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Abstract: The purpose of this research work is to investigate and
analyze the socio-economic implications of oil exploration in the
Niger Delta region. Egbema Local Government Area in Imo
State was used as the study area to represent the Niger Delta
region. For the relevance of this study, Karl Mark theory of
economic determinism was used as the theoretical frame work;
and in the research methodology, a structured questionnaire was
administered to the indigenes of the selected Niger Delta region
to elicit the necessary information needed for this study. At the
end of this study, researcher observed that there is a relationship
between there is a relationship between oil exploration and
environmental degradation in the Niger Delta region as well as
lack of capacity building/skills acquisition. Based on the findings
of this study, it recommends among other things, that oil
companies should improve the standard of living of their host
communities by providing them with necessary social amenities,
paying adequate compensation to the affected people in the area
and ensuring that the capacity of the youths is built to reduce the
rate of youth restiveness in the region. Equally, adequate devices
should be used for environmental protection in the region.
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I. INTRODUCING THE CONCLUSION

Nigeria is the world’s 11" largest oil producer, and the
largest oil producer in Africa. Nigeria is the 10" world
largest holder of proven reserves at 36 billion barrels, and aim
to raise proven reserves from 36 to 40 billion barrels by 2010
across the Nine States of the Niger Delta region (Cross River,
Akwa-lborn, Rivers, Bayelsa, Edo, Delta, Imo, Abia and
Ondo) (Akpan, 2001).

Nna (2001) opined that with the location of oil wells, flow
stations and export terminals on the land and swaps of the
Niger Delta region, it has brought social, economic, political
and environmental problems on its host communities. Oil
exploration has displaced the people of the Niger Delta
region, dislocated their lives, polluted their waters, damaged
their farm lands and has exposed the people to debilitating
health hazards. He went further to say that the people of Niger
Delta have almost lost all sense of belonging due to neglect,
marginalization, deprivation, poverty, disempowerment and
underdevelopment of the Niger Delta region.

According to Marcualey (2005), the hardship and poverty
prevalent in the Niger Delta Area appear to have a
psychological grip and a feeling of hopelessness on the people
of the region. The indigenes of the Niger Delta feel that the
community they cherished and which used to provide for their
forefathers has become unsafe and dehumanized. The chain of
events is assumed to have been responsible for the gradual
displacement of routine traditional economic activities of the
people. Other sources of livelihood were affected as land
could not be farmed on again and the sea bereft of fishes and
other seafoods as a result of oil spillages. In a related issue, oil
exploration and spillage have displaced the people of Niger
Delta region, dislocated their lives, polluted their waters, and
damaged their farmlands. The Delta people are exposed to
debilitating health hazards occasioned by oil spills,
hydrocarbon pollution, gas flaring and other forms of
environmental degradation. Some of the activities in the oil
industry that caused environmental degradation include oil
drilling, pipe-line transportation and oil refining, neglect,
underdevelopment and pollution in the Niger Delta region
(OKoriji, 1999).

Egbema is mainly surrounded by forest, lakes and rivers.
Notably among the rivers, are Oloshi, Urashi, Amadinkwu,
Eluekpe and NKkesa, linking Egbema with Oguta in Imo State,
Ndoni and Ogbaland in RivefeState, and Aboh in Delta State.
Egbema is surrounded by water that a seven year old child
can swim and paddle canoe. There are fresh water swamps
and mangroves in the area, which make them one of the
major suppliers of timber in Nigeria (Agboola, 1979). Before
oil exploration began in Egbema, the community was
known for its excellence in farming and fishing. The people
are also known for production of cassava, yam, melon,
plantain, palm oil and fishes in, commercial quantity. There
were basic nutrients required for both animal and plant
survival in the sea and on the land. The rivers were
singularly known for their high natural selection of aquatic
species that served as food and as a source of capital in land
(Madaki, 2005).
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1.1 Challenging Problems of the study

Iheriohanma (2016) and Dode (2017) posited that oil
exploration has heightened the level of economic hardship in
terms of hunger in the Niger Delta, due to the problems
associated with oil exploration which has affected aquatic
lives, trees and plants. The impacts of oil exploration are
heavily observed on the helpless rural people in the oil
producing rural communities, hence these are suspected as
cause of youth restiveness and the poor socio-economic down
turn in the Niger Delta region.

The socio-economic impacts of oil exploration on the lives of
Niger Delta people may be the cause of these conflicts
between the oil companies and their host communities. There
is need to build the capacity of the youths, encourage
entrepreneurship and provide employment for the teeming
youths who roam the streets for none existent jobs. There is
also the need to make the rural immunities conducive for
entrepreneurship for gainful economic activities for the youths
of the Niger Delta.

1.2 Objective of the Study

The general objective of this study is to oil spillage and
environmental degradation in Niger Delta region, while the
specific objective is to explore ways of avoiding conflict
between oil companies and host communities in order to
promote cordial relationship and peaceful coexistence.

The hypothesis formulated for this study was: There is a
relationship between oil spillage, capacity building and youth
restiveness in the Niger Delta region.

1.3 The overriding Significance of the Study

The significance of the study can he viewed from two
dimensions: ~ Practical  significance and  theoretical
significance.

(@) Practical significance: The findings of this study will
serve as a guide to the oil companies, government, and
host communities in relation to management and
policy formulation as well as understanding
themselves more maturely in handling any conflict and
developmental situation that may arise.'

(b) Theoretically significance: This study will increase the
volume of existing knowledge on 'oil exploration and
exploitation. It will serve as a reference material to
oil companies, host communities and students
who may be interested to research on the same topic and
or other related issues. These findings can also be used
in solving related social
problems.

I[l. SOME CONTENDING LITERATURE AND
THEORETICAL ISSUES ON OIL EXPLORATION AND
YOTH RESTIVENESS IN THE NIGER DELTA
REGION.
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Apart from the infrastructural developments and other
incentive which the people in the Niger Delta enjoy as a result
of oil companies presence in their area, the negative impacts
of oil explorations have been observed in the region. These
have made the presence of the oil companies more
uncomfortable for the people in the region. The problems, as
this research will show and which cut across the Niger Delta
Area where oil companies operate indicate the existence of
incessant communal/ethnic clashes, oil spillage, barren farm
lands, gas flaring etc.

2.1 Oil Spillage:

Nwankwo and Ifeadi (1998) and Gbevesu (1990), noted that
in the course of oil exploration in the Niger Delta, various
waste materials are released into the environment. For
example during exploration, drill cuttings, mud and fluids are
used for stimulating production and thereby polluting the
streams and rivers. This results to problem in the Niger Delta
Region. Transportation during marketing of oil, accidents
involving road trucks and tankers generate oil spills
and hydrocarbon emission that affects the soil, plant, animal
and water resources. The major constituents of oil drill
cuttings includes: barites and betonies clays when dumped on
the ground prevent plant growth until natural processes
develop new topsoil. In water these materials which sink and
disperse Kill aquatic inhabitants.

Eboe  (2003) in his research on oil companies and
environmental pollution noted that in the year 2000, a total of
340 oil spills wore reported for 30,7SI barrels of oil spills
which represents a 7 percent in the number of incidents over
1992 and 32 percent increase in the volume of spills. This
research showed that despite the continuous spillage in the
region, oil companies have made little or no impact to stop
this ugly incident. The spills have damaged a lot of farmland
and rendered many sources of water in the region unsafe for
drinking and the aquatic live in the region destroyed.

The felling of trees around exploration zones does not only
bring about deforestation and its environmental hazards, it
equally reduces the amount of limber and timber-related
industries in the Niger Delta region. Qil exploration and
spillage in the Niger Delta Areas have restricted the
communities in the region from their customary economic
activities of farming and fishing (Iheriohanrna, 2010).

Dode (2017) noted that the presence of oil in the so; it tends to
worsen the nitrogen situation of the soil by increasing the
carbon-nitrogen ratio. This implies that the productive
capacity of the soil will be reduced and crops exposed to toxic
nutrients, thereby breaking down the soil structure which in
effect amounts to poor yield, hence poverty in the region as a
result of oil spillage.

Oil spillage indicates danger on farm lands and aquatic lives;
fishes and other sea animals are fast disappearing and the
indigenes that earn their living through fishing are frustrated
and threatened by the activities of oil companies. People
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suffer from protein deficiency which results to poor mental
and physical health which invariably retards development.
Due to oil spillage in the Niger Delta region, arable farmlands
are seriously devastated, making food crops yield little or
nothing (Abimboye, 2008).

2.2 Gas flaring and Pollution

Nwankwo and Ifeadi (1998) noted that flaring of natural gas
has also been identified as having negative impact on
surrounding vegetation. The refinery waste also contains toxic
chemicals, which constitute potential land, water and air
pollutants.  Atmospheric  contaminants from  refinery
operations include oxides of nitrogen, carbon and sulphur.
Liquid refinery effluents usually contain oil and grease. These
compounds contain organic chemicals such as phenol cyanide,
sulphide suspended solids, chromium and biological oxygen
demanding organic matter, which on getting in contact with
land and water pollute them.

What makes the issue of environmental degradation very
important, especially, with regards to petroleum associated
pollutants is its' estimable damage to the peoples' source of
livelihood and the general eco-system. This situation as noted
by lkein (1990) that oil when spilled on the environment can
elicit gross biological damage, physical (pathological) effects
on the biota (both plants and animals) and a broad range of
ecological changes. All marine biota are permeable to
hydrocarbons and accumulate them from their environment
either directly from the water column or through their food.
Apart from the biological damage, other socio-economic
issues are affected, like possible human health problems,
tourism reduction and economic losses owing to the fact that
these people are mostly fishermen who depend-on fishing
for their livelihood; it also ruins wild life, inhabitants and
most importantly contaminates pure water sources.

Iheriohanrna (2016) reports that since the inception of oil
exploration in the Niger Delta region, there has been no
concrete environmental development strategy for the region.
There have been multi-dimensional problems such as
degradation of agricultural lands, coastal and river erosion,
depletion of fisheries, deforestation, loss of bio-diversity,
water pollution, industrial effluents .and emission, industrial
solid waste disposal, toxic waste disposal, gas flaring arid its
entire spill-over effects on health in the Niger Delta region.
The continuous flare in the region has been a source of worry
to the people since no effort has been made to stop this ugly
incident.

Dode (2017) saw air pollution as a resultant effect of oil
exploration which has negative effects on building and
decomposition of building materials. To this effect, indigenes
spend more money renovating their buildings rather than
investing in other vital areas of the economy. He saw oil
exploration as an activity that has done more harm than good
to the people of Niger Delta Region.
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The Niger Delta crisis has become increasingly intense as a
consequence of the constant degradation of the Niger Delta
environment by the activities of the Federal Government and
the oil exploring and producing companies which include
Total, Fina, EIf, Texaco, Shell, Chevron and Mobil. Farmers
and fishermen argue; that as a result of this pollution of their
environment, they can no longer engage in legitimate sources
of livelihood because the land has been destroyed by the oil
spillages and rain dust. Gas flaring which results from oil
exploration in the Niger Delta degrade the environment and
affect the basic life of the Niger Delta people (Nna, 2001).

2.3 Gross Socio-Economic
Marginalization

Underdevelopment and

Oil exploration and exportation over the last four decades
have also instigated arid intensified bitter and bloody conflict
between emerging interest groups within and between
communities. Those conflicts now range between elite groups
and between youth organizations on one hand, between the
urban resident elite and village community resident on the
other scale. This could be seen within the concept of what
Philips (1997:173) wrote in respect of his analysis of the
Honduran development of shrimp farm industry for export.
Phillips rioted that | he preservation and advisement of basic
human right, the equitable use of land and resources, and
reservation and sustainable use of the country's natural
environment, are three inextricably connected aspects of
single historical process. The conflict that has emerged in the
Niger Delta as a result of oil exploration has il5 root in the
violation of the rights of the Niger Delta communities as a
result of promulgation of obnoxious legislations. This has
inevitably led to greater poverty and environmental problem
in the region.

Nnoli (1981) likings this situation to crime, as such he calls
for collective action against pollution and marginalization in
the sense that the individuals can hardly protect themselves
from crimes that abound in the Niger Delta community. This
obviously explains why the people of the Niger Delta go all
out to express their anger through violence and killings. The
Niger Delta communities see the problem of pollution as one
of the chief socio-economic mishap which has the capacity to
f  trigger off other unforeseen social problems.

According to Ibeanu (1997), in the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja and many pates outside the Niger Delta region, there
exists adequate supply of electricity porn the national grid),
well tarred road network and pipe-borne water for the
dwellers, while what prevails in the Niger Delta is virtually
darkness or at best epileptic power supply. Pot-holes fill the
roads where they exist and lack of clean/hygienic drinking
water abounds in the area. It sounds disheartening that in this
poverty stricken environment the indigenous people watch
daily as the exploiting companies dig up millions of barrels of
oil from their soil, leaving only holes and bad roads behind.

Obasi (2004) states that the relentless exploitation of these
natural resources without due compensation for the
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environmental hazards has given rise to spread restiveness
among the people of Niger Delta Area. To him, the people of
Delta region are exploited, marginalized and are left with
environmental hazard without being given adequate
compensation for what is being taken from their land by the
oil companies.

According to Egbulefu (2011), Iheriohanma (2016) and Dode
(2017), the people of the Niger Delta area are left with an
increasing sense of pauperization in the midst of the abundant
oil wealth generated from their land. As a result of this
poverty situation, there have been protests in the area leading
to youth restiveness. They stressed that the people of Niger
Delta who depend on fishing and farming as their means of
survival have been displaced due to oil pollution and spillage.
When the youths are unemployed arid the environment
polluted, poverty is bound to be. When this situation occurs
the youths turn to restiveness as means of drawing the
attention of the government and the oil companies.

To Okoro (2003), unemployment and lack of social amenities
in the Niger Delta such as good road network, electricity,
pipe-borne water, etc have given rise to youth restiveness.
The areas which generate a lot of money in the country is
supposed to be provided with good road network, cottage
industries,  basic industries, basic infrastructure, social
amenities and employment of youths as compensation for
what is being taken from their land. However, these basic
needs and development needed by the people of the Niger
Delta Region are not provided and this has given rise to crime
in the region.

2.4 Theoretical Framework

The explanation of the socio-economic implication of oil
exploration in the Niger Delta Area can be based on the
contextual framework of Maxist theory on conflict, John
Forley (1994) Modernization theory, and Karl Max's theory of
Economic Determinism. The objective analysis of the
activities of the oil companies and Niger Delta region would
best be explained by Karl Marx's theory of Economic
Determinism.

Karl Marx Theory of Economic Determinism

This theory explains the kind of relationship between the oil
companies and the on-bearing communities in the Niger Delta
region as it: relates to the oil spillage, environmental
degradation and youth restiveness in the region. He believed
that the primary cause of tension or class antagonism is
chiefly defined by economic factors. Marx was of the view
that if one understands the economic structure of a given
society, the relationship between production processes will be
easily understood by the nature of polities, national security
and ideological inclination. Marx is of the view that economic
factors directly affect and influence people's socio-economic
life. This is premised on his belief that man is dominantly
motivated by economic needs. Labour is the very essence of
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material existence. The economy is the pivot upon which the
superstructure (Education, Polity etc) rotates.

Marx opined that all societies are divided into two classes; the
capitalist (oil companies) who are few and powerful, and the
proletariat (the poor Niger Delta communities) who are many
and powerless. The oil companies operate an exploitative
system that produces affluent condition of living and
development for their home countries while the Niger Delta is
left in absolute poverty and environmental denudation.
According to Marx theory, capitalist societies tend to enslave
the proletariat and their area in order to transform them into
markets for their surplus products and open up new
opportunities for their surplus capital without taking little or
no consideration for the welfare of the proletariats.

From the above theoretical stand point, the reward of the
Niger Delta people remains absolute poverty and
environmental degradation while the oil companies strive to
maximize profit, and undermine the socio-economic needs of
the Nicer Delta and the hardship associated with oil
exploration and exploitation. The core interest of the oil
companies is profit maximization and their goal is profit
oriented. Poverty in capitalist system can only be understood
in terms of system inequality generated by a capitalist
economy. Wealth is concentrated in the hand of the capitalist
(oil companies) that have the technology and forces of
production, while the Niger Delta people who own the natural
resources which the oil companies exploit are left in abject
poverty, underdeveloped arid the youths unemployed. It is
based on this that the researcher strongly asserts that the
theory of Karl Marx best explains the kind of relationship
between the oil companies and the oil-bearing communities in
the Niger Delta region as it relates to oil spillage and youth
restiveness.

I1l. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research design

This research study is designed to examine the socio-
economic implications of oil exploration in the Niger Delta
region. The aim is to attempt an in-depth analysis of the
impacts of oil exploration in the Niger Delta region.

A survey research method has been designed and employed
for the study; the survey method was employed because of the
following advantages: Surveys help to accumulate
information from individuals at relatively low cost; when
properly' articulated and conducted, they permit generalization
to be made to the wider population from which it was drawn;
surveys are also flexible to permit the use of variety of data
collection techniques such as interview, questionnaire, and
observation.

3.2 Sources of Data

Two basic sources of information namely, primary and
secondary sources were' employed in this study to generate
information or data for the study.
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Primary Data

In collecting data for this research, questionnaires were
administered to the respondents. The questionnaire explored
the impact of oi! exploration on the socio-economic lives of
the Niger Delta people, taking into consideration the need to
develop the capacity of the indigenes of the host communities.

It also explored ways of' avoiding conflict in order to promote
cordial relationship® between oil companies and their host
communities so as to identify the areas that lead to conflict
between oil companies and their host communities. It
ascertained the positive and negative impacts of oil
exploration on the Niger Delta Area and its inhabitants.

The structured questionnaire was in two sections. Section 'A'
dealt with the biographical data of the respondents, while
section 'B' looked at the socio-economic implications of oil
exploration in the Niger Delta region.

Secondary Data

The review of available and relevant literature was undertaken
with a view to familiarizing the researcher with the subject
area of the study. Therefore for the purpose of this study,
journals, books, articles, Internet materials were consulted.

3.3 Target Population

The focus on this research work is on the socio-economic
implications of- oil exploration in the Niger Delta region.
There are five oil producing communities in Egbema
community, which include, Obokofia, Obiakpu, Mrnahu,
Abachcke and Abaezi. Hence, the communities and the target
population of the three (3) oil producing communities that
were used for this research are; Abachcle - 3,588, Obokofia
— 2/127, and Obiakpu - 522. Therefore the target population
for this research is six thousand five hundred and thirty-seven
(6,537).

3.4  Selection of sample size

In selecting the sample for the study, 5% is used on each of
three (3) oil producing communities which gave the sample
size as follows; Abacheke - 179, Obokofia-12.1, and Obiakpu-
26 people. A total of three hundred and twenty six (326)
questionnaires were administered, and out of these sixteen
(16) copies were not returned leaving the sample size at three
hundred and ten (310). Due to time constraints, the research
went into analysis with the returned questionnaires since the
returned questionnaires are up to 95 percent.

Most importantly, the researcher adopted proportional
stratified sampling method, in the proportional stratified
sampling, the representation of each stratum of the population
into the sample is based on their numerical strength in relation
to the population.
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3.5 Method of data analysis

The collected data were analyzed using some statistical tools.
The analysis indicates the socio-economic, implications of oil
exploration in the Niger Delta region.

In analyzing the data, the raw scores were converted to reflect
the different views of respondents in percentage and chi-
square statistics. Out of the fifteen (15) questions, five (5)
questions each tested each of the three (3) hypotheses.
Questions 1-5 tested hypothesis I, questions 6-10 tested
hypothesis 11, while questions 11-15 tested hypothesis IlI.
Also some degree of/*-.wf®™~ interviews and observation was
used in gathering data for this study on salient issues to back
up the questionnaire, and were also qualitatively analyzed.

IV. DATA ANALYSIS

4.1 Presentation of data

Tablel: Demographic characteristics of respondents

Category No. of Respondents | Percentage %

Sex

Male 226 73

Female 84 27
Age

18-30 97 31

31-44 168 54

45 and above 46 15

Marital Status

Married 179 58
Single 131 A2
Educational Qualification
Primary 11 4
Secondary/O' Level 235 76
Tertiary 64 20
Occupation

Farming 86 28
Fishing 59 19

Civil Servant 14 6
Trading 72 23
Politician 28 9

Self Employed 26 8
Students 25 7
Total 310 100

The tablel above shows the sex distribution of the
respondents in the three selected oil producing communities.
It is seen that 73 percent were males, and 27 percent were
females.

The Age distribution shows that respondents between 18-30
years constituted 31% in the distribution; those between 31-44
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years represent 54%; while 45 years and above represent 15%.
This indicates that majority of the respondents are within the
ages of 31-44yrs.

It was observed from tablel above that 58% of the
respondents were married while 42% were single.

The occupational status of the respondents shows that
majority of the respondents constituting 28% are farmers,
while 7% are students.

Question 3: Most restiveness in oil producing communities

isasa result of underdevelopment.

Table 4: Relationship between Underdevelopment and Restiveness in the
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4.2 Testing of research hypotheses

There is no relationship between poor socio-economic lives of

Niger Delta people and oil exploration in the region.

Question 1: Oil companies operations have improved the

socio- and economic development of Niger Delta people.

Table 2: Improved Socio Economic Development of Niger Delta People by

Oil Companies.

Options No. of respondents Respondents {%)
Agree 37 12
Strongly agree 15 5
Disagree 162 52
Strongly disagree 96 31
Total 310 100

From table 2 above, it is observed that 5 percent of the
respondents strongly indicate that oil companies' operations
have improved the socio-economic development of Niger
Delta people, while 52 percent of the Niger Delta people
indicate that oil companies' operations have not improved the
socio-economic development of the Niger Delta Region.

Question 2: Scholarships as provided by oil companies have
increased the literacy level of their host communities.

Table 3: Level of Literacy in the Niger Delta since the inception of QOil
Companies' Operations.

Options No, of respondents | Respondents (%)
Agree 137 44
Strongly agree 106 34
Disagree 46 15
disagres 21 7
Total 310 100

From table 3 above, it is observed that majority of the
respondents representing 44 percent indicate that scholarships
as provided by oil companies have increased the literacy level
of their host communities, while 7 percent of the respondents
strongly disagree mat scholarships as provided by oil
companies have increased the literacy level of host
communities.

Niger Delta.
Options No. of respondents Respondents (%)
Agree 112 36
Strongly agree 147 47
Disagree 32 10
Strongly disagree 19 7
TOTAL 310 100

From table 4, 47 percent of the respondents strongly agree that
most restiveness in oil producing communities is as a result of
underdevelopment of the area, while 7 percent of respondents
strongly disagree.

Question 4: The presence of oil companies have led to the
decrease in crime rate in her host communities.

Table 5: Impact of Oil Companies on Crime Rate in the Niger Delta

Options No. of respondents Respondents (%)
Agree 58 19
Strongly agree 44 14
Disagree 109 35
Strongly disagree 99 32
TOTAL 310 100

It is evident from the above table that 35 percent of the
respondents disagree that the presence of oil companies has
led to the decrease in crime rate communities, while 14
percent of the respondents strongly agree.

Question 5: Land dispute has decreased since the inception of
oil exploration in the Niger Delta?

Table 6: Rate of Land Dispute since the Inception of Oil Exploration in the

Niger Delta.
Options No. of respondents Respondents (%)
Agree 18 6
Strongly agree 8 3
Disagree 178 57
Strongly disagree 106 34
Total 310 100

From table 6 above, it is evident that 3 percent of the
respondents indicate that land dispute has decreased since the
inception of oil exploration in the Niger Delta, while 57
percent of the respondents disagree that land dispute has
decreased since the inception of oil exploration in the Niger
Delta.
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V. FURTHER ANALYSIS OF THE DATA AND TEST OF
HYPOTHESIS

This section deals with statistical test of hypothesis and chi-
square statistics will be used. This is because chi-square
statistics can test the independence of hypothesized variables;
it describes measures the discrepancy existing between the
observed and the expected frequencies when applied in testing
a hypothesis. The decision rule states that the null hypothesis
is rejected if X? cal >X? tab.

Expected frequency

= Row total x column total
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Table 7: Using Chi-Square Statistics to Test Hypothesis |

Responses | Ques.1 | Ques.2 | Ques.3 | Ques.4 [ Ques.5 | Total

Agree | 12(26.46) | 44(24.39) | 36(17.78) | 19(22.33) | 6(26.05) | 117
52(3754) | 15(3461) | 7(25.22) | 35(31.67) | 57(36.95) | 166
Total 64 59 B 54 63 283

Disagree

283 283

N
64 x117 + 59x117 + 43 x117 + 54x117 +63x117 +64 x166 + 59 x 166
283 283 283 283 283
43 x 166 + 54 x 166 + 63 x 166
283 283 283
X2 cal = 2(0-E)?
E

(12 — 26.46)% + (44 — 24.39)® + (36 — 17.78)> + (19 — 22.33)% + (16-26.05) +

26.46 24.39 17.78

22.33

26.05

(52 — 37.54)% + (15— 34.61)® + (7 —25.22)®> + (35 — 31.67)%> + (57 — 36.95)* +

37.54 34.61 25.22 31.67

36.95

7.90 + 15.77 + 18.67 + 0.50 + 15.43 + 5.57 + 11.11 + 13.16 + 0.35 + 10.88 = 99.34

Decision Rule

Reject H if X? cal >X? tab.
Df=(r-1)(c-1)=(2-1)(5-1)=4
Where a, at 0.05 = 9.49

VI. CONCLUSION

Since X? cal =X?, we reject Ho:

From the above statistics, the calculated chi-square (99.34)
is greater than the chi-square table (9.49) at 0.05 level of
significance. Since the chi-square calculated is greater than
the chi-square tabulated at 0.05 level of significance,
therefore the null hypothesis which states that there is no
relationship between improved socio-economic lives of the
Niger Delta people and oil exploration in the region is
rejected. Thus, this means that oil exploration and
exploitation have affected the socio-economic lives of the
Niger Delta people.

VII. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

The testing of the hypothesis which states that there is no
relationship between oil spillage, youth restiveness and
capacity building/skills acquisition of youths in the Niger Delta
region was also rejected.

This is because the calculated chi-square value 62.08 was
greater than the chi-square table (9.49) at 0.05 level of
significance.

The third and fourth questions in the interview schedule
conducted on the two leaders from the three selected oil
producing communities also support the findings of the
second hypothesis.

The result from the chi-square table supports the findings, of
some scholars, like Okoro (2003) who noted that
unemployment and lack of social amenities in the Niger Delta
such as good road network, electricity, pipe-borne water, etc
have given rise to youth restiveness. The area which generates a
lot of money in the country is supposed to be provided with
good road network, cottage industries, basic infrastructures,
social amenities and employment of youths as
compensation for what is being taken from their land.
However, these basic needs and development needed by
the people of the Niger Delta region are not provided and
this has given rise to crime in the region.
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VIIl. SUMMARY

A considerable amount of literature has been reviewed all
through this research, to examine the socio-economic
implications of oil exploration in the Niger Delta
communities.

The sample comprised three oil producing communities out of
the five oil-producing communities in Egbema, in Imo State,
Consequently, the population of three selected oil producing
communities is six thousand five hundred and thirty-seven
(6,537), but sample size of three hundred and twenty seven
(327) was used for this research.

The frame work of analysis adopted for this study is the
conceptual framework of Karl Marx's theory of economic
determinism because of the objective analysis of the activities
of the oil companies which leave no one in doubt that the crises
and poor social relationship between the oil companies
and the oil-bearing communities in the Niger Delta Region
is informed by the economic and socio-political conditions in
the region.

The hypothesis tested was rejected in this research work.
Equally, the researcher finally suggests ways in which conflict
can be avoided in order to promote cordial relationship
between the oil-bearing communities and the oil companies.

IX. CONCLUSION

In this research, particular attention was given to the socio-
economic implications of oil exploration (positive and
negative). The null hypothesis formulated to explore the socio-
economic implications of oil exploration in the Niger Delta
region was tested and rejected as a result of the findings. Based
on these rejections, the conclusion drawn indicates there is
also a relationship between youth restiveness and capacity
building/skill acquisition in the Niger Delta Region. This finding
collaborated the information gotten through interviews.

A percentage (%) and chi-square statistics were used in
analyzing the structured questionnaire administered to the
indigenes of Egbema community whose socio-economic
lives have been affected by oil exploration and
exploitation.

X RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the above, and based on the analysis of the
identified problems, this study makes the following useful
recommendations:

There is the need for the provision of more social services
like hospitals, roads and school buildings by the oil
companies to make life more meaningful to the people.

Secondly, the government and oil companies should build
the capacity of the youths, encourage entrepreneurship and
provide employment of the teaming youths who roam the
streets for non-existent jobs arid also, create alternative
employment opportunities for any one that is displaced by
their activities.
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Thirdly, there is need to provide skills acquisition
programmes to be run by oil companies so that the people can
acquire knowledge and establish on their own rather than
depending wholly on oil companies.

Fourthly, the oil companies should make sure that more care
is taken to reduce the rate of oil spillage and environmental
degradation; as well as provide employment for the teaming
youth of the Niger Delta Region in order to reduce the rate of
youth restiveness.

Lastly, the Fed era I Government should urgently enact the
appropriate legislation and regulation with respect to the
operation of oil companies. It is also suggested that the anti-
sabotage decree should be invoked by the Federal
Government to guide against willful human damage to oil
pipelines to prevent oil spills.
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