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ABSTRACT 
The study is a replicated cross-sectional study conducted at three State Agricultural Universities (SAUs) in North India in 2024-25. In each of the SAUs, a sample of 300 undergraduate students were selected after obtaining their consent. A standardized Peer-Support-Need scale was used to collect the data. Results revealed that the majority of students “frequently” felt the need for support in educational, social, and emotional domains of Peer-Support. Students perceived a strong need for Peer-Support in the social area, followed by the educational and emotional areas. Duncan Multiple range test revealed statistically significant difference existed across three State Agricultural Universities. 
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INTRODUCTION 
A “Peer” is someone with comparable social or demographic traits and is viewed as an equal.  Peer support is a process in which individuals facing similar experiences provide and receive assistance based on shared understanding, respect, and a sense of empowerment (Mead et al 2001). The positive impact of peer support extends across various demographics, including university students. Results of the research study by Winzer et al (2018) indicated that enhancing students' mental health and well-being, in addition to their personal growth, also benefits educational institutions and society at large. As such, it is essential to examine the role of peer support programs as a key resource in helping students manage the challenges of higher education while safeguarding their mental well-being.  Pant (2022) highlighted the benefits of peer support for junior and senior students and found it essential to extend this practice to more students. Shao et al (2024) explored the influence of peer relationships on junior high school students’ academic performance, using the self-system model of motivational development as its guiding framework. A study was conducted to examine the effect of peer relationships on the academic performance of HEZE University. A random sample of 300 undergraduates was taken and analysed using statistical methods. In general, research indicates that peer support contributes to improved mental well-being, including increased happiness, self-esteem, and adaptive coping skills, and contributes to lowering levels of depression, loneliness, and anxiety.  Both individualized and group-based peer support led to improved mental health with positive outcomes. The present study is a replication of earlier study  conducted ten years earlier in one of the state agricultural universities to explore the timely changes in the felt need of students in studying in the state agricultural universities. To study and compare the differences in the need for peer support across  state agricultural universities, the following objectives were framed: 1) To compare the Socio-personal profile of the students; 2) To compare the need for peer support in educational, social, and emotional areas among undergraduates studying in State Agricultural Universities (North Zone).
Participants: The respondents in the study were undergraduate students studying in State   
                    Agricultural Universities (North Zone)

Measure: Initially a Socio Personal profile of undergraduate students of three state agricultural universities were assessed and compared.  A standardized scale on Peer-Support-Need (Kanwar et al 2025) was used to collect the data. The scale consisted of 49 statements categorized into three areas, namely Educational, Social, and Emotional. 
Statistical Analysis : Frequencies and Duncan Multiple range test was used to analyse and interpret the data
Procedure: The present study is a replication of earlier study  conducted ten years earlier in one of the state agricultural universities to explore the timely changes across gender and location in the felt need of students studying in the State Agricultural Universities.
 
RESULTS and DISCUSSION
The data in the table 1 indicated that large proportion (49.6 %) in SAU1, 61.3 per cent in SAU2, and 52.3 per cent of undergraduate students in SAU3, were in the age range of 18-20 years, followed by 45 per cent in SAU1 , in SAU2 (26.3 %) and in SAU3, 23.6 per cent fall in 16-18 years of age group,  In the age group of 20-22 years, 4.3 per cent were from SAU1, 12 per cent from SAU2 and 21.6 per  cent from SAU3. Only 2.3 per cent from SAU3 were in the age group of 22-24 years followed by 1  percent SAU1 and 0.3 per cent from SAU2 and belonged to 22-24 years of age group. Among all the  groups majority of the students in all of the three agricultural universities fall in the category of 18-20 years. Results regarding schooling of the students indicated that in SAU 1 79 per cent SAU2,  78.3 per cent and in SAU3, 80 per cent studied in private schools. In SAU1, 21 per cent studied in Public schools and almost equal proportion in SAU2 (21.6 %) and 20 per cent from SAU3 studied in  Public schools. It may be concluded that majority of the students passed out of Public Schools. 
In SAU 1, results about Fathers’ Education indicated that comparatively large proportion i.e  27.3 percent and 26.3 per cent of respondents’ fathers were graduates and studied upto senior  secondary level respectively followed by postgraduate fathers(19.6%). Fathers’ proportion was 13.3  per cent who studied up to high school, 7.6 per cent fathers studied up to middle school, 3.6 per cent  studied up to primary level and 2 per cent fathers were illiterate. In SAU2, again the large proportion 37.6 per cent respondents’ fathers were graduates, followed by 21.6 per cent of fathers studied till  senior secondary level, 16.3 per cent fathers were postgraduates, 9 per cent fathers studied up to  middle school, 8.6 per cent fathers studied up to high school, 3.3 per cent of fathers were educated  upto primary level only and same proportion of fathers (3.3%) were illiterates. In SAU3, large proportion (39.6 %) of fathers’ level of education was graduation followed by postgraduates (28%), 17 per cent fathers studied till senior secondary, 7.3 per cent of fathers studied up to high school and  small proportions 3.6 percent and 3 percent fathers studied up to middle school and primary level, and very small proportion, 1.3 per cent fathers were illiterates. Overall results indicated that large proportion of fathers’ maximum level of education was graduation. 
Data figures in table 1 regarding education level of mothers’ indicated that in SAU 1, results are almost similar to that of fathers’ education like graduate mothers (27 %) were more in number  followed by mothers (25.3%) who studied up to senior secondary level then17.6 per cent were  postgraduates, 14.6 per cent were studied up to high school, 8 per cent studied up to middle level, 5.6  per cent were studied up to primary and only 1.6 per cent mothers were illiterate, whereas in SAU2, 
 Table 1: Per cent distribution of undergraduate students as per their Socio-Personal Characteristics 


	Socio-personal characteristics 
	Percent Distribution

	
	SAU 1 
(n=300)
	SAU2 
(n=300)
	SAU3 
(n=300)

	Age (years) 
	16-18 
	45.0 
	26.3 
	23.6

	
	18-20 
	49.6 
	61.3 
	52.3

	
	20-22 
	4.3 
	12.0 
	21.6

	
	22-24 
	1.0 
	0.3 
	2.3

	Gender 
	Female 
	50.0 
	50.0 
	50.0

	
	Male 
	50.0 
	50.0 
	50.0

	School Type 
	Government 
	21.0 
	21.6 
	20.0

	
	Private 
	79.0 
	78.3 
	80.0

	Father's  
Education
	Illiterate 
	2.0 
	3.3 
	1.3

	
	Primary 
	3.6 
	3.3 
	3.0

	
	Middle 
	7.6 
	9.0 
	3.6

	
	High 
	13.3 
	8.6 
	7.3

	
	Senior Secondary 
	26.3 
	21.6 
	17.0

	
	Graduate 
	27.3 
	37.6 
	39.6

	
	Postgraduate 
	19.6 
	16.3 
	28.0

	Mother's  
Education
	Illiterate 
	1.6 
	3.0 
	1.3

	
	Primary 
	5.6 
	4.3 
	2.0

	
	Middle 
	8.0 
	11.0 
	4.6

	
	High 
	14.6 
	16.6 
	6.6

	
	Senior Secondary 
	25.3 
	28.3 
	24.6

	
	Graduate 
	27.0 
	26.6 
	33.3

	
	Postgraduate 
	17.6 
	10.0 
	27.3

	Father's  
Occupation
	Labour 
	6.0 
	3.3 
	2.6

	
	Farmer 
	28.3 
	42.3 
	6.0

	
	Private 
	12.0 
	16.0 
	17.6

	
	Government 
	31.6 
	23.0 
	48.3

	
	Self-employed 
	9.6 
	10.0 
	11.3

	
	Business 
	12.3 
	5.3 
	14.0

	Mother's  
Occupation
	Homemakers 
	74.3 
	80.3 
	67.6

	
	Private 
	11.3 
	10.3 
	14.0

	
	Government 
	14.3 
	9.3 
	18.3



Mothers who studied up to the senior secondary level were more (28.3%), followed by graduate mothers (26.6%). 16.6 percent of mothers studied up to high school, 11 percent up to middle level, 10 percent were postgraduates, 4.3 percent studied up to primary, and only 3 percent of mothers were illiterate. In SAU3, a large proportion (33.3%) of mothers were graduates followed by postgraduate mothers (27.3%) then 24.6 per cent of mothers studied up to senior secondary, 6.6 per cent studied up to high school, 4.6 per cent studied up to middle level, 2 per cent studied up to primary and only 1.3 per cent mothers were illiterate. Overall results indicated that in SAU1 and SAU3 majority of mothers were graduates.
Father’s Occupation results in table 1 indicated that comparatively large proportion (31.6%) of fathers were working in government sector, followed by farmers (28.3%) and almost equal  proportions 12% and 12.3 % were in private service and business respectively. Only 9.6 per cent were self-employed and 6 per cent were labourers. Whereas, in SAU2, large proportion 42.3 per cent of fathers were farmers followed by fathers (23%) working in government service. 16 per cent were engaged in private sector and 10 per cent were self-employed, only 5.3 per cent were engaged in business and 3.3 per cent were engaged in labour activity. In SAU3, 48.3 per cent of fathers were working in government service, 17.6 per cent were engaged in private sector, 14 per cent were engaged in business, 11.3 per cent were self-employed, 6 per cent were farmers and only 2.6 per cent were engaged in labour activity. Overall results indicated that 34.3 per cent of fathers were working in government service, only 25.5 per cent were farmers, 15.2 per cent were engaged in private sector, 10.5 per cent were engaged in business, 10.3 per cent were self-employed, and only 4 per cent were labourers. 
[bookmark: _Hlk231207995]Results about mothers' occupation indicated that in SAU1, 74.3 per cent of mothers were homemakers, 14.3 per cent of mothers were working in the government sector, and only 11.3 per cent were in the private sector. In SAU2, it was found that 80.3 per cent of mothers were homemakers, 10.3 per cent of mothers were involved in the private sector, and 9.3 per cent of mothers were working in the government sector. In SAU3, 67.6 per cent of mothers were homemakers, 18.3 per cent of mothers were in the government sector, and 14 per cent of mothers were engaged in the private sector. Overall results indicated that a large proportion of mothers were homemakers, followed by mothers working in the government sector and small proportion of mothers was engaged in private sector.  
[bookmark: _Hlk231201951]Percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Educational, Social and Emotional areas, among undergraduate students of SAUs 
 Educational area
Results of percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Educational area among undergraduate students of SAUs (Table 2) indicated that at SAU1, comparatively large proportion of students (47.67%) perceived frequent need of peer support in educational area followed by “always” need (30.33%), “occasional” need (18.33%) and “rare” need (3.67%). Similar results were found at SAU2 where students who “frequently” (52%) needed the support from their peers were comparatively more, followed by the students who “always” needed the support of their peers then 16.67 per cent of students perceived “occasional” need and only 4 percent perceived “rare” need of the support from their peers in education area. At SAU3 also, large proportion of students (49.67%) expressed “frequent” need of the support from their peers but followed by the students who were perceiving “occasional” need (24.67%) and those who “always”  (21.67%) felt the need of the support from their peers.
[bookmark: _Hlk231280312]Table2: Percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Educational area among undergraduate students of SAUs 
	Area 
	Extent of Peer Support-Need
	SAU1 n=300
	SAU2 n=300
	SAU3 n=300

	
	
	f 
	% 
	f 
	% 
	f
	%

	Educational 
	Always 
	91 
	30.33 
	82 
	27.33 
	65 
	21.67

	
	Frequently 
	143 
	47.67 
	156 
	52.00 
	149 
	49.67

	
	Occasionally 
	55 
	18.33 
	50 
	16.67 
	74 
	24.67

	
	Rarely 
	11 
	3.67 
	12 
	4.00 
	12 
	4.00


On comparing the extent of need in Educational area (fig:2) across three state agricultural universities it was found that the proportion of students who “always” perceived the need of support from their peers were more at SAU1 (30.33%) as compared to students at SAU2 (27.33%) and SAU3 (21.67%). Majority of students who expressed “frequent” need of peer support were at SAU2 (52%) whereas, almost half of the proportion at SAU3(49.67%) and 47.67 percent of students at SAU1. Students were more in number who perceived “occasional” need of the Peer Support at SAU3 (24.67%) followed by SAU1 (18.33%) and SAU2 (16.67%). The proportion of respondents who “rarely” needed peer-support in all of the three institutes SAU1, SAU2 and SAU3 were very small (3.67%, 4% , and 4% respectively).

Fig2: Percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Educational area among undergraduate students of SAUs

From the results it is clearly reflected that students “frequently” needed the support of their peers. From the data it may be inferred that   students at SAU1, who “always” needed peer-support in educational area were more than students at SAU2 and SAU3, whereas at SAU2 more number of students “frequently” perceived the need of peer- support and at SAU3 more number of students “occasionally” perceived the need of the peer-support than students at SAU1 and SAU2 for their educational related activities. 
Social area 
[bookmark: _Hlk231803118]Results of percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Social area among undergraduate students of SAUs presented under (Table 3 and Fig3). Data figures in Table 3 showed that at SAU1, majority of students (51.0%) perceived “frequent” need of peer support followed by students who “always” perceived the need (30.33%), “occasional” need (15.0%) and “rare” need (3.67%). Again similar results were found at SAU2, here also majority of students (55%) “frequently” needed the support from their peers followed by the students who perceived “always” (15.0%) and “rare” need (3.67%) of peer-support. 
[bookmark: _Hlk231286069]Table3 :   Percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Social area among 
                undergraduate students of SAUs
	Area 
	Extent of Peer Support-Need
	SAU1 n=300
	SAU2 n=300
	SAU3 n=300

	
	
	f 
	% 
	f
	% 
	f 
	%

	Social 
	Always 
	91 
	30.33 
	65 
	21.67 
	55 
	18.33

	
	Frequently 
	153 
	51.00 
	165 
	55.00 
	140 
	46.67

	
	Occasionally 
	45 
	15.00 
	62 
	20.67 
	86 
	28.67

	
	Rarely 
	11 
	3.67 
	8 
	2.67 
	19 
	6.33


Again similar results were found at SAU2, here also majority of students (55%) “frequently” needed the support from their peers followed by the students who were “always” in the need of peer-support then students with “occasional” need (16.67%) and only 4 percent perceived a “rare” need of the support in social area. At SAU3 though the majority was not there but large proportion of students (46.67%) expressed “frequent” need of the Support from their peers. Students who perceived an “occasional” need were comparatively more (28.67%) than those who “always” (18.33%) perceived need of the support from their peers. 
On comparing the extent of perceived need in Social area (fig:3) across three state agricultural universities it was found that the proportion of respondents who “always” perceived the need of peer support was more at SAU1 (30.33%) as compared to respondents at SAU2 (21.67%) and SAU3 (18.33%). The proportion of respondents who felt “frequent” need of peer-support was more at SAU2  (55%) as compared to SAU1 (51 %) and SAU3 (46.67%).

Fig3: Percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Social area among undergraduate students of SAUs

In the category of “occasional” need, proportion of respondents at SAU3 (28.67%) was more as compared to SAU2 (20.67%) and SAU1 (15%). At SAU3, the proportions of students in social area  were comparatively more (6.33%) who felt “rare” need of peer-support than number of students at  SAU1 (3.67%), SAU2 (2.67%).
 Similar results as in educational area was found at all of the institutes that large number of students expressed “frequent” need of the Peer-Support. Another conclusion was  also drawn that after major proportion fall in “frequent” category of need, the next  large proportion consisted of students in SAU1 and SAU2 who “always” felt the need for Peer-Support, whereas in SAU3  the next large proportion of students felt “occasional” need of peer-support in Social area.  Overall results led to the conclusion that at SAU1 &SAU2 students strongly needed peer support in the Social area in comparison to the students at SAU3.
Emotional area
Results of percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Emotional area among undergraduate students of SAUs presented in (Table 4). Data figures indicated that at SAU1, comparatively, the number of students (36.67%) perceived “frequent” need of peer support were slightly higher than the students who “always” perceived the need (34.33%), with “occasional” need (24.0%) and with “rare” need (5.0%). 
Table4: Percentage comparison of Need for Peer-Support in Emotional area among undergraduate students of SAUs
	Area 
	Extent of Peer Support-Need
	SAU1 n=300
	SAU2 n=300
	SAU3 n=300

	
	
	f 
	% 
	f 
	% 
	F 
	%

	Emotional 
	Always 
	103 
	34.33 
	65 
	21.67 
	64 
	21.33

	
	Frequently 
	110 
	36.67 
	139 
	46.33 
	122 
	40.67

	
	Occasionally 
	72 
	24.00 
	83 
	27.67 
	85 
	28.33

	
	Rarely 
	15 
	5.00 
	13 
	4.33 
	29 
	9.67



Similar to the findings at SAU1, large proportion of students (46.33%) at SAU2 also, “frequently” needed the support from their peers but followed by the students with “occasional” need (27.67%) and then the students who “always” perceived the need of peer-support (21.67%) and only 4.33 percent perceived “rare” need of the support in emotional area. Again at SAU3, the large proportion of students (40.67%) “frequently” needed the support from their peers followed by the students with “occasional” need (28.33%) and then the students who were “always” in the need of peer-support  (21.33%) and only 9.67 percent perceived “rare” need of the support in emotional area (Findings  similar to the result findings at  SAU2). 
On comparing the extent of need in emotional area (fig:4) across three State Agricultural Universities, it was found that in Emotional area, the number of respondents who “always” perceived  the need of peer-support were more at SAU1 (34.33%) as compared to their counterparts at SAU2  (21.67%) and SAU3 (21.33%), whereas, number of respondents perceiving frequent need of peer support were more (46.33%) at  SAU2 as compared to SAU3 (40.67%) and SAU1 (36.67%).  Almost equal proportion of respondents at SAU3 (28.33%) & SAU2 (27.67%) , whereas, at SAU1 (24%) comparatively less number of students perceived an “occasional” need of peer-support. In the category of “rare” need of peer-support, the proportions  were very small at SAU3 (9.67%), SAU2 (4.33%) and SAU1 (5%).  Overall results indicated that the proportion of respondents at SAU1 “always” perceived need of peer support was large as compared to respondents at SAU2 and SAU3. In the frequent need category, the majority of respondents were at SAU2 as compared to SAU1 and SAU3. In the category of “occasional” need, at SAU3 the respondents were more as compared to their counterparts at SAU2 and SAU1. In the category of “rare” need of peer-support, the proportions were small and similar at SAU1& SAU2 but at  SAU3 though the proportion of undergraduate students is small but it is comparatively more. 
Duncan  multiple range test for clarity and specificity in the result prediction was applied



Table 5: Comparison of three state agricultural universities across different areas of Peer-Support-Need using Duncan Multiple Range Test  
	Areas
	SAU1
	SAU2
	SAU3
	Total
	F value

	
	Mean 
	±S.D.
	Mean
	±S.D.
	Mean
	±S.D.
	Mean
	±S.D.
	

	Educational 
	38.79a 
	11.61 
	38.65a 
	10.43 
	36.21b 
	11.11 
	37.88 
	11.11 
	5.142**

	Social 
	49.69a 
	14.23 
	47.44b 
	12.46 
	43.90c 
	14.58 
	47.01 
	13.98 
	13.457**

	Emotional 
	38.22a 
	13.39 
	36.31a 
	11.47 
	33.80b 
	13.42 
	36.11 
	12.91 
	9.003**

	Overall 
	126.69a 
	34.28 
	122.41a 
	28.86 
	113.91b 
	34.12 
	121.00 
	32.91 
	12.015**


** Significance at 1% level of significance a,b,c are Duncan multiple range values  
and the results indicated that in the educational area, the mean scores of undergraduate students at SAU1 (ms=38.79) and SAU2 (ms=38.65) were similar, whereas the mean score of undergraduate students at SAU3 (ms=36.21) was comparatively lower. The results found to be statistically significant at 1% level. In other words, at SAU1 and SAU2, students felt similar peer-support needs in the educational area but differed significantly (p≤0.01) from students at SAU3. In emotional area again, students at SAU1 and SAU2 are similar in their need for Peer- Support and significantly differ from their counterparts studying at SAU3, whereas, in social area, the mean scores of students in all of the three universities were comparatively higher than the mean scores in educational and emotional areas. Mean scores in social area at SAU1 were 49.69, at SAU2;47.44 & at SAU3;43.9, which were significantly different. Findings also reflected that students from SAU1 felt more need for social support from their peers than  SAU2 & SAU3. It is concluded that out of three state agricultural university students at SAU1 felt more need for support from their peers, followed by students at SAU2 and then students at SAU3. Out of three areas, students perceived more need for Peer-Support in Social area than in educational and emotional area.
CONCLUSION
It is concluded that the replicated Cross-Sectional study across the areas of peer support need reproduced the similar results that majority of students in state agricultural universities, “frequently” needed peer-support in educational, Social and Emotional area .  Result of mean differences indicated that students at SAU1 perceived more support from their peers in all of the three areas, Overall results also indicated that out of three areas, students perceived strong need of Peer-Support in social area followed by educational and then emotional area.
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EDUCATIONAL AREA

SAU1	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	30.3	47.67	18.329999999999998	3.67	SAU2	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	27.33	52	16.670000000000002	4	SAU3	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	21.67	49.67	24.67	4	

Extent of  perceived need  for Peer -Support 



PERCENT 




SOCIAL AREA
SAU1	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	30.33	51	15	3.67	SAU2	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	21.67	55	20.67	2.67	SAU3	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	18.329999999999998	46.67	28.67	6.33	 Extent of perceived need for Peer Support

PERCENT



EMOTIONAL   AREA
SAU1	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	34.33	36.67	24	5	SAU2	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	21.67	46.33	27.67	4.33	SAU3	ALWAYS	FREQUENT	OCCASSIONAL	RARE	21.33	40.67	28.33	9.67	
PERCENT 



