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Abstract: 
The National Education Policy,2020 has focused on national and social aspirations with due concern to our culture and heritage in order to transform India into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society and a global knowledge superpower. The Policy expects that it will develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and a conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing world. “The vision of the Policy is to instill among the learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that support responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global citizen.”
	In order to materialize the underlying visions  within the policy suitable suggestions have been given in various spheres of education i.e. early childhood care education, school education, higher education, teacher education, professional education, organization and administration of education, curriculum and pedagogy etc. No doubt these recommendations are very significant but there are various challenges ahead. The success of   this policy will be determined not by its theoretical lucidity but by the extent to which it is implemented. A critical discussion of the challenges would be beneficial to overcome these challenges and for effective implementation of this esteemed policy of education. The objective of this paper is to discuss critically these challenges and to suggest for best possible means.  
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Introduction: In an attempt to decolonize Indian education, to lift it from ‘Macaulaynean’ to an Indian one, many attempts have been made. Starting from university education commission 1948 to knowledge commission and right to education act as many as attempt so far been made with some significant milestones in between i.e. secondary education commission, Kothari commission, new education policy1986 etc. But in spite of these efforts Indian education fails to achieve the heights that once it had with its magnificent universities such as Nalanda, Taxila, Bikramshila and so on and so forth. The QS world university ranking 2022 reveals that only 35 universities among total 1300 universities ranked from the world and no universities are paced in top 100. (India today, June 11, 2021). In a report of world population review (https:worldpopulationreview.com) India ranked 35th position in world ranking of education. The Switzerland-based Institute of Management Development (IMD) has placed Indian education at 59th rank at global level (www.thehansindia.com).These statistics reveals India’s poor position in education which indirectly reflects the failures of the educational policies so far taken. With the objective of overcoming these shortcomings that prevalent in Indian education system and to make a true instrument of development a very thoughtful, well-planned policy is prepared which is emerged as national educational policy 2020.
The Vision of this Policy 
This National Education Policy envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society, by providing high-quality education to all, and thereby making India a global knowledge superpower. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and pedagogy of our institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one’s country, and a conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing world. The vision of the Policy is to instill among the learners a deep-rooted pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that support responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable development and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global citizen.  
With this vision in view the policy makers have suggested for various measures in different stages of education that are based on strong theoretical grounds but so far as implementation is concerned there are various issues/challenges that are to be addressed beforehand.
1. Issues related to ECCE:  
In regard to ECCE NEP2020 suggested for an education which will include flexible, multi-faceted, multi-level, play-based, activity-based, and inquiry-based learning, comprising of alphabets, languages, numbers, counting, colours, shapes, indoor and outdoor play, puzzles and logical thinking, problem-solving, drawing, painting and other visual art, craft, drama and puppetry, music and movement. It also includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behavior, courtesy, ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork, and cooperation.
The concepts as mentioned are conceptually sound but so far as their adaptation to ECCE is concerned, it becomes a difficult task. Selecting content keeping social economic and psychological aspects in view in a socially and culturally diverse country like ours is really a very tough work.
More over so far as transaction is concerned it demands for highly skilled manpower which cannot be prepared just merely with six- or seven-month training. In our country due to poor salary or other reasons talented skilled persons are not interested for Anganwadi teacher/worker. The profession is left only to those who have a few opportunities left to employ with. As a result, the new and timely concepts as suggested for incorporation in the pedagogy of ECCE will remain merely as absurd or beautiful theoretical framework.   
The policy suggests for inclusion of the numerous rich local traditions of India developed over millennia in ECCE involving art, stories, poetry, games, songs, and more. Here the issue to deal with is selecting the content from the aforesaid subjects in a society like ours where language changes in 15 two kilometers, where ten family living in common campus are different in custom and tradition. Choosing any content that is specific to a particular sect. or community will lead to nothing but dissatisfaction leading to distrust and so on.

2. The policy suggests increased flexibility and choice of subjects to study, particularly in secondary school - including subjects in physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills – so that they can design their own paths of study and life plans. There will be no hard separation among ‘curricular’, ‘extracurricular’, or ‘co-curricular’, among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and ‘sciences’, or between ‘vocational’ or ‘academic’ streams. Subjects such as physical education, the arts and crafts, and vocational skills, in addition to science, humanities, and mathematics, will be incorporated throughout the school curriculum, with a consideration for what is interesting and safe at each age.
Here in this regard the major issue to be handled beforehand is managing or fulfilling the need of specialized teacher. In India sport education and vocational education has been neglected throughout the decades. For which there will be huge shortage of teaching personal qualified in various area of specialty and pedagogical skills. Besides it will demand for equipment, workshops and laboratories and so on. Sports education is another much neglected field of our education which will also create same problem of scarcity of sports professional to appoint in school to train our students as focused in NEP. 
3. The policy speaks for encouraging knowledge treasure though acceleration high-quality translation in all local and Indian languages expansion of public and school libraries, setting up community library in order to make a knowledge hub. But only facilitation is not enough for creation of a knowledge society, it requires attitude change. It is true that books cannot be replaced by smart phone or any electronic gadgets. But present generation is more inclined search for any readymade finished type knowledge available in the internet instead of visiting library. Major challenge in this regard lies in changing this attitude; otherwise, aforesaid investment will be mere wastage of public money.  
4. The policy speaks for Career Management and Progression scheme that includes performance wise promotion and salary hike. Here in this regard career growth (in terms of tenure, promotions, salary increases, etc.) is available to teachers within a single school stage (i.e., Foundational, Preparatory, Middle, or Secondary), and that there is no career progression-related incentive to move from being teachers in early stages to later stages or vice versa (though such career moves across stages will be allowed, provided the teacher has the desire and qualifications for such a move). This is to support the fact that all stages of school education will require the highest-quality teachers, and no stage will be considered more important than any other. Apparently, this scheme seems to be a very effective to ensure conglomeration of efficient teachers but the possible challenges here in this regard is due to promotion related red tapism, flattering, corruption that will lead to wide spread dissatisfaction among teachers and also defaming teachers’ social image. Uncertainty about confirmation and promotion will affect teachers’ performance.

5. In the field of higher education, the NEP has made significant recommendation which include moving to large multidisciplinary universities like the ancient Indian universities Takshashila, Nalanda, Vallabhi, and Vikramshila, which had thousands of students from India and the world studying in vibrant multidisciplinary environments. It is also suggested for inclusion of option to run Open Distance Learning (ODL) and online programmes, encouraging research focusing on self-financed vocational courses.
Here in this regard the major issue of concern is transformation of a large system of higher education that comprises 800 universities and 39000 colleges in a completely new system with the same human resources who are the product of previous system that is desired to be replaced. Another issue is self-financed courses where no clear-cut guidelines are given how to run these courses. Here fee will be the major concern and fee hike will be the biggest obstacle.
6. Another major issue arises here in this regard is historical. Starting from Radhakrishnan commission to knowledge to Right to education act different steps have been taken to modernize education. Kotheri commission of 1964 has given many significant recommendations. But a big question mark here is whether these recommendations were taken seriously or implemented and the answer is no. Significant recommendations of kothari commission i.e. socially useful productive works; establishment of reputed standard institution remained as suggestions for suggestions sake. In India one government replaced other, one party replaces another so also the policy. 


Conclusion: 
In India a policy is prepared with extreme care taking care of foundations that it should be based. But as far as the implementation is concerned it we see a complete opposite picture. NEP 2020 is a very thoughtful, well-planned policy where every element of education is analyzed thoroughly and recommendations are being made accordingly.  It is hoped that the authorities would show its true willingness to implement it coming above narrow political interests to make our country truly a knowledge centre of the globe. 

References:
1. National Education Policy 2020. Retrieved from https://www.education.gov.in on 6/11/2021 at 5 pm.
2. Kumar, D. (2021). A critical analysis and a glimpse of new education policy,2020. International journal of scientific & engineering research.vol-11,issue 10. Retrieved from https://www.ijser.org on 6/11/2021 at 6 pm.
3. Sawant,R & Sankpal,B.U(2021). National Education Policy 2020 and higher education: A brief review. International journal of creative research thoughts. Retrieved from https://ijct.org on 6/11/2021 at 5 pm.

