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ABSTRACT

This study undertakes a CDA of online news reports from China Daily regarding the 2021 withdrawal of

U.S. troops from Afghanistan. Drawing upon van Dijk’s (1988) theory of news discourse analysis, the study examines the
discursive features of China Daily’s coverage between April and September 2021. A corpus of 192 reports, with ten selected for
detailed examination, offers a thorough analysis of how this important geopolitical event has been portrayed in the media and
its ideological foundations. The major findings reveal a refined presentation of muti-angled discourses. These reports
politically emphasize China’s stanceon the event and advocates for a moral obligation toward Afghanistan’s future and a broad,
inclusive government arrangement post-withdrawal and economically calls for policies that consider the welfare of local
populations. These findings underscore the strategic use of discourse to navigate complex geopolitical narratives, illustrating the
media’s role in ideological dissemination.
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INTRODUCTION

The withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan is one of the controversial events in the internationalcommunity in 2021.
Since President Biden announced the withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan in April 2021, major mainstream media worldwide
have extensively reported the event, which has great social significance and extensive social impact. This concern directly reflects
people’s views on the war onterrorism launched by the United States against Afghanistan.

The different reporting attitudes from different media on this matter have also triggered extensive discussion, which focused on
the purpose and consequences of the withdrawal of the U.S. troops from Afghanistan and reflection on the U.S. war in
Afghanistan.

The news report is never a simple description of a news event, but mixed with the position and tendency of the media. In essence,
it reconstructs a pre-determined ideology (van, 1988). The reports from differentmedia on the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Afghanistan implied the media’s reproduction of different ideologies involved in this Event.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Scholars of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) have been committed to carrying out various studies, andthey tried to develop
CDA theory by drawing on valuable theories from other disciplines or employ CDA tools to analyze various types of discourse.
The aim of their research is to uncover the correlations between the discourse and the ideology which is believed to be
concealed in the discourse and how the powerrelations are realized in the service of social authorities. Discourse, ideology and
power are the three basic and inseparable concepts of CDA and run through the whole research process on CDA. CDA
tends toanalyze social interaction and disclose the ideology and unequal power relations hidden in the form of public
discourse through the analysis of the text, discourse practice and social context (Xin, 2020).

Reports on news events are regarded as a type of discourse that can replicate information. News reports area representation of
news discourse, and the social context strongly influences the meaning that is suggestedin them. Numerous academics have been
studying news discourse analysis since the 1980s in order to investigate the various social cultures and ideologies that are present
in news (Wang, 2022). Van Dijk is one of the outstanding contributors to news discourse analysis. In the field of linguistics,
Fowler (1991) defines news as a kind of social practice, a product of the social and political world on what it reports.

Early studies on news discourse have paid much attention to the overall organization of news discourse. Van Dijk (1988) claims
that news discourse analysis theory includes news structures, news production, and news comprehension, which provides an
innovative method for news discourse analysis from an interdisciplinary perspective. This research paradigm is called the social
cognitive model. The core idea of this model is discourse analysis made from the level of macrostructure and microstructure. He
argued that the main aimof discourse analysis is to give a clear and systematic description of the language users. This is called
discourse. This description has two main dimensions: textual and contextual. The text dimension analyzesthe structure of the
text at different levels of description from three aspects: the superstructure, the macrostructure and the microstructure. That is to
say, the superstructure is the schema structure of news discourse. The macrostructure mainly analyzes the thematic structure of
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news discourse, while the microstructure mainly discusses the local semantic features of news discourse.

This study conducted a critical discourse analysis of news coverage on the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan. This study
sought to reveal discursive features constructed by news coverage while striving to effectively fathom the hidden discourse power.
Specifically, the study sought to answer the following questions: (1). What are the discursive features of the news reports on the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan from China Daily ? (2). What ideologies are embedded in China Daily on those news
reports ?

METHODOLOGY

This study undertakes a comprehensive qualitative analysis of news discourse using a corpus of 192 reports from China Daily,
focusing on ten for detailed examination. This analysis is framed within the theoretical paradigm of CDA, drawing upon van
Dijk’s discourse analysis model. The methodology employs both textual and contextual analyses to explore how the construction
and comprehension of news discourse contribute to the shaping of public perception and ideological narratives surrounding the
U.S. troop withdrawal.

The textual analysis segment examines the macrolevel structures of news discourse. At the macro level, the focus is on thematic
and schematic structures of news reports, identifying the predominant themes and organizational schemas of the news reports,
which are instrumental in predicting news report tendencies.For contextual analysis, the study examines the discourse patterns
and strategies employed in the news reports, considering how the media discourse within these reports reflects broader social and
culturalconstructions. This involves a critical analysis of discourse modes and strategies, emphasizing the role of intertextuality in
constructing ideologies. Through this lens, this study assesses how the reports from China Daily on the U.S. troops’ withdrawal
not only provide information but also engage in the negotiation of power and ideology within the public sphere.

This methodological approach, combining textual and contextual analyses underpinned by a solid theoretical framework, enables a
refined understanding of the complex dynamics between news discourse and societal constructs. It highlights how news media,

through specific linguistic and discursive choices, play a pivotal role in the ideological battleground surrounding significant
political events like the withdrawal of U.S.troops from Afghanistan.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Discursive features of the 10 sample news reports

Thematic structures

The thematic structures of the sampled news reports from China Daily, concerning the U.S. troops’ withdrawal from Afghanistan,
reflect a diverse range of perspectives and narrative layers, each structured according to van Dijk’s discourse analysis

framework. Table 1 presents a summary of what is found inMove 1 (M1), Move 2 (M2), and Move 3 (M3) for each sample.

Table 1. Thematic structures of 10 sample news reports

M3
Emphasis on Biden’s

M2

Biden’s announcementand

M1
Consultations by Biden with former

News Reports

1: “Biden announces time has
come to leaveAfghanistan”

Presidents Obama and Bush, and
support from Afghan President Ghani
for thewithdrawal plan.

historical referenceto Bush’s
initiation of the war.

declaration marking thetime
to leave Afghanistan.

2: “Ending ‘forever war’must
be done responsibly”

Highlights the U.S.’s moralobligation
to assist Afghanistan post-war.

Describes soldiers’ return and
critiques thediscourse on
ending thewar.

Calls for a responsibleend to
the war.

3: “US to deploy additional
forces to Afghanistan as
withdrawal underway”

Discusses Biden’s withdrawal
timeline and Taliban warnings.

Reports on the deployment of
additional forces toensure a
safe withdrawal.

Summarizes the paradoxical
increase inforces during
withdrawal.

4: “Priority should be to
restore peace in Afghanistan”

Critiques the two-decade-long
U.S. intervention’s failure andChina’s
diplomatic efforts.

Addresses the Taliban’s
power seizure and China’s
concerns.

Stresses the importanceof
peace restoration.

5: “US must clean themess it
created in Afghanistan”

Condemns the U.S.’s abandonment
post-failed democracy experiment and
interference in the Middle East.

Contrasts Biden’s portrayal
of the withdrawal as a
success.

Urges the U.S. torectify itg
createdturmoil.

6: “FM says US must help
Afghanistan’s peaceful
reconstruction”

terrorism and theU.S./NATO’s rushed|discussions on Afghanistan’s

exit.

uture needs.

Advocates for U.S.support in
Afghanistan’s reconstruction.

Details the war’s failure to eliminat§|I(-|ighIights diplomatic
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7: “Afghan war doomedto IAsserts the inherent injusticeof the  [Questions the efficacyof U.S. [Declares the war’s
failure from the start” war. and NATO militarystrategies. |predestined failure.
8: “Failure in Afghanistan Critiques the U.S.’s hegemonic Reports on theTaliban’s Reiterates the inevitability of
redestined” policies and flawed strategy. control post-U.S. withdrawal. [failurein Afghanistan.
9: “US war leaves behind Reviews Afghanistan’s longstanding [Highlights the global focus on[Depicts the devastating
devastated Afghanistan” political instability. Afghanistan following the  [aftermath of the U.S. war.
U.S. withdrawal.
10: “Top US general calls Reflects on U.S. military leadership’s |Documents military and Labels the Afghan war a
Afghan war ‘strategic failure” [surprise at the Afghan army’s collapse|congressional reflections on [strategic failure by top U.S.
and strategic misjudgments. the war’s end. generals.

As shown in Table 1, these thematic summaries underscore the various narratives present in China Daily’s coverage of the U.S.
withdrawal, from critical analyses of its policy failures and strategic misjudgments to calls for responsible action and peace
restoration. Studies by Jiang et al. (2020), Taj et al. (2019), andHossain et al. (2021) illustrate the sophisticated structure of
news discourse, emphasizing the significance of hierarchical thematic organization and the role of sentiment and strategic
language in headlines to shape reader perceptions and elicit specific emotional responses. This methodological approach reveals
how news events and their broader geopolitical and human implications frames significant military and political events to
influence public opinion.

Further exploration into the framing effects of news discourse by Ebrahim (2022), Tourni et al. (2021),along with the
organizational and politicization insights provided by Choubey et al. (2020), and Topic and Bruegmann (2021), reveal the
underlying frameworks that guide news construction and narrative development. Additionally, contributions from scholars such
as Mehmood et al. (2022), Pjesivac et al.(2023), Waheed et al. (2023), Boys (2022), Shah et al. (2022), and others deepen the
understanding of the strategic, geopolitical, and ideological complexities surrounding the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan.
These analyses collectively underscore the need for a critical reassessment of U.S. foreign policy and strategy, showcasing the
diverse perspectives and the impact of national and geopolitical contexts on media discourse.

Schematic structures

Table 2 serves as a structured guide on how each sample news report frames the story of the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Afghanistan through headlines, leads, the main events, the consequences, the context, historical backgrounds, and any verbal
reactions or conclusions. This approach helps dissect and understand the narrative and discourse presented in each news report
comprehensively.

Table 2. Schematic structures of 10 sample news reports

News Report ||Summary ||Story
News 1 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode a: Main event b: Consequences

2) Lead (2) Backgrounds a: Context b: History
News 2 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Verbal reaction (2) Conclusion
News 3 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds a: Context b: History

2) Lead
News 4 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead
News 5 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Verbal reaction (2) Conclusion
News 6 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Verbal reaction (2) Conclusion
News 7 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Verbal reaction (2) Conclusion
News 8 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Verbal reaction (2) Conclusion
News 9 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Verbal reaction (2) Conclusion
News 10 1) Headline 1) Situation (1) Episode (2) Backgrounds

2) Lead 2) Comments (1) Conclusion

As shown in Table 2, these schematic structures of ten sample news reports highlight a strategic approach in news reporting that
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transcends simple information dissemination. Insights from leading scholars like Rosdiana et al. (2023), Yan (2023), and Chen and
Wang (2022) explain how elements such as headlines, leads, and the detailed organization of story content—encompassing
situations, episodes, and backgrounds—serve not just to narrate events but to frame them ideologically. This framing is key in
setting the tone of the narrative, influencing public perception by highlighting certain aspects of events while providing contextual
and historical backgrounds that enrich understanding and situate the news within a broader socio-political narrative.

Moreover, the inclusion of verbal reactions and conclusions in the news reports, as discussed by scholarslike Azka et al.
(2022) and Surya R et al. (2023), demonstrates the role of discourse structures in molding public perceptions. This structured
approach not only offers a comprehensive view of events but alsoincorporates societal and political responses, challenging
or reinforcing the narratives presented. Such critical analyses, supported by findings from Yuan et al. (2021), Kim & Jung (2021),
and Sahputra (2021), affirm the significance of schematic structures in news discourse, especially in portraying major geopolitical
events like the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan. These analyses confirm that news discourse, through its structured
narrative arrangements, not only conveys but also significantly influences public discourse and perception.

Ideologies embedded on 10 sample news reports
Table 3 summarizes the embedded ideologies as reported by China Daily regarding the withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Afghanistan in terms of political, military, and economic discourses. Each entry in the table draws from the contextual analysis,

integrating the perspectives of official stances, intellectual discourse,and the broader socioeconomic impacts.

Table 3. Ideologies embedded in 10 sample news reports

\Aspect of Discourse HEmbedded Ideologies

Political Discourse ||- China supports Afghanistan's independence

- The U.S. should help Afghanistan rebuild

- Afghanistan deserves to choose its own path

- Calls for a diverse, non-interfering Afghan government setup

Military Discourse |- Uses expert insights on military failures and strategies

- Labels the withdrawal as a failure despite some successes

- Highlights the cost of U.S. action in Afghanistan

- Critiques U.S. military approach and its long-term ineffectiveness

Economic Discourse |- Points out Afghanistan's economic hurdles

- Discusses negative economic impacts of U.S. withdrawal

- Criticizes U.S. financial actions against Afghanistan post-withdrawal
- Promotes policies focusing on Afghan well-being and development

As shown in Table 3, the analysis of China Daily’s reporting on the U.S. troops’ withdrawal from Afghanistan showcases
a construction of political, military, and economic discourses, aimed at articulating China’s ideological perspective within the
broader geopolitical framework.

In political discourse, the emphasis on Afghanistan’s sovereignty and the U.S. post-withdrawal obligations aligns with China’s
foreign policy, reflecting a strategic approach to international relations and geopolitical strategy (Zappettini & Rezazadah, 2023;
Ford, 2023). Military discourse, enriched by insights from figures like Henry Kissinger, critiques the strategic outcomes of the
withdrawal, offering a nuanced analysis that extends beyond governmental rhetoric to explore the implications of military
strategies (Nurhidayah et al., 2023). Economic narratives further illuminate the challenges and economic impacts facing
Afghanistan post- withdrawal, advocating for a holistic foreign policy approach that prioritizes sustainable development and
governance (Fedotov & Kovalev, 2023).

CONCLUSION

This study identified the discursive strategies employed and the ideologies embedded within these reports, analyzing how the
media power in news discourse production reflects broader societal and cultural ideologies and presented a two-dimensional
analysis model of Chinese Daily newspaper’s reports on the

U.S. troops withdrawal from Afghanistan. The major findings show a sophisticated presentation of multilevel discourses that, on
the political front, highlight China’s position on the U.S. troops’ withdrawal, argue for a moral duty to support Afghanistan’s
future and a broad, inclusive post-withdrawal government structure, and, on the economic front, demand the implementation of
policies that take local populations’ well-being into account.

This study also serves as a reference for the study and appreciation of related discourses, broadening the field of
sociolinguistics research and advancing the field of critical discourse analysis.
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