumi, a retired army officer and Islamic cleric in Northern Nigeria, provided an estimate of over 100,000 arnms and ammunition in the hands of the bandit."There are more weapons.than cattle in Kankara Local Government', said a bandit leader and owning a gun was more profitable than herds of cattle. The figures above could be exaggerated, but the concern here in is not to debate on the validity of the figures or otherwise, but to provide an analysis of the sources, dealers, retailers and even users of the weapons.
Considering the large number and membership of the armed groups, once could not doubt the estimated quantity of arms. Thus, weapons like anti aircraft guns, rocket propelled grenade tubes, general purpose machine guns, AK47, AK49, G3 magazines amongst several others are found across different camps in the area. Some of the camps like that of Bakatsine, Babaiye, Turji, Halilu and Shehu Rekep used drones and CCTV cameras for surveillance and intelligence gathering. In one of the camps visited in Dan-sabau, there was a local ICTexpert stationed in charge of solar panels and monitoring of the CCTV. Besides, providing power to the CTT, members of the gang used energy from the panel to charge their phones, lamps and other electrical appliances. Abdullahi Dandare, the local ICT man had lived in Lagos, Oyo, Kogi and Benue states, first a pastoralist and later engaged in the sales of electronics, before coming back home to join the bandits in their den."In those places he learnt the rudiments of ICT. Thus, members of other less powerful gangs often travel a long distance to see and if possible take pictures beside the newly imported weapons. Therefore, the bandits could clearly tell which amongst the leaders is stronger, because the power of a gang is measured by the level of its sophisticated weapons." Discussion within most criminal circles is on how and where to get the latest weapons as well as on which recalcitrant gang or community to test it.[footnoteRef:63] [63:  Rufa'i, M.A, 'Armed Groups and Transformation of Rural Insecurity in North-West, Nigeria: An Appraisal of the Non-State Actors in Peace and Conflict Resolution' Being a paper presented at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Lagos State University (LASU) organised by Conflict Research Network West Africa (CORN West Africa) on theme Micro Dynamics of Political Violence and Armed Conflict in Nigeria, 6" & 7" July, 2021, pp 60-61] 

As stated elsewhere, arms trade is also a means of generating income to a cross section of the gangs. Significant percentage of their illicit income is spent illicitly, on drugs, women, betting, buying of latest phones and other ostentatious goods."A repentant bandit stated that 'the business could make one a millionaire today and a pauper tomorrow. So much is also spent on either the purchase or renting of sophisticated arms used in operations. Most arguments on the source of weapons revolve around the 'porous border thesis and the inability of the security to maintain the over five official borders. There is absolute shortage of manpower and officers want to be posted to lucrative borders. The armed smugglers mostly used these minor entries for the supply of arms into the the area.[footnoteRef:64] Moreover, the small numbers of officials at the border posts in some cases were accused of conniving and facilitating the movements of arms into the country.[footnoteRef:65] [64:  Ibid...pp 62-73]  [65:  Rufa'i M.A, Iam a Bandit; A decade of Research in Zamfara State, Bandit's Den, Sokoto, Graphics Concept Academy, Sokoto, 9 September, 2021, pp 15-19] 

Immigration Service issued an order in 2020 that 70% of his workforce should be deployed to the borders, which has yet to take effect. Thus, the wider assumption is that arms supply in Kankara is majorly from the Nigeria-Niger borders located around Illela, Jibia, and Katsina axis. This is a plausible assumption as there are some border communities within these states with substantial number of individual gunrunners, whose main role is to simply move arms across the borders." Some of these illicit traffickers are well-known in their communities, while others remain unknown. Calamity could befall any community that expose these suppliers to security agencies. Since the Nigerian security operatives have complained of grossly inadequate personnel, in addition to proving incapable of defending the people from the rural war lords, the best thing is to observe "conspiracy of silence" for peace to reign in the villages. There is also the used of women and children as couriers of arms along the border. "It is very difficult to get a woman arm courier, but if you have any they are the safest and easiest ways of cross-border arms movement." Depending on the distance and terrain, an AK47 rifle transported into a nearby village from the border at the rate of N20,000, while a bag containing 100 rounds of ammunition at the cost of N5,000. Thus, transporting the ammunition is much easier due to its size and could be divided into different portions, what the locals called Geron Hạjiya."[footnoteRef:66] [66:  Ibid...p 17] 

Moreove, the criminals, particularly the so-called 'repentant 'criminals, have dislodged the multiple agents and became either importers or local transporters or arms. An informant that spent five years in banditry around Dan-Sadau area stated that 'I have wasted five years for nothing, had it been I knew I could have been a gunrunner earlier."There is more money, peace and pride to be in the arm supplying chain'. While some of the members argued that it is by far more lucrative to join the two businesses together, because it's of dual benefit". Some of the leaders specialized in arms supply, training of bandits as well as attacks on innocent people. Babaiye rocket, Halilu in Sububu forests and Ali Kachalla of Dansadau were experts in this regards." They have an independent supply chain and largely imported weapons beyond their needs. Shehu Rekep is connected to Malian, Chadian and Libyan rebels from where he gets most of his supplies." Together with his friend, Halilu has an absolute monopoly of arms supply in Kankara Local Government. Most of the bandits in the area get their arms from either of the two groups."[footnoteRef:67] [67:  Ifeanyi O, Enclaves of Banditry: Ungoverned Forest Spaces and Cattle Rustling in Northern Nigeria. Published online by Cambridge University Press: 06 July https://www.cambridge.org/core/search?filters%5BauthorTerms %5D=Ifeanyi%20Onwuzuruigb0%20&eventCode-SE-AU, 2020, pp 20-22] 

Arm Renting and Prices
Indeed it is a daunting exercise to establish the exact price of arms used by the groups. This is because the end users have no direct access to the main area of supply, due to either lack of knowledge or fear of interception by the security personnel. This added to the price of arms not only in Kankara but affected areas in Katsina State and the Northwest." The bandits have no option than to buy weapons at exorbitant prices. At the point of interviews, most of members of the armed groups could hardly tell the price of weapons used."[footnoteRef:68] [68:  A Lugga, Banditry in Katsina: 4 persistent threat. Nigerian Tribune. Retrieved from https://tribuneonlineng.com/banditry-in-katsina-a-persistent-threat/2022, pp 12-14] 

This is largely quantified and valued by either cattle or full grown bull. Therefore, heads of cattle and an approximation of their age are often used to determine the price of a gun in rural areas of Kankara Local Government." On the average, some gave out 2 to 3 heads of cattle for AK49 or their price equivalent. Some of the dealers and retailers collect cattle in return for arms. Those that accept cattle, mostly Fulani retailers have the chances of getting more customers and huge profit margins than who only exchanged for money.[footnoteRef:69] [69:  Ibid...p 15] 

At any rate, if an ordinary non-bandit would acquire an AK47 at the rate N500,000 a bandit, particularly Fulani will get it at a higher price of N650,000 simply because of his desperation and illiteracy. The price of a German made AK47 before the border closure in Kankara Local Government ranged between N500,000-N600,000 depending on the suppliers." Igbo retailers seem to put higher prices, but with the border closure in 2019 and increase in exchange rate, the price increased to between N750,000 and N850,000." After, the year 2020, most of the groups began to use AK49, which at the moment cost about #2 million in the forest. During this period the use of rocket launcher, RPGs and APGsbecame common amongst the dominant gangs.[footnoteRef:70] [70:  Ibid...p 16] 

The conflict has in recent times made some gang leaders very rich through the illicit business of arms and banditry. They often have multiple profits from the arms, their usage and sale of cattle, mostly stolen from the people which are exchanged for weapons.[footnoteRef:71] [71:  Katsina State Government. Katsina State Security Report. Retrieved from Katsina State Govemment, 2022, pp 3-4] 

Bandit leaders have acquired large herds of cattle through this illegal means and most of the herds are transported to the Middle Belt and the Southern part of the country. In some cases, the herds were moved to Niger Republic and beyond.
It is important to stress that the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) free movements of persons and animals across the member states has also facilitated not only the movement of arms but also rustled livestock across different borders. Some of the gunrunners prefer to exchange guns for cattle due to issues of security. Afterwards all the livestock collected could easily be moved across Kankara neighbouring areas for either sale or exchange for weapons. This is what according to repentant bandits keeps the business relevant and becoming over time."[footnoteRef:72] [72:  Ibid...pp 4-5] 

The procurement of these deadly weapons is not meant to fight the Nigeria security but also instill fear in the minds and hearts of their fellow cohorts. The power of a gang is largely determine by leadership and weapons. Therefore, amongst the armed groups, it do not make much sense to acquire and hire arms, but to as well engage in arm raise with others, so to scare your enemies away.[footnoteRef:73] [73:  Ibid...p 6] 

The increasing number of gang members and the corresponding demand for operations tools led to proliferation of gun retailers. Most repentant bandits and even non-bandits that rents weapons to young bandits." There is fixed price to each category of gun. Members could collect an Ak47 or Ak49 for daily use and return back after a particular mission." The rented gun could be also used for days or even weeks, each has a price with the use of rented gun young bandits have over time acquire their personal tools.[footnoteRef:74] [74:   Ibid...p 7] 

An informant stated that he was renting at the initial stage but later acquired his own personal gun and became a unit leader. The problem of rented gun is that besides it out datedness, most have been overused by either the renters or other users. Therefore, most of the young boys started as foot soldiers under a particular leader or depended on the rented equipments.[footnoteRef:75] [75:  Oral interview: Malam Ibrahim Babi, 110 years, Weaver, his residence at Sabon Gari Kankara, 25 May, 2026.] 

Furthermore, there are large number of Youths who mostly lived in the pastoral settlements (Ruga) and villages that are part-time bandits. The groups are more dangerous that the full time gun carrying members, because they are the main guys that patronizes these gun renters. They mostly collect at night and return back in the morning after accomplishing a mission. Some of them also subscribe to a particular group not as active but passive members, who only participated in an attack and retire home after the mission.[footnoteRef:76] [76:  S I Ladan S, "Banditry and Kidnapping in Katsina State and the Way Out", Report of a Round Table Interactive Discussion held at the 10" Katsina Forum Organized by Pleasant Library and Books Club Katsina held on 14h April, 2019, pp 16-18] 

Moreover, there are powerful gang leaders with monopoly control of arms and its usage. In this case two categories exist in Kankara. The first is the gang leader with large number of arms which he gives out as trust to members. With this, members are often mobilise when the need arise. This leader could be sorrounded with very few members for protection, while the rest were loosely spread across different areas. The essence is not to attract so much public and security attention, but still maintain large followership. The second has an absolute monopoly control over the weapons. In this case, there are specific places where the weapons are often kept, and put to use when the need arises. This category has a loose membership that spread across different villages, hamlets (Rugage) and even towns. in some cases, like in Gurbi, Dan-murabu and Katsalle towns, the leader may decide to stay along with his members but no trace of arms or ammunition could be found with them, but every member knows where these arms or ammunition could be found with them, but every member knows where these arms are safely kept in the case of emergencies. The main differences between the two is that the former promoted high level of uncoordinated attacks, while the later instill certain level of 'discipline' in the conduct of the crime. In actual sense, both are same and equal, because the intention is virtually the same.[footnoteRef:77] [77:  Ibid...p 19] 

Impacts of Banditry in Kankara Local Government 
Lost of Lives and Properties 
The first major attack in Kankara Local Government took place in Kankara town on Monday 21 June, 2011, where suspected members of Boko Haram attacked Habib bank and a police station, Kankara Divisional in Kankara town, Kankara Local Government area of Katsina state, killing five policemen and one civilian. Inspector Yahaya Bello and Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) Sani Suleiman are among the police officers who lost their lives.[footnoteRef:78] [78:  Oral interview: Sani Suleiman's brother Tijjani Abubakar, 40 years, Teacher, at Kankara town, 19 May, 2026] 

The incident occurred when the suspected members of Boko Haram attacked the local branch of a new generation bank at about the close of work and carted away an undisclosed amount of money. The Boko Haram shares money to the people of Kankara communities and societies, for example, Boko Haram gave a huge amount of money to food seller to go an marry.[footnoteRef:79] The year 2011 marked the first day Kankara people experienced bandits attacks where the people came out massively to watch and witnessed the attacks and the Boko Haram announced to the people that they are not after the people but the Government. This attack resulted to the lost of lives and the destruction properties, both the Bank and police station building and properties were destroyed and they are no more since those days.[footnoteRef:80] [79:  Oral interview: Aminu Lawal Jobe, 60 years, Ward Head, Kankara B, his residence at Kafar Arewa, Kankara, 21 May, 2026.]  [80:  S. I. Ladan,"Banditry and Kidnapping in Katsina State and the Way Out", Report of a Round Table Interactive Discussion held at the 10" Katsina Forum Organized by Pleasant Library and Books Club Katsina held on 14h April, 2024, pp 45-50] 

The second major attack by bandits in Kankara Local Government took place on 11 December, 2020, the Fulani attacked and kidnapped 546 children at Government Science Secondary School Kankara, a boarding school located in Kankara town.  Hundreds of Fulani gunmen riding on motorbikes stormed the boarding school at night around 10:45pm and 546 of the school children were taken away. Some school boys jumped over a fence and ran away when they heard gunshots. The 345 were rounded up and herded them into the forest the stony hills of Pauwa and Zango. These children were beaten, threatened and forced to walk through the night for 15 Kilometers before they were loaded on motorbikes.[footnoteRef:81] They were dropped at foot of the stony hills that bordered Katsina and Zamfara states, they were herded again for another 50 kilometers into Zamfara forest to a place called Marar Katsinawa. Moreover, it is important to note that the presence of the stony hills in Pauwa, Zango and Dan-sabau in Kankara Local Government have played a significant role in the kidnapping of the school children.[footnoteRef:82] The topography had indeed given refuge for many of the bandits operating in the area. The camps set up at the hill top are so close to the school location and are known hiding place for the bandits. Equally, the support and connivance of other indigenous Fulani living around the areas of Dan'Musa, Batsari, and Jibia greatly facilitate easy movement of the school children within a short period of time on the day of the kidnapping.[footnoteRef:83] [81:  Oral interview: Kabir Lawal Ziko, 55 years, Business man, his business premises at Kankara, 23 May, 2026.]  [82:  A. Ashiru, aged 30, Eyewitness, student, 21 June, 2026]  [83:  A. Ashiru, aged 30, Eyewitness, student, 19 May, 2026] 

The kidnapping of the children and the subsequent video display by the Bandits signaled a strong connection and attempt by the Boko Haram insurgents to influence the activities of the Bandits in the area. The children were displayed in a video same as the Chibok Girls were displayed by the Boko Haram insurgents in 2014. After the kidnapping, the Bandits sent a video clip to the state authorities declaring their allegiance with the Boko Haram group. This development was further confirmed by Abubakar Shekau's video clip claiming that they have mastermind the kidnappings.[footnoteRef:84] [84:  Oral interview: Alhaji Abdu Maiginin Tukwane, 110 years, pot maker, his pottery centre at Kankara, 21st May, 2026.] 

Another major attack in Kankara District took place on 1st September, 2023, a total of 11 people were killed in Yargoje, 5 in Dan-nakwabo, 15 in Gidan Boka, 7 in Katsalle and 15 in Dan- maidaki, and five police officers was killed along Dan-nakawabo to Mabai axis, 8 other residents were seriously wounded and had received medical attention in Kankara General Hospital.[footnoteRef:85] [85:  Oral interview: Giro na Pauwa Danmarke, bandit repetant, his residence at Danmarke, 23 May, 2026.] 

Most of them were killed in the farm," a resident of Mabai community It was a heartless coordinated attacks that security agents couldn't contain." Though residents said 53 people were killed, the police pegged the number of slain victims at 25 including the four policemen.[footnoteRef:86] [86:  A. Ashiru, aged 30, Eyewitness, student, 21 June, 2026.] 

The last major attack in Kankara District took place on 16 January, 2025, the bandits attacked General Hospital Kankara, in Kankara town killing Doctors and civilians and kidnapped three people, Dr. Sale Murtala Dan dashire was died after he spent a week at Federal Medical Center , Katsina, who also the overall best graduating medical student, 2019, from ABU, Zaria. Another person who was killed by bandits during this attack was Malam Mu'azu Maishayi who is tea seller at the hospital premises. In addition to the above, the bandits kidnapped and killed a driver who carried his dead son in his car crossing the road along the hospital. This major attacks led to lost of lives and destruction of property in and outside the hospital.[footnoteRef:87] [87:  S. I. Ladan,"Banditry and Kidnapping in Katsina State and the Way Out", Report of a Round Table Interactive Discussion held at the 10" Katsina Forum Organized by Pleasant Library and Books Club Katsina held on 14h April, 2024.] 

Kankara people and societies have been killed several times in their houses, farms, playing ground, roads, hospitals, markets among others areas. In several hamplets and villages, people was killed and are still killing in the Local Government. Some of the hamplets and villages that people of Kankara District witnessed massive killings include Madobai town, they includes Ahmad Zayyanu, Nazifi Zayyanu, Zaharadden Danjuma, Bashir Yunusa, Bala, Muhudden Yusuf, Salisu Bara'u, Muntari Hamisu and Hafizu Sale.[footnoteRef:88] [88:  Oral interview: Alhaji Kabir Bako, 57 years, civil servant, his residence at Kuyyangizo, Kankara, 21 May, 2026.] 

In Zurunkutun town, they includes includes Usman Yakubu, Usaini Ibrahim, Tasi'u Alasan, Musa, Nura and Abba Ibrahim.[footnoteRef:89] [89:  Abdulmajid Ashiru, eyewitness, Student, at Kankara town, 34 years, 19 May, 2026] 

In Dannakwabo town, they includes Awaisu isah, Naziru Usman, Hudu Allele, Sa'i Boto, Mati Arushe, Idi Kayam, Abdurrashid Bada-bada, Dan Kaduna, Haruna Buje, Danju Inshahe, Sani Dogo, Usman Ya'u, Surajo, Umar ta Anbo, Mani, Lawal na Inna, Yusuf Abdulkadir and Zayyanu Sabo.[footnoteRef:90] [90:  Oral interview: Anas Ya'u, 35 years, Victim, Okada Dan-nakwabo, at Dan-nakwabo, 19 May, 2026] 

In Kankara town, a lot of people were killed which includes, Hussain Ibrahim, Mustapha Sama'ila (Dankuka) who was killed around Dan-murabu area, some of the people are of the opinion that his killers are his relatives.[footnoteRef:91] [91:   Oral Interview with Abdullahi Shu'aibu, aged 29, Victim, at Dan-nakawabo, on 19 May, 2026] 

 For years, the areas in Kankara Local Government had witnessed constant raid by the Fulani Bandits. These raids were often accompanied by killings and abduction of women, children and others wealthy individuals for the sake of ransom payment. This development gave the farmers conflict a new outlook signaling the emergence of full-blown banditry in the area. The herdsmen have systematized their attacks by using motorcycles and sophisticated weapons mostly AK47 gun and RPG's, thus moving away from the use of sticks, bow and arrow and other traditional weapons.[footnoteRef:92] [92:  Oral Interview with Abdullahi Shu'aibu, aged 29, at Dan-nakawabo, on 19 May, 2026] 

It is important to note that, Kankara Local Government witnessed uncountable attacks throughout two decades right from 2010-2025. The bandits attacks in the area has became day to day activities in which in a single week, the Local Government can experienced more than 20 attacks throughout the Local Government.[footnoteRef:93] The Kankara attacks add to the regular attacks in Kankara villages by various armed groups. The attacks over the past decade have led to thousands of deaths and the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people.[footnoteRef:94] [93:  Oral interview: Alhaji Idris Isah Dragon, 70 years, factory owner, his office at 'Yargoje, 21st May, 2026.]  [94:  Oral Interview with Abdullahi Shu'aibu, age 29, at Dannakawabo, on 19 May, 2026] 

Impact on Schools 
The first attack on schools in Kankara Local Government took place on 11 December, 2020, the Fulani attacked and kidnapped 546 children at Government Science Secondary School Kankara, a boarding school located in Kankara town.  Hundreds of Fulani gunmen riding on motorbikes stormed the boarding school at night around 10:45pm and 546 of the school children were taken away. On 15 December, 2020, Katsina State Government announced the closure of the school school, till date.
Between 2020-2026, banditry severely cripples educational development In Kankara Local Government causing mass schools closures which includes Government Science Secondary School Kankara, Government Secondary School Zango, Government Secondary School Mabai, Dan-sabau Model Primary School, Pauwa Model Primary School, Dan-murabu Model Primary School, Gurbi Model Primary School among others schools. Only very few of the students transferred to others schools to continue their studies while many dropout from the schools. For example, in primary schools in those affected areas only 22% of pupils were transferred to others schools while 75% dropout. To this end, it affected the educational development In Kankara Local Government and severe psychological trauma. The threat of kidnappings and violence forces schools to shut down, widens the gender and rural-urban education gap, and disrupts academic calendars, resulting in poor overall educational outcomes.
Lost of Animals
Banditry causes severe impacts on animals through widespread livestock theft, for example, on  Tuesday night of 21st May, 2012 thiefs stole fifteen cows and twenty sheeps in Kankara market, likewise in Saturday 25 May, 2012, bandits arrested the agents in the cattles side Yargoje market, seized ten cows, in 2014, bandits arrested and covered the ' Yar Tsamiyar Jino and Dan-sabau markets kidnapped many people and cattles which led lost of lives and animals.[footnoteRef:95] [95:  Oral interview: Kamilu Tukur Gundawa, 54 years, at Kankara market, 26 May, 2026.] 

From 2020-2026, stealing of Animals in Kankara Local Government markets like cows, sheeps and goats across the Local Government led to the closure of markets for Animals side only from 2023 to date by Katsina State Government, such markets includes Kankara market, Yargoje market, Dan-sabau market, Tsamiyar Jino market, Zango market, Ketare market among others still date. This closure of markets affected the socio-economic development of Kankara Local Government, Katsina State and Nigeria in general, this is because, the markets served as a sources of generating weekly, monthly and annual revenue for the Governments. There is also malnutrition from abandoned grazing routes, and habitat destruction in Kankara Local Government Area. These criminal activities, including the conversion of forests into hideouts, severely threatened the area food security and the livestock economy.
Impact of Banditry on Farmers
The displacement caused by armed banditry significantly impacts farmers' settlements, with many farmers being strongly affected, leading to abandonment of their homes and communities. Farmers were strongly affected by armed banditry, indicating that conflicts causes psychological distress, trauma, and anxiety among farmers. For insurance, farmers from some villages fled to Kankara town for security purposes, some of the farmers from the villages of Mabai, Biya, Katsalle, Zango, Dan-sabau, Pauwa, Tsamiyar Jino, Tsamiyar Daji, Burdugau, Bagoma, Gobirawa among others cannot go to their farms. It is on record that 60 farmers from Dan-nakwabo, Biya, Dan-marke were kidnapped in their farms in 2023.[footnoteRef:96] [96:  B U Farouk. & M. M Abdullahi, "The Impact of Armed Banditry and Kidnapping on Socio-Economic Activities", Case study of selected Local Governments Areas in Katsina State, Nigeria. International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Review, 2022, pp 23-25] 

Majority of these farmers could not be able to go to their farms and cultivate their farms products or agricultural products which caused by banditry.[footnoteRef:97] [97:   Ibid...p 26] 

The psychological toll on conflict- affected individuals, including farmers. Disruption of economic activities due to armed banditry. Banditry affected agricultural practices and income-generating activities of the farmers in Kankara Local Government. There is also consequences on agricultural productivity, marketing, trade, income reduction, and limited livelihood opportunities for conflict affected farmers. Access to basic amenities was hindered by armed bandilry.[footnoteRef:98] This limits services like water, healthcare, and education. Insecurity's adverse effect on basic amenities and rural community well-being. Armed bandits disrupted social infrastructure like schools, healthcare, and transportation, hindered social development.[footnoteRef:99] [98:  Ibid...pp 25-27]  [99:  Ibid...p 28] 

High Price of Commodities and Transportation.
Banditry in Kankara Local Government resulted to the increases of price of Commodities. Some areas that people cannot be able to cultivate their farms products which led to decrease in agricultural production and increases of the price of agricultural production. Not only agricultural products but also increased in the price of goods and services of all sectors.[footnoteRef:100] [100:  Oral interview: Malam Garba Shehu Musa, age 66, village head of Kankara, at his palace, Kankara town, 26 May, 2026.] 

There is also the increases of cost of transportation in the Local Government. Some areas are under bandits control while some areas are closed to bandits areas which unable and very difficult for people to visit and transport in those areas. Very few Okada riders, Napep riders and bus drivers can be able to carry passengers to and from those areas, very few drivers can go to the areas because it is very risky, the transport cost became higher because of the banditry.
For example, in 2010 the transport fee from Kankara town to Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa is #1000.00, while in between 2011-2014 is #3500.00. Between 2015-2020 due to increased of banditry in the area, the price increases from #3500.00 to #7000.00, while between 2015-2026, to get the Okada riders is very difficult, even you got it, it will cost at least # 15.000.00 -20.000.00, for now, the banditry activities is becoming a day to day activities. To this end, this has affected the socio-economic development of Kankara Local Government Area.[footnoteRef:101] [101:   Oral interview: Malam Garba Shehu Musa, age 66, village head of Kankara, at his palace, Kankara town, 26 May, 2026.] 

Kankara Community Security Copping Strategies.
Community security coping strategies are localized, proactive, and reactive actions including vigilante patrols, resource pooling, and social support networks designed to protect livelihoods and safety during crises. These measures, which often emphasize communal trust over state security, aim to foster resilience through economic adaptation, information sharing, and psychosocial support. Further, explore comprehensive strategies in Kankara Local Government.[footnoteRef:102] [102:  N Chikodiri & E Chukwuemeka, "Nomadic Pastoralism and Human Security: Towards a Collective Action against Herders-Farmers Crisis in Nigeria", AfriHeritage Research Working, 2019, pp 30-32
] 



Improved Information Flow.
Community intelligence involves gathering crucial information fromn local populations, which is often more reliable and timelier than external sources. In Kankara Local Government, the local communities, including village heads, farmers, and other residents, are familiar with the movements and activities of bandits. They usually have knowledge about the routes used by the criminals, their hideouts, and even their plans. For example, the people of Zango, Dan-sabau and Pauwa send their information and ideas concerning the bandits through Okada riders due to lack of mobile network in the areas. While communities of Ketare, Burdugau, Mabai, Gatakawa, Jaga, Madobai and Dan-nakwabo normally send any information through phone call or social media handle.[footnoteRef:103] [103:  Ibid...pp 33-37] 

This information proves invaluable for security agencies that work within the region, such as the Nigerian Army, the police and Katsina State Community Watch Corps, in pre empting attacks and planning counter-strategies. According to a respondent from Kankara LGA, "We know this land better than anyone, so we observe things outsiders might miss. For example, if we notice strangers gathering in the forest or unusual movement of cattle at night, we report it to the village head, who then informs the security personnel. It has helped them track down bandits several times". Several participants consistently highlighted this point.[footnoteRef:104] [104:  Ibid...pp 37-40] 

Enhanced Collaboration Between Security Forces and Communities.
A respondent stated that "We have regular meetings with the local security forces where we share what we have observed, like suspicious movements or people. This cooperation is why we have seen more targeted patrols and arrests. However, we also ask for their assurance to protect us from any backlash". From the foregoing assertion, it can be deduced that if the residents of those victims in Kankara  Local Government feel secure and confident that their information will be used effectively and that they will be protected from retaliation by bandits, they are more likely to contribute useful intelligence. In return, security forces are able conduct more targeted and efficient operations, avoiding unnecessary harm to innocent civilians and property.[footnoteRef:105] [105:  Kankara, I. S "Changing Nature of Kauraye Youth Group Activities in the Post Independent Katsina, Nigeria 1960-2013", 2020, pp 23-25] 

Increased Operational Efficiency.
 Through understanding how bandits interact with local communities or use certain routes and safe havens, security agencies have adjusted their operations accordingly, making them more effective. Instead of broad, generalized military interventions, community intelligence has allowed for precision strikes, which reduce collateral damage and increase the likelihood of successful outcomes. A respondent had this to say, "The soldiers, police and Katsina Community Watch Corps are now more focused in their operations. Before, they would just patrol without clear direction, but now, when we give them tips, they move directly to the bandits camps. Recently, they rescued hostages without harming the villagers nearby Burdugau."[footnoteRef:106] [106:  Ibid...pp 25-27] 

Timely Response to Threats.
With the help of local informants, security forces are now able to intercept bandits before they carry out their attacks. For example, in Dan-nakwabo , Mabai, Kankara, Kuka-sheka, Yargoje among others villages in Kankara, the timely dissemination of intelligence about the movement of armed groups or the location of hostages can allow security forces to act swiftly. rescuing hostages and preventing loss of life. This is buttressed by an assertion made by a respondent resident in Kankara LGA, "Just last month 14-18 May 2026, we heard that some bandits were planning to attack a neighboring villages of Kankara town, such as Tsauni, Dan-marke and Yargoje. We immediately informed the security officers. That night, they ambushed the bandits on their way to Malunfashi Local Government Area. Without that information, many lives could have been lost."
Psychological Impact on Bandits.
A respondent stated that "The bandits are now wary because they know we are watching. They used to move freely, even during the day, but now they are more cautious and often avoid our area. Some of them even leave entirely when they sense we are cooperating with the security forces. "From the foregoing assertion, now that bandits have realized that local communities are actively cooperating with security agencies, it has had a psychological impact on them.[footnoteRef:107] It has demoralized and destabilized their criminal operations, making it difficult for them to maintain control over territories. For example, in Dan-nakwabo, Mabai, Gatakawa, Jaga and Biya towns, when bandits arrived and arrested the people, later on, the bandits realized that some people are calling security officers, they left the areas without kidnapping anybody. This has led to a decline in their activities and their ability to terrorize local communities. The knowledge that their movements are being tracked and that the community is unwilling to tolerate their presence has discouraged bandits from carrying out further attacks.[footnoteRef:108] [107:  Oral interview: Abubakar Sani, Mai Unguwa, Victim, 67 years, at his resident in Gidan Daudu, 23 May, 2026]  [108:   Oral interview: Abubakar Sani, Mai Unguwa, Victim, 67 years, at his resident in Gidan Daudu, 23 May, 2026] 

Katsina State Government Security Copping Strategies.
Governor Dikko Radda established the Katsina State Community Watch Corps (KSCWC) in 2023 as part of his administration's cammunity-oriented approach to support the cfforts cf sccurity forces to fight against banditry in the State.
The tirst bach, inaugurated in 2023, comprised 2,300 corps selected from across
the 34 LGAs of the state. The Governor reinforced his commiment to fighting banditry, emphasising,
                                 This should not surprise amyone, as 22 aut of 34 Local Governments   in Katsina face severe security challenges. A group of seasoned senior securiy professionals who had retired from various national security agencies was established before my inauguration. I a'so spoke with actie security oficers io learn more about the siate 's perational security architecture and the dynamnics of insecurity.[footnoteRef:109] [109:  B Ajayi, Transforming Community Policing: Vigilante Groups as Predictive Security Agents. African Journal of Informal Policing, 8(2), 2022, pp 21-23
] 

In 2024, 550 personnel were chosen from ten IGAs, inchuding Funtua, Danja, Kurfi, Matazın, Musawa, Bakori, Charanchi, Malumfashi, Kafur and Dutsinma, to form the second batch of the KSCWC. This increased the total number of corps to above 2000. Ina fatal ambush in January 2025, 21 members of the KSCWC were killəd in Baure villaoe Safana while returning from naving condolences to the family of their deceased colleagues.[footnoteRef:110] [110:  Premium Times. How we Recruited 1,500 People to Fight Bandits - Katsina, Governor. Premium Times, 2025.] 

Suggestions To Address The Problems of Insecurity in Kankara Local Government 
 The Katsina State Government should introduce safety net programs, unemployment benefits and loans for small and medium enterprises (SMES), among others to reduce the socio-economic motives of banditry. Providing alternate, legitimate avenues of wealth creation can deter individuals from committing crimes. Furthermore, tightening border security, especially along the Nigeria-Niger Republic border, and deploying more security operatives to mitigate the crisis, along with sophisticated surveillance technologies to restrict the free movement of bandits and illegal arms. The state Government in collaboration with the Federal Government must implement stringent measures to curb the proliferation of small arms and light weapons. Policies should be aimed at disarmament initiatives and stricter firearm regulations to prevent SALW from falling into the hands of non-state actors such as bandits. Collaborations with regional bodies such as ECOWAS and neighbouring countries, including Niger Republic, to mitigate arms trafficking networks and share intelligence on their movements. Rehabilitation and sensitisation programs should also be created for youth. Lastly, there should be a transition to modernised ranching systems and the prohibition of open grazing in Kankara Local Government Area.[footnoteRef:111] [111:  B U Farouk, &  M M Abdullahi, "The Impact of Armed Banditry and Kidnapping on Socio-Economic Activities", Case study of selected Local Governments Areas in Katsina State, Nigeria. International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Review, 2022, pp 43-45] 

Since banditry undermines various aspects of human security, a multisectoral approach is needed. Firstly, the State Government should increase expenditure in agricultural activities to support farmers and restore livelihoods displaced by banditry attacks. 
Secondly, the healthcare sector needs restoration by investment in hospitals, emergency services and trauma counselling for victims should be done to help with psychological trauma. 
Thirdly, community dialogue, support for local inclusivity should be done to rebuild trust and foster social cohesion.
Finally, sustainable land use policies should be implemented, alongside promoting modernised agricultural practices.[footnoteRef:112] [112:  M.A. Dansarai, "Education, Society and Progress in Katsina State: Past, Present and the Future"" in Tsiga, Spectrum Books Ltd, 1997, pp 104-111.] 

In conclusion, interagency collaboration among Nigeria's security agencies will build a vibrant intelligence sharing and support network to facilitate the speedy identification and mitigation of national security threats, improving resporse effectiveness. Lastly, civil-military relations should be improved to strengthen trust between local communities and security agents.[footnoteRef:113] [113:  Ibid...pp 111-120.] 













Conclusion 
The violent clashes between Farmers and Herders along the border areas of Kankara Local Government in Katsina State and Tsafe Local Government Area of Zamfara state as observed greatly affect the socio-economic and political stability of Kankara Local Government. From the preceding analysis, Katsina State is the second most ravaged by banditry after Zamfara state in Nigeria. 
The kidnapping of Kankara school children marked a turning point in the activities of Bandits across the area. The kidnapping of the school children greatly affect children education in Kankara and other neighboring areas in the North-West. However, the kidnapping of the school children indicates a significant shift in the conflict between the herders and Fulani pastoralist in the area. As observed several factors over the years have contributed in heightening the conflict in the area. The state efforts in employing both Kinetic and None-Kinetic approach to the only succeeded in rescuing the school children. The ransom paid further help in escalating the violence of the bandits against the Kankara Local Government and Katsina State populace.
 Armed bandits are becoming more sophisticated in strength, tactics and connections. It is no longer doubted that the gangs have trans-national networks with similar gangs across different parts of the West African sub-region. This is demonstrated with the contacts and connections with different terrorist organizations within and outside Kankara Local Government, Katsina State and the country. In 2021, the bandits celebrated a decade (2011-2021) of unabated and irrational acts of cattle ustling, maiming of innocent souls, kidnapping and gender based violence. They have grounded the once prosperous rural economy and subjected the masses social penury. A lot of energy, time and resources were invested by both state and non- state actors in the fight against rural banditry. Unfortunately, the more the efforts, the stronger and deadlier they become, due to the involvement of multiple 'invisible factors and actors' benefiting from the conflict. Interestingly, Nigerian security agencies are now addressing these rural terrors 'in the best language they understand'. The new approach to rural insecurity if maintained and sustained will crush the ranks of these bandits. Already, some of the bandits have started succumbing to military pressure, some of the gangs pleading and calling for negotiation.
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