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Abstract: This study investigated child trafficking, its security 

implications and the role of NAPTIP in Nigeria. The research 

design adopted in the study was an archival survey design. Data 

were sourced from NAPTIP zonal offices for the data analysis 

using quantitative approach. The data were presented in tables 

and charts to showcase the outcomes of the research findings. 

The results showed that child trafficking has become a societal 

problem with negative implications for security that needed 

concerted efforts from both the agency in control of human 

trafficking and the people in every society. The trends and 

patterns of child trafficking are very complex and posed various 

challenges that are identified in the study. Conclusions, 

implication of findings and recommendations were established. 

However, Nigeria government should proactively harness all 

security outfits to share some of the NAPTIP responsibilities 

among others such as Immigrations, Customs, NSCDC, Police 

and Nigerian Armed forces synergistically to end child 

trafficking in our borders. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Background to the Study 

y most accounts, human trafficking in whatever form is 

one of the heinous crimes of the 21st Century, as 

observers liken it to a modern form of slave trade. Human 

rights activists, among other observers, maintain that human 

trafficking has become a global menace, particularly in the 

last decade, forcing many countries, including Nigeria, to 

initiate measures to combat it. Human beings, the articles of 

the illicit trade, are trafficked within countries or to overseas 

countries for the purposes of cheap labour or as sex slaves. 

Over the years, human trafficking has burgeoned into 

frightening proportions across the world, as concerned 

observers note that no country or region of the world is spared 

from the menace. However, like other global challenges, such 

as Covid-19, the world is tackling the menace of human 

trafficking headlong. In Nigeria, for instance, the crusade 

against human trafficking garnered appreciable momentum 

since the country became signatory to the Transnational 

Organised Crime Convention and Trafficking in Persons 

Protocol in December 2000 (UNCTOC, 2010). 

Human trafficking is seen as an illegal trade in human beings 

for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation or forced 

labor which represent a modern-day form of slavery. It is the 

fastest growing criminal industry in the world, and tied with 

the illegal arms industry as the second largest, after the drug-

trade.  

According to United Nations Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime (2010) trafficking in human 

beings refers to the “recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use 

of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 

deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 

vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or 

benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over 

another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation 

shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the 

prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 

forced labor or services, slavery or practices similar to 

slavery, servitude or the removal of organs”. There are two 

types of human trafficking: internal trafficking (within the 

country) and external trafficking (cross-border). Child 

trafficking which is a subset of human trafficking is one of the 

most severe human rights violations involving the under-age 

in the world today. It is estimated that over 1.2 million 

children are annually trafficked externally and internally 

(UNICEF, 2003). The International Labor Organization (ILO) 

estimates that at any given time, 12 million men, women, and 

children worldwide are deceived or coerced into forced and 

bonded labour, involuntary servitude, and sexual slavery 

(Misra, 2007) as cited in Bernstein, (2010). Different reasons 

have been identified to explain the increasing incidence of 

human trafficking. This among others include poverty and 

inadequate provision of social services especially in 

developing countries. This has left many children orphaned 

and thus vulnerable to exploitation (UNICEF 2003; 

ANPPCAN, 2006).  

The establishment of National Agency for the Prohibition of 

Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) as the anti-human 

trafficking agency in Nigeria came into being in 2003. The 

agency is the creation of Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) 

Law Enforcement and Administration Act (TIPLEA) 2003. 

The Agency is the Federal Government of Nigeria‟s response 

to addressing the scourge of trafficking in persons in Nigeria 
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and its attendant human rights abuse and violations which has 

serious security implications. It is also a fulfillment of 

Nigeria‟s international obligation under the TIP protocol 

supplementing the UN‟s Transnational Organized Crime 

(TOC) Convention, which Nigeria became signatory in 

December 2000. NAPTIP is the only Government Agency 

that is fully committed to the combating of all forms of human 

degradation and exploitation through the coordinated use of 

the nation‟s crime prevention and law enforcement resources 

to stamp out human trafficking and liberate and uplift the 

vulnerable, especially women and children, from 

dehumanizing and exploitative employment and usage; and to 

ensure their rehabilitation and effective reintegration into the 

society. The Agency has its Head Quarters in Abuja with 

Seven (7) Zonal Offices cutting across the geo-political zones 

of the country, namely, Kano, Lagos, Sokoto, Edo (Benin), 

Akwa-Ibom (Uyo), Enugu, and Borno (Maiduguri) (ONSA-

FRN 2015).  

The functions of NAPTIP, among others include:  

enforcement of human trafficking Law Enforcement and 

Administration Act; adoption of effective measures to prevent 

human trafficking; investigate cases of human trafficking 

which among others include kidnapping, exploitative labour, 

child labour, prostitution, removal of organs; smuggling of 

immigrants; slavery and purchase and sale of persons; 

encourage people to fight slavery; and create public 

awareness. Thus the functions of NAPTIP covers child 

trafficking in Nigeria. As a government organ responsible for 

the prevention of human trafficking and protection of victims 

of the nefarious acts, the agency has been existing for quite 

some time. To some extent it has achieved some of its 

mandates especially in the areas of sensitization and 

prosecution of the traffickers and rehabilitation of victims 

who are mostly women and children. Yet the crime is 

unabated (Odigie, 2010). 

Hence, it is observed that despite the efforts of the agency and 

other bodies like the International Labour Organization (ILO), 

there are still cases and reports of child trafficking in Nigeria. 

A novel dimension of child trafficking in Nigeria is the 

emergence of fake maternity hospitals commonly tagged 

“Baby Factories”.  At such places, young pregnant girls, after 

delivery of their babies, are offered money for their babies 

ranging from N20,000-N25,000, which they in turn sell 

between N150,000 -N30,000 depending on the gender of the 

baby. The act of child trafficking in Nigeria which has 

become a common phenomenon in our society involves young 

boys and girls on the average age of 15years. Trafficking 

children for labour is a serious problem in Nigeria and other 

African countries such as Togo, Benin Republic, Botswana, 

Zaire, Somalia, Ethiopia, Zambia, and Algeria. Victims are 

trafficked from these countries to Western Europe and the 

Middle East (John and Karin, 1998) and many of them for sex 

trade. The common routes are west coast of Nigeria to Mali or 

Morocco and by risky voyage on the Mediterranean Sea to 

Europe or west coast of Nigeria to Libya and Saudi Arabia. 

On the other hand, it has been estimated that about 15 million 

children are engaged in child labour within Nigeria and 40% 

of them are of the risk of being used for entertainment, 

pornography, armed conflict, rituals and forced labour 

(Belser, 2005).  

In Nigeria, the menace of human trafficking which include 

child trafficking is high because of poverty. Majority of 

Nigerians earn less than $1 per day. Thus the income level 

amongst the population and level of education, especially 

amongst women is very low. As a result, many young women 

find it attractive migrating to overseas countries as a means of 

fighting poverty.  Thus the vulnerability to trafficking of 

children is greatly determined by their social and economic 

situation which is also determined by the conditions of the 

households in which they are reared. The social and 

demographic characteristics also influence awareness or not 

and perceptions of the problem of child trafficking 

(ANPPCAN, 2008). ANPPCAN (2008) also says that more 

children (80%) displayed more knowledge on the existence of 

the problem in their community as compared to adults (38%). 

It is possible that children gather information on trafficking in 

school and from their fellow children who have been victims 

of the vice (Branisa, Klasen & Ziegler, 2009a). Thus in recent 

years, child trafficking has gained visibility as a major 

violation of children‟s rights and it is a priority concern for 

many local and international agencies in Africa that fight for 

the rights of children. In the case of Nigeria, as earlier 

mentioned, NAPTIP is the agency combating this outrageous 

and global plague.   

With the high incident of the menace in Nigeria, this study 

examined child trafficking, its security implications and the 

intervention of NAPTIP. To facilitate the attainment of this 

broad objective, the paper focused on these specifics: the 

relationship between poverty and child trafficking; identify 

the legal position on child trafficking; highlight the roles 

NAPTIP in combating child trafficking; examine the trends of 

child trafficking, highlight the challenges facing NAPTIP in 

combating child trafficking in Nigeria, and analyse the 

security implications of child trafficking in Nigeria. 

Significance of Study 

Although public awareness of, and concern over, the 

trafficking of women and children (and irregular migration in 

general) has never been greater among governments, 

international agencies and NGOs, the knowledge base is still 

relatively weak. After almost a decade of attention, research 

on child trafficking for sexual exploitation has not moved 

much beyond mapping the problem, and reviews of legal 

frameworks and policy responses. Despite repeated calls in 

international documents, including from the European Union 

and Council of Europe, the vast majority of states are still 

unable to provide reliable data as to the number of cases, or 

the characteristics of the victims and perpetrators (IOM, 

2001). 

Therefore, this study will provide additional information 

about child trafficking, and the trends and challenges in 
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curbing child trafficking in Nigeria. This study will provide 

data aiding researchers, government and private organizations 

who are interested in the issue of child and human trafficking. 

It is also anticipated that the information provided in this 

paper will provide awareness and consciousness about child 

trafficking knowledge and suggest way forward and also 

contribute immensely to general knowledge and expand the 

existing literature. Further, the findings and recommendation 

of the study will have implications for practical intervention 

design to check child trafficking as applicable to other nations 

outside Nigeria. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

This section presents the related studies on our subject of 

discourse which is child trafficking.  

 Forced Labour 

According to ILO, forced labour is „a work or service exacted 

from a person under threat or penalty, which includes penal 

sanctions and the loss of rights and privileges, where the 

person has not offered him/herself voluntarily (United 

Nations, 2006).‟Forced labour takes place because 

unscrupulous employers exploit gaps in national legislation. 

Immigrants are particularly vulnerable, even though 

individuals can experience forced labour within their own 

countries too. Many women and girls in situations of domestic 

servitude also suffer from forced labour. Criminal groups also 

subjugate large numbers of workers especially boys in 

factories, construction sites, agricultural plantations and 

mining sites. 

In most cases these victims work under conditions of debt 

bondage and servitude. Domestic servitude usually involves 

the use of force or coercion (physical and emotional abuse). 

Children and teenagers are particularly vulnerable. Most often 

parents are approached by family friends or relatives who 

promise to take the child abroad or to other town of the 

country and provide him/her with better living conditions and 

educational opportunities. In the end, most of these children 

end up becoming domestic servants, working under slave like 

conditions. It should be noted that domestic servitude is rather 

very difficult to detect since it takes place in private homes. A 

child is therefore considered a victim of human trafficking for 

the purpose of forced labour if he/she is being exploited in 

conditions similar to involuntary servitude, debt bondage, or 

slavery through the use of force, fraud or coercion. 

 Sexual Exploitation 

Child trafficking for sexual exploitation comprises a sizeable 

portion of the overall human trafficking activities. For 

recruitment, traffickers resort to deception, in particular 

through false promises of well- paid jobs or opportunities to 

study abroad. The traffickers often create fake model 

agencies, film production studios, fake football clubs and 

marriage agencies for the purposes of recruitment and to cover 

the crime. In many cases, victims find themselves abroad, 

locked in apartments, with their travelling documents 

confiscated by traffickers who coerce them to engage in 

prostitution through threats, use of force, abuse and rape. 

Most often victims are made to earn their freedom after 

earning their purchase price and their travel and visa costs 

through prostitution. In addition to the many trafficked adults, 

UNICEF (2015) estimates that about two million children are 

exploited every year in the global commercial sex industry. 

Street Begging: The Phenomenon of Almajiri  

After prostitution, the most visible forms of exploitation in the 

streets are begging and hawking. In Northern Nigeria. Many 

parents send their children, known as almajiri, from rural to 

urban areas to live with and receive a Koranic education from 

Islamic teachers. Some of these children receive lessons, but 

teachers often force them to beg on the streets and surrender 

the money that they collect. Sometimes, they provide free 

labour for farms of their Mallam. These children often go 

without adequate food or shelter. In December 2010, the 

Ministerial Committee on Madrasah Education estimated that 

Nigeria has about 9.5 million almajiria. Also trafficking for 

organised begging takes place all over the country where 

physically challenged or disabled persons are lured into the 

begging business in the major cities. Furthermore, research 

has shown that experienced adult beggars traffic children 

under their custody. These children are then compelled to lead 

the handicapped into organized begging or they are forced 

into begging as a part of the almajiri system of education. 

They do this for practically nothing other than the daily meals 

that may be handed out to them along the streets. These 

children are denied access to formal education and proper 

upbringing. The government of Nigeria under Goodluck 

Jonathan tried addressing this issue through the establishment 

of Almajiri Schools, but has virtually become moribund. 

Albert observes the threats that the almajirai pose to security 

in what he termed “street culture” which he defines as “an 

abnormal situation in which an individual who has no home or 

workplace spends a disproportionately large part of his or time 

on the street and consequently becomes liable to involvement 

in illegal or anti-social activities” (Albert, 1999:300). The 

almajirai are children from Islamic schools who were 

constantly on the streets begging for alms and are ready tools 

to foment civil unrest by religious and ethnic chauvinists in 

Northern Nigeria where they are rampant. To underscore that 

child trafficking has security implication, the report of an 

investigating panel on Kano riot of 1995 is quoted as follows: 

The vulnerable, toddling and teenage “Almajirai” are 

enticed into moving to the big cities like Kano by 

“Mallam” teachers, some of whom are of dubious 

character, in the name of religious pursuit. These, and the 

teeming “young urchins” 

…and touts in and around Sabon gari, loitering in 

idleness, squatting, alms begging street hawking, finally 

graduate into hooliganism, thievery and murder (cited in  

Albert, 1999:300).  
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This shows that children are vulnerable to criminal activities 

by human traffickers and criminal groups who prefer them to 

adults because children are easier to control. 

Security implications of child trafficking 

In addition to the security threat that child trafficking 

exemplified by almajiri phenomenon indicates, Bigio and 

Vogelstein (2019) asserts that many people are entrapped in 

modern slavery which they define as helpless exploitative 

situation due to coercion, deception threats, or violence. 

Therefore, human trafficking is synonymous with modern 

slavery adding that the characteristics of human trafficking 

includes: sexual exploitation, enslavement, forced marriage, 

forced labour to support military operations and exploitation 

of child soldiers; and removal of organs to treat injured 

soldiers in war situations. According to the scholars, human 

trafficking taking place in the context of armed conflict has 

security implication because it enables extremist or terrorist 

groups such as Boko Haram to generate income and expand 

their power and military capabilities by capturing women and 

young girls and generating money from sex trafficking. For 

example, some of Chibok girls captured by Boko Haram 

insurgents in Nigeria have allegedly been “married off” and 

probably that is why many of them are yet to be found since 

2014. Thus the view of the scholars is verifiable with the 

example mentioned. Secondly, human trafficking in a war 

situation triggers human security problem by exacerbating 

conflict and undermine development through displacement 

and destabilization of communities.     

Forced Marriage 

Forced marriage is a practice with deep historical roots in 

which at least one of the parties is married against his/her will 

and consent. Today, forced marriage is also linked to human 

trafficking. According to the US State Department, it is 

common in most African villages that most of the marriages 

result from human trafficking. Victims of trafficking for the 

purpose of forced marriage are often exploited by recipient 

families as domestic workers (Odigie, 2010) as cited in 

Human Trafficking Trends in Nigeria and Strategies for 

Combating the Crime. 

Child Trafficking 

Child trafficking is a phenomenon whereby some adult 

members of society –“middlemen” – with or without the 

consent of parent(s), exploit children for personal gain. It is a 

transaction or trading in children. Victims of child trafficking 

are persons under 15 years of age. It is estimated that about 27 

million people around the world are victims of human 

trafficking, with approximately 50% of these victims being 

under the age of 18. Trafficked persons are often enslaved or 

in situations of debt bondage that are fraudulent and 

exploitive: traffickers will take away or abuse the basic human 

rights of their victims, who have most likely been tricked and 

lured by false promises or physically forced into their 

situation (Urban Ministry.org., 2008). 

According to the United Nations (2006) report, countries high 

on the list of "origin countries" – source of victims of 

child/human trafficking - are Albania, Belarus, Bulgaria, 

China, Lithuania, Nigeria, Moldova, Romania, Russia, 

Thailand and Ukraine. High on the list of destinations are 

Belgium, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, 

Thailand, Turkey and the United States. Some regions are 

predominantly destinations for trafficked victims - Western 

Europe, North America, Western Asia and Turkey, while the 

Commonwealth of Independent States is largely an origin 

region. Africa, Asia, Central and South Eastern Europe, Latin 

America and the Caribbean are significant regions for both 

origin and destination (United Nations, 2006). 

Like slave trade, child trafficking is business that has internal 

and external dimensions. In internal form of child trafficking, 

children are procured to work as domestic servants. These 

domestic servants are commonly called house helps in 

Nigeria. Children in domestic servitude tend to be poorly paid. 

They are mostly from poor families, and their parents, 

uneducated. These parents give their children up for domestic 

servitude with the hope of making extra money, which is not 

generally commensurate to the job done by the children. Their 

masters set the terms and conditions of their work as it suits 

them or according to their level of generosity – as slavers do. 

Some parents give children up for domestic servitude on 

condition that they will be well fed, clothed and trained in 

school. Although their masters/mistresses, desperate to get a 

domestic servant, agree to take care of them well and train 

them, rarely abide by the contract. Most of the time, these 

children are deprived of affection, play, social activity and 

schooling. Even when they are sent to school, they are sent to 

afternoon or evening school at poorly equipped schools. Like 

slaves in domestic servitude, they are vulnerable to physical, 

sexual and psychological abuse. 

Some of the children involved in internal trafficking work in 

agricultural and industrial settings. They toil in plantations 

under harsh conditions, some work in mining operations that 

would be considered too risky for adults – just like slaves of 

old times. These children are vulnerable to respiratory 

infections such as bronchitis, asthma, tuberculosis and the 

like. In external trafficking persons less than 15 years are 

exported to places in Europe, the Middle East and other 

African countries for prostitution. This is child prostitution – 

children engaging in sexual act in exchange for money. 

However, whereas in adult prostitution, the prostitute earns 

money for her services, in this form of child prostitution, the 

child has been bought, so she belongs to her master/mistress 

and as such gets little or nothing for her services. These 

children are exposed to physical and emotional abuse. They 

are also exposed to sexually transmitted diseases, including 

HIV. In most cases they are maimed for life; some, if not 

many die in the process. Those who survive the ordeal find it 

difficult to live a normal life in marriage, some graduate to 

become adult prostitutes. 
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Some of the children involved in either internal or external 

trafficking become victims of ritual murder. In Nigeria, 

hawking – a practice whereby children carry goods around for 

sale – is very dangerous. They are often seen along motor 

parks, markets, high ways carrying their wares e.g. pure 

(sachet/bottled) water, groundnuts, soft drinks, etc. Sometimes 

these children are kidnapped by agents of ritual killers and 

used for ritual. Those of them sold to foreign countries could 

equally be used for such inhuman purposes. It is estimated 

that as many as five million children are smuggled within and 

across borders every year (Johnson, 2004). 

In every sense of the word, child trafficking is comparable to 

slave trade. However, unlike slave trade of old that trafficked 

on older youths, this new slavery focuses on children, 

showing that while the former slave trade was abhorrent, the 

new slave trade is abominable. Slavery suggests society that 

puts little or no value on human life or sacrifices human life 

on the altar of personal interests. Slave trade was stopped 

officially nearly three centuries ago, and many nations‟ 

enacted laws that makes it possible for not only human beings 

but animal to be treated with sensitivity and respect. 

Causal variables of child trafficking 

Sociologists and criminologists have developed a long list of 

social and demographic variables presumed to be causal crime 

variables. The general theme of many sociologists is that the 

urban setting provides a social structure that is conducive to 

abnormal or deviant or criminal behavior. Family structure, 

ethnicity, education, social status, severity of sanctions, 

welfare spending, among others is broad classes of social 

variables suspected of influencing crime. Population, age 

distribution, geographical location and weather make up an 

incomplete list of demographic variables considered in some 

empirical studies. 

Social disorganization is believed to manifest itself through 

higher crime rates. Sampson and Groves (1989) provided 

evidence that indicated child trafficking increased in areas 

distinguished by “sparse friendship networks, unsupervised 

teenage peer groups, and low organizational participation.” 

Following this line of reasoning, authors (e.g., Sampson and 

Groves [1989], Osborn, Trickett and Elder [1992], Glaeser 

and Sacerdote [1996]) have used variables reflecting family 

dysfunction as explanatory variables. For similar reasons, 

other social or environmental variables have been employed 

in empirical crime research. 

A study carried out in Luxembourg in comparison to crime 

rate of other neighboring countries showed that young people 

are the most at risk. 56.6% of young men aged between 16 

and 29 such as 61.4% of young women had experienced at 

least one-person crime during the last five years. One third of 

young people indicates such an event, while the rates tend to 

decline in mid-age to rise again after the age of 60. Especially 

older women seem to be prone to experience such events 

(21%) (Okpara, 1995). According to a study carried out by 

James & Jambree (2007), it was found out that males are 

involved in more dangerous crime than females. While males 

engage in crimes like terrorist attacks, arm robbery, fraud, 

females engage in crimes like theft and petty robbery.  

The position of the UNODC (2010) report combating 

trafficking in persons in accordance with the principles of 

Islamic law is that “Islamic law, though it does not 

specifically prohibit trafficking in persons, explicitly prohibits 

many of the acts and elements that constitute trafficking in 

persons. Islam is particularly explicit on the prohibition of 

slavery. Similarly, Islam prohibits sexual exploitation for 

profit” (UNODC,2010). Islamic doctrine of consent needs to 

be distinguished from harmful customary practices such as 

female genital mutilation, forced feeding by mothers, son 

preference, early marriage etc. UNODC (20120) says: 

“Indeed, women and children are the targets of the most 

serious violations of human rights that occur in Muslim 

countries as a result of these harmful customary practices”. 

The small differences in religious doctrines between Christian 

tenets and Islamic law deviate a great deal from empirical 

evidence on how, for example, gender equality is obeyed in 

countries with Christian and Muslim majorities. 

Countries with Protestant majorities enjoys gender equality in 

education (Becker and Woessmann 2008, 2010, Norton and 

Tomal 2009).  In countries with large Muslim populations, on 

the other hand, girls are discriminated in the education system 

(Norton and Tomal 2009, Cooray and Potrafke 2011). Islam 

also impairs women‟s relative status as measured by a 

composite indicator capturing institutional arrangements that 

are liable to influence, for example, females´ labor-market 

prospects (Potrafke and Ursprung 2012 who use the new 

Social Institutions and Gender Index compiled by Branisa et 

al. 2009).  Muslim dominated origin countries has low human 

trafficking outflows indicating that “female mobility is 

discouraged in Islamic countries which have presumably more 

conservative attitudes towards women” (Cho 2012b). In a 

similar vein, the results by Rao and Presenti (2012) show that 

human trafficking is not more likely in countries with greater 

gender equality. 

II.THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

These two theories provide the theoretical frameworks to 

underpin this study: Rational choice theory and Demand 

theory. These theories are relevant to this paper because they 

give insights into factors that instigate perpetration of crimes 

such as child trafficking by individuals.   

Rational choice theory 

Rational choice theories postulate that criminals are rational 

beings who make decisions to commit crime based on the 

costs and benefits involved in the process of crime 

perpetration. Deterministic in nature, criminal decision 

making process is based on free will, which necessitates 

observation of opportunities, circumstances and situations that 

could affect the successful perpetration of the planned crime 

(Cingranelli, & Richards, 2005). It is pointed out by Brown, 

Esbensen and Geis, (2008) that rational decision making 
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pertaining to crime also involves the choice of the victims 

determined by the type of crime, modus operandi, where and 

when to commit it and what to do afterwards. That means the 

criminals may first observe the accessibility to potential 

victims, location, the time at which they are at most 

vulnerable, the appropriate method that could provide entry 

with ease and how to safeguard their criminal activities from 

criminal justice authorities and other capable guardians.  

However, some rational theorists have argued that criminals 

differ in the choices they make based on their perceptions, 

motives, skills and abilities to read opportunities as situations 

guide their decisions making processes, (Lanier & Henry 

2004:90). For the purpose of this paper, rational decision 

making, free will, cost and benefits are three variables that 

will help to build an integrated framework to explain human 

trafficking of women and girls for involuntary prostitution. 

The manner in which human traffickers select their victims is 

based on the gains they could get from the crime and 

vulnerability of potential victims. Nevertheless, there need to 

be another theoretical explanation to describe the victim 

vulnerability of potential victims. 

Demand theory 

The demand for prostitutes can be classified into three 

categories: users or purchasers of sex, profiteers from selling 

sex, and socio-cultural attitudes towards sex, (Hughes 2004). 

Users or purchasers refers to persons who pay prostitutes to 

render a sexual service; brothel owners and pimps comprises 

of profiteers from selling sex and academics and media 

reporting and writing about prostitutes form part of socio-

cultural attitudes towards sex, Hughes (2004). The motives 

behind purchasing or owning prostitutes and depicting sex 

services in the manner in which writers do, may contribute to 

human trafficking of young women and girls for involuntary 

prostitution. The purchasers of sex, cultural attitudes 

associated with prostitution, and violence towards women are 

three factors that this paper has identified to explain the 

increasing demand for prostitutes. It is deduced from these 

factors that a certain category of users of prostitutes do not 

necessarily separate caged prostitutes from voluntary 

prostitutes but could be more concerned with receiving sexual 

services from sex workers (Di Tommaso, Shima,. Strom & 

Bettio , 2009). 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The study adopted archival research design and secondary 

data obtained from NAPTIP database on child trafficking and 

the role of NAPTIP in curbing trafficking and barriers to 

efficient delivery of |he responsibility in Niçeria. This study 

focuses on child trafficking aspect of human trafficking (boys 

and girls) who were victims of both internal and external 

human trafficking as documented in Youth Resource Centers. 

The children were within the ages of 9-15yrs, rescued by 

NAPTIP and undergoing rehabilitation and counseling. 

The approach and methodology followed the utilization of 

qualitative and quantitative research methods. The secondary 

data sources used were selected based on the available data 

survey compiled by Research and Programme Development 

Department. Additional data sources included internet search, 

documents provided by NAPTIP. Also, the study covered the 

data available on child trafficking cases reported in the six 

states under the Southwest zone which were the most 

accessible data suitable for the purpose of the study. Lagos, 

Ogun, Oyo, Osun, Ondo and Ekiti – in 2012 to 2014 in 

Nigeria. Ethical concerns indicate that the ethics in data 

collection and controlled for the confidentiality of privacy by 

avoiding information that are directly related to other issue not 

considered as part of the objectives of the study when 

sourcing data at the NAPTIP zonal offices. However, the data 

collected were adopted undiluted to avoid research fraud. The 

reports of findings and recommendation were strictly based on 

the outcomes of the study. 

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Data and its analysis are of essential importance for effective 

strategic design. When it comes to trafficking in general, good 

quality, up-to-date, reliable and comparable data are in 

especially short supply. The clandestine nature of trafficking 

and its ever changing patterns and routes make a systematic 

collection of data very difficult and the timely updating and 

adjustments of interventions almost impossible. 

Volume of child trafficking in Nigeria (NAPTIP) 

 About 8 million Nigerian children are engaged in 

exploitative child labour, putting them at great risk of 

human trafficking, as 43% of them are based in the 

southern border towns of Calabar, Port Harcourt and 

Owerri.  

 Approximately 19% of school children in Nigeria 

work after school in exploitative and dangerous 

environments.  

 It is estimated that 80% of children trafficked to Italy 

are from Africa and 60% of these are Nigerians.  

 Private transit camps exist in Akwa-Ibom, Calabar 

and Ondo States, where children are transported from 

south eastern states and forced into hard labour and 

prostitution.  

 Movement is from rural to urban areas, especially 

during festive period, most collection points were 

based in urban areas. As a result of on-going 

advocacy, trafficking agents now operate from the 

rural areas.  

 Boys are mostly trafficked from the south eastern 

parts of Imo, Abia and Akwa-Ibom states into 

Gabon, Equatorial Guinea and Congo, while those 

from Kwara move to Togo as far as Mali to work on 

the plantations.  

NAPTIP received a total of Two hundred and fifty four (254) 

cases of trafficking in persons and other related matters 

between January and June 2014. Table 1 below shows the 

distribution of both received and investigated cases of human 
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trafficking reported to the Agency during the period under 

review.  

Child labour and external trafficking for sexual exploitation 

had the highest numbers of reported cases of 53% and 50% 

respectively. Each of these numbers represent about one-fifth 

of the total number of cases reported to the Agency during the 

period under review. Cases of Child abuse and Child 

abduction from guardianship had a total of 42% and 31% 

respectively and these represent 16.5% and 12.2% each of the 

total cases received. 

2014 Data Analysis Compiled by NAPTIP Research & 

Programme Development Department 

CASES Of Child Trafficking 2014. Received Investigated 

External Trafficking For Sexual 
Exploitation 

50 34 

Internal Trafficking For Sexual 

Exploitation 
11 5 

External Trafficking Out Of Nigeria For 
Labour Exploitation 

4 4 

Internal Trafficking For Labour 

Exploitation 
19 9 

Nigerians Deported As Illegal 
Immigrants 

2 1 

Child Labour 53 26 

Child Abuse 42 16 

Child Abduction From Guardianship 31 18 

Forced Marriage 2 2 

Rape/Sexual Abuse 16 10 

Others 24 11 

Total 254 136 

 

 

   CASES of child trafficking in 2014 

With the above, the Agency has received and investigated a 

total of 2,980 and 2,622 cases respectively since inception to 

the end of June 2014.  

Comparison Of Cases Reported Between January – JUNE 

2012, 2013 AND 2014  

There was a drastic increase in the number of cases of child 

labour reported to the Agency between January and June 2014 

compared with same period of 2012 and 2013. Cases of child 

abduction from guardianship, child abuse and external 

trafficking for sexual exploitation witnessed steady increase in 

number during the period under review. On the contrary, there 

was a decline in the number of cases of external trafficking for 

labour exploitation received over the years during the period 

under review. This is as illustrated in Table 2 below. 

 
 

CASES REPORTED- 2012-2014 

JAN-

JUNE 
2014 

JAN-

JUNE 
2013. 

JAN-

JUNE 
2012. 

External Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 50 48 43 

Internal Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 11 6 6 

External Trafficking For Labour 
Exploitation 

4 8 10 

Internal Trafficking For Labour Exploitation 19 17 10 

Nigerians Deported As Illegal Immigrants 2 17 10 

Child Labour 53 28 29 

Child Abuse 42 31 25 

Child Abduction From Guardianship 31 19 11 

Forced Marriage 2 3 0 

Rape/Sexual Abuse 16 2 20 

Others 24 21 34 

Total 254 183 189 
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    Child trafficking JAN-JUNE 2014 to 2012 

Legal and Prosecution  

Legal and Prosecution Department received a total of seventy 

three (73) cases for legal action, out of which twenty six (26) 

were charged to court.  

External trafficking for sexual exploitation and internal 

trafficking for labour exploitation had the highest numbers of 

cases received for legal action, each of which represents 

21.9% of the total cases received by the Legal Department. 

Internal trafficking for sexual exploitation had the highest 

number of cases prosecuted by the department. This 

represents 30.8% of the total cases prosecuted during the 

period under review. 

 
 
 
 

Cases (Jan-June 2014) RECEIVED PROSECUTED 

External Trafficking For Sexual 

Exploitation 
16 4 

Internal Trafficking For Sexual 
Exploitation 

12 8 

External Trafficking For 

Labour Exploitation 
3 0 

Internal Trafficking For Labour 
Exploitation 

16 5 

Nigerians Deported As Illegal 

Immigrants 
0 0 

Child Labour 11 4 

Child Abuse 9 2 

Child Abduction From 

Guardianship 
6 3 

Forced Marriage 0 0 

Rape/Sexual Abuse 0 0 

Total 73 26 

 

 

Child trafficking JAN-JUNE 2014 Cases Received and Prosecuted 

Convictions  

The Agency won a total seventeen (17) cases in different 

courts of justice which resulted in the conviction of nineteen 

(19) human traffickers. A total of four (4) were also lost 

during the period under review. This is as shown in the table 

below. 
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Cases JAN – JUNE 2014 

Cases Won 17 

Cases Lost 4 

No. Of Convicts 19 

 

 
 

Child trafficking Convicts Analysis from JAN-JUNE 2014 

Comparisons of Convictions 

The Agency did not win as much cases as it did during same 

period 2013. The number of convicted traffickers of human 

trafficking also dropped drastically. This is as shown in the 

following table. 

CASES 
Jan – June 

2014 

Jan – June 

2013 

Jan – June 

2012 

CASES WON 17 24 18 

CONVICTS 19 30 22 

 

Child trafficking Convicts and Cases Won JAN-JUNE 2012 - 2014 

At the end of June 2014, the Agency had secured the 

conviction of 237 traffickers in various courts of justice. 

Counseling and Rehabilitation  

A total of six hundred and eighty three (683) victims of 

human of trafficking were rescued during the period under 

review. Rate of movement of Almajiris across States‟ borders 

in the Northern part of the country of recent is really alarming. 

It accounted for 62.5% of the total victims rescued during the 

period. Victims of external trafficking for sexual exploitation 

and child labour had 9.1% and 9.4% respectively of the total 

victims rescued. Victims of internal trafficking for labour 

exploitation accounted for 5.9% of the entire number of 

rescued victims. 

Rescued Victims Jan – June 2014 

External Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 62 

Internal Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 33 

External Trafficking For Labour Exploitation 1 

Internal Trafficking For Labour Exploitation 40 

Nigerians Deported As Illegal Immigrants 15 

Child Labour 64 

Child Abuse 22 

Child Abduction From Guardianship 15 

Forced Marriage 2 

Rape/Sexual Abuse 2 

Others 
Almajiri 

Baby Factory  

Wandering  
Missing Child  

Alms Begging  

Juvenile Delinquency  
Intercepted  

Illegal Adoption  

Avr  
Repatriated  

Rescued In A Trafficker‟s House  

Others  

427 
384 

11 
7 
5 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
7 

Total 683 

 

    Child trafficking JAN-JUNE 2014  
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Comparison Of Rescued Victims By Case  

There were noticeable increases in the numbers of rescued 

victims of child abduction from guardianship and internal 

trafficking for labour exploitation over the years during the 

period under review. Number of rescued victims of internal 

trafficking for sexual exploitation and Nigerians deported as 

illegal migrants also had slight increase over the years.  

There were considerable reductions in the numbers of rescued 

victims of child labour and external trafficking for sexual 

exploitation. Details are as shown in the table below. 

Rescued Victims 
Jan – 
June 

2014 

Jan – 
June 

2013 

Jan – 
June 

2012 

External Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 62 77 115 

Internal Trafficking For Sexual Exploitation 33 27 23 

External Trafficking For Labour Exploitation 1 0 38 

Internal Trafficking For Labour Exploitation 40 25 26 

Nigerians Deported As Illegal Immigrants 15 10 2 

Child Labour 64 134 117 

Child Abuse 22 22 33 

Child Abduction From Guardianship 15 4 2 

Forced Marriage 2 3 0 

Rape/Sexual Abuse 2 1 15 

Others 427 20 47 

Total 683 323 418 

 

 

Comparison of Child trafficking 

Age distribution of rescued victims 

AGE RANGE NO. % 

0 – 17 Years 509 73.2 

18 – 27 160 23.6 

28 & Above 7 1.0 

Undecided 7 2.2 

TOTAL 638 100 

 

 

Figure 1: Age Distribution of Child Trafficking Victims 

Comparison Of Rescued Victims By Age 

 

Jan- 

jun 
2014 

% 

Jan-

jun 
2013 

% 

Jan-

jun 
2012 

% 

0-17 years 509 74.5 207 63.2 217 51.9 

18-27 years 160 23.5 106 33.4 188 45.0 

28 and above 7 1.0 13 3.4 13 3.1 

undecided 7 1.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

TOTAL 683 100.0 323 100.0 418 100.0 

 

With the 683 victims of human trafficking rescued in the first 

half of 2014, the Agency had successfully rescued and 

rehabilitated in one way or the other, a total of 8,212 victims.   

Child labour and external trafficking for sexual exploitation 

had the highest numbers of reported cases of 53 and 50 

respectively. Each of these numbers represent about one-fifth 

of the total number of cases reported to the Agency during the 

period under review. Cases of Child abuse and Child 

abduction from guardianship had a total of 42 and 

31respectively and these represent 16.5% and 12.2% each of 

the total cases received. These results showed that child 

trafficking is a business in Nigeria which also indicates that 
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the cases discovered are increasing every day in day out. 

However, the efforts of NAPTIP to curb this crime is 

becoming more challenging each day as the culprits are even 

as dynamic as the organizational machineries. 

The Agency has received and investigated a total of 2,980 and 

2,622 cases respectively since inception to the end of June 

2014. From the data presentations and findings, it was found 

that cases of internal child trafficking are always very high 

when received and only some of these cased could be 

investigated while most of the time, cases of external child 

trafficking are investigated at minimum of 85% success. This 

results showed that concerning the internal child trafficking, 

there could be some familiarity factors influencing NAPTIP 

investigation when the issues at hand are for internal 

trafficking. Hence, we cannot categorically say that the hands 

of NAPTIP members are cleaned about that of internal cases 

received about child trafficking due to their reported 

achievement in the way they investigated external child 

trafficking. This is an important factor that can hinder 

NAPTIP effectiveness if not properly addressed. 

There was a drastic increase in the number of cases of child 

labour reported to the Agency between January and June 2014 

compared with same period of 2012 and 2013. Cases of child 

abduction from guardianship, child abuse and external 

trafficking for sexual exploitation witnessed steady increase in 

number during the period under review. On the contrary, there 

was a decline in the number of cases of external trafficking for 

labour exploitation received over the years during the period 

under review. The results showed that all the cases of child 

trafficking reported from 2012, 2013 to 2014 were on the 

increase while almost every data across the years indicated 

that there are significant differences between internal child 

trafficking, abuse, exploitation compared to that of external 

child trafficking. It is confirmed that NAPTIP could not in 

time past manage child trafficking which are from internal 

forces and that, the achievement in the area of external 

trafficking could not be strongly associated to the function of 

the organization but this could be linked to the concerted 

efforts of the security outfits around Nigeria borders such as 

Immigration, Customs, Police and Nigeria Army.  

Legal and Prosecution  

Legal and Prosecution Department received a total of seventy 

three (73) cases for legal action, out of which twenty six (26) 

were charged to court. External trafficking for sexual 

exploitation and internal trafficking for labour exploitation 

had the highest numbers of cases received for legal action, 

each of which represents 21.9% of the total cases received. 

Internal trafficking for sexual exploitation had the highest 

number of cases prosecuted. This represents 30.8% of the total 

cases prosecuted during the period under review. This result 

has shown that the Agency is effectively fighting the menace 

of child trafficking through the prosecution of suspects in the 

law courts. 

  

Convictions  

The Agency won a total seventeen (17) cases in different 

courts of justice which resulted in the conviction of nineteen 

(19) human traffickers. A total of four (4) were also lost 

during the period under review. The Agency did not win as 

much cases as it did during same period 2013. The number of 

convicted traffickers of human trafficking also dropped 

drastically. At the end of June 2014, the Agency had secured 

the conviction of 237 traffickers in various courts of justice. 

The overall results showed that the Agency relapsed overtime 

when compared the cases won and lost in 2012, 2013 and 

2014. The data suggests that the highest performance was 

recorded during 2013 when the three consecutive periods are 

compared. Therefore, there is need to reinforce the Agency on 

motivation and performance, and especially, in the areas of 

training and restructuring to enable them perform their duties 

more effectively than before. 

Counseling and Rehabilitation  

A total of six hundred and eighty three (683) victims of 

human of trafficking were rescued during the period under 

review. Rate of movement of Almajirai across States‟ borders 

in the Northern part of the country of recent is really alarming. 

It accounted for 62.5% of the total victims rescued during the 

period. Victims of external trafficking for sexual exploitation 

and child labour had 9.1% and 9.4% respectively of the total 

victims rescued. Victims of internal trafficking for labour 

exploitation accounted for 5.9% of the entire number of 

rescued victims. 

Comparison of Rescued Victims by Case  

There were noticeable increases in the numbers of rescued 

victims of child abduction from guardianship and internal 

trafficking for labour exploitation over the years during the 

period under review. Number of rescued victims of internal 

trafficking for sexual exploitation and Nigerians deported as 

illegal migrants also had slight increase over the years. There 

were considerable reductions in the numbers of rescued 

victims of child labour and external trafficking for sexual 

exploitation. This study found that cases of external child 

trafficking is reducing from time to time while that of internal 

trafficking is increasing as indicated in the data collected and 

analysed. This means that much effort is needed to control 

internal child trafficking to find a lasting panacea to the 

problem of child trafficking. However, while the Agency 

significantly reduced external trafficking all hands must be on 

deck to resolve the internal trafficking as well. 

V. CONCLUSION 

The overall results and findings of this study showed that 

human trafficking has been increasing in geometric 

progression while the efforts of the NAPTIP appears not to be 

adequate to catch up. Further, the results indicated that 

internal and external child labour are now openly carried out 

which affirms the porous and parlous state of Nigeria borders. 

This situation poses a serious security threat to the country. 
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Other finding is that most external trafficked women are used 

for sexual exploitation apart from the high internal trafficking 

for human labour.  Human trafficking in Nigeria is no doubt a 

social problem that is not only detrimental to the existence of 

the trafficked but also, to the entire society in one way or 

other and so, this study has unveil the acts of human 

trafficking, looking at some geographical locations in Nigeria 

which the act is basically rampant. In a nutshell, child 

trafficking remains one major problem confronting Nigeria 

and other African countries till date and concerted effort 

should be on the increase to kick out or control child 

trafficking across African countries. 

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS 

From the foregoing, many implications are associated with the 

findings;  there is need to empower NAPTIP  organization in 

training and restructuring , this could call for increasing 

human power so as to increase their human resource capacity 

to be able to face the challenges in their job and become more 

effective in the achievement of their organizational goals and 

objectives. Also, other team work should be raised such as 

special team to always oversee the performance of the 

NAPTIP on routine basis to help them deliver to target. 

In addition, policy formulation and implementation should be 

reviewed so that the policy such as Trafficking in Person 

(TIP) was created to address the issue of human labour but 

still, it grew to a high increase. So other bodies can be 

formulated to join forces against child trafficking. The 

problem of TIPs became prominent in the past two decades 

due to severe economic plight of the African Continent.  In 

this regard, trafficking for prostitution and forced labour have 

become big-time money-spinning business by cartels and has 

posed a tremendous challenge to African countries. It is the 

third largest profit yielding business after arms dealing and 

drug trafficking. Hence, the government should proactively 

harness all security outfits to share some of the NAPTIP 

responsibilities among others such as Immigrations, Customs, 

NSCDC, Police and Nigerian Armed forces so as to be 

synergistically performing their roles to end child trafficking 

which has wanted or almost proved to be insoluble across our 

borders today. 
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