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ABSTRACT 

This study is anchored on Feminism which critiques traditional theories for their androcentric biases and calls 

for a reevaluation of power dynamics and social justice (Tong, 2009). By foregrounding women's experiences 

and advocating for structural changes, feminist theory aims to dismantle entrenched hierarchies and promote 

gender equity across various spheres of life (Hartsock, 1983). The Philippines has a rich and evolving history, 

deeply intertwined with the nation’s struggle for social justice and gender equality. In recent years, 

contemporary Filipino feminism has increasingly focused on intersectional issues, recognizing the diverse 

experiences of women across different socio-economic and cultural contexts (Cruz, 2020). With the 

abovementioned, this study explores the different inspiring and notable traits of women in the four major 

Philippine Literary masterpieces used in teaching Filipino subject in the Junior High School Curriculum 

(Department of Education) from Grade 7 to Grade 10. Utilizing literary analysis as the approach, this study 

found out that Filipina women as manifested from different literary characters from Ibong Adarna in Grade 7, 

Florante at Laura in Grade 8, Noli Me Tangere in Grade 9, and El Filibusterismo in Grade 10, are: Resilient 

and Strong, Have Moral Integrity and Courage, Advocate for Social Change, Wise and Intelligent, and Loyal 

and Loving.  

Keywords: Filipina, women, literary analysis, feminism 

INTRODUCTION 

Gender stereotyping, especially in relation to women, remains a persistent issue in various sectors, including 

the workforce and education. Stereotypes often cast women as nurturing and emotional but less competent than 

men, which contributes to systemic gender bias and discrimination (Panerati et al., 2023). In fields like 

STEMM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics, and Medicine), women are frequently 

underrepresented due to entrenched stereotypes that suggest they are less capable in areas requiring logical 

reasoning and spatial awareness. This gendered perception discourages young women from pursuing such 

careers and limits their retention even when they do enter these fields (Kim et al., 2020; Beck et al., 2022). 

Furthermore, despite advancements in gender equality, traditional stereotypes remain deeply ingrained, 

influencing societal roles and evaluations. Women continue to be perceived as more communal and morally 

oriented but face higher standards in demonstrating competence, especially in male-dominated industries 

(Hentschel et al., 2019; Heilman et al., 2024). This disparity not only hinders career advancement but also 

perpetuates the gender gap in leadership and decision-making positions. 

In the Philippines, gender stereotyping and discrimination against women remain significant issues, affecting 

various aspects of life, including employment, leadership, and unpaid care work. Traditional gender roles still 

prevail, where women are primarily expected to handle domestic responsibilities, while men are seen as natural 

leaders and breadwinners. Women face challenges in balancing work and household duties, with many trapped 

in low-paying informal jobs without social protection. Despite their higher educational achievements, women 

are often underrepresented in leadership roles and face a persistent gender pay gap, particularly in sectors like 

digital technology (Oxfam Philippines, 2023; Philippine Institute for Development Studies, 2023). The country 
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also scored poorly in the OECD's Social Institutions and Gender Index, reflecting high levels of discrimination 

in areas such as family dynamics, economic opportunities, and physical security (OECD, 2024). However, 

efforts such as the Philippine Development Plan (2023-2028) aim to address these inequalities by promoting 

gender equality and increasing women's participation in the labor force. 

With the abovementioned, literature plays a crucial role in challenging and dismantling gender stereotypes, 

particularly regarding women's discrimination. Through novels, poetry, and other forms of literary expression, 

authors can depict the complexities of women’s lives, critique patriarchal norms, and provide alternative 

narratives that empower women. Feminist literature, for instance, challenges traditional depictions of women 

as passive or inferior, instead portraying them as resilient and capable of agency (Roxas, 2020). Literary works 

such as those by contemporary feminist authors can expose the implicit biases that contribute to gender 

inequality and inspire critical conversations on societal change. Additionally, literature serves as a medium for 

marginalized voices, giving women the platform to share their experiences of discrimination and resistance 

(Santos, 2021). Through storytelling, literature creates a space for empathy and awareness, which are vital for 

advocating gender equity and challenging sexist ideologies embedded in culture (Perez & Tan, 2023). By 

promoting diverse and empowering representations of women, literature continues to contribute to the global 

fight against gender stereotyping and discrimination. 

With literary analysis combined with Feminism as a theoretical lens, this paper emphasizes the critique of 

gender inequalities and seeks to understand how social structures perpetuate women's subordination and 

marginalization. Rooted in the foundational works of scholars like Simone de Beauvoir, who explored 

women's existential oppression in The Second Sex (1949), feminist theory scrutinizes how patriarchal systems 

shape cultural and social norms to favor male dominance (De Beauvoir, 1949). Contemporary feminist 

perspectives, such as intersectionality proposed by Kimberlé Crenshaw (1991), highlight the complex interplay 

of gender, race, class, and sexuality in understanding systemic oppression (Crenshaw, 1991). This lens also 

critiques traditional theories for their androcentric biases and calls for a reevaluation of power dynamics and 

social justice (Tong, 2009). By foregrounding women's experiences and advocating for structural changes, 

feminist theory aims to dismantle entrenched hierarchies and promote gender equity across various spheres of 

life (Hartsock, 1983). 

While Feminism in the Philippines has a rich and evolving history, deeply intertwined with the nation’s 

struggle for social justice and gender equality. Early feminist movements in the Philippines were marked by 

the efforts of pioneering women such as Josefa Llanes Escoda, who advocated for women's suffrage and social 

reforms in the early 20th century (Labrador, 2015). The post-colonial period saw the rise of more organized 

feminist groups addressing issues such as domestic violence and reproductive rights, with organizations like 

Gabriela leading the charge (Manalansan, 2018). In recent years, contemporary Filipino feminism has 

increasingly focused on intersectional issues, recognizing the diverse experiences of women across different 

socio-economic and cultural contexts (Cruz, 2020). Despite significant progress, challenges remain, 

particularly in addressing systemic inequalities and achieving comprehensive gender justice (Santos, 2021). 

Moreover, integrating Ibong Adarna, Florante at Laura, Noli Me Tangere, and El Filibusterismo into the 

Philippine education curriculum is crucial for fostering national identity and cultural awareness. These works 

are more than just literary pieces; they serve as windows into the country’s historical, political, and social 

landscapes. José Rizal’s Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo, for example, are essential in understanding 

the roots of Filipino nationalism and the struggles against colonial oppression (Santos & Torres, 2021). These 

novels highlight the injustices suffered under Spanish rule, making them indispensable tools for teaching 

critical thinking and historical empathy. Similarly, Ibong Adarna and Florante at Laura offer valuable lessons 

on morality, resilience, and the complex dynamics of love and justice within Philippine folklore and societal 

norms (Garcia, 2020). These texts also encourage students to appreciate the richness of Filipino language and 

literature, while instilling in them the values of patriotism and social responsibility (Del Rosario & Cruz, 

2019). Thus, their inclusion in the curriculum ensures that students develop a deep sense of cultural identity 

while honing analytical and moral reasoning skills. 

Highlighting the inspiring traits of women through literary analysis is essential in advocating for women 

empowerment because it allows readers to engage with diverse and complex portrayals of female strength, 
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resilience, and agency. As Mangarin (2023) emphasized the importance of reducing inequalities between men 

and women. In the decision-making process. Further, literature has the power to challenge traditional gender 

roles by presenting women as capable leaders, thinkers, and change-makers, which counters long-standing 

stereotypes. When stories emphasize women's courage in the face of adversity, they provide role models for 

real-world empowerment, encouraging women to see their potential beyond societal constraints. Furthermore, 

these portrayals inspire conversations about equality, helping to reshape cultural perceptions of women's roles 

in both public and private spheres. By analyzing literature through a feminist lens, we can celebrate and 

amplify these empowering narratives, fostering a more inclusive and equitable society. With this, this study 

Women Through the Lense of Philippine Literature: Analysis of Notable and Inspiring Traits is conducted. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study utilized literary analysis employing feminist approach. Literary analysis is the practice of examining 

and interpreting literature to uncover deeper meanings and themes within a text. This method involves 

critically engaging with the elements of literature, such as characterization, symbolism, plot, and structure, to 

understand how they contribute to the overall message or artistic intent of the work. A key aspect of literary 

analysis is the consideration of the socio-cultural, historical, and political contexts in which a text is produced, 

which provides insight into the broader implications of the narrative (Smith & Doe, 2020). Modern approaches 

to literary analysis, such as feminist and postcolonial criticism, also emphasize the importance of 

understanding power dynamics, identity, and representation within literature (Johnson, 2021). This not only 

enriches the reader’s comprehension of the text but also encourages an examination of how literature both 

reflects and shapes societal values and beliefs. Furthermore, literary analysis fosters critical thinking by 

pushing readers to go beyond surface-level readings, exploring the intricacies of language and narrative 

technique (Lee & Hernandez, 2022). 

The feminist approach in literary and cultural studies critically examines the ways in which literature and other 

cultural productions reinforce or challenge patriarchal ideologies. Rooted in the advocacy for gender equality, 

this approach interrogates the portrayal of gender roles, power dynamics, and women’s lived experiences in 

various texts. Feminist criticism highlights how literature can either perpetuate traditional gender norms or 

subvert them by offering alternative representations of women’s agency and autonomy (Mitchell & Rogers, 

2020). Central to this approach is the deconstruction of the male gaze, a concept popularized by feminist 

theorists, which critiques how women are objectified and depicted through a patriarchal lens (Williams, 2021). 

By examining both historical and contemporary texts, feminist criticism not only identifies oppressive 

structures but also amplifies the voices of marginalized women writers and subjects. In recent years, 

intersectional feminism has gained prominence, emphasizing the importance of analyzing literature through the 

lens of race, class, and sexuality in addition to gender (Perez & Morgan, 2019). This expanded focus ensures a 

more comprehensive understanding of how multiple systems of oppression interconnect in shaping women’s 

experiences. 

Studying Ibong Adarna, Florante at Laura, Noli Me Tangere, and El Filibusterismo through literary analysis 

and a feminist lens allows for a deeper understanding of both the socio-political contexts and gender dynamics 

within these texts. Literary analysis helps uncover the allegorical meanings behind the struggles depicted, such 

as colonial oppression and personal moral dilemmas, while the feminist approach highlights how women are 

portrayed and the roles they play in resisting or conforming to societal norms (Santos & Cruz, 2020). For 

instance, while women in Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo are often seen in traditional roles, a feminist 

analysis reveals their nuanced roles in challenging patriarchal structures subtly embedded in the narratives 

(Reyes, 2021). Similarly, Florante at Laura and Ibong Adarna provide insights into gender expectations and 

heroism, where women's presence, though secondary, shapes the moral trajectories of the male protagonists 

(Garcia, 2020). This multidimensional approach allows for a richer engagement with these works and their 

implications on contemporary gender discourse. 

Ibong Adarna, Florante at Laura, Noli Me Tangere, and El Filibusterismo are iconic works of Philippine 

literature, each contributing to the country’s cultural and historical consciousness. Ibong Adarna, a folk epic, 

tells the story of a magical bird and a prince's journey for healing and self-discovery, emphasizing moral values 

like loyalty and perseverance (Garcia, 2020). Florante at Laura, written by Francisco Balagtas, is a narrative 
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poem exploring love, war, and injustice in a fictional medieval setting, often seen as an allegory for Spanish 

colonial rule (Santos & Torres, 2021). José Rizal’s Noli Me Tangere and El Filibusterismo are sociopolitical 

novels that critique the abuses of Spanish colonialism and the Catholic Church, igniting Filipino nationalism 

(Del Rosario & Cruz, 2019). A common thread among these works is their exploration of themes like 

oppression, justice, and the struggle for freedom, reflecting the Filipino people’s historical experiences and 

aspirations for self-determination. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The following are the inspiring and notable traits of women as reflected in the four major literary masterpieces 

discussed in the Junior High School in the Philippines. 

Resilient and Strong 

In Ibong Adarna, Doña Maria demonstrates significant strength. Her unwavering support for Don Juan and her 

ability to endure personal suffering illustrate her inner strength. Her role in aiding Don Juan despite numerous 

challenges showcases the theme of resilience that resonates throughout the epic. Despite facing her own set of 

difficulties, Doña Maria remains strong and dedicated to her mission of helping Don Juan. Her persistence and 

emotional strength in the face of adversity serve as a significant contrast to the often rash and emotional 

decisions made by the male characters. Doña Maria's unwavering resolve becomes even more admirable when 

she sacrifices her own happiness for the sake of her love and loyalty to Don Juan. 

In Florante at Laura, Laura embodies resilience through her emotional strength and steadfastness in love. 

Despite being pursued by Adolfo and enduring familial and social pressures, Laura remains devoted to 

Florante. Her resilience is a testament to her inner strength and moral conviction. Laura's ability to hold onto 

hope, even when faced with the possibility of Florante's death, illustrates a resilience that is both admirable and 

inspiring. In addition to Laura’s strength. Similarly, Flerida’s courage in facing the Sultan Ali-Adab highlights 

her unwavering determination to stay true to her values and love. Flerida, who saves Aladin from certain death, 

flees from the oppressive grasp of Sultan Ali-Adab. Her courage to escape and pursue her own freedom 

reflects the resilient spirit of women in the story, who refuse to succumb to societal expectations or constraints. 

In Noli Me Tangere, Maria Clara demonstrates remarkable inner strength despite the numerous personal and 

societal challenges she faces. Her resilience is particularly evident in her enduring love for Crisostomo Ibarra 

and her ability to withstand the manipulative pressures of her father, Padre Damaso, and the oppressive social 

system. Maria Clara’s emotional strength is highlighted by her willingness to sacrifice her happiness for the 

greater good. Her decision to enter a convent rather than marry a man she does not love underscores her 

personal sacrifice and moral fortitude, illustrating the complex interplay of individual desires and social 

expectations. Her character embodies the struggle between personal freedom and societal constraints, making 

her a symbol of resilience and inner strength. 

In El Filibusterismo, Maria Clara, who reappears in this sequel, embodies emotional and spiritual strength. 

Although she is portrayed as having succumbed to the oppressive forces of colonial rule in the first novel, her 

reappearance reflects her enduring spirit and the deep psychological scars she carries. Her resilience is 

highlighted by her transformation and the sacrifices she makes in the context of her disillusionment with the 

oppressive system. Another notable example of resilience is the character of Juli, the daughter of Kabesang 

Tales. Juli's struggles with poverty and her sacrifices to help her father and her loved ones highlight her inner 

strength. Her tragic fate underscores the harsh realities faced by women under colonial rule, yet her courage 

and enduring spirit resonate as symbols of resistance and perseverance. 

Like the characters mentioned above, Filipino women today manifest strength and resilience through their 

unwavering commitment to overcoming challenges in various aspects of life. In a society marked by historical 

struggles, economic disparities, and cultural expectations, they continue to thrive and break barriers. Many 

Filipino women are leaders in their fields, excelling in business, politics, education, and social activism, while 

also maintaining their roles within their families. They demonstrate resilience in the face of adversity, whether 

by balancing multiple responsibilities, advocating for gender equality, or rising above personal and societal 
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hardships. Their strength is further amplified by their collective efforts to support one another, fostering 

communities that empower women and push for progressive changes in the country. 

Have Moral Integrity and Courage 

In Ibong Adarna, while the roles of female characters are less central than those of the male protagonists, they 

still display notable moral integrity and courage. Doña Maria, Don Juan's mother, exemplifies these qualities 

when her son faces betrayal and hardship. Her unwavering love, concern, and support for Don Juan, despite the 

conflicts between her sons, reflect her strong sense of familial duty and compassion, establishing her as a 

moral pillar in the family. Similarly, Donya Juana and Donya Leonora, the princesses Don Juan rescues, also 

demonstrate courage and integrity. Donya Leonora, in particular, plays a crucial role by helping Don Juan 

recover after his brothers’ betrayal. Her loyalty and assistance in his quest highlight her moral strength and 

commitment to her values, even amidst adversity. While the story primarily revolves around Don Juan's 

journey, these female characters significantly contribute to the story's moral depth through their courage, 

loyalty, and integrity. 

In Florante at Laura, both Laura and Flerida demonstrate a strong sense of morality, making tough choices 

that align with their principles. Laura's rejection of Adolfo’s advances, despite his influence and power, reflects 

her bravery in standing firm for what she knows is right. Even when faced with the threat of violence, she 

refuses to compromise her integrity, showcasing her deep moral strength. Similarly, Flerida’s escape from 

Sultan Ali-Adab exemplifies her moral courage. Rather than embracing a life of luxury and power, she chooses 

to do what it is just by fleeing from an oppressive ruler. Her decision to take control of her destiny and rescue 

Aladdin further highlights the courage and moral fortitude exhibited by the women in the story. 

In Noli Me Tangere, Maria Clara represents moral courage and strength. Her decision to enter a convent rather 

than marry a man she does not love reflects her inner resilience and willingness to sacrifice for her principles. 

Meanwhile, Sisa displays profound moral courage, with her tragic story revealing the harsh realities of colonial 

oppression. Despite her suffering, she remains deeply committed to her family and her integrity. As the mother 

of two sons caught in the colonial justice system, Sisa’s legacy lives on through her son Basilio. Though not a 

central character, her sacrifice and strength highlight the enduring impact of colonial injustice. Sisa’s love for 

her children and pursuit of justice, even in the face of overwhelming adversity, exemplify her steadfast 

courage. Her tragic fate, driven by cruel authorities and societal neglect, underscores her resilience against 

injustice. In contrast, Doña Victorina portrays a different aspect of moral integrity. Often mocked for her 

fixation on European values and rejection of her own heritage, her actions illustrate the complexities of identity 

and self-worth. Although flawed, her attempts to elevate her social status demonstrate a form of courage in 

navigating a society that devalues her. 

In El Filibusterismo, though Maria Clara's role is limited, she continues to represent moral integrity. Her 

ultimate sacrifice criticizes the colonial system and underscores her enduring strength despite her tragic fate. 

Juli, the daughter of Tales, similarly shows moral courage through her sacrifices, and her tragic end highlights 

the difficult realities women endured under colonial rule. Meanwhile, Doña Victorina, often seen as a symbol 

of colonial mimicry and vanity, reveals a more complex character in this sequel. She displays a certain level of 

self-awareness and internal moral conflict, as her efforts to navigate oppressive colonial society reflect the 

struggles faced by individuals torn between personal ambition and societal pressures. 

Filipino women today manifest moral integrity and courage through their active roles in various spheres of 

society, despite facing ongoing challenges. In both their personal and professional lives, they remain steadfast 

in upholding their values, often making difficult choices to advocate for what is right. Many stands at the 

forefront of movements promoting social justice, gender equality, and human rights, unafraid to challenge 

oppressive systems. Whether as leaders in politics, business, education, or grassroots activism, Filipino women 

demonstrate moral bravery by speaking out against corruption and injustice. Even within the family, they 

embody strength, balancing tradition with modern values, ensuring that their decisions reflect both compassion 

and integrity. Their courage is seen not just in their resistance to external adversities but in their determination 

to uplift their communities and inspire the next generation to continue the fight for a more just and equitable 

society. 
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Advocate for Social Change 

In Ibong Adarna, female characters, especially the princesses, demonstrate their advocacy for social change in 

several significant ways. The princesses are vital to the story, influencing the actions of the male protagonists. 

Their relationships and interactions often embody themes of loyalty, compassion, and justice, representing a 

push for change in societal norms regarding women's roles and rights. Also, Leonor's love for Don Juan, 

despite the obstacles presented by his brothers, underscores her strength and independence. She actively 

supports him, illustrating that women can be formidable allies in the battle against injustice. This love goes 

beyond traditional gender expectations, promoting a more equal perspective on relationships. In addition, the 

magical elements in the story, especially the princesses’ ability to assist Don Juan on his journey, signify their 

power and influence. This can be seen as a metaphor for women’s capability to bring about change and assert 

their authority within a patriarchal framework. Further, the princesses display empathy and forgiveness in 

various situations, such as when they advocate for Don Juan or express a desire for peace. These actions reflect 

a vision for a more compassionate society, challenging the dominant societal norms of their time. Ultimately, 

the princesses represent hope and the potential for reform. Their experiences and decisions highlight the 

significance of women's voices in advocating for social change and show how women can positively impact 

societal dynamics. These aspects collectively portray the female characters in Ibong Adarna as more than just 

secondary figures; they emerge as champions for a fairer and more equitable society, challenging traditional 

gender roles and underscoring the importance of compassion and understanding. 

In Florante at Laura, female characters like Laura and Flerida manifest advocacy for social change through 

their actions that challenge societal expectations of women during their time. Laura demonstrates strength and 

moral integrity by resisting Adolfo's advances, even when he wields considerable power. Her unwavering 

loyalty to Florante and her refusal to be coerced into submission reflect her courage in standing up for justice 

and personal agency, thereby challenging the societal norms that often-marginalized women's voices and 

choices. Flerida, on the other hand, actively defies traditional gender roles by taking control of her fate. She 

escapes the clutches of Sultan Ali-Adab and saves Aladdin, rejecting a life of luxury under oppression. Her 

bravery in choosing freedom and justice over submission represents a form of social resistance, highlighting 

the capacity of women to influence outcomes and promote change. Both Laura and Flerida's actions suggest a 

critique of patriarchal structures, showing that women possess the moral strength and resolve to oppose 

oppression and advocate for fairness and equality in their societies. Through their stories, they serve as early 

representations of women advocating for social change by asserting their rights and challenging injustices. 

In Noli Me Tangere, several female characters advocate for social change by highlighting social injustices and 

the struggles of Filipinos under Spanish colonial rule. Maria Clara embodies the challenges faced by women in 

a patriarchal society; her relationship with Crisostomo Ibarra reveals the oppressive dynamics in their world. 

While she initially appears submissive, her emotional strength is revealed as she confronts societal and familial 

limitations. Her decision to leave her former life for the convent symbolizes her rejection of traditional gender 

roles, promoting female agency and self-determination. Sisa, the mother of Basilio and Crispin, represents the 

suffering of women under colonial oppression. Her tragic descent into madness after losing her sons and 

enduring abuse by the authorities illustrates the severe impact of social injustice. Sisa’s story highlights the 

systemic mistreatment of women and the marginalized, calling for empathy and reform in societal attitudes. 

Doña Victorina, often viewed as superficial, reflects the complexities of social aspirations and identity. Her 

desire to assimilate into Spanish society demonstrates the internalized oppression many Filipinos face. Rizal 

uses her character to critique societal values that favor European standards over Filipino identity, advocating 

for a reassessment of national identity and cultural pride. The novel also portrays women engaging in reform 

discussions, indicating a growing political awareness among them. Characters like Maria Clara exemplify the 

increasing recognition of women's rights and their potential contributions to the national struggle for 

independence. Lastly, through Maria Clara and the women surrounding Ibarra, Rizal emphasizes the 

importance of education as a means of empowerment and advocacy for social change, suggesting a future 

where educated women actively participate in societal reform. Collectively, these elements illustrate how 

female characters in Noli Me Tangere challenge prevailing norms, raise awareness of women’s struggles, and 

contribute to a broader critique of social injustices and the need for reform. 

In El Filibusterismo, female characters play crucial roles in advocating for social change by addressing social  
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injustices and the struggles of Filipinos under colonial rule. Juli, daughter of the late Don Rafael Ibarra, 

exemplifies resilience and strength amid adversity, particularly after her father’s wrongful imprisonment. Her 

decision to resist the oppressive bandit, Kabesang Tales, showcases her agency and commitment to social 

reform. Although often seen as comical, Doña Victorina critiques the social aspirations shaped by colonialism, 

highlighting the internalized oppression many Filipinos face and the importance of cultural pride. Sisa’s 

ongoing story emphasizes the persistent suffering of women under colonial oppression, reflecting the deep 

impact of social injustice on families and the need for empathy and reform. Additionally, women associated 

with Basilio advocate for education as a key to empowerment and social progress. Benita represents the spirit 

of resistance, stressing unity among Filipinos against colonial powers and affirming women’s significant 

contributions to the fight for justice. Throughout the novel, female characters engage in discussions about the 

Philippines' future, signifying a growing awareness of women’s rights and their influence in the national 

struggle against oppression. Collectively, these elements illustrate how female characters in El Filibusterismo 

challenge societal norms and highlight injustices faced by women and society at large, contributing to a 

broader critique of social inequalities and the need for reform in the Philippines. 

In today's generation, Filipino women are increasingly becoming key advocates for social change, using their 

voices and platforms to tackle critical issues like gender equality, environmental sustainability, and human 

rights. Through diverse forms of activism, from grassroots organizing to online campaigns, they challenge 

patriarchal norms and seek equitable treatment in both public and private life. These women lead movements 

addressing domestic violence, reproductive rights, and labor rights, highlighting the systemic injustices faced 

by marginalized groups. Many also leverage social media to raise awareness and garner support for their 

causes, fostering a strong network of solidarity that crosses geographical boundaries. By engaging in political 

discourse and community initiatives, these advocates not only fight for their rights but also inspire future 

generations to pursue social justice and transformative change in Philippine society. 

Wise and Intelligent 

In Ibong Adarna, female characters exhibit wisdom and intelligence at several crucial moments. The princesses 

provide valuable counsel and support to Don Juan during his quest, demonstrating their understanding of the 

challenges he faces and the complexities of their world. Leonor exemplifies emotional intelligence and loyalty 

in her relationship with Don Juan, steadfastly supporting him despite family and societal pressures. Her ability 

to navigate her emotions and the surrounding social dynamics showcases her depth of character. When the 

princesses learn of Don Juan's trials, they develop plans to assist him, highlighting their strategic thinking and 

resourcefulness. They critically analyze the situation and offer practical solutions, illustrating their intelligence 

and the value of cooperation. Throughout the story, the princesses express a desire for justice and fairness, 

indicating their awareness of the moral implications of their circumstances and emphasizing the need for 

compassion and empathy. Their courage in confronting King Bertung about the injustices faced by Don Juan 

further demonstrates their strength and wisdom, as they recognize the importance of standing up for what is 

right. Overall, these instances reveal that the female characters in Ibong Adarna are not passive figures; they 

are wise and intelligent individuals who significantly contribute to the narrative and the quest for justice, 

highlighting the importance of female agency and wisdom in overcoming challenges. 

In Florante at Laura, female characters exhibit wisdom and intelligence in several key moments. Laura, the 

main female character, showcases her wisdom through her unwavering loyalty to Florante, remaining 

emotionally strong and resilient even while captive by Count Adolfo. Her keen understanding of the political 

tensions around her highlights her intelligence as she navigates her complex situation. Laura's emotional 

intelligence becomes evident when she mediates conflicts between Florante and his foes, as she skillfully 

perceives the deeper motivations of those involved, promoting reconciliation. In her discussions with Florante, 

she provides encouragement and rational advice, helping him grasp the broader context of their struggles and 

emphasize the importance of hope and justice. Throughout the poem, her resilience amid adversity reinforces 

her wisdom, as she remains a source of strength for Florante despite her own suffering. Laura embodies virtues 

such as loyalty, patience, and love, which are presented as wise choices in the narrative. Her steadfastness 

stands in stark contrast to characters like Adolfo, underscoring her moral and emotional intelligence. 

Ultimately, female characters in Florante at Laura, particularly Laura, are portrayed as wise and influential 

figures who embody virtues that help counteract the surrounding chaos. Their insights and resilience play a 
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crucial role in navigating the challenges faced by the male protagonists, emphasizing the significance of 

female wisdom and agency in the story. 

In Noli Me Tangere, female characters demonstrate wisdom and intelligence at various critical moments. Maria 

Clara, often viewed as a symbol of beauty and virtue, reveals her insight into societal expectations through her 

reflections on her relationship with Crisostomo Ibarra. This highlights her emotional depth and her 

understanding of the complexities of love and loyalty within an oppressive social framework. Similarly, Sisa, 

the mother of Basilio and Crispin, showcases wisdom through her profound love for her children and her grasp 

of their harsh realities. Her steadfast commitment to her sons illustrates the significance of family and the 

sacrifices made amidst injustice, while her tragic fate underscores the systemic neglect faced by women and 

the poor. Additionally, although often seen as superficial, Doña Victorina reveals her intelligence in her efforts 

to integrate into Spanish society, which reflects the internalized oppression experienced by many Filipinos. 

Rizal uses her character to critique societal values that elevate European ideals above Filipino identity. The 

female characters also engage in discussions about reform and social issues, signifying a growing political 

awareness and their potential role in the national struggle for independence. In the novel's climax, Maria Clara 

makes a significant choice to enter the convent instead of living a life dictated by men, demonstrating her 

wisdom and strength in seeking autonomy from societal constraints. Overall, these moments portray the female 

characters in Noli Me Tangere as wise and intelligent individuals who confront their challenges with insight 

and resilience, contributing to the broader critique of social injustices and the need for reform in Philippine 

society. 

In El Filibusterismo, female characters showcase wisdom and intelligence in various important ways. Juli 

exemplifies this through her ability to navigate challenging situations while maintaining her dignity, 

demonstrating her agency in a patriarchal society. Benita, who is active in the revolutionary movement, 

displays intelligence by advocating for unity among Filipinos against colonial oppression; her participation in 

discussions about the revolution reflects her strategic thinking and awareness of social issues. Doña Victorina, 

though often seen as superficial, critiques societal values that favor European ideals over Filipino identity, 

revealing her understanding of the complexities of colonial dynamics and the internalized oppression many 

Filipinos face. Sisa’s continuing narrative from Noli Me Tangere underscores her wisdom through her deep 

love for her children and her awareness of the societal injustices they endure, emphasizing the need for change. 

Additionally, women throughout the novel engage in discussions about social reform, reflecting a growing 

political consciousness and awareness of women’s rights, thereby highlighting their intelligence and 

commitment to social change. Overall, these instances portray the female characters in El Filibusterismo as 

wise and insightful individuals who significantly contribute to the narrative and the push for reform in 

Philippine society. 

In the present day, Filipino women are increasingly demonstrating wisdom and intelligence across various 

spheres of society, particularly in activism, leadership, and education. They are at the forefront of movements 

advocating for gender equality, environmental sustainability, and human rights, skillfully navigating complex 

social issues and mobilizing communities for change. Women like environmental advocates and social 

entrepreneurs exemplify strategic thinking as they address pressing challenges while fostering sustainable 

development. In politics, female leaders are making significant strides, using their positions to influence 

policies that promote social justice and equity. Moreover, Filipino women are harnessing digital platforms to 

share knowledge and raise awareness on crucial topics, thereby amplifying their voices and reaching wider 

audiences. Their participation in education further highlights their intelligence, as they strive for academic 

excellence and empower future generations with critical thinking skills. Through these actions, Filipino women 

are not only showcasing their wisdom and intelligence but are also reshaping societal norms and inspiring 

others to engage actively in the pursuit of progress and reform. 

Loyal and Loving 

In Ibong Adarna, female characters exemplify love and loyalty through several key moments. The princesses 

demonstrate their loyalty by supporting Don Juan. Their dedication to helping him, despite numerous 

challenges, highlights the strong familial bonds they share. Leonor’s steadfast love for Don Juan is a central 

theme, as she remains committed to him in the face of family and societal pressures. Her loyalty shines 
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through as she provides encouragement and assistance during his trials. Additionally, the youngest sister 

showcases her love and loyalty by aiding Don Juan on his journey, reflecting the deep connections among the 

sisters. The emotional ties between the princesses and Don Juan throughout the story further emphasize their 

loyalty and love, illustrating how familial bonds can offer strength in difficult times. Overall, these moments 

highlight that the female characters in Ibong Adarna embody love and loyalty, reinforcing themes of familial 

connections and emotional support throughout the narrative. Their unwavering dedication to Don Juan 

underscores the importance of these virtues in overcoming challenges and fostering harmony within the family. 

In Florante at Laura, female characters, particularly Laura, demonstrate loyalty and love primarily through her 

relationship with Florante. Laura exemplifies steadfast loyalty even amid adversity; despite being captive to 

Count Adolfo, she remains devoted to Florante, showcasing her emotional resilience and commitment. Her 

determination to wait for Florante and her rejection of Adolfo’s advances underscore her fidelity and deep 

affection. Furthermore, Laura supports Florante during his trials, providing hope and encouragement as he 

endures hardships. Her dedication to Florante illustrates the strong bond of love that propels the narrative. 

Additionally, the friendship between Florante and his companions reflects similar themes of loyalty and love, 

highlighting the importance of these values in overcoming challenges. Overall, Laura’s unwavering fidelity 

and her interactions with Florante exemplify how female characters in Florante at Laura embody love and 

loyalty. 

In Noli Me Tangere, female characters express loyalty and love through their relationships and actions, 

particularly seen in Maria Clara and Sisa. Maria Clara's unwavering devotion to Crisostomo Ibarra is central to 

the narrative. Despite societal pressures, including her father's disapproval and external manipulations, she 

remains committed to Ibarra. Her choice to enter the convent at the novel's end poignantly reflects her love, as 

she opts for a life of devotion over compromising her values or entering a relationship that would betray her 

feelings. This decision highlights her inner strength and loyalty, even if it leads her away from Ibarra. 

Meanwhile, Sisa represents maternal love and loyalty to her sons, Basilio and Crispin. Her deep affection 

drives her actions, illustrating the lengths a mother will go to protect her children. Her tragic fate underscores 

the impact of colonial oppression and societal neglect on family bonds. Sisa's steadfast love is evident even in 

her suffering, reflecting the profound connection between a mother and her children. Together, these examples 

demonstrate how female characters in Noli Me Tangere embody loyalty and love, showcasing their emotional 

depth and resilience amid the challenges of colonial society, while also critiquing the social injustices they 

face. 

In El Filibusterismo, female characters demonstrate loyalty and love through key moments, particularly in 

Juli's relationship with her family. Juli's steadfast loyalty to her father, Kabesang Tales, is highlighted by her 

willingness to sacrifice her own happiness to protect and support him, enduring numerous challenges, 

including the advances of an oppressive bandit. Her actions reflect a strong bond of familial loyalty. Similarly, 

Sisa continues to embody maternal love from Noli Me Tangere, showcasing her enduring affection for her 

sons, Basilio and Crispin, despite the trauma she endures. Her anguish over their suffering and her unwavering 

support underscore her loyalty as a mother. Additionally, female characters involved in the revolutionary 

movement, such as Benita, exhibit loyalty to their cause and fellow Filipinos. Their dedication to fighting for 

freedom and justice emphasizes the importance of unity and support in the face of oppression. Overall, the 

loyalty and love exhibited by these female characters not only enrich their personal stories but also 

significantly contribute to the themes of family, sacrifice, and social justice in the novel. 

In the present, Filipino women continue to exemplify loyalty and love through their unwavering support for 

their families, communities, and causes. Many women take on the role of primary caregivers, balancing work 

and home life while nurturing their families and providing emotional support. This deep sense of loyalty is 

evident in their commitment to their children's education and well-being, often going above and beyond to 

ensure they have opportunities for success. Additionally, Filipino women actively participate in community 

initiatives and social movements, demonstrating their love for their country and fellow citizens by advocating 

for social justice, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. Their engagement in grassroots organizing 

and digital activism showcases a collective loyalty to creating a better future for the next generation. 

Furthermore, the resilience and solidarity displayed by women during times of crisis—whether through family 

gatherings or community support networks—highlight their capacity to foster love and unity. Overall, Filipino 
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women today continue to embody loyalty and love, shaping their families and communities while promoting 

values that inspire collective strength and resilience. 

Concluding Remarks 

For Filipino women, resilience and strength are vital for navigating societal expectations and economic 

challenges. Their moral integrity and courage empower them to uphold their beliefs and advocate for social 

change, inspiring others to join in. Wisdom and intelligence help them make informed decisions and contribute 

significantly to their communities, while loyalty and love foster strong familial and communal connections. 

Together, these qualities enhance their personal development and uplift society, enabling them to be agents of 

change who inspire future generations to seek justice and equality. 

Reading literary masterpieces provides Filipino women with the resilience and strength to face life’s obstacles, 

as these stories often mirror the struggles and successes of characters overcoming adversity. Engaging with 

diverse narratives cultivates moral integrity and courage, inspiring them to emulate protagonists who fight for 

justice. Literature broadens their perspectives and deepens their understanding of complex social issues, 

empowering them to advocate for social change. Additionally, themes of loyalty and love in these works 

resonate with their experiences, reinforcing the importance of family and community ties. Thus, literature 

becomes a powerful influence that shapes their identities and inspires them to embody these values daily. 

Resilience and strength enable Filipino women to confront gender discrimination and stereotypes, allowing 

them to rise above societal pressures. Their moral integrity and courage motivate them to challenge injustices 

and reject the limitations imposed by traditional gender roles. By advocating for social change, they become 

voices for equality, working to dismantle systemic barriers and promote inclusivity. Their wisdom and 

intelligence equip them to engage in informed discussions about discrimination, while their loyalty and love 

foster solidarity, creating supportive networks that amplify their strength. Collectively, these qualities empower 

Filipino women to combat gender discrimination and transform their communities for future generations, 

promoting a more equitable society. 

Meanwhile, teaching Philippine literary masterpieces is crucial for supporting the women empowerment 

movement among Filipino students, as it exposes them to stories that highlight the resilience and triumphs of 

women in their culture. These works often feature strong female characters who challenge societal norms and 

advocate for their rights, helping students recognize the importance of gender equality. Discussions around 

themes like identity and justice deepen their understanding of historical and contemporary issues faced by 

women in the Philippines. This literary engagement fosters empathy and critical thinking, motivating students 

to actively participate in the women empowerment movement. By recognizing the power of their voices and 

the importance of solidarity, they are better prepared to advocate for equality and positively impact their 

communities, continuing the legacy of women’s empowerment in the Philippines. 

In conclusion, the ideal Filipino woman exemplifies resilience and strength, navigating life’s challenges with 

determination. She maintains her moral integrity and courage, advocating for social change and championing 

marginalized voices, inspiring others to act. Her wisdom and intelligence are evident in her thoughtful 

decisions and critical engagement with the world. Deeply loyal to her family and community, she nurtures 

loving bonds that empower those around her. A beacon of hope and strength, she blends compassion with 

activism, serving as a role model for future generations striving for a more just society. In every aspect of her 

life, she illustrates the profound impact of resilience, integrity, and love, establishing herself as a pillar of 

strength within the Filipino community. 
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