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Abstract: Drug abuse among youth population is globally
identified as a threat to national security, especially in Nigeria.
Although Nigeria was initially conceived as a drug-transit nation,
regrettably, that conception has changed in recent times. It has
profoundly aggravated to become a pose for drug abuse. Despite
the counter narcotics efforts by NDLEA and other government
agencies, a sizeable amount of youth population in Nigeria still
abuse drugs. This study examined drug abuse among Nigerian
youths and its implications for national security. The study
reveals that the preponderance increase of drugs abuse in
Nigeria is a veritable tool for violent crimes, aggression and
youth restiveness. Erosion of human capital, unproductivity of
youth population, deteriorating health as well as threat to
national security were also key factors. The study relies on the
analysis of secondary interpretative documents related to youth
drug abuse and national security in Nigeria. The study also
identified environment, family background, curiosity, enjoyment,
parents socio-economic status, peer pressure as well as
promotion and availability of drugs as the major contributing
factors to the rising trends of drug abuse among youths in
Nigeria. Adopting socio-cultural, biological, social-learning and
securitization theories, the study concludes by prescribing some
ways of curbing the menace arising from drug abuse and
recommends for capacity building and strengthening of the
NDLEA and other relevant agencies, increased awareness
campaigns against drug abuse, educating students at all levels on
the negative impact of drug abuse as well as parental
involvement in the struggle.
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I. INTRODUCTION

rug abuse is emerging as a global public health issue,

with every part of the world having a fair share of this
menace. It has been a major threat that cut across almost all
spheres of life. It has the capacity to negatively influence
social, political, economic, and psychological aspects of
peoples’ lives. In recent times, drug use had cut across ages,
as it could be found among the young and old. Cultural
differences has gotten almost nothing to do with drug abuse,
likewise gender hasn’t been a factor as both males and
females engage in this anti-social behaviour. The recent world
drug report-2021 of the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) estimated that around 275 million people,
5.5 per cent of the population aged between 15 and 64 years,
had used drugs in the previous year, while over 36.3 million
people or 13 per cent of the total number of persons who use
drugs, suffer from drug use disorders. (UNODC, 2021).
Between 2010-2019, the number of people using drugs
increased by 22 per cent, owing in part to global population

growth. Based on demographic changes alone, current
projections suggest an 11 per cent rise in the number of people
who use drugs globally by 2030 and a marked increase of 40
per cent in Africa, due to its rapid growth among young
population.

Globally, over 11 million people are estimated to inject drugs,
half of whom are living with Hepatitis C and approximately
one in eight live with HIV. Opioids continue to account for
the largest burden of disease attributed to drug use. The
Global Burden of disease Study 2017 estimated that, in 2017,
there were 585,000 deaths due to drug use, globally (UNODC,
2019). The burden of drug abuse (usage, abuse, and
trafficking) has also been related to the four areas of
international concern, viz. organized crime, illicit financial
flows, corruption, and terrorism/insurgency posing great
threat to nations national security (UNODC, 2017). Therefore,
global interventions for preventing drug abuse including its
impact on health, governance, and security, requires a
widespread understanding of the prevalence, frequently
implicated drugs, commonly involved population, sources of
the drugs and risk factors associated with the drug abuse.

The problem of drug abuse has become a prevailing
phenomenon around the world, and more disturbing is the rate
of involvement of the youth population in this damaging
behaviour which poses a great threat to the entire society. This
is because of the diverse psychological and social adverse
effects and consequences linked to this phenomenon. It was
also reported that Opioids continue to cause the most harm,
accounting for two-thirds of the deaths attributed to drug use
disorders. People who inject drugs, some 11 million
worldwide in 2017 endure the greatest health risks. More than
half of them live with hepatitis C, and approximately one in
eight live with HIV.

In North America, drug abuse continues to be an epidemic
with historic increases in the number of overdose deaths
mainly attributed to the use of synthetic opioids illicitly
manufactured. In Africa, the World Health Organization
(WHO) reported that Cannabis remains the most widely used
illicit substance in the African Region. The highest prevalence
and increase in use is being reported in West and Central
Africa with rates between 5.2% and 13.5% (WHO, 2021).

The West Africa Commission on Drugs (2014) affirmed that
Nigeria is one of the countries that are mostly affected by the
problem of consumption of and dependence on drugs. From
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the observation of Usman (2015), the rate of drug dependence
is increasing among Nigerian youth because unlike in the past
when the nation was only a route of drug-trafficking, drugs
are now being produced and made available for consumption.

There is a changing pattern of drug use in favour of
pharmaceutical drugs such as codeine, tramadol, and
benzodiazepines among Nigerian youth (lkoh, Smah,
Okwanya, Clement & Aposhi, 2019; Nwoga, et al., 2019).
According to United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC, 2018), non-medical use of prescription opioids
such as tramadol and codeine-containing cough syrup is the
second most commonly used drug after cannabis among
individuals aged between 15 and 64 years in Nigeria. Previous
studies have also established the non-medical use of various
pharmaceutical drugs among young Nigerians, especially the
student population. For instance, in a study conducted by
Onyencho et al., (2015), tramadol, rohypnol, diazepam, and
codeine emerged among the top ten drugs being used by
young Nigerians. Nwoga et al. (2019) also reported codeine-
containing cough syrup and tramadol among the top five
abused drugs by young persons in Nigeria.

Regardless of the kind of drug or why it is used, many grave
consequences are undoubtedly associated with drug use. For
instance, drug abuse constitutes one of the most outstanding
socio-psychological hazards that can easily wreck one’s
personal, family and social life (Massah et al., 2015). A
person using drugs faces several consequences like health
challenges, reduced productivity, and problems in
interpersonal relationships, accidents and sometimes death
among other consequences. Family members are distressed by
different kinds of problems the user manifests, and are
burdened by having to care for the person. Drug use by a
family member may lead to family dysfunction and
disintegration. Akanbi and Ajiboye (2014) affirmed that drug
use is associated with family breakdowns; violence and
destruction; child abuse; sexual abuse; wife abuse; disrespect
and breakdown of law and order in families and society. In a
similar vein, the community and nation are troubled by the
problem of drug use. Criminal acts and violence, vandalism,
theft and robbery, killings and unleashing of terror are often
perpetrated by young drug-abusing individuals which
threatens national security (Ayodele, Adeleke & Gandonu,
2018; Essien, Inyang, James & Emeh, 2016; Odok &
Ojedokun, 2017). Felson and Staff (2017) further posited that
a significant number of deaths from accidents and violent
crimes are linked with activities of persons under the
influence of drugs.

Nigeria is an enormously diverse country with over 400
ethnicities and many religious groups (Tyndall, 2020). Drug
abuse is therefore viewed within a broader context in Nigeria,
due to its multicultural nature. For instance, most societies do
not consider the use of some drugs which do not produce
overt behavioral changes as drug abuse. However, despite this
multicultural nature of the Nigerian population, there is a
consistent outcry from the public, police, preachers, health
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professionals, teachers, regulatory agencies and parents on the
growing burden of drug abuse and the corresponding negative
impact on national security (Ohuabunwa, 2019).

Drug abuse is a growing problem in Nigeria with daily
increase, especially among the youth population. The threat of
drug abuse has been identified globally and especially in
Nigeria and it is a major destabilizing factor in the national
security parameters. Poverty, illiteracy, corruption, weak
institutions/law enforcement agencies and the lack of funding
for enforcement agencies contribute towards increasing trends
of drug abuse in Nigeria. It is therefore urgent to evaluate the
impact of drug abuse on youths and its national security
implications in Nigeria.

1. CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION
Drug Abuse

In defining drug abuse, it is important to understand the
meaning of drug, which is defined as a chemical that alters the
mood or behaviors’ when sniffed, smoked, snorted, injected,
drunk, inhaled, or swallowed in pill forms while the word
abuse is derived from the term ‘abnormal use’. In the field of
medicine, drug abuse can be described as self-administration
of drugs without any medical advice or not adhering to
medical advice concerning the use of a prescribed drug or
drugs (WHO, 2020). The World Health Organization further
sees drug abuse as “persistence or sporadic excessive drug use
inconsistent with or unrelated to acceptable medical use.”

Youth

Different countries have adopted a wide range to classify the
existence of their youth population. In Nigeria, the revised
2019 Nigerian National Youth Policy prepared by the Federal
Ministry of Youth and Sport Development, provides that the
youth shall comprise all young males and females aged 15-29
years, who are citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
This classification effectively captures young people high
school. It also provides an appropriate age bracket, which
includes secondary school leavers and graduates transiting to
adulthood (NYP, 2019).

National Security

National Security entails the ability of a country to advance
her interests and objectives, to contain instability, control
crime, eliminate corruption, improve the welfare, and quality
of life of every citizen (Obasanjo, 1999). Among the core
issues of national security are law and order. National security
has also been defined as the “aggregate of the security interest
of all individuals, communities, ethnic groups, political
entities and institutions which inhabit the territory of”. In his
interpretation of the aforesaid definition, Mohammed (2006)
concludes that: National Security from any perspective is
about safeguarding the interests of the citizenry and providing
the type of atmosphere that is free of threats that could inhibit
the pursuit of the good of all.
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I1l. LITERATURE REVIEW

The preponderance increase in seizures of illicit narcotic in
Nigeria is direful and suggests the country’s growing role as
drug abuse nation, in other words, drug usage appears to be
widespread within Nigeria. Nigeria is a key transit point for
hard drugs aboard, from Latin American countries and
Mexico to North America, East Asia and Europe (Rawlings,
2013, Nwannennaya and Abiodun, 2017).

Proshare (2018), claimed that an estimated 14.4 per cent of
the Nigerian population, or 14.3 million people between the
age of 15 and 64 years had used drugs, excluding alcohol and
tobacco, in 2017. This estimated population includes persons
who had used drug at least once in the past 12 months as well
high-risk drug users. Cannabis was identified as the most
commonly used substance with an estimated 10,640,000 users
and it was also identified as the most widely used
substance in Nigeria in 2017, this is followed by
pharmaceutical opioids (mainly tramadol, and to a lesser

extent codeine  or morphine) and cough  syrups
containing codeine or dextromethorphan. The rising
incidence of drug abuse and its trafficking s

concomitantly linked to the increasing number of drug related
crimes. This has exacerbated the nature of insecurity of the
Nigerian state.

In contemporary Nigeria, the nexus between drug and crime
cannot be overlooked. The rate at which drugs  are
recovered from suspected criminals across the country
is  preposterous. According to Mateen (2018), over 600
suspects were arrested by the police for various drug induced
crimes ranging from armed robbery, kidnap and cultism in
Lagos State alone in 2017. In the same vein, the Lagos state
commandant of the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency,
Sule Aliyu, revealed that the agency in the year 2017
recovered about ten tons of drugs and prosecuted more than
300 suspects (Mateen, 2018). Most of these narcotics are not
produced in Nigeria such as cocaine, heroin and
methamphetamine, but they are readily available. Bolade
Akinyele, the controller of Owo Prison in Ondo State
maintained that most of the ‘criminals convicts’ in the
Nigerian prisons are users of various drugs including hemp,
cocaine, heroin etc. (Yussuf , 2015). His assertion was
substantiated by Barrister Abibu Akilu who claimed that the
recent rise in criminal activities among the youth is
attributable to the increasing rate of illicit drug use among the
youth in the country (Yussuf, 2015). Most times, these
criminals engage in drug consumption so as to ‘get high’
(induce their adrenaline), and ‘less emotional’ when carrying
out their heinous act, thereby threatening national security.

IV. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Theories of drug abuse among youths have indicated that
some individuals depend on certain drugs for survival due to
several factors. According to Eze & Omeje (1999) in Oluremi
(2012) are explained by theories such as the Socio-cultural,
Biological and Social learning theories of drug abuse. The
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socio-cultural theory posits that drug abuse is motivated by
socio-cultural values of the people, as some cultures permits
the consumption of alcohol and marijuana especially during
some cultural events like birth of a baby. The Biological
theory asserts that drug abuse is determined by an individual’s
biological or genetic make-up that makes them vulnerable to
drug abuse. The learning theory sees drug abuse as originating
from individual’s learning which could be instrumental,
conditional or social learning.

Drug Abuse, Youths and National Security: A Theoretical
Explanation

Several theories have been used by various scholars in
explaining youth drug abuse and its implications for national
security. However, this study adopted Securitization as a
framework of analysis. Ole Weaver (1993) coined the
Securitization theory, which was later developed by the
Copenhagen School. The theory states that national security
requires identification of security matters needed to be
addressed using the normal course of politics, separately from
those requiring urgent action such as drug abuse among the
youth population. The implication is that there is a difference
between politicized and securitized national security threats
(Buzan & Hansen, 2009). The securitization theory aims at
understanding security agenda to be beyond traditional
security threats to include non-traditional security issues of
societal needs (Weaver, 2000).

This alternative is being rationalized by securitizing
discourses through usual means of labeling a menace such as
drug abuse and illicit trafficking as national security threat. In
the development of the securitization theory, Buzan, et al.,
(1998) emphasized the importance of emergency measures,
the adoption of which is justified by the need to ensure the
survival of the state and the protection of its citizens. Drug
abuse among Nigerian youths has degenerated into a
threatened state which needs an emergency response from the
Federal, State and Local Governments, National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), United Nations Office on
Drug and Crime (UNODC) and other relevant stakeholders
locally and internationally. The securitization theory identified
drug abuse as a non-traditional type of security threat, which
is capable of escalating into major national security challenge
if not adequately tackled.

V. METHODOLOGY

The method adopted in this research is qualitative, using
mainly secondary data. The secondary data employed include
existing literatures on drug abuse, youths and national security
from sources such as internet, books, journals, newspapers,
magazines, conference papers and annual reports of National
Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), and United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and World
Drug Report (WDR). In the course of the research, the
researcher consulted some officials of the NDLEA and Centre
for Research and Information on Substance Abuse (CRISA) in
Nigeria.
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Commonly Abused Drugs among Youths

Seven categories of drugs are classified according to their
physiological effects. However, most psychoactive drugs fall
into one of the general categories of stimulants, narcotics,
cannabis, depressants, analgesics, sedatives, performance
enhancing drug, hallucinogens and inhalants.

Stimulants

The primary use of stimulants is to increase the activities of
the central nervous system (CNS) with increase heart rate,
blood pressure and the rate of brain function. The users feel
uplifted and less fatigue. Examples of stimulants include
caffeine, cocaine, nicotine and amphetamine.

Narcotics

These are among the potent dependence producing drugs,
used medically to relieve pain and induce sleep. Narcotics are
derived from plants such as opium, morphine, codeine and
heroin. They are extremely addictive and can be inhaled,
(snorted), injected, or smoked (Gate Way Foundation, 2013).

Cannabis

This is a drug prepared from Indian hemp plant (cannabis
sativa) also known as pot, marijuana, hashish and bhang. It
has little therapeutic value and its nonmedical use is illegal.
Cannabis, popularly known as marijuana is one of the drugs
commonly abused in Nigeria especially the adolescents.
Marijuana was introduced to Nigeria by soldiers returning
from Second World War (Odejide, 2009).

Depressants

These are agents that reduce the normal activity of any body
system or function. They are also known as sedative, slowing
down the CNS function. It produces tolerance in abusers as
well as strong psychological and physical dependence. Drugs
include alcohol, barbiturate, tranquilizer and rohypnol.

Hallucinogens

This is one of the oldest drugs used by mankind that is
capable of producing hallucination. They are called
psychedelics, dissociative or deliriants (mind) vision (Nichols,
2004). Psychedelic brings about evident cerebral excitation in
the form of illusion, hallucination and vision. Dissociative
produces analgesia, amnesia and catalepsy at anesthetic doses
thus disassociation from his environment.

Inhalants

These are breathable chemical vapors or gases that produce
psychoactive effects when abused or misused (National
Inhalant Prevention Coalition (NIPC), 2012). They include
volatile organic solvents, fuel, gases, nitrites and anesthetic
gases (chloroform, nitrous oxide and ether), commercial
solvents like gasoline, kerosene, glue, and typewriter
correction fluid among others. The abusers inhale the toxic
chemical products which result to low blood pressure,
dizziness, loss of hearing, damage to the lung and heart.
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Causes of Youth Drug Abuse

No single factor could be defined as solely responsible for the
abuse of drugs but the following are some of the causes of
young people vulnerable to drug abuse in Nigeria. (Oshodi,
Aina, & Onajole, 2010; Igwe, et al., 2009; Abudu, 2008;
Oluremi, 2012; Desalu, et al., 2010; Ajibulu, 2011; Henry,
Smith, & Caldwell, 2006).

Curiosity and enjoyment: Curiosity to experiment the
unknown facts about drugs motivate youth’s into drug use.
The first experience in drug abuse produces a state of arousal
such as happiness and pleasure which in turn motivate them to
continue its use for enjoyment.

Peer group Influence: Peer group pressure plays a major role
in influencing many youth’s into drug usage. This is because
peer pressure is a fact of teenage and youth’s life. In Nigeria,
and other parts of the world, one may not enjoy the company
of others unless he conforms to their norms.

Environment: Many young people live in communities which
suffer from multiple deprivations, with high unemployment,
low quality housing and where the surrounding infra-structure
of local services is splintered and poorly resourced. In such
communities drug supply and use often thrive as an alternative
economy often controlled by powerful criminal groups.

Promotion and Availability: There is considerable pressure to
use legal substances. Alcohol and pain-relieving drugs are
regularly advertised on television and other media sources.

Lack of Parental Supervision: Many parents have no time to
supervise their sons and daughters. Some parents have little or
no interaction with family members, while others put pressure
on their children to pass exams or perform better in their
studies. These problems initialize and increases drug usage.

Socio-economic Status of the Parents: Socio-economic status
of the parents entails direct costs which are very important to
families; particularly this is related to every aspects of the
family’s life and caring for children. The implications of
family relationship on students have remained an alarming
factor to the total life of the children.

Consequences of Drug Abuse

The various consequences of drug abuse are so devastating
and very shameful to the extent that both the nation and
international organizations all over the world are worried
about the spread of this scourge among the youths and
adolescents. Some of these consequences include: mental
disorder, unproductivity, school drop-out, cultism, social
violence, internet frauds, gang formation, destructions of
normal academic activities, armed robbery 419 syndrome,
social miscreants and lawlessness among youths, lack of
respect for elders, rape, instant death and waste of innocent
lives.
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The Role of Government
Policy and Laws against Drug Abuse in Nigeria

The fight against drug abuse in Nigeria is backed by Federal
laws as far back as 1935. Since then, many laws were enacted,
while others were amended leading to the establishment of the
National Drug Laws Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), an
agency with the sole responsibility of tackling drug abuse and
related offences (NDLEA, 2020). Some of the most important
laws against the cultivation, trafficking, and abuse of illicit
drugs in Nigeria are as follows:

.0

% The Dangerous Drugs Ordinance of 1935 enacted by

the British Colonial administration.

The Indian Hemp Decree No. 19 of 1966.

The Indian Hemp (Amendment) Decree No. 34 of

1979.

« The Indian Hemp (Amendment) Decree, and the
Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree
No. 20 of 1984.

« The Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences)

(Amendment) Decree of 1986 and the National Drug

Law Enforcement Agency Decree No. 48 of 1989 (as

amended by Decree No.33 of 1990, Decree No 15 of

1992 and Decree No. 62 0f1999).

These laws were harmonized as an Act of the parliament,
CAP N30 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 2004. This
Act established the NDLEA.

X3

8

X3

8

Implications of Drug Abuse on Youth and National Security

Drug abuse poses a significant and growing threat to the
youths as well as Nigeria’s national security with dire
implications for personal and public safety, public health,
democratic institutions, and economic stability. Drug abuse
has been linked to its availability through criminal drug
networks which keeps expanding, and diversifying their
activities, resulting in the convergence of threats with
explosive and destabilizing effects, such as erosion of human
capital, youth productivity, health as well as Crime,
Aggression and Youth Restiveness posing a great danger to
Nigeria’s national security.

Human Capital

One of the major consequences of drug abuse among Nigerian
youths is the erosion of human capital. Human capital is a
major component of national power (Buzan, 1991). Erosion of
human capital has been projected as a principal threat to the
future of the state. In the traditional sense, wars have been the
principal causes of the erosion of human capital. For Buzan,
however, there are alternative threats such as drugs and
terrorism that turned out to be much more deadly than
interstate wars. The consequences of drug abuse on the young
population are widespread, causing permanent physical and
emotional damage to users and negatively impacting their
families, coworkers, and many others with whom they have
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contact with a resultant negative effect on human and national
security.

Youth Productivity

Drug consumption erodes productivity of the labor force.
Premature mortality, illness, injury leading to incapacitation,
and imprisonment all serve to directly reduce national
productivity. Public financial resources expended in the areas
of health care and criminal justice as a result of drug related
issues are resources that would otherwise be available for
other policy initiatives. Although it is difficult to place a naira
value on a human life, a rough calculation of lost productivity
can be made based on the present discounted value of a
person’s lifetime earnings. There are also health-related
productivity losses. An individual who enters a residential
drug treatment program or is admitted into hospital for drug
treatment becomes incapacitated and is removed from the
labor force.

According to Treatment Episode Data Set (TEDS, 2017),
there were approximately 1.8 million admissions to state-
licensed treatment facilities for illicit drug dependence or
abuse in 2017. Even though there are abundant academic
works in the West on drug crime and national security
relationship, interest of the Nigerian scholars on the subject is
relatively new. Nigeria has never experienced a militarized
organized crime that could create general instability.
However, the intensive flow of narcotics generated significant
law and order problems which are obstacle to national
security.

Health

Drug abuse negatively impacts a user’s health, often leading
to sickness and disease. In many cases, users die prematurely
from drug overdoses or other drug-associated illnesses. Some
users are parents, whose deaths leave their children in the care
of relatives or in foster care. TheU.S. government has been
dealing with drugs as a principal national security threat as the
drug related deaths exceed 38,000 per year (Jones, Mack, &
Paulozzi, 2010). Majority of the existing literature in Nigeria,
however, perceived the drug abuse as social, criminal and
health problem rather than a national security threat. Studies
revealed that intensive international drug trafficking increased
the availability of drugs in the country. Many government
reports and individual studies indicate that heroin, cocaine,
ecstasy, amphetamine and cannabis have become widely
available especially in metropolitan cities (UNODC, 2019).
Several experts stated that increased drug abuse among youths
has a link with transnational drug networks that began to
target domestic markets in addition to exploitation of Nigeria
as a transition route.

Crime, Aggression and Youth Restiveness

Nigeria is no longer just a transit route for hard drugs but also
a final destination. The 2019 World Drug Report highlights
the association of drug users with acquisitive crime as well as
behavioral challenges including aggression or violence. While
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the above revelations question the nature, effectiveness and
resilience of the existing legal and institutional framework for
responding to drug issues in Nigeria, the emerging drug
consumption levels in the country suggests a negative impact
of drugs on national security (Wabala, 2013). In Nigerian
culture drug consumption is a humiliation that leads to
isolation in society. Family members pay special attention not
to reveal the drug addiction, which has the ability to influence
crime among youths in workplace, leading to loss of job and
stigmatization. Most of the respondents do not report the truth
to the drug addiction surveys. Many of the interviewed
experts reported that the actual number of drug abusers is
significantly higher than official government reports. When
youths become dependent on or addicted to drugs, they often
suffer from social, physical and psychiatric complications
with resultant negative effects on themselves, their families,
their work, their communities, personal safety and as well
pose national security threat to the nation at large.

Intervention Strategies to Curtail Drug Abuse

The Nigerian government has made several efforts to
eradicate or discourage the use, sale, trafficking and recycling
of illegal drugs by promulgating various decrees against such
drug use. There is the popular Anti-narcotic Decree under
which the NDLEA was set up. In 1989, the Federal Military
Government enacted Decree 48 now Cap N30 Law of the
Federation establishing the National Drug Law Enforcement
Agency. The Agency is charged with the dual responsibility
of reducing the supply and demand for drugs. The Federal
Government of Nigeria appreciates the fact that supply
reduction efforts alone cannot solve the drug problem, hence
the emphasis on Demand Reduction.

At the inception of the Agency, the Drug Demand Reduction
Directorate was known and referred to as the Counseling Unit.
This former name was considered inappropriate as it referred
to just an aspect of the functions and constitutional
responsibility of the Directorate. Consequent upon this, the
Units’ name was changed to Drug Demand Reduction
Directorate encompassing all the activities of the Directorate.
The Drug Demand Reduction Directorate is charged with the
responsibility of reducing the demand for illegal drugs. To
achieve these objectives, the Drug Reduction Directorate is
divided into three (3) units namely.

Drug Abuse Prevention Education

This is geared towards providing factual information and
learning experiences on drug problems. To this end, NDLEA
in conjunction with Nigerian Educational Research and
Development Council (NERDC) has concluded the
development of preventive drug education curriculum and
infused its content into relevant school subjects at various
levels of learning (Primary, Secondary and Tertiary) while the
implementation is in progress. The essence of preventive
education in schools is to encourage students to recognize the
benefits of adopting drug free and healthy life style and to
provide them with necessary skills to be able to resist
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pressures to take drugs. Besides, the NDLEA has launched the
formation of drug free clubs in Secondary School in Nigeria
as well as the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) so as to
promote alternative activities to drug involvement.

Public Awareness Campaigns This approach aims at
involving community groups in drug abuse and trafficking
prevention. It involves the use of traditional rulers,
community/opinion leaders, youth leaders, religious leaders,
professional bodies, voluntary organizations, NGOs etc to
campaign against drug abuse and illicit drug trafficking.
Community resources are mobilized towards prevention and
social integration programs.

Treatment and Rehabilitation It is in line with the statutory
responsibility of the Agency that the Treatment and
Rehabilitation unit in the Drug Demand Reduction Directorate
was created. Drug Rehabilitation is predicated on the need to
provide help to identified as drug dependent persons. Drug
Dependency is a public health problem that impacts
negatively on the social multiple levels. There are four major
Treatment/rehabilitation methods in use in Nigeria, namely:

>

o,
*

Non-Governmental Based Treatment/Rehabilitation
Community Based Treatment/Rehabilitation
Hospital based Treatment/Rehabilitation
Religious/Faith Based Treatment / Rehabilitation

<,

o,
0‘0

o,
0‘0

e

*

Research and non-Governmental Organization Liaison
Researches are carried out on the trends, patterns and
prevalence of drug abuse problems among different target
groups. These researches include school survey, hospital
survey, trafficking survey and others. Data is collected from
suspected traffickers in NDLEA pre-trial cells and drug
abusers on admission in treatment centers across the country.
The data collated is analyzed and produced as annual research
report on drug abuse and trafficking. These reports are
distributed to relevant Governmental, Non-Governmental,
International Organizations, Corporate bodies and Individuals
involved in drug abuse and trafficking prevention in Nigeria.
(NDLEA, 2019).

VI. CONCLUSION

Drug abuse is a non-traditional security intimidation which
has the potential to revamp itself into a more lethal opus by
integration with violent crimes, constituting threats to national
security. It poses a momentous danger to the world
community by targeting the youths, being the human resource
backbone of any country, while preventing the state from
realizing its actual potential. This paper presented that drug
abuse has broader national security implications apart from
predisposing the youths to anti-social behaviours and violent
crimes, drug abuse undermines human capital and
productivity among Nigerian youths. Even though drug abuse
is often perceived as a “soft” threat, it can undermine the
states’ ability to fight against “hard” security challenges if not
adequately tamed. Along with the conventional threats,
Nigerian Government and other stakeholders should place
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more emphasis on appropriate checks to curb the increasing
drug abuse among youth population. Internal crime fare
should be perceived as serious as an external warfare. Failure
by the government to improve response to the drugs problem
will exacerbate the volume of national security threat to an
unprecedented level.

VIl. RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the discussions the following recommendations
were offered.
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The Federal Government should equip the NDLEA
with better logistics support, recruitment and training
of staff, as well as information sharing and
management among relevant stakeholders on drug
abuse.

The Ministry of Education across levels of
government in-collaboration with National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) should intensify
their antidrug campaigns in order to have a drug- free
society with a special focus on the youth.

The Ministry of Education must add to their
curricular a Drug-Education for the primary,
secondary and tertiary schools, along with lectures,
seminars, rallies, and film shows for the youth’s and
adolescents on the adverse effects of drug abuse.

The National Orientation Agency (NOA) and Federal
ministry of Information and Culture should educate
the Nigerian public using mass media about the
spreading scourge of drug abuse among youths.

All the three tiers of Government in Nigeria, the
NGOS, Parents and Guardians, and concerned
individuals should make concerted effort in curbing
the spread of the scourge of drug abuse among
youths and adolescents through awareness campaign
programs.
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