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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effectiveness of grammar-integrated authentic assessment in enhancing language
proficiency among Junior and Senior High School Students through content analysis. Struggling to enhance
language proficiency among Junior and Senior High School Students, Grammar- Integrated Authentic
Assessment practice of English as a Second Language (ESL) Teachers would be effective. Traditional methods
of grammar instruction often isolate grammar rules from practical language use, potentially limiting students'
ability to apply these rules in real-life contexts. By integrating authentic assessment techniques, which involve
real-world tasks and applications, this research aimed to bridge the gap between grammatical knowledge and its
practical usage. The results showed that students exposed to the grammar-integrated authentic assessments
performed far above those who were taught through traditional grammar instruction in language proficiency
improvement. The conclusion of this study was that integrating authentic assessment into the teaching of
grammar is one way to make language proficiency more appropriate for high school learners of the language and
to give them a more holistic or practical understanding of the usage of the language.
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INTRODUCTION

In contemporary language education, there has been a growing shift from traditional, decontextualized grammar
testing toward authentic assessment practices that integrate grammar instruction within meaningful language
use. Grammar-integrated authentic assessment emphasizes students’ ability to apply grammatical knowledge in
real-world communicative tasks such as writing portfolios, oral presentations, project-based outputs, and
performance-based assessments. These approaches are believed to promote deeper language understanding and
functional proficiency rather than surface-level grammatical accuracy.

Despite increasing empirical interest, existing studies on grammar-integrated authentic assessment in secondary
education report inconsistent and fragmented findings. While some studies indicate significant gains in students’
writing quality, grammatical accuracy, and communicative competence, others show modest or skill-specific
effects. Moreover, many studies differ substantially in assessment type, duration, instructional context, and
outcome measures, making it difficult to draw generalizable conclusions.

A critical review of the literature reveals three major gaps. First, there is a lack of quantitative synthesis that
determines the overall magnitude of the effect of grammar-integrated authentic assessment on language
proficiency among high school students. Second, limited attention has been given to moderating variables such
as grade level, type of authentic assessment, or targeted language skill that may influence outcomes. Third,
although authentic assessment is often promoted in curriculum reforms and standards-based education,
evidence-based guidance for policy and classroom practice remains insufficient due to the absence of
meta-analytic reviews in this area.
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Consequently, a systematic meta-analysis is necessary to consolidate existing empirical findings, identify
patterns and moderators, and provide robust evidence regarding the effectiveness of grammar-integrated
authentic assessment in enhancing language proficiency among high school students.

Dylan Williams (2011) said that assessment is the bridge between teaching and learning. Only through
assessment, we will know if what happened in the classroom produced the desired learning. The ability to speak
English is a key skill for academic success, especially for culturally and linguistically diverse students. Teachers
must provide effective strategies to help these students develop not only the reading skills but also the language
skills necessary for academic success. The results included six key strategies for teaching ELLSs, including
maintaining relationships and being culturally responsive, teaching language skills across the curriculum, using
real objects to illustrate. concepts, role playing or miming, showing pictures and using a full physical response
(Budiman, B., et. al 2023) on Enhancing Language Proficiency: Strategies For Improving Student Skills. Having
this mentioned, authentic assessments play a vital role in students' language development. In addition, John
Dewey, an educational reformer and one of the forefathers of constructivist theory, assessed real-life contexts
and problems as a learning experience. In Curriculum 2013, authentic assessment is a process in which teachers
collect information about student development and learning with various techniques that can correctly express,
prove or demonstrate learning goals and skills have been fully acquired and achieved. Generally, the authentic
assessment is effective when it has a clear conception of all intended learning outcome, a variety of assessment
procedures be used, the instructional relevance of the procedures be considered, an adequate sample of student
performance, the procedures be fair to everyone, the specification of criteria for judging, feedback to students
that emphasizes strengths of performance and weakness to be corrected, a comprehensive grading and reporting
system (Gronlund & Waugh 2013).

Objectives

This research study generally aimed to to synthesize empirical evidence on the effectiveness of
grammar-integrated authentic assessment in enhancing language proficiency among high school students
through a meta-analysis review. Moreover, this seeks to assess, develop, and implement grammar-integrated
Authentic Assessment as an effective technique for measuring the grammatical proficiency and attaining
language development of Junior or Senior High School students, and provides actionable feedback for
continuous improvement.

The following were the specific objectives tackled in this research study:

1. Evaluation and examination of the effectiveness of grammar-integrated authentic assessments across different
language domains, including grammar accuracy, reading comprehension, writing proficiency, and speaking
skills in measuring and improving JHS or SHS student’s language proficiency.

2. Development and Implementation of authentic assessment tasks that reflect real language use and require
students to apply grammar in authentic contexts, such as writing essays, creating dialogues, asking and
answering questions, and analyzing texts.

3. Provision to give detailed and constructive feedback on authentic assessments; encourage students to reflect
on their performance, identify areas for improvement and set goals for grammar development.

Research Questions
This meta-analysis review seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What is the overall effectiveness of grammar-integrated authentic assessment in enhancing language
proficiency among high school students?

2. How effective is grammar-integrated authentic assessment in improving:

2.1 grammatical accuracy?
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2.2 reading comprehension?
2.3 writing proficiency?
2.4 speaking and oral communication skills?

3. Is there a significant difference in language proficiency outcomes between students assessed through
grammar-integrated authentic assessment and those assessed through traditional grammar assessments?

4. Which moderating factors significantly influence the effectiveness of grammar-integrated authentic
assessment?

5. What research trends and methodological patterns emerge from studies on grammar-integrated authentic
assessment in secondary education?

METHODS
Design

This study employed a systematic review design which used repeatable methods to find, select, and synthesize
all available evidence. Through meta-analysis as a statistical analysis that combines the results of two or more
studies, gathered results were synthesized from multiple studies to estimate an effect size.

Data Gathering and Collection

In performing the meta-analysis on the effectiveness of grammar-integrated authentic assessment as an
intervention strategy to improve Junior High School or Senior High School students' language proficiency, data
collection is conducted through archival research technique involves manuscripts, documents, records
(including electronic records), objects, sound and audiovisual materials, or other repository of learning as core
references, detailing the following steps:

LITERATURE SEARCH

e Identification of relevant studies must be ensured with a good search of appropriate academic databases,
such as Google Scholar, or any reliable PubMed, for peer-reviewed studies published within the last
10-15 years.

e Use keywords such as "grammar-integrated instruction,” "authentic assessment," "language proficiency,"

"JHS," "SHS," and "secondary education."

e Studies with a primary focus on qualitative or quantitative data about grammar instruction and authentic
assessments in language learning must be included.

Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria:

Inclusion Criteria:
e Studies that explicitly refer to the integration of grammar teaching with authentic assessment practices.
e Research conducted in JHS or SHS settings.

e Studies measuring language proficiency outcomes, including grammatical accuracy, fluency, and
communicative competence.

e Peer-reviewed empirical studies, including experimental, quasi-experimental, and longitudinal studies.
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Exclusion Criteria:

e Studies looking strictly either at higher education or primary school students.

e Research that does not have clear metrics of language proficiency:.

e Non-peer-reviewed articles, opinion pieces, and theoretical papers without any real empirical data.
Data Extraction:
Extract key information from each selected study, including:

e Study characteristics: author(s), year of publication, country, sample size, and educational context (JHS
or SHS).

e Intervention details: Description of grammar-integrated authentic assessment practices applied, duration
of the intervention, and comparison group characteristics if applicable.

e Qutcome measures: Type of language proficiency assessments used, e.g. standardized tests, teacher
assessments, student self-reports; Language skills measured, e.g. grammar, fluency, overall proficiency.

Data Synthesis:

e Check for publication bias and heterogeneity across studies to see the reliability and validity of the
findings.

Data Collection Procedure
e Systematic literature search using academic databases (e.g., ERIC, Scopus, Web of Science, ProQuest).
e Application of predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria.
e Screening and selection of studies using PRISMA guidelines.
e Extraction and coding of relevant data using a structured coding protocol.
Discussion And Interpretation:

e Summarize how grammar-integrated authentic assessment would, in general, be very effective in
enhancing language proficiency for JHS and SHS students.

e Share the implications of the findings for education practitioners, curriculum designers, and makers of
policies.

e This will provide a comprehensive and stringent understanding of the way grammar-integrated authentic
assessment influences language proficiency within the contexts of learning at the secondary level.

Research Tool

As a research tool, content analysis as an analytical method helped the researcher determine, quantify and
analyze the presence, meanings, and relationships of certain words, themes, or concepts within some given
qualitative data from reliable sources.
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DISCUSSIONS AND LITERATURE

Effectiveness of Grammar-Integrated Authentic Assessments in Improving JHS and SHS Student’s
Language Proficiency

Refnita (2012) on The Effectiveness of an Integrated Assessment to Improve the Students’ English Grammar
Ability showed that the integrated assessment could improve the students' grammar ability. It was indicated by
the increasing scores, the increasing number of written sentences, and the increasing number of correct
sentences. The improvement was caused by the types of tasks that made the students aware about language
differences and able to express something by using their own words. The data were obtained by giving a
grammar test to the sample in the form of writing four simple paragraphs about their hobbies. The test was
conducted twice, before and after the treatment. The treatment itself was in the form of giving an integrated
classroom assessment by which the students were asked to underline grammatical features, completing
sentences, arranging words into a correct sentence, describing pictures, making questions, identifying sentences,
and doing both guided and free writing.

Attom (2017) on Perception of authentic assessment and its practices among teachers in public Senior High
Schools in Cape Coast Metropolis stated that they practice authentic assessment in their assessment procedures.
It showed that teachers have a predominantly positive attitude towards authentic assessment. About 70% of
teachers reported that they give their students assessment tasks that involve social processes related to real
situations. Additionally, teachers reported practicing authentic assessment by asking students to generate ideas,
organize appropriately, and demonstrate their ability to organize ideas effectively. Similarly, a systematic group
study by Hashami, et al (2024) on The Impacts of Authentic Assessment on Students Skills in Classrooms showed
that authentic assessment in different types of classrooms has a positive effect on student skills. It was also
suggested that the use of authentic assessment is still a possible form of assessment that can improve the different
skills and abilities of a student in different contexts.

Apart from this, it was found that authentic assessment promotes learning because the students can remember
very easily the content regarding grammar when assessed through authentic activities (Nanyinza, et al. 2024 on
Pre-Service Teachers’ Use of Authentic Assessment to Assess Secondary School English Grammar).

Development and Implementation of Authentic Assessment tasks that reflect real language use and
require students to apply grammar in authentic contexts, such as writing essays, creating dialogues,
asking and answering questions (elicitations), and analyzing texts

To enable SHS student’s continuous grammar proficiency development through the help of authentic
assessments, Ayouni, N., & EI-Sukny, M. (2022) confirmed that teachers perform elicitation- a procedure that
allows the teacher to get the students to provide information rather than give it to them by asking questions which
is one of the kinds of authentic assessment. Asking questions is the main technique for getting ideas and
responses from the students. This serves as corrective feedback to students’ grammatical errors.

Nguyen & Phan (2020) on Authentic Assessment: A Real Life Approach to Writing Skill Development findings
showed that the utilization of authentic assessment is a successful approach to increasing students' engagement
in the writing process and meeting writing task requirements. Students will have an easier time developing
advanced writing skills at their respective English proficiency levels.

Provision to give detailed and constructive feedback on authentic assessments; encourage students to
reflect on their performance, identify areas for improvement and set goals for grammar development

2

Teachers’ feedback is indispensable for teachers — students’ interaction in the EFL classroom where students
language can be evaluated by the teacher. Ayouni, N., & EI-Sukny (2022) showed that the teachers in both
classrooms used in their study only used elicitation by questions as corrective feedback to students’ grammatical
errors where they always prompted a question to request students to reformulate their inappropriate grammar in
their speaking. This successfully led them to the correct answer. Nonetheless, the teacher did not use elicitation
by strategic pausing and gesture to elicit students’ responses. Giving feedback and a comprehensive grading and
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reporting system should be provided in order to reflect what students have done along the course and it is hoped

can improve their performance, skill and knowledge.

For grading, it is recommended to use both letter grades and more elaborate reports which reflect and support the
assessment procedures. Students also must be informed before the course and they are provided with periodic
feedback related to their learning progress.Considerations such as fairness- clearly communicating our
intentions to students and using the results to improve learning must be done (Kadir, Zaim & Refnaldi 2019).
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