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ABSTRACT

Illegal fishing is a common practice among Filipino fishermen and the families who are left behind were the
ones to suffer the consequences of their actions. This study unveiled the stories of illegal fisherman’s
families. The study was conducted in selected barangays in Ozamiz City, Misamis Occidental. There were
eight immediate families of fishermen that were interviewed using a structured questionnaire made by the
researcher. The study used Moustaka’s Transcendental Analysis of the data. The phenomenological study
revealed the following four main themes such as worries and concerns of families, avoidance of illegal acts,
financial instability, and pillar of the home. This research clearly speculates that the family of fishermen
experience a wide variety of challenges related to their husband getting caught by Maritime Police. As a
fisherman who got caught for illegal fishing, families could not help but worry and be concerned for their
welfare. Avoid fishing illegally again as it can detriment the income, they have that could lead to a greater
financial burden and instability. Families of fishermen may explore ways in which they can use to sustain
their financial needs other than their husband’s income from fishing. They should also persuade their
husband to stop doing illegal fishing and start being a law-abiding citizen to be able to continuously fish
without the burden of guilt and fish peacefully.

Keywords: illegal fishing, fishermen, families, financial instability, worries and concern
INTRODUCTION

Fishing that is illegal, unreported, and unregulated has long been seen as a regulatory problem (Rosello,
2020). Various parties may break the law carelessly or on purpose. Families who are left behind after their
member has been detained due to illegal fishing’s major concern is the lack of food and income (Milne,
2021). Most, if not all, families depend directly on fishing as their primary source of income (Rizal & Anna,
2019). Families mostly relied on their husband’s or fathers’ catch for food and expenses.

Fish is the second most common food in the Philippines after rice and has been a significant source of
income for Filipinos since the beginning of time (Bairagi et al., 2022). Correspondingly, Ngov (2018) added
that it is very important to understand and know the different fishing laws and their equivalent penalties to
avoid getting arrested due to ignorance. It is a stated policy to restrict access to the Philippines’ fisheries and
aquatic resources for everyone’s use and enjoyment, particularly the female and youth populations (de la
Cruz et al., 2022). It strives to enhance fishing operations while preventing any environmental harm and
maintaining the available natural fishing resources (Alfio et al., 2021). It can aid in our understanding of the
requirements needed to protect fish populations for future generations.

The Republic Act No 8550 or the Philippine Fisheries Code of 1998 was amended by Republic Act
No010654 also known as an act to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated
Fishing was enacted in December 2010 to improve the management of Philippine fisheries resources
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(Gomez, 2020; Acosta, 2019). The main purpose of the code is to promote sustainable fishing practices and
to protect the environment (Stephenson et al., 2018). The code sets out regulations for the catch, possession,
and trade of seafood. In addition to punishing fishermen who engage in unlawful fishing, the rule also
enhances monitoring, control, and surveillance systems by fostering tight collaboration between local and
federal governments, with the involvement of the corporate sector (Alvarico, Cuevas-Ruiz, & Dinsay, J. B.
2021). It highlights the reciprocal of their respective areas’ control over the prevention of illicit fishing
(Gomez,2020; Acosta, 2019).

Due to family’s tight concerns, they resort to fishing illegally to get more than what nature has to offer
(Phelan et al., 2020). They rob marine life of the food and shelter it needs to live for its sake (Crist, 2019).
Alvarico et al. (2021) noted that fishermen were motivated to engage in illicit fishing by their families,
friends, and communities. They spur to shift their traditional fishing methods due to their family needs,
particularly the education and the unexpected hospitalization among family members (Alvarico et al., 2021).
According to Dunaway & Macabuac (2022), illegal fishermen frequently need to discover ways to
supplement their nutrition with other sources to survive. Regrettably, the government has not been able to
assist the fishing business sufficiently. Many fishermen have turned to illegal activities to make ends meet,
and that includes dynamite fishing, fishing without a license, fishing using a fake license, fishing with
inappropriate gear, and fishing in illegal waters (Resosudarmo & Kosadi, 2018). As a result, such fisheries
typically experience high levels of illegal fishing.

In the Philippines, many fishermen are arrested for illegal fishing (Song et al., 2020). Illegal fishing is a
common practice among Filipino fishermen, particularly in province areas (Macusi et al., 2021). Under the
Philippines’ law, fishing without authorization and causing damage to the marine ecosystem is considered
illegal and punishable. Some of them are released, while others are not. Many of the released fishermen are
not able to return to their homes because they do not have the money to pay for their boats and equipment
(Sidiq et al., 2022). The released fishermen are also not able to find work because they do not have the
money to buy the necessary equipment (Mozumder et al., 2018). The country only has a small amount of
arable land. As a result, many people rely on fishing for their livelihoods (Coulthard et al., 2021).

Illegal fishing offenses can have serious consequences (Hanafi et al., 2019). Bycatch, or unintended catches
of fish, can be devastating to populations and ecosystems. Fishermen who engage in illegal fishing face stiff
penalties, including fines, prison time, and even loss of their licenses (Ame et al., 2021; llyas et al., 2019).
Those who choose to engage in this practice are putting themselves and others at risk, both themselves and
their families (Sutinen et al., 2018; Ayu, 2018). The families who are left behind were the ones to suffer the
consequences of their actions. Their families who rely mostly on their fishing job will be forced to work and
earn money on their own once they are arrested just to provide for the family’s daily expenses.

Hence, the researchers were interested in finding out the stories of the family of the fisherman who were
arrested due to illegal fishing.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study used the qualitative approach using the descriptive phenomenological design. The descriptive
phenomenology of research consists of four steps: bracketing, intuiting, analyzing, and describing (Bahtiar
& Sahar, 2022). Intuition entails remaining open to the meanings assigned to the phenomenon by
individuals who have experienced it. Using this method, the researchers attempted to approach the
phenomenon in a new, rather naive way (Churchill, 2018). Carcary (2020) implies that analysis focuses on
discovering and extracting key remarks and reflections from persons who were interviewed, categorizing
and evaluating them for their contribution to understanding the phenomenon under study. Researchers
performed the last step by simply describing their conclusion which was drawn from the data analysis
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(Castleberry & Nolen, 2018). This research design is considered in exploring the stories of illegal
fisherman’s families: a phenomenological study. The study was conducted in selected barangays in Ozamiz
City namely: Barangay San Antonio, Barangay Carmen Annex, and Barangay Malaubang where families of
the fishermen are currently residing. The researchers chose these barangays because of the fishermen and
families residing in the area. Ozamiz City is home to the Fuerte de la Concepcion y del Triunfo also known
as Cotta Fort and Shrine, a fort built in 1755. It is known as the coastal component of Misamis Occidental.

The study includes eight (8) immediate families of fishermen. Snowball sampling was used to identify the
participants of the study. The participants were chosen based on the following criteria: (1) family of
fishermen (2) who are residing in selected barangays in Ozamiz City, (3) of legal age, and (4) willingness of
participants.

The researchers developed an interview guide that served as the main tool in gathering the needed data from
the participants. The participants were asked for their personal information. Further, families were asked the
core questions about their experiences. Recording devices were used to record the responses of the
participants during the interview.

This study employs Moustakas Phenomenological data analysis. In the way of thinking phenomenological
data, Moustaka’s statement says, follow a systematic procedure that is flinty yet accessible to qualitative
research. This method is used to transcript all information that was gathered from the interviews that were
analyzed using the Moustakas (1994). The Moustakas’ Data Analysis or transcendental phenomenological
reduction is the best suited methodologically for the study and used to achieve a textural- structural
synthesis and essence of the experiences or challenges. This method served as a guide in analyzing the data
gathered. The steps in this method are (1) Bracketing, (2) Horizonalization, (3) Clustering into Themes, (4)
Textural Description, (5) Structural Description, and (6) Textural-Structural Synthesis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The analysis of the written transcript from the participants’ in-depth interviews revealed four (4) commonly
unveiled stories of illegal fisherman’s families. With the prevalence of these experiences, the following
themes were formulated: worries and concern of families, avoidance of doing illegal acts, financial
instability, and pillar of the home. The participants of this study were eight (8) immediate families of
fishermen. They were all female and the majority of them are families who were only relying on fishing
alone.

3.1 Worries and Concerns of Families

This theme shows that one of the challenges encountered by families of illegal fishermen is worries and
concern of families towards fishermen. As a fisherman who got caught for illegal fishing, families could not
help but worry and be concerned for their welfare. It would take a lot of emotions, time, and money when a
member of your family is caught. Concern for their welfare and worries of where to get money to bail them
is inevitable.

Results show that participants are worried and concerned about their husband getting caught as they are the
only one who provides for their daily needs. Some even were worried about where they would get money
for their bail just to get their husband out of lock-up jail. Some even were worried because fishing has
always been their only source of living. Being caught for illegal fishing could cause them to worry and be
concerned both for their member and for their income. This was mentioned in the answers of the following
participants:
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Code Name |Responses
p1 “We bailed out six thousand per head, we were so worried because that is the only way to
gain and provide our daily needs.”
P2 “I was so nervous the moment that I heard that my husband is arrested by the Maritime
Police, it was really hard for us to look for three thousand for bail.”
P3 “I'm worried because fishing is the only way we make a living.”
“We were so worried that time because we had to bail eleven thousand each and we don’t
P6 . »
have that kind of amount of money.
“I was worried that my son gets arrested but then I’'m happy because my son is okay, and he
P7 : il
can be able to go home at that time because of the bail.

Fishing is one of the oldest ways of living, and those who live by the coast rely on the wealth of aquatic
resources (Said & MacMillan, 2020). Due to the great demand, many fishermen, unfortunately, turned to
illicit ways for a quick and more lucrative method of fishing (Okafor-Yarwood et al., 2022). The acquired
illegal practices among fishermen resulted from the worries and concerns of the families of those fishermen
(Da?tekin et al., 2022). The family experienced anxiety, terror, worries, and concern upon being discovered
engaging in illicit fishing activities (Denton & Harris, 2021).

Findings show that being caught in illegal fishing can cost a lot of time, effort, time, and money for the
families who were left behind. Families worry for their husband’s welfare and worry about the food that
they would eat when the only source of income they have is through fishing. The finding is consistent with
the finding in the study of Da?tekin et al. (2022) and Denton & Harris (2021) that families show worries and
concern for their husbands when caught in illegal fishing. These were supported by Conflict Theory which
shows signs of conflict due to their family members being caught illegally fishing which could cause them
to worry and be concerned.

This implies that being caught illegally fishing could get the family worry and concerned about them. It
entails that fishing illegally, through means or ways of fishing, or through fishing without a permit, is
accompanied by worries and concern knowing that you are doing illegal things just to earn. It is important
that families of fishermen should talk to their husbands not fish illegally and not to take life fishing. They
should also seek the help of the local authorities for proper guidelines on fishing.

Avoidance of Doing lllegal Acts

This theme shows that one of the coping strategies of families of illegal fishermen is avoidance of doing
illegal acts. Being caught in illegal fishing could get the fishermen to learn a lesson and they would be most
likely to avoid that situation again. Violators would tend to avoid doing illegal acts especially when caught
from doing it. This is one of the ways they would do to avoid being caught again and be able to fish
peacefully and without thinking of being caught.

Results show that participants would avoid doing illegal acts. They would stop doing prohibited acts and do
things legally. Some even mentioned that they taught their family member to stop involving themselves in
illegal fishing anymore and reprimand them to stop so they could continue to fish as it is the only means of
income for them. There are even those who declared that they do not involve themselves again in such
illegal acts and try to be a law-abiding citizen.

Some participants revealed that they do not want to involve themselves in illegal fishing anymore as it is the
only means of living for them. This was mentioned in the answers of the following participants:
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Code Name |Responses

p1 “The only way to avoid the problem that we encounter is to stop the prohibited method of
fishing.”

P4 “I taught them about the law and what I've learned about the law that it is not good to be
involved in illegal fishing.”

p5 “I have reprimanded them to stop their illegal fishing method, so they do have a continuous
living by means of fishing.”

PG “After that incident happens, we really don’t engage in such things that might put us into
that situation again.”

P7 “I want to become a law-abiding citizen; I don’t want to go against the law.”

P8 “It is hard to go against the law especially we are just a fisherman our income is just good
enough to sustain our daily needs.”

The fishermen’s decision to quit using the illegal fishing method after being apprehended by the authorities
was a turning point (Nunes et al., 2023). Their experiences served as an eye-opener for all apprehended
fishermen. Because of the severity of the penalty and the law enforcement agency’s strict enforcement, the
families and fishermen were compelled to cease and return to traditional but legal fishing techniques
(Nahuelhual et al., 2023). They were forced to halt and look for alternative legal fishing methods because
they had a duty to cater to their family’s needs (Omar et al., 2019). They tend to return to traditional
fishing, which was law-compliant and safe, and avoid illegal acts (Sabran & Burhan, 2023).

Findings show that once caught in illegal fishing once, families were deemed to avoid doing it again.
Families would advise their husbands to fish legally and be law-abiding citizens to avoid getting caught
again and causing further problems. The finding is consistent with the finding in the study of Nunes et al.
(2023), Nahuelhual et al. (2023), Omar et al. (2019), and Sabran & Burhan (2023) that families show
obedience to the law for their husbands who were caught for illegal fishing once. These were supported by
Conflict Theory which shows signs of conflict due to their family members being caught illegally fishing
could cause them to avoid doing illegal acts again.

This implies that families would try to avoid doing illegal acts once their member was caught for illegal
fishing. It serves as a deterrent for them that would teach them a lesson knowing how hard it is to be caught.
Families should try to persuade their members to fish in a legal means to be able to continue fishing free of
worries and concern of being caught again. They should also be a law-abiding citizen at all times even when
there are no Maritime Police in the vicinity to be free of guilt and worries.

Financial Instability

This theme shows that one of the challenges encountered by families of illegal fishermen is financial
instability. Getting caught doing illegal acts could get you in detention and banned from fishing for some
time. Not being able to fish detriments their income especially when it is the only source of income they
have. This could lead to a greater financial burden and instability.

Results show that participants before being caught in illegal fishing, have adequate income to sustain their
daily needs. They mentioned how challenging it was to have inadequate income and how difficult it is to
find another source of money. They also disclosed the difference before and after they got caught. This was
mentioned in the answers of the following participants:

Page 850
www.rsisinternational.org


https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/
https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/
http://www.rsisinternational.org/

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (1JRISS)
ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/1JRISS |Volume VII Issue VI June 2023

Responses

“Supporting our daily needs has become a challenge to us because of inadequate income, unlike
before we have enough income for our necessities.

“We find it difficult, because before we used to get enough income but now it cannot sustain our
daily needs there is a big difference between the income before and now after that incident happen.

P2

Given the number of dependents they are supporting, fishermen’s revenue barely covers their daily needs
(Lola & Iranto, 2023). As a result, after years of fishing, they turned to illegal fishing to obtain more fish or
increase their profit, and it has since become their only source of income (Tikadat et al., 2022). Considering
the risk that these fishermen have to take, they thought of the earnings they gained from illegal fishing
methods and never thought of the consequences it beholds (Kusumanti et al., 2022). Getting caught in illegal
fishing gets them to do less and burden their families more (Villadiego, 2022). Fishermen experienced a
financial burden as they were cut off from fishing during the period of detention (Torell et al., 2021).

Findings show that one of the challenges that families encounter is financial instability. After getting caught
in illegal fishing, the financial income of the family deteriorated. They got more income before they have
been caught than they have after they have been caught. The finding is consistent with the finding in the
study of Kusumanti et al. (2022), Villadiego (2022), and Torell et al. (2021) that families show financial
instability after their partner got caught. These were supported by Conflict Theory which shows signs of
financial conflict due to their family members being caught illegally fishing which could cause them to have
an unstable financial income.

This implies that getting caught in illegal fishing can make the finances unstable. It entails that before
getting caught in illegal fishing, finances, and income are stable. However, it started to deteriorate right after
they were caught. lllegal fishing can help increase income, nevertheless, once caught, you pay a costly price.
It is advisable that fishermen fish legally and avoid getting the Maritime Police sight you. They should also
try to budget their expenses from the priority bills and avoid spending unnecessary expenses.

Pillar of the Home

This theme shows that one of the challenges encountered by families of illegal fishermen is the difficulty to
stand as their husbands are the only pillar of the home. Fishing served as the main source of income for
fishermen and their families. When husbands were caught in illegal fishing, their main source of income is
cut off and it creates a burden on the family especially when it comes to supporting their daily needs.
Husbands are the pillar of the home who provides for the family’s needs and difficulties arise when they
were caught.

Responses of the participants show that husbands are the only ones who worked for them in order to support
their needs. They are the pillar of the home whom when cut off, every other thing would fall off. They
mentioned how scared and worried they were when their husband was caught as they are the head of the
family. They were the ones who provide for their daily needs and the ones who make an income for the
entire family. This was mentioned in the answers of the following participants:

Code Name |Responses

p1 “It’s really har_d for me especially that my husband is the only one who work for us to
support our daily needs.

P2 “When the incident happen_ed, 1 got worrie_d and scared because he is the head of the family
and the one who makes an income to provide our needs
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Husband has a sense of benevolent responsibility to lead, protect, and provide for their family (Yao et al.,
2022). 1t is a rational choice of a husband to provide for the needs of the family and weigh his action based
on good and bad consequences (Crosbhie, 2019). Most of the time, bad overpowers the good due to the
equivalent monetary benefit (Lawton, 2021). Fishermen viewed traditional fishing as a low-profitable
method (Yanfika et al., 2019). They were motivated to commit such illegal methods to sustain their family’s
needs, particularly for their children’s education and support for their day-to-day needs (Romeo &
Marciano, 2019). Fishermen are considered the head of the family, a pillar needed for a building to stand
(Maldonado et al., 2022).

Findings show that fishermen are considered to be the pillar of the home that provides for the needs and
supports the family. It was also found that there were no other sources of income aside from fishing. When
the pillar of the home cuts off, the rest would befall down, not knowing how to stand alone. The finding is
consistent with the finding in the study of Yanfika et al. (2019), Romeo & Marciano (2019), and Maldonado
et al., (2022) that fishermen are the pillar of the home that provides for the family’s needs. These were
supported by Conflict Theory which shows signs of conflict due to their family members being caught
illegally fishing could cause them to fall off without the help of the pillar.

This implies that fishermen, as the pillar of the home, serve as the main source of funds, and without them,
it would cause the families to worry and experience difficulties. This also entails that without the fishermen,
families cannot stand on their own and cannot provide for their daily needs as they were relying more on the
income from fishing. Participants should start forming their own businesses and they should get another
source of income even small ones to provide for their needs in case of emergency. Families should not
always rely on the fishermen and think of other possibilities.

CONCLUSIONS

Therefore, the illegal activities of the fisherman greatly affect the family which makes them worried all the
time since they already knew the circumstances when the fishermen got caught doing illegal fishing. It is
concluded that the study has observed that the fishermen who got caught for illegal fishing could not help
but worry and be concerned for their welfare. Based on the results of the theme worries and concerns of the
family that they should stop doing illegal activities and provide another alternative livelihood or acquire a
permit from the LGU of the city for them to be legalized. It would take a lot of emotions, time, and money
when a member of your family is caught. Being caught in illegal fishing could get the fishermen to learn a
lesson and they would be most likely to avoid that situation again. Violators would tend to avoid doing
illegal acts especially when caught from doing it. Getting caught doing illegal acts could get you in
detention and banned from fishing for a period of time. Not being able to fish detriments their income
especially when it is the only source of income they have. This could lead to a greater financial burden and
instability. It was also found that there were no other sources of income aside from fishing. When the pillar
of the home cuts off, the rest would befall down, not knowing how to stand alone.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings and conclusion, the following recommendation is hereby forwarded: Families of fishermen may
explore ways in which they can use to sustain their financial needs other than their husband’s income from fishing.
Families of fishermen should start their own businesses to sustain their needs and provide for them when an emergency
arises. They should also persuade their husband to stop doing illegal fishing and start being a law-abiding citizen to be
able to continuously fish without the burden of guilt and fishing peacefully. Thus, future researchers can use these
findings to support their prospective investigation, particularly in the unveiled stories of illegal fisherman’s families: a
phenomenological study.
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