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ABSTRACT 

Analysing the Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of area, production, and yield over the course of the 

last few decades, this study explores the impact that climate change has had on the trends of maize production 

in India. There are substantial links between rising temperatures, altered precipitation patterns, and maize 

production, according to the research, which makes use of data from the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' 

Welfare on the subject. According to the findings, some places have been able to reduce their yields as a result 

of increasing sensitivity to drought and flooding, while other regions have faced a decline in output as a result 

of improved agricultural techniques related to climate change adaptation. In order to reduce the negative 

effects of climate change on maize production in India and provide food security for the country's rising 

population, this research highlights the necessity of focused governmental interventions and adaptive methods. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Climate change poses a significant threat to agricultural systems worldwide, with developing countries like 

India being particularly vulnerable due to their reliance on climate-sensitive crops. Maize (Zea mays) is a 

crucial staple in the Indian agricultural landscape, contributing to food security and the livelihoods of millions 

of farmers. As one of the major cereal crops in India, maize production has been influenced by various factors, 

including climate variability, land use changes, and technological advancements (Kumar & Choudhary, 2020). 

Recent studies have indicated that rising temperatures and erratic rainfall patterns are adversely affecting crop 

yields and production stability (Ghosh & Singh, 2021). In India, maize is cultivated across diverse agro-

climatic zones, making it essential to understand how local climate impacts production trends. This study 

employs Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) analysis to quantify changes in the area, production, and 

yield of maize in relation to climate change. By identifying trends over recent decades, this research aims to 

elucidate the relationship between climatic factors and maize production dynamics, thereby providing insights 

for developing adaptive agricultural strategies. 

Understanding the implications of climate change on maize production is critical for formulating effective 

policies and interventions. As India strives to enhance food security amid a growing population, recognizing 

the challenges posed by climate change will be vital for sustaining agricultural productivity (Rathore & 

Bhattacharya, 2019). This study not only aims to fill the existing knowledge gaps but also seeks to inform 

policymakers and stakeholders about necessary adaptations to mitigate the impacts of climate change on maize 

production. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Climate change has emerged as a critical factor influencing agricultural productivity globally, with significant 

implications for food security. In India, maize plays a vital role in the agricultural sector, both as a staple food 

and a cash crop. Understanding the interaction between climate change and maize production is crucial for 

developing effective strategies to mitigate adverse impacts and enhance resilience. 

Numerous studies have documented the effects of climate change on agriculture, highlighting changes in 

temperature and precipitation as primary drivers of crop yield variability. According to Lobell et al. (2011), 

rising temperatures can directly affect crop physiology, leading to decreased yields in heat-sensitive species 

such as maize. In India, the increasing frequency of extreme weather events such as droughts and floods has 

exacerbated the vulnerability of agricultural systems (Rathore & Bhattacharya, 2019). 

Maize production in India has experienced significant fluctuations over the years, influenced by both climatic 

and non-climatic factors. Kumar and Choudhary (2020) examined trends in maize production and identified a 

correlation between changing climatic conditions and production levels. Their research indicates that while 

some regions have adapted through improved practices and technology, others have faced declining yields due 

to climate variability. 

The use of Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) as a metric for analyzing agricultural trends has gained 

traction in recent research. CAGR provides a clear picture of growth rates over time, allowing for the 

evaluation of the impacts of various factors, including climate change. Singh and Singh (2022) utilized CAGR 

to assess the long-term trends in maize production in India, highlighting significant regional disparities 

influenced by climatic factors. Their findings suggest that understanding these trends is essential for 

developing targeted agricultural policies. 

The literature emphasizes the importance of adaptation strategies to mitigate the effects of climate change on 

maize production. Several studies advocate for the adoption of climate-resilient agricultural practices, such as 

improved irrigation techniques, drought-resistant varieties, and integrated pest management (Sharma et al., 

2020). These strategies are essential for enhancing the adaptive capacity of farmers in the face of changing 

climatic conditions. 

The existing literature underscores the critical role of climate change in shaping maize production trends in 

India. Through CAGR analysis, researchers can gain valuable insights into the relationships between climate 

variables and agricultural productivity. The findings call for immediate policy interventions and adaptive 

strategies to safeguard maize production, ensuring food security for the growing population in India. 

Statement of the Problem 

India, a leading maize producer, is increasingly challenged by the adverse effects of climate change. Rising 

temperatures, unpredictable rainfall, and frequent extreme weather events are significantly disrupting maize 

production, which is crucial for the country’s food security and economic stability (Ghosh & Singh, 2021). 

Despite existing studies on climate change's impact on Indian agriculture, there is a lack of focused analysis on 

how these shifts affect maize production trends, particularly through Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) 

metrics (Kumar & Choudhary, 2020). Regional disparities further complicate the issue, with some areas 

adapting while others struggle with declining yields (Rathore & Bhattacharya, 2019). 

Significance of the Study 

This study is significant as it addresses the increasing challenges posed by climate change on maize production 

in India, a vital crop for food security and economic stability. By analyzing the Compound Annual Growth 

Rate (CAGR) of maize area, production, and yield, the research provides a comprehensive understanding of 

how rising temperatures and erratic rainfall impact maize productivity. It fills a gap in existing literature, 

offering insights specific to maize production trends (Kumar & Choudhary, 2020). The study's findings will 

inform policymakers, helping to develop strategies for improving agricultural resilience and ensuring food  
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security amid climate variability (Ghosh & Singh, 2021). 

Objective of the Study 

To investigate how shifts in temperature, rainfall patterns, and extreme weather events have influenced maize 

production across different regions in India. 

To evaluate the CAGR of maize area, production, and yield to identify trends, fluctuations, and their potential 

linkage to climatic factors. 

To identify how different agro-climatic zones in India have been affected by climate change and their 

respective adaptive capacities. 

To propose agricultural strategies and policies to enhance the resilience of maize production systems against 

the adverse impacts of climate change. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Data on maize area, production, and yield across different regions of India will be gathered from government 

agencies such as the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO). This data will cover a period of at least 20 years to ensure an accurate analysis of trends. The 

Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) is a useful measure to determine the growth of a quantity over a 

period of time, assuming the growth rate is constant. It is calculated using the following formula: 

 

This will provide a measure of growth or decline over time and help identify correlations with climate 

variables. This research methodology, the study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of how 

climate change is impacting maize production trends in India and offer evidence-based recommendations to 

improve agricultural resilience. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The CAGR analysis reveals that while some regions have managed to sustain or increase maize production, the 

overall trend is marked by growing climatic challenges. The results highlight the necessity of region-specific 

adaptation strategies to mitigate the adverse impacts of climate change on maize production in India. Moving 

forward, the adoption of climate-resilient technologies and sustainable farming practices will be key to 

ensuring food security in the face of evolving climate threats. 

Assess the Effects of Climate Change  

Maize is a crucial crop in India, grown both for human consumption and as fodder. However, changing climate 

conditions, including shifts in temperature, rainfall patterns, and extreme weather events, have had significant 

impacts on maize production across different regions in the country.  

Temperature Shifts 

• Optimal Temperature Range: Maize requires a temperature range of 18°C to 32°C for optimal  
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growth. Any deviations from this range—particularly extreme heat—negatively affect the crop. Higher 

temperatures, especially during sensitive growth periods like pollination and grain filling, lead to 

reduced yields due to heat stress. 

• Impact of Rising Temperatures: In regions such as northern India (e.g., Punjab, Haryana), increasing 

temperatures have caused heat stress during the growing season, which shortens the growing period 

and reduces yields. Particularly in summer and early monsoon planting seasons, maize has become 

vulnerable to unseasonal heatwaves. 

• Regional Variation: While northern states are more affected by heat, southern states like Karnataka 

and Andhra Pradesh have seen relatively less impact from heat stress, but rising temperatures still 

threaten productivity. 

Rainfall Patterns 

• Monsoon Dependency: Maize cultivation in India largely depends on the monsoon season, especially 

in regions like Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh. Variability in monsoon onset, 

distribution, and intensity has significantly impacted maize production. 

 

• Delayed or Erratic Rainfall: Changes in monsoon timing have delayed planting in rainfed maize 

regions, leading to shorter growing seasons and lower yields. For instance, erratic rains in the Deccan 

Plateau (Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka) have disrupted traditional farming patterns. 

 

• Excess Rainfall and Flooding: Excessive rainfall during critical growth stages can damage crops, as 

seen in eastern India (e.g., Bihar, Odisha), where monsoon floods frequently destroy maize fields. 

Waterlogging and soil erosion also contribute to reduced productivity. 

Droughts 

• Water Scarcity: Droughts are particularly detrimental to maize because the crop requires sufficient 

water during key stages like germination and tasseling. In drought-prone regions like Rajasthan and 

parts of Maharashtra, reduced water availability has significantly lowered maize yields. 

• Rainfed Agriculture: Since maize is predominantly grown under rainfed conditions, droughts lead to a 

major decline in production. Farmers in regions with inadequate irrigation infrastructure, such as 

Central India, face acute crop losses during drought years. 

Extreme Weather Events 

• Cyclones and Storms: In coastal states like Odisha and Andhra Pradesh, cyclones and heavy storms 

during the monsoon season frequently damage standing maize crops, reducing yields and causing post-

harvest losses. 

• Hailstorms: Hailstorms are an intermittent yet destructive phenomenon in northern states like Punjab 

and Himachal Pradesh. These storms, often occurring during the pre-monsoon season, can destroy 

entire fields within hours. 

Pests and Diseases 

• Pest Proliferation: Warmer temperatures and increased humidity create favourable conditions for pest 

infestations, such as the spread of the fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda), a pest that has 

devastated maize crops across many states since it was first detected in India in 2018. The pest thrives 

in warmer, wetter climates, which have become more prevalent due to changing climate patterns. 

• Disease Prevalence: Similarly, diseases like maize rust and leaf blight have increased due to the 

changing climate, further reducing yields in susceptible areas. 
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Regional Overview 

• Northern India (Punjab, Haryana): Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, and increased risk of 

hailstorms have caused significant fluctuations in maize productivity. 

• Eastern India (Bihar, West Bengal, Odisha): Flooding, delayed monsoons, and cyclonic activity are 

the primary threats to maize production. 

• Central India (Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra): Droughts and erratic rainfall patterns have 

significantly reduced rainfed maize yields. 

• Southern India (Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka): Cyclones and uneven rainfall distribution affect 

coastal regions, while interior regions suffer from drought and high temperatures. 

Adaptation Strategies 

• Drought-Resistant Varieties: Development of drought-tolerant maize hybrids, particularly in dry 

regions like Rajasthan and Maharashtra, helps to mitigate the impact of water scarcity. 

• Irrigation Expansion: Expanding irrigation systems in rainfed maize regions such as Madhya Pradesh 

and Karnataka can help stabilize production during erratic monsoon periods. 

• Climate-Resilient Cropping: Farmers in cyclone-prone coastal areas are beginning to adopt shorter-

duration maize varieties and alter planting schedules to avoid the peak storm seasons. 

• Integrated Pest Management: Addressing pest problems through integrated pest management (IPM) 

strategies, including biocontrol and monitoring, is crucial to protect crops from climate-driven pest 

outbreaks. 

Climate change poses a complex challenge to maize production in India, with regional variations in the 

intensity and type of impacts. Temperature extremes, erratic rainfall, and extreme weather events have directly 

affected yields, with droughts and heat stress posing significant threats in rainfed regions. Adaptation efforts, 

such as the adoption of drought-tolerant varieties, improved irrigation, and pest management, are key to 

ensuring the resilience of maize production in the face of these changing climate patterns. 

Production Trends 

Evaluating the CAGR of maize area, production, and yield reveals significant trends and fluctuations, 

highlighting climate change impacts such as altered rainfall patterns, temperature variations, and shifting 

growing seasons affecting productivity. 

Table 1 CAGR (in %) of All-India Area, Production and Yield of Total Maize over the Years 

YEAR AREA PRODUCTION YIELD AREA UNDER IRRIGATION (%) 

1950-1951 - - - - 

1951-1952 4.75 20.23 14.8 44.67 

1952-1953 9.06 37.98 26.6 -14.56 

1953-1954 7.20 5.92 -1.1 -18.03 

1954-1955 -3.10 -1.97 1.1 26.87 

1955-1956 -1.33 -12.75 -11.6 -19.40 

1956-1957 1.62 18.46 16.5 11.56 

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/
http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (IJRISS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS |Volume VIII Issue XII December 2024 

Page 2415 www.rsisinternational.org 

 
 

 

 

1957-1958 8.51 2.27 -5.7 2.06 

1958-1959 4.66 9.84 4.9 -21.81 

1959-1960 1.64 17.63 15.8 -5.06 

1960-1961 1.61 0.25 -1.4 27.06 

1961-1962 2.27 5.64 3.4 -25.10 

1962-1963 2.88 6.96 4.0 21.04 

1963-1964 -1.29 -1.08 0.1 -0.44 

1964-1965 0.87 2.19 1.5 6.05 

1965-1966 3.90 3.43 -0.5 33.33 

1966-1967 5.63 1.45 -4.1 -2.92 

1967-1968 10.06 28.22 16.5 -24.03 

1968-1969 2.51 -9.09 -11.2 64.26 

1969-1970 2.45 -0.53 -2.9 -6.66 

1970-1971 -0.17 32.10 32.1 -13.00 

1971-1972 -3.08 -31.91 -29.6 -9.71 

1972-1973 3.00 25.29 21.6 31.08 

1973-1974 3.08 -9.23 -11.8 -21.90 

1974-1975 -2.66 -4.14 -1.8 43.11 

1975-1976 2.90 30.58 26.9 -23.02 

1976-1977 -0.50 -12.40 -12.7 9.35 

1977-1978 -5.33 -6.13 0.1 -7.59 

1978-1979 1.41 3.85 2.4 0.12 

1979-1980 -0.69 -9.68 -9.0 46.76 

1980-1981 5.07 24.29 18.4 -16.01 

1981-1982 -1.16 -0.86 0.3 -1.79 

1982-1983 -3.70 -5.07 -1.5 9.50 

1983-1984 2.45 20.92 18.1 -21.79 

1984-1985 -1.02 6.57 7.7 3.42 

1985-1986 0.00 -21.33 -21.3 6.85 

1986-1987 2.07 14.31 11.9 13.19 

1987-1988 -6.08 -24.64 -19.7 0.14 

1988-1989 6.12 43.88 35.6 -1.27 

1989-1990 0.34 17.25 17.0 -0.95 
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1990-1991 -3.34 -7.15 -7.0 -4.96 

1991-1992 -0.68 -10.04 -9.4 13.95 

1992-1993 1.71 23.95 21.8 -4.49 

1993-1994 0.67 -3.90 -4.4 4.57 

1994-1995 2.33 -7.50 -2.0 -8.24 

1995-1996 -2.61 7.32 1.6 9.91 

1996-1997 4.68 13.01 7.8 -6.54 

1997-1998 0.96 0.46 -0.5 -1.56 

1998-1999 -1.90 3.05 5.0 3.99 

1999-2000 3.55 3.23 -0.3 3.05 

2000-2001 2.96 4.60 1.7 -2.33 

2001-2002 -0.45 9.30 9.8 -5.74 

2002-2003 0.91 -15.27 -16.0 -2.29 

2003-2004 10.54 34.35 21.4 -3.94 

2004-2005 1.23 -5.41 -6.6 9.23 

2005-2006 2.15 3.81 1.6 7.64 

2006-2007 3.95 2.65 -1.3 -1.85 

2007-2008 2.92 25.56 22.1 9.26 

2008-2009 0.62 4.06 3.4 3.09 

2009-2010 1.10 -15.26 -16.2 -3.39 

2010-2011 3.51 29.96 25.6 0.83 

2011-2012 2.69 0.14 -2.5 5.69 

2012-2013 -1.25 2.30 3.6 0.54 

2013-2014 4.61 8.98 4.3 5.01 

2014-2015 1.32 -0.37 -1.6 0.55 

2015-2016 -4.13 -6.62 -2.6 -0.37 

2016-2017 9.31 14.75 4.9 -1.21 

2017-2018 -2.60 11.00 14.0 7.38 

2018-2019 -3.73 -3.58 0.2 -7.01 

2019-2020 5.98 3.79 -2.1 8.84 

2020-2021 3.34 10.01 6.4 - 

2021-2022* 1.52 6.22 4.7 - 

TOTAL 1.62 4.21 2.55 1.36 
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Source: E&S Division, DA &FW, *4th Advance Estimates 

Note: Area – Million Hectares, Production – Million Tonnes, Yield – Kg/ Hectares 

The data presented in Table 1 illustrates the Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of the area, production, 

and yield of total maize across India from 1950-51 to 2021-22. The overall trend for area, production, and 

yield over these decades reveals significant fluctuations, with some years experiencing sharp declines, while 

others show substantial growth. The ultimate trajectory reflects a modest positive growth across all three 

parameters, with the area under maize cultivation expanding at a CAGR of 1.62%, production increasing at 

4.21%, and yield growing at 2.55%.  

This suggests that while the area has not expanded dramatically, improvements in productivity have been 

notable. Additionally, the area under irrigation, which fluctuated significantly, shows its potential influence on 

maize production, particularly in years where irrigation rates increased. The data reflects a complex interplay 

of factors influencing maize cultivation in India, with certain years marked by severe reductions likely due to 

weather anomalies, pests, or policy shifts. 

  

Table 2 presents the Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of Area, Production, and Yield for major 

agricultural states from 2020-21 to 2021-22, alongside their percentage contributions to the national totals. At 

the All-India level, the data reveals a general decline: area under irrigation decreased by -1.49%, production by 

-5.86%, and yield by -4.48%, indicating a negative trend in agricultural performance during this period. 

Examining individual states, Karnataka showed a significant increase in area under irrigation, rising by 8.81%, 

contributing 9.96% to India's total irrigated area. However, the state's production increased only slightly by 

2.68%, while its yield decreased by -5.25%, suggesting that despite the expansion in irrigated area, there were 

inefficiencies in the productivity of the land. 

Table 2- CAGR (in %) of Area, Production and Yield during 2020-21 and 2021-22 in Major Producing States 

Coverage Under Irrigation  

FROM 2020 -21 TILL 2021-22 # 

State /UTs Area % to all India Production % to all India Yield 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Karnataka  8.81 9.96 2.68 9.08 -5.25 
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Madhya Pradesh  0.71 1.57 -15.10 -9.71 -15.14 

Maharashtra  -8.53 -7.36 -0.28 5.80 9.08 

Tamil Nadu  0.00 1.50 -80.07 -78.71 -79.87 

West Bengal -2.70 -0.82 -7.58 -2.41 -5.67 

Bihar -1.52 0.61 -17.46 -12.25 -15.70 

Telangana  -36.59 -36.25 -17.37 -12.60 30.98 

Andhra Pradesh -11.76 -10.85 -13.17 -7.55 -1.22 

Rajasthan  4.21 5.91 11.27 17.93 6.33 

Others 0.38 1.73 31.20 39.35 30.84 

All India -1.49 0.00 -5.86 0.00 -4.48 

Source: E&S Division, DA & FW, # Fourth Advance Estimates, *Provisional 

Note: Area – Million Hectares, Production – Million Tonnes, Yield – Kg/Hectare 

In Madhya Pradesh, there was a marginal increase in area (0.71%), but a sharp decline in both production (-

15.10%) and yield (-15.14%). This points to potential issues with agricultural productivity, possibly due to 

adverse weather conditions or other external factors affecting farm output. 

Maharashtra, on the other hand, saw a decline in irrigated area (-8.53%), but managed to nearly maintain its 

production (a slight drop of -0.28%). The state experienced a notable increase in yield (9.08%), indicating that 

the remaining area was utilized more efficiently, possibly through better agricultural practices or technology. 

Tamil Nadu experienced the most severe declines in all metrics. The state's production fell by -80.07% and 

yield by -79.87%, reflecting a major crisis in agricultural performance, likely due to severe climatic conditions 

or other systemic issues. West Bengal also showed negative trends, with area declining by -2.70%, production 

by -7.58%, and yield by -5.67%, indicating a general downturn in both land usage and productivity. 

 

In Bihar, the decline was more pronounced in production (-17.46%) and yield (-15.70%), despite a modest 

drop in area (-1.52%), signaling inefficiencies in agricultural practices and reduced output. 

Telangana experienced the largest drop in area under irrigation (-36.59%) and production (-17.37%), but 

surprisingly, its yield increased dramatically by 30.98%, suggesting improved efficiency in the remaining 

cultivated land. 
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Andhra Pradesh showed declines across all three indicators: area decreased by -11.76%, production by -

13.17%, and yield by -1.22%, though the yield drop was relatively smaller compared to other states. 

Rajasthan exhibited strong growth in all three metrics, with area increasing by 4.21%, production by 11.27%, 

and yield by 6.33%, contributing 17.93% to national production. This reflects positive agricultural trends and 

growth in the state. 

Finally, Other States collectively demonstrated significant improvement, with production rising by 31.20% and 

yield by 30.84%, indicating that smaller or less prominent states saw marked progress in agriculture. 

Overall, the analysis reveals mixed agricultural performance across states from 2020-21 to 2021-22. While 

states like Rajasthan and the Other States performed well, contributing to national agricultural growth, many 

others, particularly Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, and West Bengal, faced declines. Telangana stood out 

with its efficiency gains in yield, despite reductions in area and production. These trends highlight the need for 

targeted interventions to improve agricultural productivity and address the challenges faced by struggling 

states. 

Impact of Climate Change on Agro-Climatic Zones in India and Their Adaptive Capacities 

India is home to a diverse range of agro-climatic zones, each with distinct agricultural systems and 

vulnerability to climate change. These zones, categorized by variations in temperature, rainfall, and soil types, 

experience differing impacts from climate change, and their adaptive capacities also vary.  

Arid and Semi-Arid Zones (e.g., Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana) 

Impact of Climate Change: 

• Increased temperatures and reduced rainfall are exacerbating water scarcity, leading to greater soil 

degradation and desertification. 

• Higher frequency of droughts and heatwaves are impacting crop yields, especially in rainfed regions 

where irrigation infrastructure is limited. 

• Water stress is becoming more severe due to the depletion of groundwater and erratic monsoon 

patterns. 

Adaptive Capacities: 

• Water-saving technologies: Adoption of drip irrigation, rainwater harvesting, and micro-irrigation 

systems can help conserve water resources. 

• Drought-resistant crops: Shifting to drought-resistant crop varieties like millets and sorghum helps 

ensure food security. 

• Improved water management: Farmers are increasingly using efficient irrigation techniques such as 

sprinkler irrigation to mitigate water scarcity. 

• Agroforestry: Encouraging the practice of agroforestry can help reduce soil erosion and improve 

moisture retention in the soil. 

Tropical Wet Zones (e.g., Kerala, Coastal Karnataka, Andaman & Nicobar Islands) 

Impact of Climate Change: 

• Rising sea levels and increased cyclonic activity are leading to coastal erosion, saltwater intrusion, 

and flooding of agricultural land. 
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• Heavy rainfall and flooding during the monsoon season disrupt the cultivation of crops like rice, 

coconut, and spices, leading to losses in productivity. 

• Shifting pest dynamics: Warmer temperatures are expanding the range of pests and diseases, affecting 

crops. 

Adaptive Capacities: 

• Coastal zone management: Adoption of mangrove restoration, embankments, and flood-resistant 

infrastructure helps protect coastal agricultural land. 

• Diversified cropping systems: Introducing salt-tolerant varieties and growing crops that can withstand 

higher humidity or rainfall extremes helps reduce vulnerability. 

• Agroecological practices: Incorporating organic farming, agroforestry, and integrated pest 

management can help mitigate pest outbreaks and improve resilience. 

Sub-Humid and Humid Zones (e.g., Eastern Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam) 

Impact of Climate Change: 

• Increased rainfall intensity and erratic monsoons lead to flooding and waterlogging, particularly in 

rice-growing areas, affecting crop productivity. 

• Increased humidity encourages the spread of fungal diseases, particularly in crops like rice and pulses. 

• Shifting growing seasons and unpredictable rainfall patterns affect traditional sowing and harvest 

schedules. 

Adaptive Capacities: 

• Improved water management: Enhanced drainage systems, flood protection, and better water storage 

techniques help mitigate waterlogging and flooding risks. 

• Crop diversification: Growing a mix of crops with varying water and temperature requirements 

reduces risks associated with crop failures. 

• Improved crop varieties: Developing flood-resistant and disease-resistant rice and other crops helps 

mitigate the negative impacts of erratic weather. 

Dryland Zones (e.g., Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh) 

Impact of Climate Change: 

• Reduced monsoon rainfall and delayed onset of rains are leading to prolonged dry spells, affecting 

rainfed agriculture, especially in the production of crops like pulses, soybean, and cotton. 

• Extreme heat during critical growth phases (flowering and fruiting) results in crop failure, especially 

for sensitive crops. 

• Decreasing groundwater levels due to excessive water extraction for irrigation and reduced natural 

recharge. 

Adaptive Capacities: 

• Soil moisture conservation techniques: Practices like mulching, water harvesting ponds, and farm 

ponds help retain soil moisture and ensure crop growth during dry periods. 
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• Conservation agriculture: Techniques such as minimum tillage, crop rotation, and the use of cover 

crops help improve soil health and reduce erosion. 

• Climate-resilient crop varieties: Development and promotion of drought-resistant crop varieties (such 

as drought-tolerant wheat and rice) help mitigate the impact of water scarcity. 

Temperate and High Altitude Zones (e.g., Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand) 

Impact of Climate Change: 

• Glacial melt is altering water availability, especially for irrigation, as many rivers are fed by glaciers. 

• Rising temperatures are shortening the growing seasons and affecting crops like apples, walnuts, and 

other temperate fruits. 

• Increased vulnerability to landslides and soil erosion due to heavy rainfall events during the 

monsoon season. 

Adaptive Capacities: 

• Water storage solutions: Building storage facilities such as small reservoirs and check dams helps 

manage water flow from glacial melt. 

• Agro-climatic adaptation: Farmers are shifting to more heat-tolerant crops and altering planting times 

to adjust to changing temperatures. 

• Terracing and soil conservation: Practices like terracing, afforestation, and the use of contour 

bunding reduce the risk of soil erosion and landslides. 

North-Eastern Region (e.g., Nagaland, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh) 

Impact of Climate Change: 

• Unpredictable rainfall patterns disrupt the sowing and harvesting periods of rice, maize, and other 

crops. 

• Increased incidence of pests and diseases, particularly in rice and vegetable cultivation. 

• Flooding and landslides caused by intense rainfall, affecting the stability of agricultural lands and 

infrastructure. 

Adaptive Capacities: 

• Diversified agricultural systems: Shifting to mixed cropping and agroforestry helps buffer against the 

risks of climate change. 

• Sustainable farming practices: Adoption of integrated pest management, organic farming, and 

sustainable water management practices help maintain soil health and enhance resilience. 

• Community-based adaptation: Local knowledge and traditional farming systems play a crucial role in 

adapting to changing climatic conditions. 

The impact of climate change on India’s agro-climatic zones is highly heterogeneous, with some regions 

experiencing significant challenges, while others are demonstrating greater adaptive capacities. In regions like 

the arid and semi-arid zones, innovative water management practices are essential to cope with increasing 

water stress. Meanwhile, in coastal and wet zones, adaptation strategies focus on managing flood risks and 

developing resilient crop varieties. Adaptation strategies, including the promotion of water-efficient 
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technologies, crop diversification, and the use of climate-resilient crop varieties, are essential across all zones. 

Moreover, government support, extension services, and investment in research and development are critical for 

enhancing the adaptive capacity of farmers and ensuring food security in the face of climate change. 

Agricultural Strategies and Policies to Enhance the Resilience of Maize Production Systems Against 

Climate Change 

Maize is one of the most important cereal crops in India, grown across diverse agro-climatic zones. However, 

it is highly vulnerable to the adverse impacts of climate change, including rising temperatures, altered rainfall 

patterns, droughts, and pest outbreaks. To ensure sustainable and resilient maize production in the face of these 

challenges, a combination of agricultural strategies and policies is necessary.  

Development and Promotion of Climate-Resilient Maize Varieties 

Strategies: 

• Breeding for drought and heat tolerance: Prioritize the development of maize varieties that are 

resistant to drought, heat stress, and early or late-season rainfall deficits. Focus on traits such as deep 

root systems, drought resistance, and heat tolerance during flowering and grain filling stages. 

• Pest and disease-resistant varieties: Develop maize varieties that are resistant to pests like the fall 

armyworm and diseases such as maize leaf blight. Early-warning systems for pest outbreaks can also 

help mitigate their impact. 

• Varieties with shorter growing seasons: Promote varieties with shorter maturity periods to reduce 

vulnerability to unpredictable rainfall and early-season droughts. 

Policies: 

• Public-private partnerships (PPP) for research and development (R&D): Establish PPP 

frameworks to encourage innovation in developing climate-resilient maize varieties. This includes both 

public-funded research institutions and private seed companies. 

• Subsidies and incentives: Provide subsidies on certified drought-tolerant and pest-resistant maize 

seeds to encourage their adoption among farmers. 

Water Management and Irrigation Efficiency 

Strategies: 

• Micro-irrigation systems: Promote the widespread adoption of drip and sprinkler irrigation systems to 

ensure efficient water use, particularly in regions facing water scarcity or unreliable rainfall. 

• Rainwater harvesting: Encourage rainwater harvesting techniques, such as farm ponds, check dams, 

and rooftop rainwater collection, to store water during the monsoon season for use during dry spells. 

• Water-efficient practices: Promote soil moisture conservation practices like mulching, reduced tillage, 

and the use of organic matter to enhance water retention in the soil. 

Policies: 

• Subsidies for irrigation equipment: Provide financial support for farmers to install micro-irrigation 

systems and rainwater harvesting infrastructure. 

• Water-use efficiency incentives: Offer incentives for farmers who adopt water-saving technologies 

and practices, such as crop-specific irrigation scheduling and efficient water management. 
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Sustainable Agricultural Practices 

Strategies: 

• Agroecology and conservation agriculture: Promote integrated farming systems (IFS) and 

conservation agriculture practices, including crop rotation, minimum tillage, mulching, and 

agroforestry, which improve soil health, water retention, and reduce susceptibility to erosion and pests. 

• Soil health management: Encourage the use of organic fertilizers, composting, and green manuring to 

improve soil fertility and structure. This enhances resilience to drought and reduces reliance on 

synthetic inputs. 

• Integrated pest management (IPM): Promote IPM techniques that reduce the need for chemical 

pesticides, enhance natural pest control, and prevent pest outbreaks that are more likely under changing 

climate conditions. 

Policies: 

• Support for sustainable inputs: Provide subsidies or low-interest loans for organic fertilizers, 

composting equipment, and other sustainable agricultural inputs. 

• Farmer education on conservation practices: Implement large-scale farmer education programs on 

conservation agriculture and soil health management through extension services and agricultural 

training institutes. 

Weather Forecasting and Early Warning Systems 

Strategies: 

• Climate-smart weather advisory services: Implement and expand real-time weather forecasting 

systems that provide timely, region-specific climate forecasts, rainfall patterns, and early warning alerts 

for extreme weather events like heatwaves, storms, and droughts. 

• Decision support tools: Develop decision support tools (apps, SMS services) that provide farmers with 

personalized advice on planting dates, irrigation scheduling, pest control, and harvesting based on 

weather patterns and climate projections. 

• Improved crop insurance: Develop and expand crop insurance programs that protect maize farmers 

from yield losses due to extreme weather events, such as drought, floods, or cyclonic storms. 

Policies: 

• Government-funded weather services: Ensure that climate and weather advisory services are 

accessible to all maize-growing regions, especially through mobile apps and SMS services. 

• Integration of insurance with advisory systems: Link crop insurance schemes with weather advisory 

systems so that farmers are better protected and can make informed decisions based on real-time 

weather data. 

Strengthening Crop Diversification and Risk Mitigation 

Strategies: 

• Crop diversification: Encourage maize farmers to diversify their crops to reduce risk exposure. 

Growing multiple crops like pulses, oilseeds, and legumes alongside maize helps spread risk and 

enhances income resilience. 
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• Agroforestry: Integrating trees with maize farming systems can enhance soil fertility, provide shade, 

improve water retention, and offer alternative income streams through the sale of timber, fruits, or non-

timber forest products. 

Policies: 

• Incentives for crop diversification: Provide financial incentives or subsidies for maize farmers who 

adopt crop diversification strategies. This can include crop rotation schemes or support for 

intercropping with other crops. 

• Agroforestry programs: Promote agroforestry practices by offering technical guidance, seeds, and 

financial support for the integration of tree crops with maize cultivation. 

Capacity Building and Farmer Empowerment 

Strategies: 

• Farmer training and extension services: Strengthen agricultural extension services to train farmers 

on climate-resilient practices, crop management techniques, and new technologies. 

• Farmer cooperatives: Establish or strengthen farmer cooperatives to enable collective action in 

adopting climate-smart agricultural practices, purchasing inputs at reduced costs, and accessing credit 

and insurance. 

Policies: 

• State-sponsored farmer education programs: Invest in state-led initiatives to provide farmers with 

climate-resilient agricultural knowledge through community workshops, training programs, and online 

platforms. 

• Financial inclusion and access to credit: Facilitate easy access to credit for farmers to adopt climate-

resilient technologies and practices. Offer low-interest loans for the purchase of efficient irrigation 

systems, drought-resistant seeds, and other inputs. 

Financial Support and Infrastructure Development 

Strategies: 

• Infrastructure for post-harvest management: Invest in cold storage facilities, warehouses, and 

processing units to reduce post-harvest losses, especially in times of irregular rainfall or droughts, 

which can lead to uneven crop maturation. 

• Rural infrastructure development: Improve rural infrastructure like roads, electricity, and market 

access to ensure that farmers can efficiently access inputs and markets, even during extreme weather 

events. 

Policies: 

• Government-backed financing: Provide low-interest loans and grants to build infrastructure that 

supports the resilience of maize farming, such as water storage systems, cold storage, and 

transportation networks. 

• Public investment in rural development: Increase public investment in rural infrastructure, focusing 

on making it resilient to climate-induced disruptions. 

The resilience of maize production systems in India can be significantly enhanced through a combination of  
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scientific research, policy interventions, and on-the-ground strategies. By developing climate-resilient maize 

varieties, improving water management, promoting sustainable agricultural practices, enhancing weather 

forecasting, and providing financial and technical support to farmers, India can ensure the continued 

productivity and sustainability of maize farming. Moreover, integrated and collaborative efforts from 

government agencies, research institutions, and the private sector are crucial for building long-term resilience 

to climate change in India's maize production systems. 

CONCLUSION  

The Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) analysis of maize area, production, and yield in India 

underscores the significant influence of climate change on agricultural performance. Fluctuations in these 

indicators, particularly the declines in yield and productivity, are increasingly attributed to climate-related 

factors such as rising temperatures, altered rainfall patterns, frequent droughts, and the emergence of new pests 

and diseases. While certain regions may show resilient growth in area and yield due to improved farming 

techniques or irrigation advancements, the overall trend indicates vulnerability to unpredictable climatic 

conditions. 

Climate change has disrupted traditional growing seasons, reduced water availability, and increased the 

frequency of extreme weather events, all of which adversely affect maize production. As a staple crop, maize's 

sensitivity to these changes poses a critical challenge to food security and farmer livelihoods. To mitigate these 

impacts, it is imperative to focus on adaptive strategies, including the development of climate-resilient maize 

varieties, efficient water management practices, and improved pest control methods. 

Ultimately, this analysis calls for a comprehensive approach, combining policy support, technological 

innovations, and sustainable agricultural practices, to enhance the resilience of maize production systems in 

India against the evolving challenges of climate change. 
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