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Abstract
This is a content analytical study of environmental underrepresentation of Niger Delta crisis from 2020-2025 as covered by Guardian and Punch Newspaper. The work was anchored on framing theory. Code sheet was used to curate the selected editions of the newspapers. The variables measured were frequencies of news reporting of environmental issues in Niger Delta, News sources and tone of coverage of environmental pollution and issues presentation of havoc on the region. Examining two prominent Nigerian newspapers, “The Guardian and Punch” from 2020-2025, selected editions of constructive weeks. The study revealed lack of in-depth coverage by the national dailies. There was conspicuous existence of superficial reporting that plagues the Nigerian media as seen by the new headlines investigated. Ironically, the print media reports clearly show an underrepresentation of the burning issues affecting this region. Despite the significance of the environmental crisis, it appeared the editors were not interested regarding issues that deplete agricultural potency a major source of livelihood  of the people in this region whose major occupation domicile in farming for survival. The study x-rayed the media tone adopted in reportage which often reflects sensationalism and neutral, rather than critical and investigative. This inquiry contributes immensely to the distinct understanding of media role in shaping the perception of the public, specifically on environmental issues in Nigeria. Critical highlight of this work showcased the need for more in-depth investigation on environmental issues in Nigeria. The findings are true reflection of grave consequences for investigative journalism lapses or extinction. It could also mean that there seem to be obvious lapses in competent reporters who should be in the frontline of bringing stakeholders to the burning issues in this rich oil producing region. Again, there is a policy issue that should be addressed as this region has remained perpetually ignored by governments of this Country. policy-making and environmental advocacy in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION
The Niger Delta region is the oil producing State that feeds the entire Nigerians. It is one of the richest regions in Nigeria in terms of oil and natural resources. But over the years, it has become known more for its environmental problems than its wealth. There are different incidents of oil spillage, gas flaring, and pollution which have damaged the land, rivers, and air, making life very difficult for the people there to survive. Farmers cannot grow crops like before, fishermen are losing their source of income, and many people are getting sick from living in such a polluted environment. The soils of the Niger Delta region are fast losing their fertility and capacity for sustainable agriculture due to the acidification of the soils by the various pollutants associated with gas flaring in the area (Orimoogunje, Ayanlade, Akinkuolie and Odiong, 2010).
In situations like this, the media is expected to play an essential role. The media should inform the public, report the truth, and draw attention to these problems so that the government, oil companies, and other stakeholders can act. However, it seems that the media’s coverage of the environmental issues in the Niger Delta is not always strong or consistent. Sometimes these important stories are not given enough attention. Other times, they are reported in a way that does not fully explain the seriousness of the situation (Baron & Davis, 2000).
Since the media play a vital role of shaping public opinion, putting pressure on decision makers, and raising awareness should be a consistent effort in the Nigerian media. Yet, newspapers like The Guardian, and This Day, even with owners from the Niger Delta region have not prioritized the environmental crises in their reportage (Nigerian Journal of Oil and Gas Technology, (3)1.
Building on this understanding, this study examines how The Guardian and Punch reported on Niger Delta environmental issues between 2020 and 2025. The findings reveal quite a limited number of articles on the Niger Delta environmental crisis across the span of five years with most of the article adopting a negative tone that highlights the ongoing harm but lacks sustained follow-up. These articles are considered very few in comparison to the number of articles on other issues, specifically political events. For example, there is an estimate of 80-170 articles on the Niger Delta crisis from Guardian and Punch newspapers altogether, however, there is a calculated estimate of over a thousand articles on election seasons, party primaries and election scandals. Sources cited are mostly NGOs, community leaders, and activists, while the central players, such as oil companies, are largely missing from the conversations.
The minimal and unbalanced media coverage weakens the public’s understanding and the urgent push needed to address the crisis. As Woodruff (1996) notes, media advocacy can be a powerful tool for social change, but that potential remains largely untapped in Nigeria’s environmental reporting. This study therefore calls for more frequent, balanced, and investigative reporting to ensure that the Niger Delta’s environmental challenges receive the attention they urgently deserve.
Statement of the Problem
Niger Delta has endured perennial years of environmental pollution, oil degradation and chaotic pipeline vandalism and neglect by the various government. Despite these issues, and the consequences that follow, the media coverage of these health consequences remains under-covered, inconsistent and politically influenced. This points to the inadequacy of the media in fulfilling their duties to the state. It is the media`s responsibility to provide well-represented information, spread public awareness, and ensure that people are held accountable for their actions regardless of the position they hold.
The issue of inadequate media representation in the Niger Delta environmental crisis is rooted in the fact that there is limited presence of ample empirical research in the media exploring the pattern, nature and impacts of this ongoing ecological crisis. Despite the region suffering decades of environmental degradation from oil exploration activities, and the estimation of 9-13 million barrels of oil spilled thereby contaminating the environment for over 50 years (UNDP,2006), and the ongoing gas flaring that accounts for 40% of Africa`s total (World Bank, 2022), it is astonishing how there exists a very low scholarly and media attention to this human issues.
This study seeks to interrogate the media representations of environmental realities in Niger Delta, whose interests dominate the narratives that exist of the issues, and the future consequences this hold for environmental justice and sustainable development in Nigeria. Investigate the extent of regularity of the reporting of environmental issues in Nigeria Delta. Analyse the overriding frames used towards environmental crisis in Niger Delta. Identify the presentation tone used by the media in reporting environmental degradation in Niger Delta.
Significance of Study
This study is significant as it is pivotal in constantly examining how environmental communication in Nigeria are reported by the media who are supposed to play the watchdog role on issues that bother on the generality of the public. It behooves on the media to carry out surveillance on issues of oil spillage causing havoc in Niger Deltan terrain. This inquiry focus should help policy makers in attending to critical issues affecting ordinary Nigerians. Sadly, environmental communication essentially should play a repair role to the myriads of damages caused by pollution and environmental degradation in the Niger Delta region. It aimed to understand if Nigerian newspapers are giving these important issues the attention they deserve, and how that in turn affects government action and public sensitization.
Ethical Consideration and Limitations of the Study
This study is based on the content analysis of newspaper articles published in public space. Since the study relies heavily on secondary data, there were no direct interactions with human subjects. As such, there was no opportunity to request formal ethical approval to this information. Nevertheless, ethical consideration was taken to ensure the acknowledgement of all the sources, and the presentation of the analysis in a balanced and unbiased way.
One of the limitations of this study is the small sample size, only 13 articles from two newspapers over five years. While this gave useful insight, it does not fully represent the entire Nigerian media landscape. This study focused on Punch and The Guardian newspapers due to their national reach and reputation, but other media outlets might have offered different perspectives or levels of coverage. It is essential to note that while the 13 articles may be too limited to generalize, the focus is not on statistical representation, but to explore the matter which the crisis is framed in the media. 
Another limitation is the subjectivity of content analysis. Although efforts were made to code the articles consistently, interpretation can still vary. Additionally, the study only examined print media, and did not take into context, traditional broadcast media such as radio and television including online media, which are major news sources for Nigerians.
Nevertheless, the highlights are significant patterns in the coverage of the environmental crises in the Niger Delta as captured by the dailies analyses.  It opens more doors for further research that could involve a wider range of media sources and possible interviews with journalists or editors to better understand the decision behind environmental reporting.
LITERATURE REVIEW
This section engages various existing research and theories related to media coverage on environmental crisis in Niger Delta. It examined how news reporting affects environmental development, policy development and public perception of critical issues in Nigeria. This agenda setting theory is associated with the media’s ability to influence public perception by spotlighting certain issues and controlling what the audience deems important. Balkin (1999) and Azekome (2008) contend that the media can strategically place environment-related issues on the national agenda through focusing on intensive national coverage. Unfortunately, these functions are influenced by several factors including prevailing economic circumstances and infrastructural capacity, structural barriers, (such as peculiar circumstances found in Nigeria’s Niger Delta region), and they all weaken this functionality (Owolabi, 2014). Consequently, agenda setting focused on environmental issues is constrained by these contextual realities. Media coverage includes the methods and processes of reporting environmental issues, including features, editorials, and other forms designed to inform as well as to educate. According to Owolabi and O’Neill (2013), the Nigerian media has for a long time served as a watchdog and exposed environmental injustices as well as corruption. However, media coverage these days is primarily focused on serving urban elites, to the neglect of rural populations who are often the victims of environmental degradation and neglect due to impoverished and cursory reporting. The term as such is associated with the declining state of the environment, which results from pollution, exploitation of natural resources, and a number of activities termed as destructive. Such degradation corresponds strongly with the Niger Delta area, which is noted as an area of rich biodiversity and ecocultural focus. Media advocacy concerning these problems is extremely useful in drawing the desired attention and activating the needed interest towards advocacy. Nonetheless, as noted with the case of the Niger Delta, with many languages spoken and so little available infrastructure, there is no way to reach all the target audiences, thus affecting the media’s attempt at solving ecological problems (Owolabi, 2014). Environmental activism refers to actions taken to conserve the natural environment, solve ecological injustices, and create awareness on the issue, participatory solicitation of policies, and mobilization of social campaigns. Wilson (1997), as well as Kalejaye et al. (2006), put forth the use of imagination by arguing that to achieve set goals, indigenous forms of communications need to be employed—such as oral poetry and songs, and even local leaders. This could assist in attaining media objectives in places like the Niger Delta which are referred to as multicultural. As such, fostering such community media can help advance environmental activism by linking the discussions on the issues to the actual situations on the ground. Gregory Bateson proposed the idea of framing for the first time in 1972. Psychological frames, which function as a type of metacommunication, are described by him as a "spatial and temporary limiting of collection of interacting signals" (Bateson, 1972, p. 197) (Hallahan, 2008). Thinking on news items and story material in the context of well-known events is referred to as framing. The practice of framing is like that of defining an agenda, but it broadens the scope of the research by concentrating on the core concerns at hand rather than on a single subject. According to Mass Communication Theory (Online), 2017's definition of framing theory, the media first draws attention to specific occurrences before contextualizing them.
Journalists choose news articles based on a variety of criteria, including news values, editorial guidelines, and interactions with society’s upper class. These elements create the framework. Framing has a significant impact on how the public is introduced to the specific issue and how they see it because of the interplay between the media and public preconceptions. The underlying premise is that Nigerian media simply reflect the social environment in which they function. According to the press's social responsibility mandate, it must promote good social behavior while also denouncing bad behavior when covering society.
The ability to obtain information is essential for the newspaper framing of public interest problems in Nigeria, which is in turn influenced by the extent of coverage provided to such concerns. Due to the way issues are reported, there is a risk that the Nigerian press won't be able to fulfil its responsibility to hold public officials accountable to the public and to expose concerns to the public from all angles as they emerge.Due to the values media place on the educational sector, both conventional and how the new media in Nigeria are serving as potent tools for shaping public perception and growth of education. 
According to Njoku, (2012) the media in playing its watchdog role in society, they relay information that shapes the opinion of the masses. The pattern of media framing of issues in Nigeria tends to inform the aggregate thought and opinion held by observers who depend on the media for up-to-date information; hence, there is the belief that news framing has misleading undertones. 
Information is recognized as a component of empowerment and participation in development. The traditional role of the media to facilitate the exchange of information, educate and enlighten the citizens has long been identified as very crucial. The media also functions to keep the citizens abreast of developments, expose them to new ideas, and serve as a veritable platform for them to contribute to the quality of government’s policy, and to the good governance of the nation. According to Suleiman, (2018).
It was emphasized that access to information is essential for newspaper conceptualization of public interest problems in Nigeria, which is in turn influenced by the extent of coverage given to such concerns. The nature of the issue creates a situation where in the Nigerian press's ability to keep the government accountable to the people while also presenting issues in viewpoints to the public as they emerge in society will be harmed by limited access to reliable information.
The portrayal of private universities in the media will determine the opinion of the masses. This study is set to find out the way private universities are portrayed by punch and guardian newspapers.
 This study will most importantly reveal the framing of private universities in Online newspapers in Nigeria within the selected time frame. The study will be useful to different segment of the society, it will give reporters, journalists, editors and media house owners a better view of private universities for their news reports by making adjustment in the way they report stories about private universities in turn it will give the public a positive image of private universities. The study will also be relevant to private universities because most news disseminated about them may have been related to activities in those schools. The current nature of the phenomenon under investigation gives credence to the significance of the study to the media industry, professionals in journalism as well as the academia.
This study will among other things, provide new knowledge in areas of media framing especially on sensitive issues that are of public interest. Researchers and professionals in the field of Journalism will find this study useful in checking trends in media framing, emerging issues in probing cases in Nigeria.
It also provides the relationship between agenda setting and media framing of issues of public interest as it relates to the coverage of issues relating to private universities. This will enable the media practitioners appreciate their role in news framing and how it affects the way people perceive issues in the country and the media role in building societal values.
Also, new areas for further research are opened from the findings of this study as researchers would find the need to explore other national issues. 
The study will focus on the portrayal of private universities in Nigeria. The population for the study will comprise all news, feature, letters to the editors, columns, opinions and editorial comments related to private universities in the selected national newspapers between January 2021 and December 2021 on their online newspaper platforms. The punch and guardian newspapers were selected for this study. The choice of these papers is because they have wider circulation, enjoy good patronage and are available (onyebuchi et al., 2019) also because of their coverage on issues relating to private universities.  Two communication theories set a fundamental framework for this study: Agenda-setting theory, and social responsibility theory. Each theory contributes to this discourse by providing critical insight into how the media can shape public perception, environmental governance, and the visibility of environmental crisis in Niger Delta.
· Agenda-setting Theory:
According to Ogwuegbu (2020), The media possesses agenda setting functions. Media theory developed by McCombs and Shaw in 1972 theorizes that the media has the power to influence the reporting of issues and events to such a degree that certain issues are presented prominently, resulting to increased interest and importance in contrast with other societal issues (Coleman et al, 2009). Folarin (2005) also agrees to this view as he defines Agenda setting theory as the power of the media to dictate what issues are regarded as urgent in society at any given time. However, in the case study of the Niger Delta environmental crisis, the Agenda Setting theory is significant as the media outlets determine the prominence of environmental crisis like gas flaring, oil spills, environmental pollution, and health issues. Some academic research has proven that when the media underreports environmental issues, the consequences follow are: reduced public concern and relatively weak policy responses. In the case of the Niger Delta crisis for instance, Nigerian newspapers often underplay environmental stories. This subsequently leads to a situation where these environmental issues are deprioritized.

· Social responsibility theory:
The social responsibility media theory which was propounded by F.S. Siebert, T.B. Peterson and W. Schramm in 1963 (Anaeto et al 2008), posits that the media should act in public interest by providing society with accurate and comprehensive reporting of issues that would drive the audience to make well-informed decisions. However, in Nigeria, there is a gap to be filled in this regard. Series of literature explores the media coverage of environmental pollution and issues in Nigeria especially in the Niger Delta crisis. Owolabi and Okonkwo (2014); Ashong and Udoudo (2007;2017); Akpati (1996), highlights that in contrast to the social responsibility theory, Nigerian media has performed poorly in terms of spreading awareness and publicizing the messages of environmental pollution and justice to the grassroots. The Nigerian media`s failure to represent the environmental issues in Nigeria (specifically the Niger Delta crisis) is traced to the heavy reliance on government or corporate press releases. This gap in the critical engagement with these environmental issues contributes to the increasing impunity of oil companies and government officials.

 Review of Related Studies on Media Coverage of Niger Delta Environmental issues
The academic articles and research studies that are relevant and related to this study highlighted various concepts related to this study. The ideas and conclusion drawn emphasized on the media coverage of Niger Delta Environmental issues, challenges in environmental reporting, and the impact of Media Neglect.
Related studies have proven the underrepresentation of Environmental issues in the Nigerian media by analyzing prominent newspapers like The Guardian, The Punch and so on. These newspapers show inconsistent reports on pollution. One study (Udoudo, 2006) found that only 10.46% of coverage originated from local communities, while others originated from government and corporate bodies (44.4% and 14.3% respectively). This highlights misrepresentation in the media. As government and corporate bodies would likely report these issues with bias. The low coverage in the local communities emphasizes the lack of representation, as they would tell the story more critically, since they are the party affected.
Additionally, newspapers laid focus on the economic and responsibility perspectives with little attention to the moral frame, thereby reducing the pressure on corporate actors and policymakers to address the root causes. Even in the media space, politics is dominating the narrative as political/ government owned media often present more presentable reports, while private newspapers and investigative journalists are more critical, demanding policy implementation and positive change.
 Media Coverage on Environmental Issues in Nigeria
Media reporting on the Niger Delta environmental problems has been received sporadically due to deep-rooted issues. Some outlets have reported on the catastrophic consequences of oil spills, gas flaring, and pipeline leaks, but continuous investigative reporting remains scarce. Journalists, for example, are deeply restricted because they are threatened by powerful stakeholders, prevented from having access to the right documents, and are kept away from accurate information.
The limitation of the media coverage in environmental issues in Nigeria is evident in the prioritization of media stories and placement of these stories in the newspaper. Analyzing the articles published around environmental crisis in Nigerian print media, it is observed that the political issues receive more priority—dominating front pages and headlines. In stark contrast, articles on environmental issues appear event-driven, periodical and shallow-reported. Only getting media attention and priority during major oil spills, protests and official statements.
The complex nature of environmental science creates additional hurdles to coverage. In this instance, reporters are not provided with the right training and so are forced to cover the story at a surface level, restating the information and failing to communicate the extent of the impacts of environmental crisis within the ecosystem. Additionally, infrastructural challenges such as poor road networks, limited communication facilities, and remoteness of the area automatically render the media absent and tardy.
Regardless of the above information, a few attempts have already been made to fight the crisis. Several outrageous incidents have come to the spotlight with popularity such as that of King Godwin Bebe Okpabi suing the Shell Oil Company in the United Kingdom, which stirred international media attention as it brought to focus the lesser-known environmental atrocities in the region. The media within the Niger Delta are, however, pivotal to continue monitoring and ensuring these companies follow through with promises made.
Regardless of the increasing academic research surrounding environmental crisis and journalism in Nigeria, there exists a lack in in-depth studies that have conducted a comparative analysis of the frequency, sources and tone of media coverage across media outlets-specifically to the context of the Niger Delta crisis.
This study filled gap of literature by presenting and analyzing the coverage of the Niger Delta environmental crisis through the analysis of two renowned national dailies thereby providing and adding more to the dearth of literature in this aspect.  newspaper articles in order to provide a better understanding of the role the media plays in shaping public perception and discourse on environmental issues. 
Summary of Findings
Ashong and Udoudo (2007) in their work, Media coverage of environmental pollution as a factor in agricultural development in the Niger Delta interviewed 21 journalists on the barriers militating against effective communication on environmental pollution in the Niger Delta, and discovered that lack of editorial policy, non- enforcement of environmental protection standards by the government, inaccessibility to information, poor terrain and transport problem, lack of media commitment, and government interference are the factors that hamper effective communication on environmental pollution in the Niger Delta. From the foregoing, there are clear indications that a lot of factors are responsible for the poor coverage of environmental issues by the press in the country.
Bearing in mind that problems of environmental pollution are traced to man’s activities that accumulate in bits and consequently altering his environment negatively, environmental information and awareness campaign will enlighten the people to understand the consequence of their action to avert any further degradation of the environment (Akporido, 1997) and develop a citizenry that is aware of and concerned with the total environment (Moemeka, 1983 in Akporido, 2005). Also, this will bring about much reportage on environmental issues in the Nigeria press.
In Nigeria, Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA) was established by decree No. 58 of 1998 to ensure the protection of the environment from the abuse of the oil companies. This led to the setting up of similar agencies in the states of the federation. The Agency (FEPA) became a full fledge Ministry- Federal Ministry of Environment in 1999 saddled with the responsibility of protecting Nigerian environment and conserving her resources as well. Other institutions set up by the government include Department of Petroleum Resources charged with the responsibility of ensuring compliance to various regulations on oil (Adeyanju, 2004).
Also, K. S. Olugbemi (1992) in another content analysis on Newspaper coverage of environmental issues and problems in Nigeria noted that the newspapers he studied gave inadequate coverage to environmental issues and problems in Nigeria. Similarly, M.N. Akpa (1995) content analyzed four national daily newspapers in the topic, Newspaper coverage of urban waste and environmental sanitation in Nigeria and discovered inadequate coverage of environmental issues in the country
Also, Nathaniel Anokwute (1999) studied the same newspapers analyzed by Nwosu; New Nigerian, Daily Times, Champion and Guardian; and concluded that the newspapers studied did not give adequate coverage and analysis of environmental pollution, issues and problems.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
This chapter highlights the methodology used in this study. This section details the procedures followed in the collecting and analyzing of the data, to ensure the validity of the study. This work employed qualitative content analysis. This approach was selected to provide in-depth data into the way environmental issues in the Niger Delta. Critical evaluations were done from the framing tones, presentations, personalities and issues to the use of language, the frequency of certain words, the sensitivity with which they were handled.
The following sections outlined the research design, study population, and sampling methods.
Research Design
The research design used was a descriptive research design, using qualitative methods and the research method used was qualitative content analysis.
This design was appropriate as we sought to.
1.	Examine nature and patterns of media coverage of environmental degradation in the Niger Delta region.
2.	To investigate the extent to which media reports reflect the health and environmental consequences of oil production and gas flaring in the Niger delta.
3.	To identify the dominant interests and narratives shaping media representation of the Niger Delta environmental crisis.
4.	To evaluate the role of the media in promoting public awareness and accountability regarding environmental mental issues in that region.
5.	To assess the implication of inadequate media coverage for environmental justice and sustainable development in Nigeria.

Regarding our research objectives this research method allowed for in-depth study of the key points in this research. Qualitative content analysis helps one to read between the lines and ascertain key details. As the study is a cross-sectional study we used a range of media outlets in our analysis.
Study Population and Sampling Technique
The study population was the total number of news media publication on environmental crisis in the Niger Delta area between the years 2020-2025. Although there was an estimate of over 100 articles published by both Guardians and Punch newspaper on the Niger Delta environmental crisis, sadly, only 13 articles were selected as the sample size for in-depth qualitative analysis. This is because qualitative research enquires very detailed meticulous work that raised the issues investigated.  It would be difficult to use a larger sample size.
Additionally, thematic saturation was observed during the analysis which affirms the adequacy of the sample size for this study.
Data Collection Method
This study adopted a qualitative content analysis approach to examine how two leading Nigerian newspapers like “The Guardian, and Punch” frame environmental issues in the Niger Delta. These newspapers were picked because they consistently report social-political issues, national reputation, and had easily accessible digital archives.
Several articles from 2020 to 2025 were chosen using a purposive sampling method. This period was used because it was considered current enough to reflect current trends in environmental reporting. Articles were gotten using relevant key words such as “Niger Delta, gas flaring, oil spillage, pollution, and environmental degradation.” The focus was on stories that discussed core environmental concerns, including public health risks, community impact and environmental damage.
A total of thirteen articles were analyzed. Although the number may seem small, but the goal was not volume but relevance of the articles that directly captures the Niger Delta’s environmental realities. This aligns with previous findings, such as those in the Nigerian journal of oil and gas technology (vol. 3 No. 1), which noted that gas flaring and other environmental issues often receive little attention in the press.
 Data Analysis Technique
The 13 articles collected from The Guardian and Punch newspaper were studied carefully using thematic content analysis. This method helped to identify and organize important themes in the articles, such as the types of environmental issues reported like gas flaring and oil spills, who the sources were: community members, NGOs, government officials and the tone of the coverage (negative, neutral, or positive), and whether the articles mentioned any solutions.
By looking at these themes, the study coverage of the Niger Delta environmental crises was quite limited. This shows the media is not giving the issue enough attention, which matches what other studies have found about Nigerian media focusing more on politics than the environment (Okon, 2013).
The analysis also showed that most articles had a negative tone, pointing out the damage and problems caused by pollution and oil spills. However, there was little follow-up or in-depth reporting and solutions. The sources quoted were mainly community members and NGOs, while oil companies were rarely mentioned, which creates an unbalanced view of the situation. This fits with past research showing that the media often miss important voices in environmental stories (Holder & Trenor, 1997).
Overall, this approach helped not just to count how many articles were published, but also to understand how the media talks about the Niger Delta crises, highlighting gaps in coverage and perspective.
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS
 By analyzing 13 articles published in two prominent Nigerian newspapers: The Guardian, and Punch, between the time frame of 2020 and 2025, this study examined the nature and degree of media coverage and representation of the Niger Delta environmental crisis. The research question is the focus in the data analysis and presentation as it assists in exploring the frequency of media reporting on environmental issues in Niger delta, the common sources in the reports, and the predominant tone of the existing coverage.
The significant underrepresentation of the environmental crisis in the mainstream media is highly discouraging, especially given the urgency of the ecological and social crisis related to gas flaring, oil spills, pollution, oil spills, community health impacts, and the overall long-term effects. The table below summarizes the coding of the selected articles based on key themes:
	Article Title
	Newspaper
	Date
	Issue type
	Source of information
	Tone
	Solution mentioned
	Notes

	Study reveals huge ecological damage in Niger Delta
	Guardian
	2025
	Oil spill, Mangrove loss
	Research group
	Negative
	Yes
	
Recent scientific study

	Oil spill devastates Rivers communities
	Punch
	2025
	Oil spill
	Local residents
	Negative
	No
	Highlights lack of response

	How divestment compounds environmental injustice
	Guardian
	2024
	Oil company exit
	NGOs, locals
	Negative
	Yes
	Focus on corporate role

	Centre demands clean-up of Niger Delta
	Guardian
	2025
	Pollution
	NGO
	Negative
	Yes
	Advocacy from civil society

	Oil spill ravaging Niger Delta communities
	Punch
	2023
	
Oil spill
	NOSDRA
	Neutral
	Yes
	Government agency cited

	Pipeline vandalism worsens pollution
	Guardian
	2021
	Oil spill, pollution
	
Community leaders
	
Negative
	No
	Less coverage on vandalism

	Gas flaring impacts health in Niger Delta
	Punch
	2020
	Gas flaring
	Health expert
	Negative
	Yes
	Rare coverage on gas flaring

	Government promises clean-up in Niger Delta
	Guardian
	2021
	Clean-up efforts
	Government officials
	Neutral
	Yes
	
Government promises

	Oil spill ruins farmlands in Bayelsa
	Punch
	2020
	Oil spill
	
Farmers
	Negative
	No
	Impact on agriculture

	New report highlights Niger Delta toxic waste
	Guardian
	2024
	Toxic waste
	Research report
	Negative
	Yes
	New scientific findings

	Indigenous voices ignored in environmental debate
	Guardian
	2022
	Indigenous rights
	Community leaders
	Negative
	No
	Indigenous exclusion

	Pollution linked to rising health issues in Niger Delta
	Punch
	2021
	Health issues
	Health experts
	Negative
	
Yes
	Link to health problems

	Activists criticize delays in compensation payments
	Guardian
	2020
	Compensation delay
	Activists
	Negative
	No
	Delay in payments criticized




Research Question 1: How frequent do Nigerian media report on Niger Delta environmental issues between 2020 and 2025?
The findings resulting from this study reveals a significant low frequency of media reporting on Niger Delta environmental issues (specifically in the print media). Over the span of 5 years, only over a hundred articles about the crisis were published, with a rough average of less than 30 articles per year across the two newspapers. This low coverage over the span of 5 years may be because of many factors. For example, in 2020, the COVID 19 pandemic took the focus in the media landscape. Over the years, many prominent issues like the Nigerian 2023 elections have been covered largely by the mainstream media presumably because it holds more public interest. This low frequency suggests that the reports on the Niger Delta crisis are done irregularly and not with the urgency it demands.
Research Question 2: Who are the dominant sources cited in the media coverage of the Niger Delta environmental crisis?
The data identifies the most common cited sources in the existing media coverage of the environmental crisis. The media primarily quotes community residents, NGOs, activists, local leaders, and health experts. Occasionally, there are mentions of government officials or agencies, however, the oil companies which are the central actors are largely absent from the conversation. This identifies a possible imbalance in narration coverage of the Niger Delta crisis.
Research Question 3: What is the prevalent tone the media uses in reporting on the Niger Delta environmental degradation?
With analysis of 13 relevant articles, the prevalent tone used in reporting the environmental degradation issues are mostly negative. As shown in the table, 11 out of 13 articles take a negative stance while reporting. The articles with negative tones focus on the oil spills, gas flaring, and harmful impacts of pollution on communities and the ecosystems. Two out of the 13 articles take a neutral stance, focusing on reporting government statements without critique. The prevalence of critical tone shows awareness of the issue, and exposes that regardless of critical coverage, the low volume and lack of follow-up dilute the overall media impact.





CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The study identifies that while the Niger Delta environmental crisis is acknowledged by the Nigerian media, the coverage is inadequate, limed, narrow in sourcing and critical in tone. The inconsistent reporting and lack of engagement with stakeholders subsequently weakens the media`s role in driving responsibility, accountability, and action.
The following recommendations are proposed to curb the issue of underrepresentation, and narrow sourcing in media coverage of environmental issues in Nigeria:
•	Increase the frequency of coverage, and ensure frequent follow-up is carried out by the media as this would maintain the urgency and visibility of the crisis.
•	Journalists and media professionals should ensure balanced narrative by including a more balanced range of sources, most importantly, oil companies and government regulators.
•	Investigative journalism should be encouraged as it provides a more in-depth, critical approach to media coverage which would help sustain policy attention and public knowledge.
•	Media-NGO collaboration should be encouraged and adapted in media coverage as working with researchers enhances accuracy and credibility of news stories concerning environmental issues.
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Appendix


GUARDIAN ARTICLES  
 
https://guardian.ng/news/study-reveals-huge-ecological-damage-in-niger-delta-from-oil-spills/ 
https://guardian.ng/sunday-magazine/newsfeature/how-divestment-compounds-environmental-injustice-in-niger-delta/#google_vignette 
https://guardian.ng/news/centre-demands-clean-up-revamp-of-niger-delta-communities/ 
https://guardian.ng/opinion/water-pollution-and-economic-growth/ 
 
PUNCH ARTICLES  
https://punchng.com/fresh-oil-spill-devastates-rivers-community/ 
https://punchng.com/oil-spill-ravaging-ndelta-communities-as-nosdra-gives-assurances/#google_vignette 
https://punchng.com/niger-delta-renews-agitation-for-13-derivation-direct-payment-to-communities/ 
https://punchng.com/poisoned-land-poisoned-lives-cancer-epidemic-in-bayelsa-community-linked-to-oil-pollution/ 



