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ABSTRACT
This study aims to reconstruct the ethical foundation of the accounting discipline, which should not only focus on methodological validity and quantity of publications, but also on the moral integrity of researchers and the noble goals of science itself. Departing from this objective, this study uses a qualitative research type with a critical analytical approach and the Systematic Literature Review (SLR) analysis method. The literature collection was carried out using the Publish or Perish application with five major literature search engines: Google Scholar, CrossRef, OpenAlex, PubMed, and Semantic Scholar. These five search engines were used because they do not require an API-Key as an access code as required by literature search engines such as Scopus, Lens.org, and Web of Science. In searching for relevant literature, the researcher used the PRISMA sampling method. The results of the analysis show that `Data manipulation in accounting research is a real phenomenon of the reduction of the value and meaning of science. Not only does it deviate from scientific ethics, but it also reflects an axiological and epistemological crisis.' Various practices of accounting research data manipulation, both quantitatively and qualitatively, indicate a shift in research focus from seeking truth to fulfilling pragmatic and political interests influenced by various factors such as academic pressure, institutional pressure, and the personal reasons of the researchers themselves. From an Islamic epistemological perspective, accounting research data manipulation constitutes a form of neglect of the scientific mandate, academic responsibility, and divine awareness because it contradicts the principles of honesty (sidq), justice ('adl), responsibility (mas'uliyyah), and accountability that are the moral foundations of science. Referring to the two previous studies, research must be conducted with full responsibility, both personally, institutionally, and socially, to the community.
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INTRODUCTION
Manipulation of research data in various scientific disciplines, including accounting, has now become a serious phenomenon that is carried out openly and clearly shows the occurrence of a crisis of scientific ethics in efforts to develop science.(Abdullah, 2017). The existence of various academic pressures such as the publish-or-perish culture, the desire for promotion to functional positions, the hunt for research grants, and a publication orientation that is oriented towards quantity are some of the many factors causing many researchers to manipulate data, whether in terms of validity, reliability, normality, or even hypothesis testing or fictitious research interviews.(Marlia et al., 2025)In the context of accounting science, the practice of data manipulation is something that is full of problems because accounting is not just a theoretical discipline because its application is used in making various economic and public decisions and policies as well as institutional governance.(Wahyuni ​​et al., 2025)This means that when accounting research data is manipulated, it distorts not only scientific truth but also public trust in the discipline and the moral legitimacy of the academic community itself.
Although research ethics issues have been extensively studied in accounting literature and other disciplines, most of this literature focuses on normative-instrumental studies and is limited to discussions of research ethics codes, guidelines for good research implementation, and sanctions for findings of academic misconduct. This approach tends to position data manipulation as a technical and procedural issue without highlighting the philosophical roots related to the orientation, values, and meaning of specific scientific knowledge.(Amalia & Srimaya, 2022)On the other hand, critical accounting studies tend to be more inclined towards positivistic bias and stakeholder interests in the publication of knowledge, but have not yet maximally correlated data manipulation practices with the axiological dimension of science which is full of values.(Yusnaini, 2016). In addition, research related to accounting research ethics with Islamic epistemological integration is still very limited, even though the Islamic scientific tradition firmly positions honesty (sidq), justice ('adl), trustworthiness, and responsibility (mas'uliyyah) as the main foundations in the process of concocting and producing scientific knowledge.(Muflihah, 2025).
Referring to these conditions, the researcher then saw a significant research gap, namely the absence of a comprehensive study that positions the manipulation of accounting research data as a form of scientific ethical crisis rooted in a crisis of values ​​(axiology), and analyzed through the integration of the philosophy of science and Islamic epistemology. Based on the gap that has been discussed, the formulation of the problem to be studied in this study is "how does the axiological study of the philosophy of science and Islamic epistemology position and assess the manipulation of accounting research data as a scientific ethical crisis?" With this problem formulation, this study then aims to reconstruct the ethical foundation of the accounting discipline that should not only focus on methodological validity and quantity of publications, but also on the moral integrity of researchers and the noble goals of science itself. The conceptual findings of this study are expected to provide theoretical contributions to the development of scientific accounting ethics and become a reflective basis for higher education institutions in building an academic culture with integrity and civilization.
METHOD
This study uses a qualitative approach with a critical analytical approach and a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) analysis method. Qualitative research is a type of research that starts from facts and field findings inductively and then constructs them into a specific theory or concept.(Sugiyono, 2022:9-10).  Furthermore, the critical analytical approach is an approach used to provide criticism of the positivist approach which only focuses on instrumental reason, criticizes capitalist and consumer-oriented interests, and reveals the correlation between science and specific interests through a causality model.(Wijiharjono, 2021).This combination of types and approaches is in accordance with the theme of “research data manipulation” which is considered normal by many researchers even though it is clearly contrary to scientific ethics, both from the axiological perspective of the philosophy of science and the epistemology of Islam.
Furthermore, Systematic Literature Review (SLR) is a systematic and structured approach to identify, evaluate, and synthesize scientific literature that is relevant to the themes, questions, and objectives of previously planned research.(Ivania et al., 2023). The SLR method is oriented towards an objective, open, and replicable summary of knowledge in exploring research gaps and grounded theory specifically.(Hermawati et al., 2025). This type and method were chosen because this study uses various scientific literature as the main data source. The literature collection was carried out using the Publish or Perish application with five major literature search engines, namely Google Scholar, CrossRef, OpenAlex, PubMed, and Semantic Scholar. These five search engines were used because they do not require an API-Key as an access code as required by literature search engines such as Scopus, Lens.org, and Web of Science. In searching for relevant literature, the researcher used the PRISMA sampling method with six keywords, namely "Scientific Ethics and Academic Responsibility in the Development of Accounting Science: Axiological Analysis Based on the Philosophy of Science and the Perspective of Islamic Scientific Epistemology", "Academic Responsibility in the Development of Sharia Accounting", Philosophy of sharia accounting", "Educational ethics on accounting science development", "Philosophy of accounting", and "Scientific Ethics in the Development of Accounting Science in Islamic epistemology". In addition, the researcher also determined four sample criteria for the literature, namely research published in the last 10 years (at least 2016), discussing axiology in the philosophy of science, discussing Islamic epistemology, and discussing topics related to research deviations. The researcher then presented the sample selection table as follows.
Table 1.Selection of sample literature
	Source
	Total Search Results
	Reference Criteria
	Literature Used

	
	
	K1
	K2
	K3
	K4
	

	Google Scholar
	70
	-19
	-16
	-10
	-12
	13

	CrossRef
	1000
	-411
	-205
	-370
	-8
	6

	Open Alex
	20
	-6
	-3
	-5
	-5
	1

	PubMed
	16
	-3
	-4
	-1
	-7
	1

	Semantic Scholar
	134
	-56
	-31
	-13
	-33
	1

	Total
	1240
	-495
	-259
	-399
	-65
	22


Based on the sample selection results in Table 1, 22 final literature samples were obtained, which will be used as the primary data sources in this study, from the initial findings of 1,240 literature items. The researchers then presented the above data in the form of a PRISMA model chart as follows.
Identification
Identification results from the database:
Google Scholar	: (n = 70)
CrossRef: (n = 1000)
OpenAlex: (n = 20)
PubMed: (n = 16)
Semantic Scholar: (n = 134)
Total: (n = 1,240)
Literature issued before the screening process:
Research over 10 years (before 2016): (n = 495)
Articles that follow the screening process:
(n = 745)
Dropped because it does not discuss the axiology of philosophy of science: (n = 259)
Reprocessed articles:
(n = 486)
Dropped because it does not discuss Islamic epistemology: (n = 399)
Further processed articles:
(n = 87)
Not research on the topic of research deviation: (n = 65)
Literature used:
(n = 22)
Screening
Included
Identification of studies via databases and registers

Figure 1.PRISMA sampling chart




RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The Fading of the Value and Meaning of Science in the Phenomenon of Research Data Manipulation
Data manipulation in accounting research is an indication, even real evidence, of the degradation of the value and meaning of scientific knowledge.(Abdullah, 2017).  This means that science, which is ideally positioned as a tool for seeking truth objectively and as a means of developing social welfare, has shifted its orientation to become a means of achieving the interests of certain individuals, groups and institutions.(Dongoran et al., 2024)This phenomenon does not just happen like magic, but is influenced by a competitive educational ecosystem that is solely oriented towards quantity.(Noble, 2016). Various interests, such as the obligation to fulfill scientific publications, institutional accreditation, and ambitions for promotion, cause researchers and institutions to neglect the value and meaning of science. The impact is clear: research is no longer seen as a form of intellectual development but rather as a formality for achieving what one wishes to achieve.(Hidayah et al., 2024).
In the academic world, these forms of data manipulation are often found in various models ranging from validating and reliabilitating data, normalizing data, making hypotheses accepted, to the existence of fake interview manuscripts that are "proven" with documentary photos ((Yusnaini, 2016).
Table 2.The results of data testing do not meet the assumption of normality.
	One-Sample Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test

	
	Unstandardized Residual

	N
	69

	Normal Parametersa,b
	Mean
	-.98167085

	
	Standard Deviation
	2.56743210

	Most Extreme Differences
	Absolute
	.083

	
	Positive
	.083

	
	Negative
	-.076

	Test Statistics
	.083

	Asymp. Sig. (2-tailed)
	.006c


In quantitative research, the normality test is one part of the classical assumption test that must be passed before reaching the hypothesis testing. The requirement for meeting the normality assumption in this test is that the asymp. Sig. value (2-tailed) must be greater than 0.05. Failure to meet this assumption usually impacts the hypothesis testing, such as the hypothesis not being accepted or not meeting the researcher's expectations.(Difinubun et al., 2023). Failure to meet the assumption of normality is usually caused by striking residuals (differences), such as excessively high and excessively low values. In these situations, researchers tend to remove outliers or manipulate the data that causes the abnormality. Technically, this is valid, as there is knowledge available from various sources regarding how to normalize data. However, it's important to understand that this diminishes the value and meaning of the abnormal findings themselves. In this regard, it's appropriate to investigate the cause of the abnormality. It could be that the researcher documented and tabulated the data incorrectly, failed to socialize with respondents, leading them to fill out the questionnaire haphazardly, or even that the data itself is correct, such as in financial reports, which allow for differences in values ​​and ratios due to various factors. However, sometimes these issues are immediately overlooked for various reasons, such as meeting exam deadlines, lecturer requests, or simply being unable to explain the findings.(Amalia & Srimaya, 2022).
Table 3.The results of the hypothesis test were rejected
	Coefficientsa

	Model
	Unstandardized Coefficients
	Standardized Coefficients
	T
	Sig.

	
	B
	Std. Error
	Beta
	
	

	1
	(Constant)
	9,424
	2,587
	
	3,642
	.001

	
	Information Asymmetry
	.357
	.118
	.386
	3,032
	.003

	
	Time Pressure
	.276
	.124
	.284
	2,233
	.029

	a. Dependent Variable: Quality of Financial Reports


The second example is the case of hypothesis testing results, where, for example, an accounting researcher hypothesizes that information asymmetry and time pressure negatively impact the quality of financial reports, using agency theory as his grand theory. Theoretically, information asymmetry and time pressure do indeed reduce the quality of financial reports through various patterns such as earnings management and income smoothing.(Lesmono & Siregar, 2021)However, when the hypothesis is rejected (a positive effect is found), researchers sometimes panic because it is not in line with the grand theory they are using or are unable to find another theory that can explain their findings.(Simon & Ruwanti, 2021)In this case, many researchers tend to manipulate data to ensure their hypothesis testing results are accepted, regardless of whether this contradicts the values ​​and meaning of knowledge related to financial reporting quality. However, rejecting the hypothesis could pave the way for the use of other theories or the discovery of new ones. This ultimately diminishes the value and meaning of science as a means of developing knowledge.(Hosnan & Warits, 2017). 
Another common form of data manipulation in qualitative research is the manipulation of interview results. Researchers, especially novice researchers, often engage in this type of manipulation because they are unable to obtain information relevant to the interview questions or are unable to conduct interviews, thus opting to answer the questions themselves. In this case, the answers from the prepared interview manuscript are directed to address the problem statement and are then substantiated with fictitious photo documentation. However, many have engaged in such manipulation but are unable to interpret and analyze the data, ultimately resorting entirely to AI assistance.(Salsabila & Sohidin, 2024)Findings like these are essentially irrelevant to the value and meaning of science, as they fail to guide users toward honesty and skill development.
The three examples discussed previously clearly illustrate various instances of data manipulation in accounting research, while simultaneously demonstrating the phenomenon of the fading value and meaning of science. We certainly hope that research can be conducted correctly and accurately without any manipulation. The expected impact will undoubtedly lead to understanding data and information as something that can confirm or reconstruct theories. Furthermore, developing analytical skills is crucial for maintaining the value and meaning of science for accounting researchers.(Amalia & Srimaya, 2022). Thus, understanding the axiological aspects of the philosophy of science is vital for fostering awareness of the value and meaning of science, as well as maintaining scientific ethics throughout the process and up to post-publication accountability for research.(Septiani et al., 2023).
Neglect of Religiosity: An Islamic Epistemological Perspective
The manipulation of research data is a clear reflection of the neglect of the religious dimension in scientific practice. From an Islamic epistemological perspective, science is positioned as a divine mandate that demands accountability not only horizontally to specific institutions or parties, but also vertically to the All-Knowing God.(Al Fauzi et al., 2024)Therefore, the practice of data manipulation in accounting research and other research indicates a disconnection from the researcher's transcendental awareness of the research activity. The religiosity referred to here refers not only to religious rituals, but also to an ethical-spiritual awareness that guides the entire research process until completion.(Yusnaini, 2016). Ignoring this certainly opens up a big gap for research practices that are not in line with religious principles.(Muhit et al., 2023).
In general, the practice of manipulating accounting research data is contrary to the principles of honesty (sidq), justice ('adl), trustworthiness, and responsibility (mas'uliyyah).(Hidayat, 2024)First, the manipulation of research data clearly demonstrates dishonesty, as the data is altered for personal gain. Regarding this, Allah states in Surah Al-Baqarah 2:42:
وَلَا تَلْبِسُوا الْحَقَّ بِالْبَاطِلِ وَتَكْتُمُوا الْحَقَّ وَاَنْتُمْ تَعْلَمُوْنَ
Translation:
"(And) do not mix truth with falsehood and (nor) hide the truth, while you have knowledge of it."

Referring to the translation of the verse above, it can be interpreted that Allah has expressly prohibited the mixing of right and wrong and the concealment of the truth as two things that form the basis for manipulation. This means that anyone who then consciously and intentionally manipulates research data has automatically disobeyed Allah's command in QS Al-Baqarah/2:42 above. Furthermore, related to justice, data manipulation in this context is interpreted as being unfair to oneself. Manipulating research data indirectly shows that the researcher is forcing something beyond the limits of his findings, especially if it is based on fear of his findings being rejected by the lecturer, for example.(Ján Bajtoš, 2019). In relation to this, Allah says in QS Al-Maidah/5:8 as follows:
يٰٓاَيُّهَا الَّذِيْنَ اٰمَنُوْا كُوْنُوْا قَوَّامِيْنَ لِلّٰهِ شُهَدَاۤءَ بِالْقِسْطِۖ وَلَا يَجْرِمَنَّكُمْ شَنَاٰنُ قَوْمٍ عَلٰٓى اَلَّا تَعْدِلُوْا لِلتَّقْوٰىۖ وَاتَّقُوا اللّٰهَۗ اِنَّ اللّٰهَ خَبِيْرٌۢ 


Translation:
"O you who believe, uphold truth and justice for the sake of Allah. Do not let hatred towards a people push you to injustice. Be fair as a form of devotion to Allah. Indeed, Allah is careful in what you do."

Referring to QS Al-Maidah/5:8, it can be understood that Allah has firmly commanded justice. In this case, when accounting researchers manipulate research data, whether based on fear of rejection from lecturers or dissatisfaction with the results of the original analysis, this indicates injustice as explained by Allah. Furthermore, the practice of manipulating research data also shows a disregard for the phrase "...Indeed, Allah is All-Aware of what you do" in the verse above. This means that those who manipulate it seem as if they are able to deceive Allah, who knows everything. Furthermore, this manipulation of research data shows a disregard for the principle of responsibility in accounting, known as "accountability." Specifically, research accountability is the researcher's obligation to be ethically and professionally responsible for the entire process and results of their research to various parties such as participants, funders, and the public. This includes transparency of methods, honesty of data, and accountability for results for the improvement and enhancement of research quality.(Muktapa, 2021). This research accountability involves delivering clear and accountable reports of research results to ensure scientific integrity and build trust.(Muflihah, 2025). This concept of responsibility has been described by Allah in QS Al-Ahzab/33:72 as follows:
وَالْجِبَالِ فَاَبَيْنَ اَنْ يَّحْمِلْنَهَا وَاَشْفَقْنَ مِنْهَا وَحَمَلَهَا الْاِنْسَانُۗ اِنَّهٗ كَانَ ظَلُوْمًا جَهُوْلًاۙ

Translation:
"Indeed, We offered the trust to the heavens, the earth, and the mountains, but they all refused, fearing that they would disobey us. Then it was mankind who assumed the trust. Indeed, mankind is most unjust and most ignorant."

Looking at the translation above, we can understand that the trust that humans carry is so heavy that even the heavens, the earth and the mountains refuse to carry it. In this way, we can also understand that if humans are able to fulfill this mandate, they will receive glory. On the other hand, those who are unable to fulfill it will be classified as unjust and stupid. In this regard, manipulation of research data is a form of abuse of responsibility because it directly ignores the principles of data honesty and methodological integrity. Apart from that, the practice of manipulating accounting research data also shows that researchers are only horizontally responsible to themselves and certain authorities and ignore vertical responsibility to Allah who is All-Seeing, All-Knowing.(Al Fauzi et al., 2024).
Referring to the previous study of Islamic values, it can be concluded that the manipulation of accounting research data is a form of ignoring Islamic epistemology which positions science as a spiritual and moral framework with monotheism as the main foundation.(Saujani et al., 2025). The practice of manipulating accounting research data demonstrates a clear deviation from scientific ethics regarding the science discussed in the longest verse in the Qur'an (Al-Baqarah/2:282). This should certainly worry all parties because researchers are no longer oriented towards the truth, but rather towards manipulative findings wrapped in the embellishments of the words "scientific" and "objective." Constructive criticism and recommendations are certainly something logical to express, so that the world of research can continue to develop based on the integration of the Qur'an and Sunnah with reason, heart, and senses that complement each other in achieving ultimate truth.
Scientific Ethics: Personal, Institutional, and Social Responsibilities of Researchers
From the outset, the manipulation of accounting research data has been discussed as a multidimensional failure of scientific ethics. On a personal level, data manipulation reflects a researcher's weak moral integrity and a low commitment to scientific honesty. At the institutional level, the practice of data manipulation demonstrates an emphasis on quantity over the quality and integrity of research publications. Furthermore, on a social level, this data manipulation undermines public trust in research results and the credibility of educational institutions. Therefore, a commitment to maintaining scientific ethics in accounting research is necessary to prevent widespread impacts, both at the micro and macro levels.
Scientific ethics is a set of moral principles and standards of behavior that must be adhered to in all series of scientific research and publications, including honesty, integrity, objectivity, transparency, and appreciation for the contributions of respondents/sources with the aim of ensuring the truth, quality, and credibility of science by avoiding plagiarism, duplication, and manipulation of research data.(Hannum et al., 2025). Personally, researchers are expected to conduct research not only to fulfill their obligations but also to validate, correct, and develop scientific knowledge. From the perspective of novice researchers such as students, research is expected to develop research skills, particularly in defining problems, elaborating theories, selecting appropriate methods, conducting tests, and compiling objective research reports without data manipulation or practices that could lead to plagiarism. Furthermore, supervisors and examiners are expected to respect and understand the value and meaning of knowledge by refraining from interfering with the results and by encouraging and assisting student researchers in explaining their findings objectively without having to manipulate research data.(Marlia et al., 2025).
Furthermore, regarding institutional responsibility, institutions such as universities play a vital role as filtering institutions against irregularities such as research data manipulation. As institutions that issue research obligations in the form of articles, theses, dissertations, and the like, universities must ensure that the research they receive from their academic community is original and free from manipulation. Universities can issue strict regulations curbing the practice of research data manipulation and provide researchers with the freedom to fully account for their research results without intervention from any party, including lecturers. Furthermore, the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, and Technology, along with relevant agencies in each province and district/city, is expected to curb the potential for manipulation through various regulations and strict, competent oversight. Although this may seem difficult to implement in Indonesia, which is dominated by numerous political interests, optimism regarding this matter must continue to be echoed. This is inseparable from the urgency of research as a gateway to knowledge. If this is ignored, the quality of education will be collectively degraded on a large scale. As a result, the value and meaning of knowledge are distorted, religiosity is neglected, education then becomes just a formality for the sake of a diploma that is not accompanied by an upgrade of the mind and skills.(Noble, 2016).
From a social responsibility perspective, researchers and educational institutions are both positioned as agents of change in society. However, when academic misconduct, such as the manipulation of research data, occurs, the public's legitimacy for these positions will undoubtedly diminish or even disappear.(Wahyuni ​​et al., 2025)In this case, we can reflect on the context of "custom surveys" which are often heard during political seasons, where the rulers hold control of the surveys and always seem to be superior to their competitors.(Putra et al., 2025). When applied to accounting research, the practice of data manipulation will lead the public to view anyone in the accounting world, not just researchers but also practitioners, as manipulative. The impact is clearly significant, and the public may become reluctant to provide recommendations or guidance for continuing education in the accounting field itself.(Hidayah et al., 2024)Furthermore, accounting data manipulation can lead researchers to similar habits when they enter the practical world, leading to various irregularities such as earnings management, income smoothing, window dressing, and even fraud. Furthermore, if these irregularities are committed within the government, they can reduce the accountability and transparency of financial reporting. Therefore, it is crucial for all parties involved in research to consistently uphold scientific ethics so that the research results not only provide output but also outcomes that benefit all levels of society.(Lestari et al., 2024).
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Data manipulation in accounting research is a real phenomenon of the reduced value and meaning of science. It not only deviates from scientific ethics but also reflects an axiological and epistemological crisis. Various practices of accounting research data manipulation, both quantitatively and qualitatively, indicate a shift in research focus from seeking truth to fulfilling pragmatic and political interests influenced by various factors such as academic pressure, institutional pressure, and the personal reasons of the researchers themselves. From an Islamic epistemological perspective, accounting research data manipulation is a form of neglect of the scientific mandate, academic responsibility, and divine awareness because it contradicts the principles of honesty (sidq), justice ('adl), responsibility (mas'uliyyah), and accountability that are the moral foundations of science. This phenomenon ultimately not only harms the integrity of researchers but also reduces the credibility of academic institutions and public trust in accounting science, leading to the loss of its educational, transformational, and beneficial functions for the entire academic community and society.
To address the negative impacts that can, and have already been, caused by the manipulation of accounting research data, a personal, institutional, and social commitment to scientific ethics is required, positioning honesty, integrity, and responsibility as the core principles of research. Researchers need to understand that research is a scientific dynamic full of puzzles and explanations, regardless of the outcome. Educational institutions are also expected to accommodate every researcher's findings by emphasizing the quality and integrity of research through regulation and supervision, as well as the integration of Islamic epistemology into the curriculum and research development. Thus, accounting research, in this case, is expected not only to produce academic outcomes in the form of publications and diplomas, but also to develop researchers who are aware and capable of moral, spiritual, and social responsibility.
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