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ABSTRACT 
 
In recent years many scholars have argued that language teachers have two vital roles both as trainers of 

helping students acquire language skills and as agents of helping students become aware of moral values. 

As a consequence, it is necessary for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teachers to be able to develop 

their teaching materials in order that at the same time they cannot merely teach their students’ English 

language skills but also develop the moral value awareness of their students. For this reason, this article 

aims at proposing the words of crime that EFL teachers can uses for their teaching materials to help the 

students develop their language skills as well as their awareness of moral values in the classroom. To meet 

this aim, the article firstly focuses its discussion on the importance of word in English Language Teaching 

(ELT). It then exlpores the understanding of crime. For the next exploration, the words of crime in ELT are 

presented in this article. Finally, it provides the sample materials designed with the words of crime. At the 

end, the article can hopefully become a considered material for EFL teachers to develop their teaching 

materials. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In the classroom, teachers have a vital role because they can become an influential factor in determining the 

learning success of their students. Concerning this fact, Dörnyei and Murphey (2003) argue that the success 

of classroom learning is very much dependent on what roles the teachers and learners play. According to 

Brown (2007), the teachers can play many roles in the course of teaching and this might facilitate learning. 

This Brown’s explanation certainly leads to an understanding that the teachers can play their vital role as a 

facilitator in the classroom. As a facilitator, the teachers consitute those who are democratic rather than 

autocratic and those who foster learner autonomy through the use of group work and pair work and by 

acting as more of a resource than a transmitter of knowledge (Harmer, 2007). In addition, in the classroom 

the teachers do not only play a role as a facilitator, but they also serve such other vital roles as controller, 

prompter, participant, resource, tutor, orgganiser, performer, rapport builder, teaching aid, language model, 

and provider of comprehensible input Harmer (2007). In ELT, the teachers usually play these roles in the 

framework of helping the students acquire language skills. 
 

In recent years the roles of the teachers have changed. Many scholars have argued that as well as helping the 

students aquire language skills, the teachers of English have a duty of helping the students become aware of 

moral values. Johnston (2003), for example, in Chapter One of Values in English Language Teaching, 

discusses the importance of moral dimension of English teaching and in Chapter Two he explains that  

English language teachers have to pay attention to moral dimension they interact with students, with the 

curriculum and with their role as a representative of their school. Mangubhai (2007) focuses a study on 

The moral and Ethical Dimensions of Language Teaching. 
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Different from Johnston and Mangubhai, Cook (2002) lists the goals of language teaching that one of them 

deals with a form of religious observance. As a result, the teachers of English have two vital roles as both 

language trainers and moral agents. 
 

Paying attention to these two roles of language teachers, it is therefore important for the EFL teachers to to 

develop or design their teaching materials which can lead them at the same time to improve their student’s 

language skill and to develop the moral value awareness of their students. To help the EFL teachers able to 

play these two roles, this article proposes the words of crime as an alternative of teaching materials for 

promoting EFL learner’s awareness of moral values. Using the words of crime, they are hopefully able to 

develop their students’ language skills and their awareness of moral values in the classroom. To realise this 

proposal, this article presents three points of discussion. It firstly discuses the importance of word in ELT. 

Secondly, it explores the understanding of crime. The next discussion is focused on the words of crime for 

ELT. Finally, the article provides some samples of materials for the teaching with the words of crime. 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF WORDS IN ELT 
 
In every language including English, words are very important for people in their daily lives. Without 

words, it can be difficult for students to communicate with others. Even, without enough words, they cannot 

understand others or express their own ideas. Concerning the importance of words, Wilkins (1972:111) 

argues that without vocabulary, nothing can be conveyed. Similarly, it is noted by Milton (2009:3) that 

words are the building blocks of language and without them there is no language. In order the students can 

develop their English words, it is therefore vitally important for the teachers to teach words or vocabularies 

to the students. 
 

Because of this importance of words in ELT, many scholars have devoted their attention to teaching words 

or vocabularies. For example, Harley (2006), in Chapter One of his book English Words: A linguistic 

introduction, discusses the intuitive notion of what a word is and presents several perspectives on wordhood. 

Graves (2006), in his book The vocabulary book: Learning and Instruction, proposes a guideline for 

successful vocabulary teaching that supports effective teaching and students’ development of word 

knowledge. In addition, concerning the teaching of words, Nation (2005) argues that the main problem with 

vocabulary teaching is that only a few words and a small part of what is required to know a word can be 

dealt with at any one time. 
 

The above scholarly works certainly lead the teachers of English to devote their attention to helping the 

students acquire their English skills through teaching words. Refering to the book theme, Situating Moral 

and Cultural Values in the ELT Materials, this chapter focuses its discussion on words of crime. Using the 

words of crime in ELT, the teachers can hopefully help the students develop their language skills 

(word/vocabulary) as well as their awreness of moral values in the classroom. In this sense the teachers can 

become the English language trainers on the one hand and at the same time the moral agents on the other 

hand. In this chapter, the words of crime are presented in the following section. 

 

UNDERSTANDING CRIME 
 
Before discussing the words of crime for ELT, it is firstly necessary to understand what the word crime 

itself is. Scholars define this word differently. Walsh (2011) defines it as an act in violation of a criminal 

law for which a punishment is prescribed; … In the words of Lindner and Firth (2008), it is defined as any 

act, or omission of an act, in violation of a public law. According to Brieger (2003) crime is any act or 

omission (of an act) that violates the law and punishable by the state. Although the word crime is defined in 

the different words, the three definitions can lead to a further understanding that an act of crime occurs when 

someone breaks the law by an overt act, omission or neglect that can result in punishment. In other words, 

https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/
https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/
http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (IJRISS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS |Volume VII Issue V May 2023 

Page 1189 

www.rsisinternational.org 

 

 

 
 

 

the persons who commit crime are those who commit an overt that bring them to break the law and because 

of this unlawfulness they can be punished. 
 

In relation to the moral value, according to Gardner and Anderson (2012), a crime may also be a tort or a 

moral wrong. In addition, to clarify this definition, they give an example that murder can be a crime, a tort, 

and also a moral wrong. For this clarification, they also explain that murder is forbidden not only by the 

criminal law but also by the moral law. From this explanation about crime, it is understandable that when 

someone commits a crime, at the same time he or she commits criminal offense as well as moral offense. 

Because crime is also morally wrong, according to Carpenter and Hayes (2015), it is then called crime 

against morality. 
 

To be concerned with the theme of the book Situating Moral and Cultural Values in the ELT Materials, this 

understanding of crime can certainly lead the teachers of English to devote their attention to enhancing the 

student’s awareness of moral value. For this purpose, this chapter offers an alternative teaching material 

with the words of crime. With this kind of teaching material, the teachers can play two vital roles in the 

classroom. On the one hand they become the language provider in helping their students acquire the words 

of crime. On the other hand they become the moral agent of helping their students enhance the awreness of 

moral value. 

 

THE WORDS OF CRIME IN ELT 
 
Crime, defined as the above definitions, is commonly classified into two main categories, namely crimes 

against person and crimes against propert Gardner and Anderson (2012). In daily life, there are of course 

many words refering to the two main categories of crime. To help the students aquire the words of crime, it 

is important for the teachers of English to devote their attention to teaching the words related to crime. For 

this purpose, however, there is still a limited number of books presenting the teaching materials on the 

words of crime that the teachers can use in the classroom. These books are frequently found in those of 

English for Law or Legal English. In Introduction to International Legal English: A course for classroom or 

self-study use, for example, Lindner and Firth (2008) presents an exercise on different crimes in Unit Four. 

In Test Your Professional English: Law, Brieger (2003) gives a test on the types of crime in Section Four. In 

addition, Wyatt (2006) lists crime categories on page 25 of Check Your English Vocabulary for Law. As 

well as on these books, the teaching materials on the words of crime can also be accessed from the websites 

in Internet. 
 

The Intenet, defined as a global network of computer networks (Son:2008) and an extensive resource and 

communication network linking other computer networks across the world (Lin:1997), has contributed to 

English language teaching and learning since its emergence to the present time. For this fact, the Internet has 

become very important in English language classroom (Supardi:2015). Regarding the importance of the 

Internet in ELT, the web with its ease of use and accessablity will continue to grow in the importance of 

English language teaching (Eastman, 1996:34). Because of this importance of the Internet in ELT, many 

webs have provided so many materials that the theachers can develop for teaching in the classroom. In term 

of teaching words, the words of crime can be accessed from such webs as mentioned in the followings. 
 

http://www.manythings.org/vocabulary/lists/e/words.php?f=crimes 

http://esl.about.com/library/vocabulary/blwordgroups_crime.htm 

https://www.englishclub.com/english-for-work/police-crime.htm 

http://www.ecenglish.com/learnenglish/lessons/crime-vocabulary 

http://www.stickyball.net/esl-vocab.html?id=480 

http://andrealessons.blogspot.com/2012/04/43-crime-vocabulary.html 

http://www.englishmedialab.com/Quizzes/advanced/antisocialbehavior.htm 
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http://www.englishwithjo.com/english-conversation-crime/ 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/thesaurus-category/british/words-used-to-describe-crimes 
 

Apart from the above webs, the words of crime can also be accessed from YouTube, a free video sharing 

website that makes it easy to watch online videos. The followings are YouTube websites that the teachers of 

English can use to develop their teaching materials on the words of crime. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIhN1x7ycSI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrji5ChWd 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i8YpI2I1Dcg 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LhyXtlqL9w 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCaz2YTjCb0 
 

From such teaching and learning resources, both from the ELT book and from the webs, the words of crime 

in this chapter are classified into such parts of speech as nouns (types of crimes, and criminals), verbs, and 

adjectives related to crime. 
 

Types of Crimes 
 

As presented in the previous discussion, crimes are commonly classified into two main categories. They are 

crimes against person and crime against property. In criminal matters, many words refer to the two main 

categories of crimes. It is therefore necessary for the students to understand the types of crimes and the 

teachers to teach them words of crime in order they can enhance their awareness of moral value. For this 

purpose, this section presents the types of crimes displayed in the table below. The table shows the names of 

crimes on the left couloumn and the definition of each crime on the left coloumn. 
 

Table 1: Types of crimes 

 

Crimes Definitions 

arson – using fire to destroy something 

assasination – killing a leader or importan person 

assault 

blackmail 

– attacking or intentionally hurting another person physically 
 

– the act of getting money from people or forcing them to do 

something by threatening to tell a secret of theirs or to harm them. 

bribery – paying money to influence a government official 

burglary – breaking into a house or building, usually to steal something 

child abuse – injuring a child on purpose 

domestic violence – physical assault that occur within the home 

drug trafficking – trading illegal drugs 

drunk driving – driving after having too much alcohol 

embezzlement – stealing from an employer 

forgery – writing another person’s signature 

fraud – lying or making a false statement that causes harm to another person 

hijacking – taking control of an airplane or other vehicle by force 
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kidnapping/abduction – taking a person (often a child) and demanding money 

manslaughter – killing another person without premeditation (without planning) 

murder/homicide – killing another person with premeditaion (with planning) 

perjury – lying when testifying in court 

pick-poketing – stealing money by taking it from other people’s pockets 

robbery – using force or threats to directly steal money from another person 

shoplifting – stealing items from a store 

smuggling – sneaking illegal items from one country to another country 

terrorism 
– using threats or violence against innocent people for 

political/religious reasons 

theft 
– stealing from others (including burglary, embezzlement, pick- 

pocketing, robber, etc) 

torture – extremely cruel and unfair treatment (often towards prisoneers) 

trespassing – going on to another person,s property without permission 

vandalism – damaging public or private property 

white collar crime – breaking the law in business 
 

Types of Criminals 
 

The word criminal has two functions, both as noun and as adjective. As noun, criminal means a person who 

commits a crime, for example in the sentence of A dangerous criminal escaped from the prison yesterday. 

As adjective, it means relating to crime, for example in the sentence of It belongs to a criminal case. In 

this section the criminal refers to that as noun. It means the persons who commit the types of crimes 

mentioned in Table 1. The types of criminal are then presented in the following table. 
 

Table 2: Types of criminals 
 

Criminals Definitions 

arsonist – a person who sets fires to damage or destroy something 

 
blackmailer 

– a person who gets money from people by forcing them to do 
 

something by threatening to tell a secret of theirs or to harm them 

burglar – a person who steals from a building 

 
fraudster 

– a person lies or makes a false statement that causes harm to another 
 

person 

hijacker – a person who takes control of an airplane or other vehicle by force 

kidnapper – a person who takes a person (often a child) and demands money 

mugger – the person who attacks someone to steal their money. 

murderer 
 

 
 

 

– a person who kills 
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perjurer – a person who lies when testifying in court 

pickpocket – a thief who steals from pockets 

rapist – a criminal who forces someone to have sex 

 
robber 

– a person who uses force or threats to directly steal money from 
 

– another person 

shoplifter – a person who steals from shops 

smuggler – a person who takes things or people to or from a place secretly and illegally. 

 
terrorist 

– a person who uses threats or violence against innocent people for 
 

political/religious reasons 

 
thief 

– a person who steals from others (including burglary, embezzlement, 
 

pick-pocketing, robber, etc) 

vandal – damaging public or private property 

 

Verbs Related to Crime 
 

In English grammar the term verb belongs to parts of speech. Concerning this term, Sargeant (2007) 

explains that most verbs describe actions, so they are called action verbs. Action verbs tell what people or 

things are doing. For this explanation, the verbs in this section means the actions committed by the criminals  

in Table 2. These verbs are presented in the table below. 
 

Table 3: Verbs related to crimes 

 

Verbs Meanings 

arrest 

blackmail 

bribe 

– to use the power of the law to take and keep (someone, such as a criminal) 
 

– to get money by blackmail 
 

– to try to make someone (usually government official) do something for you by 

giving them money, presents or something else they want 

burgle – to illegally enter a building and steal things 

commit – to do something illegal or something that is considered wrong 

kidnap 
– to take a person away illegally by force, usually in order to demand money in 

exchange for releasing them 

hijack 
– to take control of an an aircraft or other vehicle during a journey, especially using 

violence 

mug – to attack a person in a public place and steal their money 

murder – to commit the crime of intentionally killing a person 

pickpocket – to steal things out of pockets or bags, especially in a crowd 
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rob 
– to take money or property illegally from a place, organization or peson, often 

using violence 

shoplift – to illegally take goods from a shop without paying for them 

smuggle – to take things or people to or from a place secretly and often illegally 

steal – to take something without the permission of the owner and keep it 

strangle – to kill someone by pressing their throat so that they cannot breath 

 

MATERIALS DESIGN WITH WORDS OF CRIME 
 
Materials for both teaching and learning constitute a vital part in the classroom activities. Without materials,  

no classroom activities can take place. Without materials, the teachers cannot teach and the students cannot 

learn. In order both the teachers and the students can perform their activities in the classroom, they need 

materials. Because materials are very important in teaching and learning process, the teachers have to be 

creative in designing materials for supporting their teaching and their students’ learning activities. 
 

Regarding the material design for teaching vocabulary, there are at least three points that the teachers have 

to pay a better attention to. They are guiding principles for materials design, guideline for teaching 

vocabulary, activities for teaching vocabulary. In case of guiding principles for materials design, Widodo 

(2010) describes eight guiding principles of ESP materials design. Although these guiding principles are 

intended for ESP, I am very sure, they are also applicable for other ELT materials design, including teaching 

vocabulary. These principles include: 
 

(1) Teaching materials should have a clear set of learning goals and objectives. 
 

(2) Teaching materials should contain learning tasks, which allow for students’ schemata or background 

knowledge or experience activation. 
 

(3) Learning tasks in the materials should allow students to explore their specialized needs and interests. 
 

(4) Learning tasks in the materials should enable students to develop their language skills for authentic 

communication and content competence. 
 

(5) In the materials, learning tasks should integrate language skills emphasized. 
 

(6) Learning tasks in the materials should be as authentic as possible. 
 

(7) Teaching materials should have impact on learner language development. 
 

(8) Teaching materials should inform what roles leaners and teachers play in and out the classroom. 
 

In term of the guideline for teaching vocabulary Graves (2006) offers a four part vocabulary program that 

supports effective teaching and students’ development of word knowledge. This guideline includes: 
 

(1) Providing rich and varied language experiences, 
 

(2) Teaching individual words, 
 

(3) Teaching word-learning strategies, and 
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(4) Fostering word consciousness. 
 

As well as the guiding pricinciple and the guidelines for materials design, the teachers also have to look at 

the types of activities for teaching vocabulary. For this point, Nation (2003) presents a range of activities 

for vocabulary teaching and learning as mentiones in the table below. 
 

Table 4: A range of activities for vocabulary teaching and learning by Paul Nation 

 

 spoken form Pronounce the words 

  Read loud 

form written form Word and sentence dictation 

  Finding spelling rules 

 word part Filling word part tables 

  Cutting up complex words and labelling their parts 

  Building complex words 

  Choosing a correct form 

 form-meaning connection Matching words and definitions 

  Discussing the meaning of phrases 

  Drawing and labelling pictures 

  Peer teaching 

  Solving riddles 

  Recalling forms or meanings using cards 

meaning concept and reference Finding common meanings 

  Choosing the right meaning 

  Semantic feature analysis 

  Answering questions 

  Word detectives (reporting on words found in reading) 

 associations Finding substitutes 

  Explaining connections 

  Making word maps 

  Classifying words 

  Finding opposites 

  Suggesting causes or effects 

  Suggesting associations 

  Finding examples 

  Completeing sets 

 grammar Matching sentence halves 

  Putting words in order to make sentences 
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use collocates Matching collocates 

  Classifying items in a concordance 

  Finding collocates 

 constraints on use Indentifying constraints 

  Classifying words under style headings 

 

On the basis of the guiding principles of materials design, guideline for materials design, and the range of 

activities for vocabulary teaching and learning, furtherly this afticle presents some samples of materials 

design with the words of crimes as mentioned in the followings. 
 

Learning Materials Related to Types of Crimes 

 

Task 1: Below are crime words that are not completed. Work in a small group to complete the the words. 

th   black   

rob   burg   

mur   ra   

mug   mansla   

fr   kid   

ar   smug   

 

According to the guiding principles of materials design as noted earlier, this task provides the students a 

stimulus for activating their background knowledge (schemata in cognitive sense) of words relating to the 

types of crimes. Based on the above guidelines for teaching vocabulary, it provides the teachers a teaching 

word-learning strategy. In addition refering to the range of activities for vocabulary teaching and learning, it  

serves the students an activity of written form (finding spelling rule). As noted earlier in the guiding 

principles of marterials design and the range activities for vocabulary teaching, this task can be a mediating 

tool for connecting learning tasks in the next sessions or activities such as matching words and defitions, 

drawing and labelling pictures, filling word part table, making words maps, and many others. In term of 

matching activity, the schemata the students use in the above task can certainly enable them to recall their 

real life stuations regarding the meanings or the definitions of each crime type for completing the Task 2 

below. 

 

Task 2: Match each of the crime types you have completed on Task 1 above  with its definition below. 

 

1. Unlawfully and deliberately killing someone. 

2. Taking somebody by and demanding money or conditions to free that person. 

3. To enter a building, often while no one is in it, and steal money or objects. 

4. To take something by force from someone, often in the street. 

5. To steal from someone’s pocket etc, without them realizing. 

6. To set fire to a building illegally. 

7. To violently attack a person sexually. 

8. To use force to take control of a plane, ship, train, etc. 

9. To deceive or cheat someone to get money. 

10. Stealing-usually secretly and without violence. 

11. Killing someone by accident through a careless or dangerous act. 

12. To bring illegal goods, like drugs, into a country or to bring goods into a country without paying 

taxes. 

13. To steal things while pretending to shop 
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This task aims at enriching the students’ vocabulary related to crimes (types of crimes). It is the continuation 

of Task 1. According to the guiding principles discussed previously, it allows the students to explore their 

specialized needs and interests in criminal law. Based on the guidelines for teaching vocabularly in the 

section above, this task also provides a teaching word-learning strategy for the teachers. In term of the range 

of activities for vocabulary teaching and learning it refers to activity of form-meaning connection. 

 

Task 3: Choose A, B. C or D for your correct answer. 

1. A thief goes into your house through a window. 

    A. Buglar              B. Defendant      C. Wirness     D. Shoplifting                                               

2. A child steals a chocolate bar from a store.                                                                  

     A. Vandalism      B. Shoplifting     C. Child abuse  D. Torture 

3. A teenager drives faster than the limit. 

    A. Arson               B. Hijacking       C. Speeding     D. Drunk driving     

4. A Mexican sells cocaine to a Canadian. 

    A. Terrorism       B. Drunk driving  C. Theft           D. Drug trafficking   

5. A guard refuses to give a prisoner food or water unless the prisoner gives up information. 

     A. Graffiti           B. Abduction        C. Torture       D. Hijacking    

6. A man shoots his second wife dead. 

    A. Murder            B. Armed robbery   C. Theft        D. Speeding  

7. A juvenile delinquent throws a lit match into a building. 

    A. Arson              B. Shoplifting           C. Domestic violence     D. Hijacking   

8. A terrorist group takes over an airplane and changes its course. 

    A. Vandalism       B. Drug trafficking   C. Hijacking     D. Domestic violence  

9. A group of kids use spray paint to write on a bridge. 

    A. Torture            B. Assault                  C. Child abuse   D. Vandalism    

10. A man opens a law firm and pretends that he is a lawyer. 

      A. Burglary        B. Armed robbery     C. Domestic violence      D. Fraud  

 

Like Task 2, Task 3 is also the continuation of Task 1. This task provides a chance for the students to 

explore their specialized needs and interests in criminal law. In addition, it also offers the teachers a 

teaching word-learning strategy. Viewed from the range of activities for vocabulary teaching and learning, 

Task 3 is of course different from Task 2. It belongs to activity of finding meaning (concept and reference),  

that is choosing the right meaning. 
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Task 4: Complete the sentences below with the correct words on the right 

 

1. The millionare’s daughter was .......... last night. bribed 

2. Armed gunmen have ......... an airplane in Syria. murdering 

3. The police have ......... six supect. hijacked 

4. Somebody .......... my laptop yesterday. shoplift 

5. The manager saw the kids .......... and called the police. burgled 

6. He was arrested for .......... drugs into the country. robbed 

7. O.J Simpson was arrested and accused of .......... his wife. arrested 

8. The cashier was .......... at gunpoint. stole 

9. When they got back from their holiday they found that their home had 

been ........... 

kidnapped 

10. Mr. Peter .......... immigration officials and entered the country illegally. smuggling 

  

 

  This task is also the continuation of Task 1 and Task 2 because the verbs in this task refer to the actions 

of the types of crimes committed by the criminals. It helps the students their specialized needs and interests in 

criminal law. Like Task 1, Task 2, and Task 3, this task provides the teachers a teaching word-learning 

strategy. Viewed from the range of activities for vocabulary teaching and learning, this task belongs to 

completeing sets. 

 

CONCLUSIONS: 
 
This chapter has pointed out the importance of teaching words of crime. In the framwork of teaching this 

vocabulary, it has also attempted to present crime vocabulary focused on types of crimes, types of criminals,  

and verbs related to crimes. In order the teachers can teach these crime vocabularies, this chapter then offers 

such practical suggestions for teaching crime vocabularies as guiding principles for materials design 

introduced by Widodo (2010), guidelines for teaching vocabulary offered by (Graves, 2006), and range of 

activities for vocabulary teaching and learning presented by Nation (2003). Based on these suggestions, this 

chapter has provided the teachers with some sample materials for teaching words of crime. Such sample 

materials are authentic and the teachers can modify them on the practical suggestions for teaching crime 

vocabularies noted in the earlier section. 
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