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ABSTRACT 

The title of the study is Exploring Letran Bataan’s Acceptance and Attitude toward the LGBTQ+ 

Community. This study used quantitative research design; the main tool for data gathering is survey 

questionnaires given to at least 30 respondents selected randomly stratified across students, faculties and 

staff of Colegio de San Juan de Letran Bataan during the Second Semester of AY 2022-2023. The 

frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation were utilized to determine the respondents’ age, 

gender, role, location, and religion. The Pearson Correlation Coefficient was utilized to determine 

acceptance, attitude, and its significant relationship to the respondent’s demographic profile. The 0.05 Level 

is used to test the significance of both tests. According to the results, the respondents are neutral in their 

attitudes toward the LGBTQ+ community and have a low level of acceptance. Respondents are neither 

strongly positive nor strongly negative about the LGBTQ+ community. This neutrality might indicate that 

they do not strongly support or oppose LGBTQ+ rights or visibility. While respondents may not be actively 

opposed to the LGBTQ+ community, they also do not exhibit a high degree of acceptance. This could mean 

they might not fully embrace LGBTQ+ individuals as equal members of society or may have reservations or 

discomfort about LGBTQ+ issues. 

Keywords: (LGBTQ+, Homosexuality, Acceptance, Attiude, Bias, Catholic Education, Gender and 

Development) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Multiple studies on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer+ (LGBTQ+) community have been 

conducted around the world since the Stonewall movement incident in 1969. Nevertheless, what exactly is 

its significance, and how does it differ from previous incidents that sparked gay activism during that 

period? Stonewall or the Stonewall Inn (now a national monument) was one of New York City’s most 

popular gay bars in the late 1960s (Metcalf, 2022). There were numerous raids on the bar until LGBTQ+ 

groups rose up against the authorities that lasted for five inconsecutive nights. The incident paved the way 

for the decriminalization of homosexuality and the acceptance of LGBTQ+ members in New York in 1980, 

and then throughout the United States (Franke-Ruta, 2013). Thus, discrimination against members of the 

community has decreased in various areas such as employment, education of children, promotion 

opportunities, reward incentives, housing, facilities, social functions, and so on. LGBTQ+ members’ 

activities and lifestyles have been legal in the United States since 2003, and laws have protected them since 

2009 (Caroll, 2016). 

However, acceptance and attitudes toward LGBTQ+ groups differ in other local communities in western 

and eastern countries. Although the LGBTQ+ community in the United States is more fortunate than others, 

there are still some Christian conservatives who oppose their way of life (Adams, 2019). Nonetheless, 
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factors such as public openness, religion, state policy, social acceptance, and sensitivity are critical in 

ensuring that these groups are not ostracized or subjected to discrimination and prejudice, leaving them with 

doubts about their abilities and lives in society. In the Philippines, Filipinos are thought to be more 

accepting of LGBTQ+ members, but they still have reservations about accepting their activities and 

lifestyle. Thus, the LGBTQ+ community in the Philippines still suffer discrimination, prejudice and stigma 

due to their lack of acceptance. Furthermore, religion has a significant impact on Filipinos’ attitudes toward 

them. One factor stifling acceptance and a positive attitude toward the community is the country’s religion, 

which is predominantly Catholic. This extends to how Catholic schools perceive the LGBTQ+ community, 

whether they are students, teachers, or non-teaching personnel. 

Despite the fact that many studies have been conducted in the western context on issues of gender 

discrimination and community acceptance of LGBTQ+ people, there is still a lack of studies in the local 

context, particularly in school settings. Therefore, the researcher wanted to examine the relationship 

between public acceptance and attitude toward the LGBTQ+ community from the perspective of Colegio de 

San Juan de Letran-Bataan, a Catholic educational institution in Abucay, Bataan Philippines. The research 

results will help to determine whether the school is prepared to incorporate LGBTQ+ topics into the 

college’s Gender and Development Program, as required by DepEd Order No. 32 Series of 2017, the 

Gender-Responsive Basic Education Policy. It will also contribute to more emphatic insights on the part of 

the school to reflect attitudes and perceptions toward the LGBTQ+ community. 

Teachers, students, and even non-teaching personnel can and have experienced discrimination because of 

their gender identity, particularly if they are members of the LGBTQ+ community (Burns, 2011). In school, 

students who identify as LGBTQ+ reported feeling less secure, respected, and validated than their 

heterosexual and cisgender peers, resulting in lower participation and achievement (Kosciw, Gretak, Giga, 

Villenas, & Danischewski, 2016; Lecesne, 2012; Robinson & Espelage, 2011). Teachers who play an 

important role in fostering harmonious relationships in the classroom frequently ignore LGBTQ+ students 

or do not intervene if such anti-LGBTQ+ remarks are made in their presence (Teodoro, 2021). On the other 

hand, it has been observed that teachers, who have been accused of overt or offensive acts towards students, 

especially if they are members of the LGBTQ+ community, are rarely given a chance and are often 

prejudged. Worse, some of them have no recourse or protection if the accusations are proven false. Even 

non-teaching personnel who identify as LGBTQ+ can be ridiculed and treated as clowns, which 

overshadows their abilities and knowledge of their craft. 

The researcher’s stay in the college has observed some of these incidents and though it has Gender and 

Development events, the topic for LGBTQ+ are often disregarded and never taken into consideration. One 

of the researcher’s students even raised the question of why the DepEd’s Gender-Responsive Policy is not 

evident in the college. Bullying in the classroom causes depression, but the effects are exacerbated if the 

victim is LGBTQ+ member. The saddest part is when the one bullied has no one to confide in especially if 

the educational institution’s attitude toward the community is negative and unaccepting. There has been 

much research on LGBTQ+ issues in public schools for more than 30 years, yet there are only five papers 

directly related to the subject in the Catholic education archives (Hutching, et. al, 2019). 

Colegio de San Juan de Letran-Bataan is Bataan’s first Catholic tertiary school in an emerging university 

town and their first batch, consisting of 79 students, began classes on June 14, 2006. It is one of the three 

branches of Colegio de San Juan de Letran, the two being in Calamba, Laguna, and the other in Manaoag, 

Pangasinan. A qualitative study on parents’ attitudes toward their homosexual children at Colegio De San 

Juan De Letran Calamba (Delos Santos et al, 2011) uncovered a favorable response but it does not directly 

involve the institution. Letran-Bataan as a Catholic educational institution and as part of Catholic 

organization is governed by the rules of the Church and at the same time, must follow the policy of the 

Department of Education on Gender-Responsive Basic Education Policy (Consebido, 2022). Thus, the 
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researcher would like to bridge the gap on the catholic educational institution’s attitude and acceptance 

toward the LGBTQ+ community, a topic both relevant and timely. This will determine whether the 

institution is prepared to implement the policy or not. 

The researcher would like to determine the respondent’s attitude and acceptance toward the LGBT 

community. Specifically, the research intends to: 

1. describe the demographic profile of the respondents in terms of 

 age; 

 gender preference; 

 role in school; 

 location; 

 religion; 

2. describe respondent’s acceptance of LGBT community in terms of: 

 psychological inflexibility; 

 psychological flexibility; 

3. describe respondent’s attitude towards LGBT community 

4. determine whether there is a significant difference on acceptance level of the respondents when they 

are grouped according to demographic profile variables 

5. determine whether there is a significant difference on attitude of the respondents when they are 

grouped according to demographic profile variables 

6. determine the significant correlation of acceptance and attitudes among the respondents towards 

LGBTQ+ community 

7. propose the inclusion of LGBTQ+ topics in Gender and Development event for the respondents 

based from the results of the study. 

The researcher assumes that there will be a low level of acceptance towards the LGBTQ+ community in 

Colegio de San Juan de Letran-Bataan. Thus, this research will seek to prove the following hypotheses: 

Hypothesis 1: 

H0: There is a low level of respondent’s acceptance toward LGBTQ+ community. 

H1: There is a high level of respondent’s acceptance toward LGBTQ+ community. 

Hypothesis 2: 

H0: There is no significant correlation of acceptance and attitudes among the respondents towards LGBTQ+ 

community. 

 
H1: There is a significant correlation of acceptance and attitudes among the respondents towards LGBTQ+ 

community. 

This study aims to examine two variables: community acceptance and attitude of Colegio de San Juan de 

Letran-Bataan toward LGBTQ+ members. Colegio de San Juan de Letran-Bataan is a Catholic educational 

institution situated in Dominican Avenue, Gabon, Abucay Bataan. The data collection will take place during 

the second semester of the school year 2023-2024 and a stratified random sample of teachers, non-teaching 

personnel, and students (high school and college) from the college served as respondents of the study. Due 

to the sensitive nature of the research topic, elementary students were not considered. 

As with the majority of studies, the design of the current study is subject to limitations. Literatures related to 

LGBTQ+ in the Philippines is limited especially in Catholic educational institution so most of the references 
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are from public educational institution and foreign sources. Another limitation is that the researcher is not 

inclined in Psychology and thus cannot accurately interpret the data’s results, particularly the respondent’s 

attitude toward the LGBTQ+ community. Due to time constraints and the researcher’s availability, the 

study’s results only represent the Colegio de San Juan de Letran-Bataan community and not the entire 

Bataan population. 

The lack of studies on the LGBTQ+ community in which experiences and attitudes toward them are not 

documented sends a clear message of exclusion. This is an issue of social justice and more study should be 

conducted to better understand the experiences and attitudes toward the community. Researchers are 

motivated to study the needs of the LGBTQ+ community due to health disparities, legal and policy 

challenges, social stigma, and the impact of minority stress. Current phenomena include advancements in 

rights, increased visibility, persistent health disparities, challenges in youth development, and global 

variations in LGBTQ+ rights and acceptance. Understanding these factors is crucial for addressing 

inequalities, promoting inclusivity, and improving the well-being of LGBTQ+ individuals globally. While 

such study is extensive in public schools, this is an especially important social justice issue for Catholic 

schools. The significance of this study is not only to determine whether the institution involved is prepared 

for the DepEd’s Gender-Responsive Basic Education Policy, but also to better understand their challenges 

and opportunities in terms of the rights and needs of the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

The study used a descriptive-relational quantitative design and used stratified random sampling from a total 

of 32 junior high school students, senior high school students, college students, and teaching and non- 

teaching staff of Colegio de San Juan de Letran Bataan in Abucay, Bataan, Philippines. During adolescence, 

students begin to explore their gender identity. Therefore, the study includes junior high school students to 

raise awareness that LGBTQ+ identities are valid and deserving of respect. The college was chosen because 

it is the province’s first Catholic educational institution and a good predictor of acceptance and attitude 

toward the LGBTQ+ community due to their strict enforcement of morality and church teachings. 

The quantitative approach made use of a descriptive-relational study with a cross-sectional survey design to 

describe the level of attitudes toward homosexuality. The survey was conducted through Google forms and 

prior to the respondents answering the questions, consent and briefing were done. 

The researcher adapts the Acceptance and Action Questionnaire – Stigma (AAQ-S) questionnaire developed 

by Levin, Luoma, Lillis, Hayes, & Vilardaga and Homosexuality Attitude Scale by Kite, M.E., & Deaux, K. 

The collected data were handled with the utmost confidentiality. The questionnaire consists of three parts: 

personal data and attitude/acceptance toward homosexuality measuring three attitudinal factors: 

psychological flexibility, psychological inflexibility and attitude. For personal data includes questions on 

age, gender, role in school, location, and religiosity. 

The data were used as predictors for homosexuality attitudes in the analysis. Each sub-scale for acceptance 

questions utilizes a 7-point Likert scale (7 – strongly agree, 4 – moderate, and 1 – strongly disagree), 

whereas each sub-scale for attitude questions uses a 5-point Likert scale (5 – strongly agree, 3 – moderate, 

and 1 – strongly disagree). The Pearson Correlation Coefficient (r) was applied to quantitatively assess the 

correlation between the variables. The respondents’ psychological well-being were not assessed during the 

course of the study. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

This section contains detailed presentation and discussion of data analysis and the results of this study. The 
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findings are presented under the following major headings: 

 demographic profiles of respondents, 

 respondents’ acceptance and attitude level towards LGBTQ+ community, 

 significant difference on acceptance level of the respondents according to their demographic profile, 

 significant difference on attitude of the respondents according to their demographic profile, 

 and the significant correlation of acceptance and attitudes among the respondents towards LGBTQ+ 

community. 

1. Demographic Profile of Respondents 

Respondents of ages 13 to 51 were represented, with slightly larger numbers in the 18 years old bracket 

accounting to 28.1%, followed by 17 and 25 years old accounting both to 15.6%. The largest number of 

respondents are females accounting to 46.9%, then males to 37.5% and the LGBTQ+ to 15.6%. Students 

accounted to 53.1%, followed by the faculty, which is 34.4% and the staff accounting to 12.5%. There is a 

high number of respondents from Bataan’s First District (Abucay, Dinalupihan, Hermosa, Morong, Orani 

and Samal) which is 50%, then the Second District (Limay, Orion and Pilar) accounting to 40.6% and the 

Third District (Bagac, Dinalupihan, Mariveles and Morong) accounting to 9.4%. Majority of the 

respondents are Roman Catholic accounting to 81.3%, followed by other religion, which is 15.6% and 

Aglipayan accounting to 3.1%. 
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2. Respondents’ Acceptance and Attitude Level Towards LGBTQ+ Community 

Based on the cumulative mean scores of respondents, the acceptance level of Colegio de San Juan de Letran 

Bataan community towards the LGBTQ+ community, which is 3.74 from a 5-point Likert Scale is moderate 

whereas, they have a neutral attitude towards them evident from the 4.22 mean score result from a 7-point 

Likert Scale. 

 
 

To determine whether Colegio de San Juan de Letran Bataan accepts or rejects the LGBTQ+ community, a 

T-Test was used to test the means. The results showed that the Sig (2-Tailed) is .106, which is higher than 

the accepted value of .05. Therefore, the null hypothesis is accepted, indicating that Colegio de San Juan de 
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Letran Bataan has a low level of acceptance towards the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

 

3. Significant Difference on Acceptance Level of the Respondents according to their Demographic 

Profile 

The study conducted a Pearson’s correlation analysis to examine whether there is a significant difference 

in the acceptance level of the respondents towards the LGBTQ+ community based on their demographic 

profile. Pearson’s correlation coefficient is a statistical measure that assesses the strength and direction of 

the relationship between two variables. 

The results of the analysis showed that there is a negative correlation between age and LGBTQ+ 

acceptance. This means that as the age of the respondents increases, their acceptance level towards the 

LGBTQ+ community decreases. This finding is consistent with previous research that has shown that 

younger people are more accepting of the LGBTQ+ community than older people. 

Furthermore, the study found that gender and LGBTQ+ acceptance also had a negative correlation, 

indicating that female respondents have lower acceptance levels towards the LGBTQ+ community. This 

finding is consistent with other studies that have shown that women tend to be more conservative in their 

attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community than men. 

The analysis also revealed that there was a weak relationship between school role and LGBTQ+ acceptance 

level. The weak relationship between school role and LGBTQ+ acceptance level suggests that being a 

student, faculty member, or staff member does not significantly influence one’s acceptance of the LGBTQ+ 

community. This indicates that attitudes toward the LGBTQ+ community are shaped by broader societal 

influences and personal beliefs rather than institutional roles alone. Effective education and fostering 

inclusive environments within schools can help mitigate role-based differences in acceptance levels. 

The location of the respondents also had a negative correlation with acceptance level towards the LGBTQ+ 

community. Specifically, those who lived in the third district (Morong, Bagac, Mariveles and Dinalupihan) 

had the lowest level of acceptance towards the LGBTQ+ community. This finding highlights the need for 

more targeted education and outreach efforts in this particular district to promote greater acceptance and 

understanding of the LGBTQ+ community. 

The analysis showed that religion and LGBTQ+ acceptance also had a negative correlation. Specifically, 
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Catholics had a higher level of acceptance towards the LGBTQ+ community compared to other religions 

like Aglipayans or Muslims. This finding highlights the importance of understanding how religious beliefs 

can shape attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community and the need for more interfaith dialogue and 

understanding. 

The statistical results presented in the next section use the p-value (sig 2-tailed value) to determine whether 

there is a statistically significant correlation between each of the demographic variables (age, gender, school 

role, location, and religion) and acceptance level towards the LGBTQ+ community. 

The results indicate that there is no statistically significant correlation between age, role, location, and 

religion with LGBTQ+ acceptance, as the p-values for these variables are all greater than .05 (specifically 

.479, .288, .452, and .092, respectively). This suggests that these demographic variables may not be strong 

predictors of attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community, or that the sample size may not be large enough to 

detect a significant relationship. 

On the other hand, there is a statistically significant correlation between gender and LGBTQ+ acceptance, 

as the p-value for this variable is less than .05 (specifically .006). This suggests that gender may be an 

important predictor of attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community, with female respondents showing lower 

acceptance levels compared to male respondents. 

In summary, the results suggest that gender may be a significant predictor of acceptance level towards the 

LGBTQ+ community, but age, school role, location, and religion may not be strong predictors. However, it 

is important to note that these results are based on Colegio de San Juan de Letran Bataan and may not 

necessarily generalize to other populations or contexts. 

 

 

4. Significant Difference on Attitude Level of the Respondents according to their Demographic Profile 

This section provides a summary of the findings on the significant difference in attitude level towards the 

LGBTQ+ community among the respondents based on their demographic profile. Pearson’s correlation 

was used to assess the strength and direction of the relationship between each demographic variable and 

attitude level. 

The results indicate that gender is a significant predictor of attitude towards the LGBTQ+ community, as 

there is a moderate relationship between these variables. The moderate relationship found suggests that 
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certain genders may be more accepting or less accepting on average compared to others, aligning with 

previous research that has similarly identified gender as a crucial factor influencing attitudes towards 

LGBTQ+ individuals. Thus, the results imply that gender plays a role in shaping attitudes towards the 

LGBTQ+ community, highlighting the need for further investigation into the specific dynamics and reasons 

behind these attitudes. 

The negative correlation between role and attitude suggests that students may have more biased attitudes 

towards the LGBTQ+ community compared to faculty or staff members. 

The weak correlation between age and attitude towards LGBTQ+ may suggest that age may not be a strong 

predictor of attitudes towards sexual and gender minorities. However, previous research has reported mixed 

findings on the relationship between age and attitudes towards LGBTQ+ individuals, with some studies 

finding a negative correlation while others finding no significant relationship. 

The negative correlation between religion and attitude towards the LGBTQ+ community suggests that 

individuals with certain religious affiliations, such as Aglipayans and Muslims, may have more biased 

attitudes towards sexual and gender minorities compared to Catholics. This finding is consistent with 

previous research that has found a negative correlation between religiosity and attitudes towards LGBTQ+ 

individuals. 

The p-value (sig 2-tailed value) presents the results of the statistical analysis on the relationship between 

demographic variables and attitude towards the LGBTQ+ community. 

The results indicate that there is a statistically significant correlation between gender and attitude towards 

the LGBTQ+ community, with a p-value of .006, which is lower than the threshold of .05. This suggests 

that gender is a significant predictor of attitudes towards sexual and gender minorities. On the other hand, 

the p-values for age, role, location, and religion are all greater than .05, indicating that there is no 

statistically significant correlation between these variables and attitude towards the LGBTQ+ community. 

It is important to note that these results are based on Colegio de San Juan De Letran Bataan and may not 

generalize to other populations or contexts. Nonetheless, the findings suggest that gender may play an 

important role in shaping attitudes towards sexual and gender minorities. Further research is needed to better 

understand the factors that contribute to the development of attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community and 

how these attitudes can be changed through education and other interventions. 
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5. Significant Correlation of Acceptance and Attitudes among the Respondents towards LGBTQ+ 

community 

This section describes the findings of the study that investigated the relationship between acceptance and 

attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community among respondents using Pearson’s correlation coefficient. The 

analysis revealed a negative correlation coefficient of -.467, indicating that as attitudes towards the 

LGBTQ+ community increase, the acceptance level decreases. This also answers the second hypothesis that 

there is a significant correlation between acceptance and attitudes among the respondents towards the 

LGBTQ+ community. 

Furthermore, the study found a statistically significant correlation between acceptance and attitudes towards 

the LGBTQ+ community, with a p-value of .007, which is less than the standard alpha level of .05. This 

implies that there is a strong relationship between acceptance and attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ 

community among the respondents. 

The study’s results suggest that attitudes and acceptance towards the LGBTQ+ community are closely 

related and that a negative attitude towards the community may lead to lower acceptance levels. The 

findings may have significant implications for future research, policy development, and interventions aimed 

at promoting greater acceptance and positive attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis of the data, it can be concluded that there are significant differences in the levels of 

acceptance and attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community among Colegio de San Juan de Letran-Bataan 

respondents based on their demographic profiles such as gender, location, and religion. Specifically, there is 

a statistically significant correlation between gender and attitude towards the LGBTQ+ community, where 

female respondents have a more accepting attitude compared to male respondents. Furthermore, the results 

also indicate that as the age, gender, location, and religion of the respondents increase, their level of 

acceptance and attitudes towards the LGBTQ+ community tend to decrease. 

Moreover, there is a statistically significant negative correlation between the acceptance and attitudes of the 

respondents towards the LGBTQ+ community. This means that as the level of attitude towards the 

LGBTQ+ community becomes more biased, the level of acceptance decreases. 

These findings suggest that there is a need for further research and interventions to promote a more inclusive 
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and accepting attitude towards the LGBTQ+ community, particularly among male respondents, those in 

certain locations, and with specific religious affiliations. It is essential to create a more diverse and 

accepting environment, especially in educational settings, to promote a more positive and supportive 

atmosphere for individuals who identify as LGBTQ+. As a result, the college’s Gender and Development 

program should thoroughly research and incorporate issues and programs on LGBTQ+ to inculcate 

inclusivity and lessen biases and discrimination towards the aforementioned community. 
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