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Abstract: The study examined the political and socio-economic 

effects of farmers-herders conflict in Nigeria with particular 

reference to Uzo-Uwani local Government Area of Enugu. The 

study was anchored on climate change theory and survey 

research design was adopted for the study. The primary data for 

the study was generated through structured questionnaire and in 

depth interview. Eight communities that were affected by the 

conflicts were purposively sampled. The study revealed that the 

immediate causes of the conflict were destruction of farmlands, 

contamination of streams by the herders’ cattle and killing of 

cattle by farmers. The remote causes include competition for 

land and water resources and government ineffective 

environmental policy. The conflicts led to loss of lives, loss of 

houses and other properties and loss of crops, loss of cattle, 

reduction in food and animal production by both farmers and 

herder, displacement of farmers and rise in tension and volatile 

inter-group relations amongst the farmers and herders. The 

study recommended that conflict resolution mechanism should 

be established in those communities that are prone to herders-

farmers clashes, there should be an established database of 

Fulani herdsmen in order to identify the herders in every 

community across the country, there should be sensitization of 

the farmers and herdsmen on peaceful co-existence and 

cooperation.  

Keywords; Conflict, farmers, herders, effects, remedies, Enugu, 

Nigeria. 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

omadic cattle grazers have been named as one of the 

deadliest terror groups in the world comparable to Boko 

Haram, ISIS, the Taliban and Al-Shabaab (Sun, 2015; 

Eyekpimi, 2016; Crisis Group, 2017). The group has rack 

enough havoc to be acknowledged by the global community 

as the fourth deadliest group in the world. The Fulani 

militants, as they come to be known, is made of Fulani or Fula 

ethnic group, a tribe of over 20 million people, 70% of home 

and Nomadic grazers, who are native of at least seven west 

African countries (Udoh, 2014). Historically, Fulani 

pastoralist has grazed in the lands around the regions of West 

Africa partly because of the environmental conditions that 

limit the amount of land for agricultural purposes leading to 

less intense competition for lands between herders and 

farmers. However, after recurrent drought in the Sahel 

regions, Fulani pastoralist has gradually moved South ward to 

the Guinea Savannah of the tropical rain forest areas and 

resulting to competition for grazing routes with farmers. 

Fulani pastoralist started migrating into the northern Nigeria 

through the Senegambia region around the 13
th

 and the 14
th

 

century. After the Usman Danfodio Jihad, the Fulani became 

integrated into the Hausa culture of Northern Nigeria (Sater, 

2013). 

Due to the peculiarities of the activities of the herdsmen who 

move from one place to another in search of pastures, in this 

process, the herdsmen has reportedly encountered cattle 

rustlers and made complains to the relevant communities who 

failed to investigate the issue, which they say prompted them 

to be carrying arms about. During their journey, they 

frequently trespass farmlands owned by locals in their host 

communities, destroying crops and valuables. Attempts by 

farmers to prevent them from causing havoc are met with stiff 

and violent resistance. Most times, the farmers are over 

powered, injured, and killed while others are evicted from 

their homes. Sometimes, they are accused of taking these 

opportunities to steal, rape, raze houses and kill innocent 

members of the communities they pass through (Adetula et.al, 

2016; Nwosu, 2017). 

The tension between Fulani herdsmen and farming 

communities has been in existence for many years, but has 

seen a dramatic escalation in recent times to include attacks, 

kidnapping and killing by Nomads. Between 2010 and 2013, 

Fulani militants killed about 80 people in total, but by 2014, 

they have killed 1,229 people. In February 2016, about 300 

Agatu indigenes in four communities were massacred, while 

some 7,000 were displaced. Some reports suggest about 500 

deaths in ten Agatu communities at the hands of suspected 

herdsmen in early 2016. These killings were accompanied by 

the destruction of houses and other property as well as 

allegations of rape. According to a leader of the Fulani, the 

attacks were reprisals against the Agatu people for killing a 

prominent Fulani man and stealing his cattle in 2013 (Nwosu, 

2017). Benue, Taraba, Nasarawa, Plateau, Kaduna, Enugu and 

katsina states have being the most hit of late having suffered 

N 
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devastating attacks by the Fulani herdsmen with a heavy toll 

in human lives and properties (Sunday, 2016).  

The Fulani herdsmen crisis remains a major issue in Nigeria. 

So far, thousands have been killed and many more have been 

expelled from their homes and the Nigerian Government have 

not appear willing to initiate any forceful action against them, 

rather, they are requesting for piece of land from states in 

order to provide rampaging herdsmen with permanent grazing 

grounds. Before now, the herdsmen have been known to rack 

havoc in certain communities in Nigeria, but now the rate at 

which they commit these crimes has increased exponentially 

(wikipedia.org, 2016). Concerns have being raised as to the 

true identity of those behind the attacks, many with dissenting 

views believe that they maybe the members of Boko haram 

sect, masquerading as Fulani herdsmen. A few others 

including the Nigerian military have said they are herdsmen 

from other parts of Africa not Fulani’s while the later maybe 

admissible due to porous Nigeria borders and poor 

immigration surveillance, especially in Northern part of the 

country, it is difficult to co-relate the activities of Boko-

Haram terrorist to those of Fulani herdsmen. 

1.1. Statement of the Problem  

As Nigeria is still reeling from the Boko Haram insurgency 

and its numerous atrocities, the country plays host to another 

terrorist group yet unrecognized, Fulani herdsmen. Little 

wonder, the Global Terrorism Index ranked the Fulani 

herdsmen the fourth deadliest terrorist group in the world in 

2014 (Nwosu, 2017). The Fulani herdsmen armed with 

sophisticated weapons usually attack their target communities 

at the time they are most vulnerable such as mid-night or on 

Sundays when they are in their churches, killing people 

indiscriminately, mostly women and children, burning houses 

and looting properties. The attacks by Fulani herdsmen in 

Nigeria have been so alarming that people in the country are 

living in fear because no one knows when they are coming to 

invade the community with pains. What increasingly baffles 

the masses is the acquisition of sophisticated weapons when 

they claim to be Nomadic cattle rearers. 

In recent times, thousands of lives have been destroyed and 

properties worth millions of naira destroyed and several others 

seriously injured in Nigeria most especially in Uzo- Uwani 

communities of Enugu State. Uzo-uwani local Government 

Area had experienced bloody herdsmen attack on April 25
th

, 

2016 in Ukapapabi-Nimbo. Seven Nimbo communities and 

villages were invaded and scores massacred by over five 

hundred heavily armed Fulani herdsmen in the early hours of 

that same day. During the attack, over 40 persons were killed, 

1 Catholic Church, 11 houses were burnt and scores of 

persons were injured, vehicles and motorcycles were 

destroyed. Attack on Nimbo followed similar attack on Abbi 

another Uzo-Uwani community where a brother and a sister 

were reportedly killed instantly and 19 persons declared 

missing. Whilst seven houses and motorcycles where raised 

down early in February, 2016 (Buzz, 2016; Mamah et al, 

2016; Nwosu, 2017).  

 Reacting to the attack at Nimbo communities, the traditional 

ruler of Abbi community, lamented that Abbi community had 

over the years suffered untold hardship in the hands of Fulani 

herdsmen, who he accused of maiming and gang-raping their 

women at farmlands” in addition to robbing and kidnapping 

their people or stealing and destroying cash crops in the 

community. He said: “This is the fourth time Fulani herdsmen 

have invaded our community in three years. The losses are too 

much for us to bear. “The remaining people of the community 

have now taken refuge in neighboring communities due to 

fear of another invasion by the herdsmen who do not give 

signs before striking. “We have made several appeals to the 

Police, Uzo-Uwani Local Government and Enugu State 

government demanding for the Fulani herdsmen to leave our 

community, but nothing has happened (Mamah et al, 2016). 

1.2. Objectives of the study            

Investigating the actual causes of these attacks, its effects and 

the measures that can be adopted to avoid future re-

occurrences of the conflicts are the main tasks which the 

researcher intends to achieve in this research. Thus the 

specific objectives of this study are to: 

1) Find out why herdsmen attacked the communities in 

Uzo- Uwani Local Government Area of Enugu State. 

2) Examine the effects of herdsmen attacks in 

communities especially Uzo- Uwani Local 

Government Area of Enugu State. 

3) Suggest ways of curbing incessant herdsmen attacks 

on farming communities across the country. 

II. CONCEPTUAL AND THEORETICAL DISCOURSE 

2.1. Farmers-Herders Conflict in Nigeria 

Farmer-herdsmen conflict has remained the most 

preponderant resource-use conflict in Nigeria (Rashid 2012). 

The various studies in conflict between farmers and herders 

shows that land related issues especially over grazing fields 

account for the highest percentage of the conflict .Thus, 

conflict between farmers and herders in Nigeria is connected 

with competition for land control and ownership, trespasses 

on grazing route by farmers and on farming land by grazers as 

well as for control of water points and natural resources (Baba  

and Abeysinghe, 2017). On the contrary, farmer-herder 

differences are not only seen as resources conflict but are also 

some times represented as ethnic conflict involving the two 

groups (Ofuoku and Isife, 2010). Since herder and farmer 

groups have very different values, customs, physical and 

cultural characteristics, disputes between them in communities 

across the North Central, South East, South West and South 

South Regions/Zones of Nigeria are frequently characterized 

as ethnic conflict. Mostly, conflict in Nigeria arises from 

religious, ethnic and political differences, poverty, resource 

scarcity or combination of all. In general, conflict between 

http://economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Global-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf
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farmers and herders in Nigeria has become a very widespread 

occurrence due to resource scarcity. 

2.2. Theoretical Perspective  

Several theories have been put forth in an attempt to explain 

the causes or and the existence of farmer-herder conflicts that 

have characterized the Nigerian state for decades. One of the 

frameworks is climate change, which postulates that structural 

factors that put a strain on natural resources push people to 

stay together. Initially, the phenomenon of climate change 

arose as an environmental issue and an energy problem before 

its perception as a security threat. The current climate change 

and global warming have resulted in unprecedented 

environmental crisis across the world (Enete and Amusa, 

2010; Okwor, 2016). The risks associated with these changes 

are very uncertain, more so given that the situation is expected 

to worsen in the coming century (Ogbo et al., 2013). 

Researchers, Okoli et al. (2014),  Odoh and Abbass (2012) 

relate the causes of conflict to the global climate change and 

the contending desertification and aridity that has reduced 

arable and grazing lands, forcing pastoralist to move 

southwards in search of pasture for their livestock. Climate 

change-induced rainfall shifting patterns/amount and 

desertification reduces crop lands, and farmers have to follow 

these patterns, leading to overlap on grazing lands. The Fulbe 

herders in Nigeria, for example are faced with rapidly 

vanishing grass, forcing them to switch from the Bunaji cattle 

breed, which depends on grass, to the Sokoto Gudali, which 

readily browses (Fiki et.al, 2004). 

III. METHODOLOGY 

The researchers adopted survey research design for this study. 

The study was conducted in Uzo-Uwani local Government 

Area in Enugu State. Uzo-Uwani Local Government Area 

consists of many communities/villages such as Ekwuru, 

Nimbo-Ngwoko, Ugwuijoro, Ebor, Enugu-Nimbo, Umuome, 

Ugwuachara, Nrobo, Abbi, Ugbene, Nkpologun, Uvuru, 

Akpugu-Ezedike, Adani, Ogurugu, Asaba, Igga, Ojor, Adaba, 

Nkume, Ukpata, Echenwo. Out of these communities/villages, 

8 of them that have recorded high incidence of farmer-

herdsmen clashes were purposively selected for the study. 

These are: Nimbo Ngwoko, Ugwuijoro, Ekwuru, Ebor, Enugu 

Nimbo, Umuome, Ugwuachara and Abbi.  In each 

community/village, 12 farmers and 5 herders were randomly 

selected making a total of 17 respondents per community. 

Also, 44 respondents were randomly selected from the local 

government council. In all, 180 respondents were selected for 

the quantitative data collection. 10 key informants were also 

interviewed for the study. Thus, the instruments for data 

collection were questionnaire and interview. Out of 180 

questionnaires administered 163 were retrieved and were used 

for the quantitative analysis of the study. The quantitative data 

was analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences 

(SPSS) software while the qualitative data was analyzed using 

a manual content analysis. A descriptive analysis of data was 

undertaken using univariate frequency distributions, simple 

percentage and mean.  

IV. DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

Respondents were asked to identify the major causes of 

conflict, the effects and ways of curbing the conflict and their 

responses were graduated on a 4 point Likert scale form with 

strongly agree (4), agree (3), strongly disagree (2), and 

disagree (1). The responses obtained were analyzed to obtain 

the mean response to each item. The cutoff point was the 

mean of the cumulative points 1-4 which was calculated as 

2.50.  n = 163. Cut off Score: 2.50. 

Table 1: Description of the respondents’ personal characteristics 

 Farmers Herdsmen Others 
Overall 

percentage % Variables Frequency 
Percentage 

(%) 
Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 
Frequency 

Percentage 

(%) 

Sex 

Male 
Female 

 

58 
23 

 

36 
14 

 

29 
9 

 

18 
5 

 

29 
15 

 

18 
9 

 

72 
28 

Age 

20-29 
30-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60> 

 

20 
24 

18 

13 

6 

 

12 
14 

11 

8 

4 

 

19 
11 

8 

0 

0 

 

12 
7 

5 

0 

0 

 

24 
12 

5 

3 

0 

 

15 
7 

3 

2 

0 

 

39 
28 

19 

10 

4 

Marital Status 

Single 
Married 

Divorced 

Widow 
Widower 

 

15 
49 

4 

10 
3 

 

9 
30 

2 

6 
2 

 

10 
27 

0 

1 
0 

 

6 
18 

0 

1 
0 

 

15 
18 

7 

4 
0 

 

9 
11 

4 

2 
0 

 

59 
24 

6 

9 
2 

Level of education 

No formal education 

Islamic/Arabic 
Primary 

Secondary 

Tertiary 

 

0 

0 
32 

39 

10 

 

0 

0 
20 

24 

6 

 

16 

20 
2 

0 

0 

 

10 

12 
1 

0 

0 

 

0 

0 
7 

18 

19 

 

0 

0 
4 

11 

12 

 

10 

12 
25 

35 

18 



International Journal of Research and Innovation in Social Science (IJRISS) |Volume IV, Issue VIII, August 2020|ISSN 2454-6186 

 

www.rsisinternational.org Page 57 
 

Religion 

Christian 

Muslim 
Traditional 

 

73 

2 
6 

 

45 

1 
4 

 

0 

38 
0 

 

0 

23 
0 

 

33 

4 
7 

 

20 

3 
4 

 

65 

27 
8 

Source: Field Survey, 2017 

Table 1 show that out of 163 respondents 72% of them are 

male while 28% of them are female. Out of this number of 

respondents, a total of  39% are within the ages of 20-29, 28% 

fall within the ages of 30-39, 19%) fall within 40-49, 10% of 

them fall within 50-59 while only 4% of them fall between the 

ages of 60 and above. As regard the marital status, table 1 also 

reveal that 24% of the respondents are single, 59% are 

married, 6%) are divorced, 9% are widows while 2% of them 

are widowers. In terms of educational qualification, 10% of 

them had no formal education, 12% had Islamic/Arabic 

education, 25% had only primary education, and 35% of them 

had secondary education while 18% had tertiary education.  

Also, table 1 reveals that 65% of respondents are Christians, 

27 are Muslims and 8 of them are Traditional. 

Table 2: Perceived Causes of Farmers-Herdsmen Conflict in Uzuwani 

Communities of Enugu State 

S/N Causes of Conflict Farmers Herdsmen Others 

  
Mean 

score 

Mean 

score 

Mean 

score 

1 
Killing of cattle that 
wander into farmlands 

by the farmers 

2.09 3.07 2.41 

2. 
The failure to investigate 
and arrest cattle rustlers 

by the communities 

2.00 3.13 2.11 

 
Competition for land and 

water resources 
3.09 2.61 3.14 

3. 

Destruction of 

farmlands/farm crops by 

Fulani herders’ cattle 

3.28 1.98 3.02 

4 
Contamination of the 
streams by the cattle 

3.19 2.01 2.86 

5. 
Government ineffective 

environmental policy 
3.09 2.56 3.14 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 2 indicates that all the respondents accepted the fact that 

the causes of farmers-herdsmen conflicts were competition for 

land and water resources and government ineffective 

environmental policy as their mean scores are above 2.50. The 

farmers and others accepted the fact that the major causes of 

the clashes were destruction of their farmlands and 

contamination of their streams by cattle while the herdsmen 

agreed that the major causes of the conflicts were killing and 

rustling of their cattle by the people in the community.   

Interview question on the causes of farmers-herders clashes in 

Uzo-Uwani communities. Excerpts of some of their responses 

are below:  

“There are various causes of the attack but the major cause of 

the attack was the killing one of the cattles that destroyed the 

crops in our farmer lands” (Farmer) 

“The global warming has caused a massive loss in grazing 

fields causing the herdsmen to encroach farms. The basic 

cause of the clashes is that the herdsmen need access to 

pasture to graze their livestock. However, many times, their 

cattle get unruly, trample and destroy crops cultivated land, 

causing severe loss to farmers. The herdsmen must feed their 

cattle; the farmers must plant their crops undisturbed. That is 

the dilemma” (Stakeholder). 

“More than 10 acres of farmland were completely ravaged by 

cattle belonging to the herdsmen. In the process of preventing 

further damage to our farmland we chased away the cattle, 

and then the herdsmen accused us of killing their cattle and 

waged war against us”(Farmer) 

“Some of our people were previously killed in this community, 

coupled with instances of missing cattle, stolen and killed by 

the community people and the community heads and security 

agents failed to help us”(Herdsman). 

Table 3.The Effect of Farmers-Herdsmen Conflicts/Clashes 

S/N 
Effects of farmers-herdsmen 

conflicts 

Farmers Herdsmen Others 

 
Mean 

score 

Mean 

score 

Mean 

score 

1 Loss of lives 3.34 1.90 3.11 

2. 
Loss of  homes and 
household properties 

3.29 2.33 2.96 

3. 

Reduction in food and animal 

production by both farmers 
and herders 

3.11 3.02 3.09 

4 Scarcity of food items 3.03 2.60 2.98 

5. 
Displacement of farmers and 

herders 
3.22 3.04 3.14 

6 
Loss of crops and increase in 

the price of commodities 
3.28 1.80 3.24 

7 
Loss of cattle and increase of 

the price of meat 
1.98 3.29 2.45 

8 

Rise in tension and volatile 

inter-group relations amongst 
the farmers and herders 

3.22 2.56 3.06 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 3 reveals that the farmers, herdsmen and others were in 

agreement in some points as the effects of the clashes. These 

are: Reduction in food and animal production by both farmers 

and herders; scarcity of food items; displacement of farmers 

and herders and rise in tension and volatile inter-group 

relations amongst the farmers and herders. On the other the 

farmers and others accepted the fact that the major effects of 

the clashes include; Loss of lives, loss of houses and other 

properties and loss of crops and increase in the price of 

commodities while the herdsmen also accepted that the major 

effects of the conflicts to them were loss of cattle and increase 

of the price of meat. 
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Interview question --What are the socio-economic effects of 

farmers-herders conflicts? The interview responses to this 

question are stated below: 

“The major effect of the attack on the community was the 

destruction of lives and property, destruction of farm lands, 

and also loss of cattle” (Stakeholder) 

“The activities of Fulani herdsmen had over the years led to 

the killing, maiming, raping of our people and destruction of 

their farmlands. Now the Fulani herdsmen are more daring 

and walk freely with AK-47 rifles in our communities without 

being arrested for illegal possession of firearms. Even those 

Fulani herdsmen that were arrested in our community 

(Nimbo) for killing our people remained unprosecuted by the 

Northern dominated law enforcement agents”(Community 

leader). 

“We are all worried because they (Fulani herdsmen) are still 

there attacking people. They would just attack, kill people and 

once people run away from their villages, they steal what they 

could find and set their houses on fire, and run back to the 

bush. We are really not safe. Most of our people have left 

their farmerland for fear of being attacked and farming is 

only source of our livelihoods. What this portends is hunger 

and deprivation” (Farmer} 

 “The Fulani herdsmen came in around 4am when our people 

were still asleep and unprepared for the attack. Everyone was 

woken up by the barrage of gunfire, the wailing of women and 

children who were running frantically for safety in the mist of 

the confusion. People were killed and some houses were set 

on fire. This is a great loss to us. We never expected such 

attack. We have lost our dear ones and properties. 

Government should please help us before they finish all of us” 

(Community leader) 

Government Efforts to Curb the Incessant Attacks on Farming 

Communities by Herdsmen 

How has the security operatives of the government helped to 

curb the herdsmen attacks? The interview responses with 

respondents are captured in the excerpts below: 

“Security operatives are biased in handling issues between 

herdsmen and farmers in the state, they are not helping to 

solve the problem. For instance, they were informed of the 

intended attack by the Fulani herdsmen in my community but 

they never took measure to nip the attack before they 

eventually attacked us on April 24, 2016. Since Buhari 

became the president who is also a Fulani, and a member of 

cattle rearer association, the spate of Fulani herdsmen attacks 

have increased and the president have not taken any action 

against them. In fact they commit these atrocities with total 

impunity and without any fear of the law enforcement 

agencies or security forces”(Community leader). 

“The Federal Government is treating the invasion of 

communities and killings of innocent Nigerians by the 

rampaging Fulani herdsmen with kid’s gloves. The Federal 

Government is yet to give the attacks the serious attention 

they deserved. I urge and enjoin the South East state 

governors to devise measure to protect lives and property in 

the zone” (Community leader). 

“Since Buhari became president Fulani men have killed 

thousands of people with no known single arrest made, and 

the sad part of it is if any of these defenseless tribes try to 

protect themselves from these blood thirsty mentally 

incapacitated, dirty and brainless fulani men, the security men 

will swoop into action within seconds to arrest and prosecute 

these defenceless individuals trying to do the needful since 

they are seen as animals that can be slaughtered anytime and 

not humans. God save this country from the hands of the evil 

doers and punish them with their entire generations” 

(Stakeholder) 

 “President Buhari is only interested in the safety of Fulani 

herdsmen. Rather than the president ordering the relevant 

security agencies to ensure that the perpetrators of this sordid 

act be rounded up and made to face the law, he directed them 

to make sure that reprisal attack should be prevented at all 

cost - thereby shielding and protecting the murderous Fulanis. 

Buhari has given his Fulani kinsmen license to 

kill”(Stakeholder) 

“The state and local governments could not help out because 

they don’t have security apparatus of their own. We cannot 

continue like this. I would advise the governor of Enugu state 

to set up and mobilize local security like the forest guard and 

vigilante to protect us from further attacks of 

herdsmen”(Farmer) 

Table 4. Ways of Curbing Incessant Herdsmen Attacks 

S

/
N 

Ways of resolving the conflict 
Farm

ers 

Herds

men 

Other

s 

1 
The community should provide 

adequate grazing land for herdsmen 
2.01 3.14 2.32 

2

. 

The federal government should support 
the states to assist cattle owners to set 

up ranches. 

3.33 2.42 3.26 

3

. 

The state and local governments should 
establish and support community based 

conflict resolution mechanism in 

various communities especially those 
communities that are prone to herders-

farmers clashes 

3.24 2.96 3.04 

4 

There should be an established database 

of Fulani herdsmen in order to identify 

the herders in every community across 

the country 

3.08 2.68 3.12 

5
. 

The Myetti Allah Cattle Breeders 
Association of Nigeria (MACBAN) 

should set up a monitoring committee to 

check the activities of criminal elements 
among the Fulani herdsmen 

3.22 3.04 3.16 

6 

Herdsmen should be restricted from 

being in possession of arms and 

ammunitions and anyone caught with 
arms should be arrested and prosecuted. 

3.33 2.43 3.24 

7 

There should be sensitization of the 

farmers and herdsmen on peaceful co-
existence and cooperation 

3.18 2.89 3.11 
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8 

Federal government should address 

environmental issues that are driving 

herders’ migration to the south 

2.98 3.22 3.06 

9 

Government and its security operatives 
should muster the political will to arrest 

and prosecute the perpetrators of the 

attacks on both sides 

3.30 3.02 3.36 

Source: Field Survey, 2017. 

Table 3 reveals that the farmers, herdsmen and others were in 

agreement in some of the ways to curb perennial farmers-

herdsmen conflicts. These are: The governments should 

establish and support community based conflict resolution 

mechanism in various communities especially those 

communities that are prone to herders-farmers clashes, there 

should be an established database of Fulani herdsmen in order 

to identify the herders in every community across the country, 

The Myetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria 

(MACBAN) should set up a monitoring committee to check 

the activities of criminal elements among the Fulani 

herdsmen, there should be sensitization of the farmers and 

herdsmen on peaceful co-existence and cooperation, Federal 

government should address environmental issues that are 

driving herders’ migration to the south and Government and 

its security operatives should muster the political will to arrest 

and prosecute the perpetrators of the attacks on both sides. 

Other hand, the farmers were in disagreement that the 

community should provide adequate grazing land for 

herdsmen while the herdsmen disagreed that the federal 

government should support the states to assist cattle owners to 

set up ranches and that herdsmen should be restricted from 

being in possession of arms and ammunitions and anyone 

caught with arms should be arrested and prosecuted. 

Interview Question -- What do you think can bring a lasting 

solution to the farmers-herders clashes/conflicts? Excerpts of 

the interview responses to this question are stated below: 

 “For me, the way to curb the attacks is to make sure that 

those found wanting of this crime should be dealt with 

according to the law, also others ways of curbing the attack is 

that no one should be allowed to hold weapons (guns) without 

permission and also, sensitization on how to live peacefully 

should be made”(Community leader). 

“Create ranches in the north east and north west and make 

the owners of the cattle to pay rent to the state governments. 

Or create ranches in states that are interested and have 

ranchers pay commercial rent to their land owners. There is 

nothing like creating special grazing land. At whose expense? 

Government cannot continue to bear the cost of private 

enterprise at tax payers cost and turn round to complain of 

the cost of running our government when this is not a social 

service. You cannot continue to subsidize the life and business 

of some people to the detriment of others” (Community 

leader). 

 “In one way or the other herdsmen services is mostly needed 

for daily consumption of meat and its product, government 

should enlighten them in the way that they will recognized 

their host community as partner not their rivals. The most 

important thing is herdsmen should to guided through newly 

created commission to organized them, and let farmer report 

any damage cause by the herdsmen for either compensation 

and sanction, let farmer also be sanction whenever  the take 

law into their hands”(Security personnel)  

“The herdsmen and their employers should be trained, 

registered, licensed and finger printed. They should also be 

compelled to deposit a bond with the licensing agencies so 

that should the cause damage to person or property, the 

damages will be taken from the bond after a fair hearing. 

They should not be allowed to carry heavy fire arms and they 

should be arrested, prosecuted and sentenced if they 

intentionally or recklessly cause harm to anyone”(Security 

expert) 

“The Fulani herdsmen attacks did not start today but the 

question is; were they this daring in their attacks before 

President Buhari emerged? No. The truth is that only 

President Buhari can stop his kinsmen from the attacks” 

(Stakeholder) 

“This country is turning into something unimaginable! 

Whenever the herdsmen initiate an attack to communities 

where they carry out grazing, the police will not send an 

intervention squad to stopped them, but when there's a 

reprisal action from the host communities, the police will not 

hesitate to send their squad to intervene. This action of the 

Nigeria Police Force is an encouragement to the herdsmen to 

continue in their killing, raping and destructions of the host 

communities. My candid suggestion is: The police should get 

both the herdsmen and the host communities who initiate or 

carry out a reprisal attack to jail or detention”(Stakeholder) 

 “Fulani should put the cattle in ranches like it is done in 

Brazil, USA, Argentina, UK, etc., these countries produce 

more beef than Nigeria. Fulani people are living in the Stone 

Age and causing problems all over the place. Normadic 

lifestyle is extinct. Somebody should tell them that. If they do 

not change they will not fit into modern society. Simple 

solution I will suggest is that the Senate or House of 

Representative should Pass a law that you must own a ranch 

for you to raise animals. If this is done you will see that these 

killings, kidnappings, rapes, army robberies by the Fulani 

herdsmen will disappear or reduce”(Stakeholder) 

 “Believe or not, the fulanis want to take over all of Nigeria. 

They have access to, and carry, assault rifles. The only way to 

checkmate the criminal tendencies by the bad ones among 

them is to allow local vigilantes to buy and use assault rifles 

too” (Farmer). 

“Majority of these killing usually starts with cattle going to 

destroy farms at night, when every civilized farmer is at sleep. 

In the morning all this primitive Fulani herdsmen will denial 

involvement and from there the situation will begin to take 

more dangerous dimension. Outlaw nomadic animal 
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husbandry all these destructions of farm lands and killings 

willend”(Farmer) 

For peace to reign, land should be provided for us to grace 

our cattle by the communities. We are Nigerians and the law 

says we can live anywhere in Nigeria. Our grazing routes 

should be given back to us” (Herdsman) 

“The people should stop stealing and killing our cows if they 

want us to live peacefully as one” (Herdsman) 

IV. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

On the part of the farmer the major immediate causes of the 

clashes were destruction of their farmlands and contamination 

of streams by cattle while the herdsmen agreed that the major 

causes of the conflicts were killing and rustling of their cattle 

by the people in the community. However both farmers and 

herdsmen were of the view that the remote causes of the 

conflict were competition for land and water resources and 

government ineffective environmental policy as revealed in 

table 2. 

The conflicts have affected both farmers and herdsmen at 

different levels. The clashes led to reduction in food and 

animal production by both farmers and herders; scarcity of 

food items; displacement of farmers and herders and rise in 

tension and volatile inter-group relations amongst the farmers 

and herders, loss of lives, loss of houses and other properties 

and loss of crops and increase in the price of commodities, 

loss of cattle and increase of the price of meat. 

The ways to curb the conflict, as revealed in table 3 implies 

that the governments should establish and support community 

based conflict resolution mechanism in various communities 

especially those communities that are prone to herders-

farmers clashes, there should be an established database of 

Fulani herdsmen in order to identify the herders in every 

community across the country, the Myetti Allah Cattle 

Breeders Association of Nigeria (MACBAN) should set up a 

monitoring committee to check the activities of criminal 

elements among the Fulani herdsmen, there should be 

sensitization of the farmers and herdsmen on peaceful co-

existence and cooperation, federal government should address 

environmental issues that are driving herders’ migration to the 

south and Government and its security operatives should 

muster the political will to arrest and prosecute the 

perpetrators of the attacks on both sides. Also, the 

communities should provide adequate grazing land for 

herdsmen and the federal government should support the 

states to assist cattle owners to set up ranches and that 

herdsmen should be restricted from being in possession of 

arms and ammunitions and anyone caught with arms should 

be arrested and prosecuted. 

V. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Famers-herders conflict has continued to expand due to 

various factors which include changes and expansion of 

farming and pastoral practices, lack of access to land for 

farming and grazing, drought, desertification, climate change, 

etc. These conflicts have caused so many havocs such as loss 

of lives and properties, loss of farm produce, displacement of 

people, unnecessary expenditure, poverty and hunger. As a 

matter of urgency, some measures have to be taken to 

ameliorate the situation. Based on the findings, the paper 

recommended some measures that would curb or reduce the 

conflicts between farmers and herders across communities in 

Nigeria. These include:  

i. There should be an established database of Fulani 

herdsmen in order to identify the herders in every 

community across the country.  

ii. Herdsmen should be restricted from being in 

possession of arms and ammunitions and anyone 

caught with arms should be arrested and prosecuted. 

iii. Establish cattle-grazing routes and grazing reserves 

as well as modify the existing itinerant method of 

cattle rearing to the ranching system which limits the 

movements of cattle rearers. 

iv. Government and its security operatives should 

muster the political will to arrest and prosecute the 

perpetrators of the attacks on both sides.  

v. The state and local governments should establish and 

support community based conflict resolution 

mechanism in various communities especially those 

communities that are prone to herders-farmers 

clashes 

vi. The Myetti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of 

Nigeria (MACBAN) should set up a monitoring 

committee to check the activities of criminal 

elements among the Fulani herdsmen. 

vii. Federal government should address environmental 

issues that are driving herders’ migration to the south 
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