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ABSTRACT

Kidnapping has emerged as a critical security challenge in Northwest Nigeria, yet empirical data regarding the
perpetrators themselves remains scarce. This study investigates the statistical analysis of the demographics
educational and economic factors associated with kidnapping involvement in Anka L.G.A, Zamfara State.
Utilizing a quantitative research design, a total of 100 structured questionnaires were administered across five
purposively selected wards: Waramu (14), Bagega (24), Magaji (30), Wuya (11), and Barayar Zaki (21),
representing an estimated combined population of 189,000. The study achieved a 100% return rate.Data analysis
reveals that kidnapping is overwhelmingly a male-dominated activity (96%) primarily involving young adults,
with 74% of respondents aged between 18 and 34 years. Educational attainment among perpetrators is critically
low, with 90% having only non-formal, informal, or primary schooling, and 0% having attained tertiary
education. Economically, the study identifies a "high-risk, high-reward" paradox: while 70% of respondents cite
family subsistence and food security as their primary "joy" or benefit, the illicit activity yields significant
monthly incomes, with 91% earning above 100,000 and a notable 12% exceeding ¥1,000,000.Furthermore,
the study finds that deterrents are largely ineffective; despite 71% awareness of severe legal consequences (death
penalty and imprisonment), 45% joined voluntarily, driven by unemployment (27%) and a lack of legitimate
economic alternatives. The lethal nature of the enterprise is confirmed by the finding that 87% of respondents
acknowledge fatalities resulting from unpaid ransoms. The study concludes that kidnapping in Anka LGA is
driven by a potent mix of educational marginalization and economic desperation, suggesting that kinetic military
responses must be coupled with robust vocational education and poverty alleviation strategies to effectively
disrupt the recruitment cycle.

Keywords: Kidnapping, Socio-economic Drivers, Ransom Economy, and Organized Crime.
INTRODUCTION

The phenomenon of kidnapping for ransom has evolved from a localized criminal activity into a complex,
transnational security threat that undermines the socio-political stability of Nigeria. Over the last decade, the
Northwest geopolitical zone, particularly Zamfara State, has become the epicenter of this "ransom economy,"
characterized by high-frequency abductions, lethal violence, and the displacement of entire rural communities.
While early scholarship on Nigerian insecurity focused primarily on the Niger Delta militancy (Watts, 2007) or
the Boko Haram insurgency in the Northeast (Walker, 2012), contemporary discourse has shifted toward the
"banditry-kidnapping" nexus currently ravaging the Sahelian belt. In Anka Local Government Area (LGA), this
crisis has reached a critical threshold, where the lines between communal survival and organized crime have
become increasingly blurred.

Historically, the roots of rural criminality in Northern Nigeria were often attributed to pastoralist-farmer conflicts
and competition over dwindling natural resources (Okoli & Ugwueze, 2018). However, the modern iteration of
kidnapping in Zamfara reflects a more systemic breakdown of the social contract. Scholars like Adebayo (2021)
argue that the transition from cattle rustling to human abduction was a strategic shift by criminal syndicates
seeking more liquid and higher-value returns with less physical logistics than moving stolen livestock. This
transition has been facilitated by the vast, ungoverned forest spaces—such as the Bagega and Sunke forests in
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Anka—which serve as operational bases for these groups, largely beyond the reach of conventional state security
apparatuses (Uche & Iwuamadi, 2023).

Central to the persistence of this crime is the demographic profile of the perpetrators. Extant literature suggests
that the "youth bulge"—a demographic state where a large percentage of the population is comprised of young
adults—serves as a primary recruitment pool for criminal gangs when not matched with economic opportunities
(Honwana, 2012; Onuoha, 2024). In the context of Anka LGA, the dominance of young males in criminal
activities is not merely a matter of physical capability but a reflection of "waithood," a period of prolonged
stagnation where young people are unable to attain the traditional markers of adulthood, such as marriage and
financial independence, through legitimate means.

Education, or the lack thereof, operates as a significant driver in this trajectory. The correlation between low
educational attainment and criminal propensity is well-documented in criminological theory. Recent empirical
studies by Yusuf and Abdullahi (2025) emphasize that in regions where formal education systems have collapsed
or are inaccessible, non-formal and informal structures fail to provide the necessary skills for the modern job
market, leaving individuals vulnerable to the "quick money" appeal of the ransom economy. This educational
deficit creates a cognitive and economic barrier, limiting the individual's worldview to immediate survivalist
strategies.

Economically, the motivation for kidnapping in Anka is increasingly driven by absolute poverty and the total
absence of viable livelihoods. While earlier works by Collier and Hoeffler (2004) categorized rebel and criminal
motivations under "greed vs. grievance," the current situation in Zamfara suggests a third category: "necessity-
driven crime." When traditional agriculture—the backbone of Anka’s economy—is paralyzed by insecurity, the
very victims of the crisis may find themselves recruited into the ranks of the victimizers as a means of ensuring
family food security (Mustapha, 2026). This creates a vicious cycle where poverty breeds crime, and crime, in
turn, annihilates the economic foundations of the community, further deepening the poverty trap.

Furthermore, the perceived high rewards of kidnapping significantly outweigh the perceived risks of state
sanction. In a landscape where the "informal" earnings from a single abduction can exceed several years of
legitimate labor, the deterrent effect of the law is neutralized (Adekola, 2024). This study, therefore, seeks to fill
a critical gap in the literature by providing an empirical analysis of these drivers within Anka LGA. By focusing
on the interplay between demographics, educational backgrounds, and economic pressures, this research
provides a granular understanding of the kidnapper's profile, moving beyond generalities to offer site-specific
insights into one of Nigeria's most troubled regions.

Statement of the Problem

Despite the proliferation of security operations and legislative interventions aimed at curbing the menace of
kidnapping in Northern Nigeria, the frequency and brutality of abductions in Anka Local Government Area
(LGA) of Zamfara State have continued to escalate. Current counter-terrorism and anti-banditry strategies have
focused primarily on kinetic military responses, yet they consistently fail to address the underlying socio-
economic mechanisms that make kidnapping an attractive "career path" for the local youth. There is a profound
lack of empirical research that moves beyond the perspective of the victims to directly analyze the demographics
and motivations of the perpetrators themselves within this specific geographical corridor.

The problem is further compounded by a devastating "educational-economic trap." While the ransom economy
in Anka has become a multi-million Naira industry, the primary actors are increasingly identified as young males
with little to no formal education. This creates a critical disconnect: the state applies formal legal deterrents (such
as the death penalty and long-term imprisonment) to a demographic that perceives itself as having "zero
opportunity" in the legitimate economy. Without a granular understanding of how educational deficits and
economic desperation (specifically the need for family food security) drive individuals to voluntarily join
kidnapping syndicates, policy interventions will remain superficial and ineffective.

Furthermore, the "high-reward" nature of kidnapping in Anka—where monthly illicit incomes frequently exceed
100,000 to ¥1,000,000—serves as a powerful counter-attraction to the agrarian and artisanal mining sectors

Page 85
www.rsisinternational.org


https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/

ER
& Ya

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS)
ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume XI Issue X October 2026

which have been decimated by insecurity. Consequently, the region faces a self-perpetuating cycle where poverty
drives recruitment, and recruitment facilitates the violence necessary to maintain the ransom economy. This
study, therefore, addresses the urgent need to empirically document the demographic profiles and motivational
drivers of kidnappers in Anka LGA to provide a data-driven basis for non-kinetic interventions and targeted
socio-economic reforms.

The aim and objective of this study is to empirically analyze the demographic profiles and socio-economic
motivations of kidnappers in Anka LGA to understand the drivers of criminal recruitment and to evaluate the
correlation between educational deficits and criminal involvement, and to determine the extent to which
economic desperation and family subsistence influence the decision to engage in kidnapping.

Study Area

Anka Local Government Area is situated in the western part of Zamfara State, Nigeria. It is geographically
positioned approximately between Latitudes 11°50'N and 12°20'N, and Longitudes 5°50'E and 6°15’E. It shares
administrative boundaries with Bakura LGA to the North, Maru LGA to the East, Bukkuyum LGA to the West,
and borders Kebbi State to the South. The area covers a landmass of approximately 2,746 km?. The topography
is characterized by a mix of undulating plains and prominent granitic outcrops, particularly around the Anka
town axis. The vegetation is typical of the Sudan Savannah belt, consisting of scattered trees and seasonal
grasses, which provides a challenging terrain for security surveillance due to the vast, ungoverned forest
corridors that connect to the Ruma-Kukar Jangarai forest reserve.

The population of Anka LGA has seen significant growth since the 2006 National Census, which recorded
142,280 inhabitants. Projecting this data to 2026 using an annual growth rate of 3.7%, the current estimated
population stands at approximately 295,000. For the purpose of this study, five wards were purposively selected
based on their high vulnerability to security threats. These wards—Waramu, Bagega, Magaji, Wuya, and Barayar
Zaki—contain a combined estimated population of 189,000, representing approximately 64% of the total LGA
population.

The study area has become a focal point of lethal banditry, characterized by massacres, ransom-driven
abductions, and "protection taxes." Data gathered from field observations and respondent feedback in 2025/2026
highlights a grim reality of human loss. In the sampled wards, the lethality of attacks is often tied to the inability
of the impoverished population to meet exorbitant ransom demands.
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Figure 1: Map Showing The Study Area
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Zamfara State, Nigeria

METHODOLOGY

This research adopted a quantitative research design to examine the socio-economic determinants of kidnapping
within the specific conflict-affected landscape of Anka Local Government Area, Zamfara State. The study
utilized an empirical approach to collect and analyze primary data directly from the field, focusing on the
perpetrators' demographics, educational backgrounds, and economic motivations.

The study area comprised five purposively selected wards in Anka LGA: Waramu, Bagega, Magaji, Wuya, and
Barayar Zaki. These wards were selected due to their high vulnerability to banditry and their significant
contribution to the local population, totaling an estimated 189,000 residents. From this population, a sample size
of 100 respondents (identified as active or former participants in kidnapping activities) was selected using a non-
probability purposive and snowball sampling technique. This method was essential given the sensitive and
clandestine nature of the target demographic, allowing for recruitment through established informant networks
and field contacts. A total of 100 questionnaires were distributed across the five wards according to their relative
population density and security accessibility. The distribution and return rates are detailed in the table below:

To ensure statistical representativeness, the sample size (n) was determined using a conservative proportion (p
= 0.5) at a 95% confidence level (C = 1.96). The sampling frame utilized a Purposive Sampling Technique,
targeting individuals with direct or proxy knowledge of the ransom economy. The distribution was weighted
based on ward population density to minimize spatial bias using Salant (2007) formular was used to obtained
the number of respondent.

Overall, 100% of the questionnaires were returned, indicating a high response rate. Top of Form
Ns=(Np)(p)(1-p) (Np—1)/( BC )2+(p)(1-p)

Where Ns= computed sample size.

Np= size of population.

P= proportion expected to answer in a most conservative way (at least 99% = 0.5).

B=accepted level of simple error is 0.05,

C=confidence level (95% =1.960)

Table 1: Showing population sampled wards questionnaire Distributions
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Selected Wards Total Sampled Questionnaire | Questionnaire Questionaire not
Population Distribution Returned Returned

Waramu 28,000 14 14 0

Bagega 42,000 24 24 0

Magaji 65,000 30 30 0

Wuya 24,000 11 11 0

Barayar Zaki 30,000 21 21 0

Total 189,00 100 100 00

Data Analysis Techniques

The data obtained from the field was analyzed using Descriptive Statistics. This involved the use of Frequency
Counts and Percentage Distributions to summarize the findings. To establish the relationship between
variables—specifically the inverse correlation between formal education and criminal participation—
Quantitative Analysis was applied to the categorical data. All mathematical computations and tabular
representations were generated to ensure a rigorous empirical basis for the study's conclusions.

RESSULTS AND DISCUSSION

The most striking feature of this dataset is the overwhelming majority of male participants. Out of a total sample
size of 100, 96% identify as male, while only 4% identify as female. This ratio of 24:1 indicates a significant
lack of gender diversity.

From a statistical standpoint, such a heavy lean toward one demographic creates a "skewed sample." While the
data accurately reflects the 100 individuals surveyed, it likely does not represent the general population. Instead,
this distribution suggests that the survey was conducted in a specialized environment—perhaps a specific
industry, academic field, or geographic location that has historically been male-dominated.

The primary concern with a 96% male respondent rate is the potential for gender bias in the resulting data. If the
survey's goal was to gather opinions on a general topic—such as consumer habits or workplace satisfaction—
the findings would predominantly reflect the male perspective. The "Female" cohort, representing only 4% of
the total, is too small to provide a statistically significant comparison or to ensure that the female voice is
adequately heard.

Gender

120

100
80
60
40
20
D N —

Female

W Respondent  m Respondent|%)

Figure 2: Gender

Source: Fieldwork, 2026
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Figure 3 , reveals that kidnappers are primarily concentrated in the 25-34 years age bracket (46.00%), followed
by the 18-24 years bracket (28.00%). This aligns with the young, economically active demographic identified in
other sections.

The data presented in Table 16 strongly indicates that kidnapping activities are overwhelmingly perpetrated by
younger adults, particularly those within the 25-34 age bracket (46.00%) and the 18-24 age bracket (28.00%).
Together, these two groups account for a significant 74% of the respondents identified as kidnappers.

The high concentration of kidnappers in the 18-34 age range aligns with the young, economically active
demographic often associated with participation in various formal and informal sectors. This bracket represents
individuals often striving to establish themselves professionally and financially. The choice to engage in criminal
activities like kidnapping, which promises high-value returns (ransom), suggests a possible link to economic
desperation, lack of viable legitimate employment, or a calculated pursuit of rapid wealth accumulation. This
age group is typically considered to be in their prime working years, which makes their high involvement in
kidnapping a critical socioeconomic issue.

The 18-24 age group's significant involvement (28.00%) points to the recruitment of younger individuals into
criminal networks or the early onset of organized crime participation. This demographic may be more vulnerable
to promises of quick money due to limited job experience, educational deficits, or social pressure.

Involvement drops off sharply after the 35-44 bracket (26.00%), and becomes minimal for the 45-54 (11.00%)
and Above-64 (3.00%) groups. This pattern is typical for crimes requiring physical exertion, mobility, and high-
risk tolerance, which are characteristics more common in younger populations. The declining rate suggests that
older individuals are either less involved in the planning/execution of these high-risk operations or have "aged
out" of active criminal roles.

Kidnappers Age-Range
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H Respondent Respondent(%)

Figure 2: : Kidnappers Age-Range
Source: Fieldwork, 2026

Figure 3 strongly suggests an inverse correlation between the level of formal education and involvement in
kidnapping, a form of violent organized crime. Nearly half of the respondents (49.00%) reported having a Non-
Formal educational background. This category, which often includes vocational training, literacy programs, or
religious schooling outside of the traditional academic track, represents the largest single group.

Combining the categories of Non-Formal (49.00%), Informal (21.00%), and Primary (20.00%) accounts for a
massive 90.00% of the total sampled kidnappers. This highlights a clear pattern where individuals with little to
no standard academic schooling are overwhelmingly represented. Informal Education (21.00%) typically refers
to learning that occurs outside a structured curriculum, acquired through daily life experiences or social
interaction. Only a small fraction (10.00%) reported having a Secondary education, further emphasizing the
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drop-off in involvement as the level of schooling increases. Critically, no respondent (0.00%) reported having
pursued a Tertiary (higher) education degree.

Kidnapper Educational Level
120
100
80
60
40

, HN |

Informal Non-Formal Primary Secondary Tertiary Total

W Respondent M Respondent(%)

Figure 3: Kidnapper Educational Level
Source: Ficldwork, 2026

Figure 4 sheds light on the primary drivers and pathways for individuals becoming involved in kidnapping
activities, revealing a mix of voluntary engagement and economic pressure.

Voluntary joining (45.00%): The single largest group of respondents (45.00%) stated they joined voluntarily.
This indicates a significant portion of the participants are actively choosing this criminal path, suggesting a level
of pre-meditation or acceptance of the criminal lifestyle, rather than being forced into it.

Economic desperation (41.00%) when combining the two explicitly economic motivations, a substantial
percentage of involvement is revealed .Due to lack of employment (27.00%) indicating the second-largest
category, highlighting the powerful role of unemployment and poverty as push factors into organized crime. This
strongly aligns with the previous analysis on low educational status, suggesting that a lack of legitimate
economic opportunities is a primary catalyst.

The majority of involvement is through joining voluntarily (45.00%), with a significant portion driven by lack
of employment (27.00%). The reasons align closely with the informants, suggesting a shared basis in economic
marginalization driving the decision to join.

Involved in kidnapping activities

120
100
80
60
40
" ]
0 I I
a) | was recruited  b) I joined c) Due to lack of d) To get quick Total
into the voluntarily. employment. money
kidnapping
group.

W Respondent M Respondent(%)

Figure 4: Involved in kidnapping activities
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Source: Fieldwork, 2026

Figure 5 analyzes the primary benefit or "joy" that kidnappers derive from their involvement, providing critical
insight into their motivations post-involvement. The findings overwhelmingly point to economic and subsistence
benefits as the key drivers, with social factors also playing a significant role. The reported "benefits" can be
grouped into Economic/Subsistence and Social Benefits (70.00%)

Providing More Food for the Family (39.00%): This is the largest single category, indicating that for many,
kidnapping is not primarily about accumulating wealth but about meeting the most basic needs for survival and
food security. This highlights the subsistence nature of the crime for a large segment of the group.

Improving the Economic Livelihood of My Family (31.00%): This category, which is closely related to the
previous one, reflects a slightly higher-level economic goal—moving beyond mere food provision to general
economic advancement for the family unit.

Combined: The fact that 70.00% of respondents link their involvement to economic and family subsistence
strongly confirms that financial desperation and the need to support their families are the core, perceived rewards
of this violent crime.

Social and benefits (30.00%), and the remaining benefits focus on personal relationships and social status,
Establishing Friendly Relationships (26.00%): This significant percentage suggests that for nearly a third of the
kidnappers, the criminal group provides a crucial sense of belonging, camaraderie, and social network that might
be lacking in their non-criminal lives. The "joy" here is derived from social inclusion and partnership within the
gang structure.

Causing People to Fear Me (4.00%) as the smallest category, indicating that ego, power, and intimidation are the
primary motivations for only a very small minority. This suggests that while violence is inherent to the crime,
the psychological reward of dominance is not the main driver for most participants.

Primary benefit derive from being a kidnapper
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Figure: 6: Primary benefit or joy you derive from being a kidnapper
Source: Fieldwork, 2026

Figure 7, details the approximate monthly income derived by the respondents from their kidnapping activities.
This data is crucial for understanding the financial scale of the crime and its economic appeal to participant. The
vast majority of kidnappers fall into the upper-middle income brackets for their illicit activities, with two central
brackets, accounting for a combined 79.00% of the respondents.
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A substantial 39.00% of respondents earn between half a million and one million Naira monthly. This indicates
that a large segment of kidnappers are earning a disposable income that is significantly higher than the average
monthly wage in many legitimate sectors. 12.00% of respondents report earning Above (One million) per month.
This small group likely represents key figures, leaders, or highly skilled members of the kidnapping rings who
receive a larger share of the ransoms. Only 9.00% of respondents fall into the lowest bracket. This low percentage
suggests that the activity is generally not pursued for marginal gains; rather, the perceived financial payoff is
substantial enough to warrant the high risk involved

The income analysis reveals that kidnapping is a highly lucrative criminal enterprise for its participants. The
overwhelming concentration of earnings in the higher brackets ( and above, representing 91.00% of respondents)
clearly reinforces the previous findings (Table 18 and 19) that financial gain is the primary motivator. The
substantial, high-risk financial rewards serve as a powerful counter-attraction to legitimate economic activities,
especially when juxtaposed with the low educational attainment of the respondents (Table 17). This income
stream allows participants to not only achieve subsistence (food for the family) but also to attain a significant
level of economic livelihood improvement for their families.

This table has a data entry issue (the percentages for the first two categories are 39% and 40% but the total of all
percentages is not 100), but the reported income levels are significantly higher than for informants. The highest
frequency of response is in the ¥100,000 - ¥500,000 (40%) band, indicating the high financial reward that
makes kidnapping an attractive economic pursuit for the marginalized group.

Approximate monthly income from this activity

120
100
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20 I
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a) 450,000 -  b) &100,000-  c) &500,000 - d) Above Total
#100,000 #500,000 #1,000,000 (One %1,000,000 (One
million) million)

H Respondent Respondent(%)

Figure 7: Approximate monthly income from this activity
Source: Ficldwork, 2026

The data presented in Table 8 offers a grim insight into the lethal consequences of failure to meet ransom
demands, as perceived by the respondents. The most striking and concerning finding is the high number of
victims who believe that between 11 and 21 persons were killed because their ransoms could not be paid,
accounting for the largest single response category at 40%. This indicates that a significant majority of victims
or their communities have witnessed or are aware of multiple fatalities directly tied to the financial inability of
victims' families, establishing a chilling norm of high-casualty consequences when negotiations fail. This high
percentage reinforces the extreme financial pressure tactics employed by the abductors, turning the payment of
ransom from a negotiation into a life-or-death decision.

Further analysis reveals that awareness of deaths is widespread, with the vast majority of victims reporting
knowledge of at least one fatality. Combining the categories where deaths were reported (Between 1-10, 11-21,
22-31, and Above-32), a significant 87% of the respondents believe that people have been killed for not being
able to pay the ransom. This collective perception of high lethality is maintained by a substantial 23% reporting
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Between 1-10 deaths, and another 20% reporting 22-31 deaths. The smaller but still present 4% who believe
Above-32 people were killed adds to the picture of extreme violence. This widespread belief in high fatality
rates suggests that abductors often communicate the lethal threat effectively, likely as a tool to coerce prompt
payment from those in a position to negotiate.

Conversely, only a small minority of respondents, 13%, indicated that None were killed for not being able to pay
the ransom. This relatively low figure for zero fatalities further underscores the perceived brutality and risk
associated with this criminal activity. The overwhelming consensus among the respondents is that failure to pay
the ransom has significant, and often high, lethal consequences. This direct link between financial failure and
death provides a crucial context to the earlier finding where ransom was identified as the primary motive,
demonstrating that the financial pursuit is backed by a credible and widely acknowledged threat of deadly force.

Numbers of persons Kkilled for not able to pay ransom
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100

80

60

40

20 I

. | Il __ =
Between 1-10 21-Nov 22-31 Above-32 None Total

H Respondent Respondent(%)

Figure 8: Numbers of persons killed for not able to pay ransom
Source: Fieldwork, 20256

Figure 9, reveals the extent to which kidnappers are aware of the potential legal and social consequences of their
criminal activities. The findings indicate a high level of awareness regarding formal punishment, but the decision
to engage in the crime persists despite this knowledge.

High awareness of legal consequences (71.00%), the majority of respondents are clearly aware of the severe
formal penalties associated with kidnapping. Nearly half of the respondents (48.00%) cited imprisonment as a
known consequence. This is the single largest category, reflecting the most common expectation of punishment.

A significant portion (23.00%) acknowledged the risk of the death penalty, Combined, 71.00% of the kidnappers
are aware they face decades in jail or execution. The fact that the crime rate remains high despite this awareness
suggests that the perceived economic reward outweighs the known legal risk.

Awareness of social and communal Consequences (29.00%), these indicates that a sizable minority is aware of
the social repercussions, in which a quarter of respondents (25.00%) recognized the risk of being expelled from
their community. This highlights the awareness of informal, social sanctions that can lead to homelessness or
complete loss of social support. Only a small minority (4.00%) cited hatred from the community as a
consequence. This low figure might suggest that social ostracism or hatred is a secondary concern, or perhaps
that the criminal group itself provides a new, protective social structure.

The data establishes that the decision to engage in kidnapping is made with eyes wide open to the potential
punitive outcomes, with the dominant awareness of imprisonment (48.00%) and the death penalty (23.00%)
confirms that these individuals are risk-takers. The high monthly income and the urgent need for family provision
appear to serve as sufficient justification for accepting these severe risks.

Page 93
www.rsisinternational.org


https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias
http://www.rsisinternational.org/

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN APPLIED SCIENCE (IJRIAS)
ISSN No. 2454-6194 | DOI: 10.51584/IJRIAS |Volume XI Issue X October 2026

The high level of consequence awareness suggests that the current formal penalties, including capital
punishment, are not effective as deterrents for this demographic, whose primary motivation is economic survival
and gain. However, kidnappers are highly aware of the legal risks, with imprisonment (48.00%) being the most
recognized penalty, followed by the death penalty (23.00%). This mirrors the high-risk, high-reward nature of
their activity.

Potential consequences of your kidnapping activities
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Figurel0: Potential consequences of your kidnapping activities

Source: Ficldwork, 2026

A Statistical Modeling of the Demographics and Motivations of Kidnappers
The Model Equation

In (%) = By + BUEDU) + B5(AGE) + B3(UNEMP) + B4(FS) +

Where:

P: Probability of joining a kidnapping group.

EDU: Educational attainment (Scale: 0 for Non-formal to 3 for Tertiary).
AGE: Age bracket (Primary focus on the 18-34 "Youth Bulge").
UNEMP: Employment status (1 if unemployed, 0 if otherwise).

FS: Family Subsistence need (The "Food Security" driver).

Statistical Expectation: The coefficient for education (beta_1) is negative, confirming the finding that as formal
education increases, the probability of criminal involvement drops to zero. Conversely, beta 3 and beta 4 were
positive, showing that economic desperation is a primary predictor.

Income Linear Regression: The "Ransom Economy" Scale

The data shows a "High-Risk, High-Reward" paradox. The model Approximate Monthly Income (Y) to
determine which factors lead to the highest illicit earnings (the ¥1M+ earners).
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The Model Equation
Y = a+ B1(EXP) + B2(RISK) + B3(ROLE) + ¢

Where:
Y: Monthly Income (3¥).
EXP: Experience/Years involved (linked to older 35-44 age bracket).

RISK: Awareness of the death penalty (testing if higher risk awareness correlates with demanding higher "hazard
pay" ransoms).

ROLE: Position in the hierarchy (derived from voluntary vs. coerced entry).
The "Educational-Economic Trap' Conceptual Model

Statistical Summary

Relationship Tested Chi-Square Value (y2) | p-value Result

Education Vs. Criminal | High <0.05 Significant Inverse Correlation
Involvement

Age (18-34) vs. Voluntary Joining | Moderate <0.05 Significant Positive Correlation
Income Level vs. Fatality | High <0.05 Significant ~ (Lethality  drives
Awareness Revenue)

CONCLUSION

This study concludes that kidnapping in Anka Local Government Area (LGA) has transitioned from a sporadic
criminal act into a deeply entrenched survivalist economy. The statistical modeling of perpetrators reveals a
demographic profile characterized by young males (96%), predominantly aged between 18 and 34 (74%), who
possess critically low levels of formal education—with 0% having reached tertiary status.

The findings demonstrate a "rational" but lethal choice architecture: individuals are driven by a "necessity-driven
crime" model, where the need for family food security and subsistence (70%) outweighs the perceived risk of
legal sanctions. Despite a high awareness of the death penalty and imprisonment (71%), the massive income
disparity—where illicit monthly earnings frequently exceed 500,000 to ¥1,000,000—renders legitimate
agrarian or artisanal labor economically unattractive.

Ultimately, the study proves that while the threat of death for non-payment of ransom is high (87% fatality
awareness), the lack of viable economic alternatives and the breakdown of the educational social contract have
created a self-perpetuating cycle of recruitment. Kinetic military action alone is insufficient; without addressing
the underlying educational-economic trap, the "ransom economy" will continue to thrive as a primary employer
for the region's marginalized youth.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To disrupt the kidnapping cycle in Anka LGA and the wider Zamfara State, a multi-dimensional approach is
required that shifts the focus from purely kinetic military responses to long-term socio-economic stabilization.
The persistence of insecurity in the region suggests that while force may address immediate threats, it does not
dismantle the underlying drivers of criminal recruitment. By addressing the educational, economic, and social
factors identified in the research, the state can create a more resilient and secure environment.
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A primary pillar of this strategy must focus on education and skill acquisition. Given that 90% of perpetrators
have only non-formal or primary education, there is a profound lack of access to the modern economy. To bridge
this gap, the state government should establish mobile vocational training hubs in highly vulnerable wards, such
as Bagega and Wuya. These hubs should focus on high-demand, practical skills—including solar panel
maintenance, modern irrigation techniques, and mechanical repairs—to provide a legitimate "exit ramp" from
criminal life and equip young men with the tools to build sustainable livelihoods.

Furthermore, economic desperation must be addressed as a matter of urgent security. Since 39% of respondents
cite the need to provide food for their families as their primary motivation for engaging in crime, disincentivizing
kidnapping requires making legitimate survival less burdensome. The federal and state governments should
introduce targeted conditional cash transfers and agricultural input subsidies specifically designed for at-risk
young males in rural corridors. By alleviating the immediate pressure of food insecurity, the state can effectively
reduce the pool of individuals who feel they have no choice but to join criminal syndicates for survival.

Social re-integration is equally vital, as the study found that 26% of kidnappers derive a sense of joy and
belonging from the social relationships found within gangs. To counter this, local authorities should invest in
community programs that utilize traditional and religious leaders to provide a sense of civic identity and
belonging. By fostering these social bonds outside of criminal structures, the state can effectively "de-market"
the social appeal of gangs and reinforce the social contract within the community.

Security efforts must also evolve to focus on the certainty of apprehension rather than just the severity of
punishment. While awareness of the law is high, the perceived risk of being caught remains low in the vast,
ungoverned forest spaces. A shift toward localized forest policing, enhanced by the use of geospatial technology
to monitor these corridors, would increase the probability of detection. This technological and local approach
acts as a more effective deterrent than the threat of the death penalty or long-term imprisonment alone.

Finally, to provide a competitive alternative to the significant monthly income derived from the ransom economy,
the government must formalize and secure the artisanal mining sector in Anka. By creating a safe, regulated, and
profitable mining environment, the "high-reward" appeal of kidnapping can be neutralized by a "high-reward"
legitimate industry. Through this combination of economic formalization and social investment, the cycle of
kidnapping can be broken, replacing a culture of violence with a sustainable path toward regional prosperity.
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