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ABSTRACT

Nigeria’s nation-building process continues to be constrained by governance deficits, corruption, social inequality, and
declining public trust in institutions. This study examines the major socio-ethical themes of the Old Testament prophets
Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos and evaluates their relevance for contemporary nation-building in Nigeria. Using a qualitative
thematic content analysis, the study treats selected prophetic texts as sources of normative social ethics and relates them
to contemporary Nigerian governance realities through illustrative cases and policy contexts. Core themes identified
include justice, leadership accountability, covenantal responsibility, economic equity, and authentic religiosity. The study
argues that prophetic ethics offer a complementary moral framework for strengthening governance, social cohesion, and
institutional legitimacy in Nigeria. While not a substitute for empirical policy analysis, prophetic ethics can enrich
interdisciplinary discourse on religion and development in plural societies.
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INTRODUCTION

Nation-building is widely understood as a multidimensional process involving political integration, economic
development, social cohesion, and moral legitimacy (Fukuyama, 2011; Leftwich, 2009). In Nigeria, this process remains
fragile due to persistent challenges such as corruption, insecurity, ethno-religious polarization, and weak public
institutions (Ake, 1996; Joseph, 2014). While social-science scholarship has extensively analyzed these challenges
through political economy and institutional frameworks, increasing attention is being paid to the normative role of
religion in shaping public ethics and national values (Marshall, 2013; Haynes, 2016).

The Old Testament prophets Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos operated in socio-political contexts characterized by leadership
failure, economic inequality, and religious formalism. Their messages addressed not only spiritual concerns but also
systemic injustice and institutional decay (Brueggemann, 2001; Barton, 2012). This study examines their major ethical
themes and explores their relevance for contemporary nation-building in Nigeria, treating prophetic literature as a source
of socio-ethical critique rather than purely doctrinal theology.

Problem Statement

Despite Nigeria’s deeply religious character, ethical norms derived from religion have not translated into improved
governance outcomes. Corruption, abuse of power, and social injustice persist alongside high levels of religious
participation (Iheanacho, 2020). Existing nation-building studies often marginalize religion as a private or symbolic
factor, while theological studies of prophecy frequently remain abstract and detached from empirical realities (Ukpong,
2006). This discipline divide limits the contribution of prophetic ethics to public policy and development discourse.
There is therefore a need for an interdisciplinary approach that integrates religious ethics with social-science analysis.

Research Questions

1. What are the dominant socio-ethical themes in the prophetic messages of Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos?
2. How do these themes address governance, justice, leadership accountability, and social responsibility?
3. How can prophetic ethics inform nation-building efforts in Nigeria?
4. What limitations arise in applying ancient prophetic texts to modern plural societies?
Objectives of the Study

The objectives of this study are to:

1. Identify the major ethical themes in Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos.
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2. Analyze these themes using social-science categories such as justice, accountability, and institutional integrity.
3. Relate prophetic ethics to contemporary Nigerian governance challenges.
4. Contribute to interdisciplinary scholarship on religion and national development.

METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative thematic content analysis approach (Braun & Clarke, 2006). Primary texts were
purposively selected from Isaiah (Isa. 1; 10; 58), Hosea (Hos. 4; 6; 10), and Amos (Amos 2; 5; 8) due to their explicit
engagement with social injustice, leadership failure, and religious critique (Barton, 2012). Thematic coding focused on
five categories: justice, accountability, covenant responsibility, economic equity, and authentic religiosity. Secondary
sources from biblical studies, African ethics, development studies, and governance literature were used to contextualize
findings within Nigerian realities.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The analysis is informed by social ethics theory and religion-and-development discourse, which emphasize the role of
moral norms in sustaining institutional legitimacy and social trust (Marshall, 2013; Deneulin & Rakodi, 2011). African
communitarian ethics, particularly the emphasis on relational responsibility and collective welfare, further shape the
interpretation (Mbiti, 1990; Gyekye, 1997). From this perspective, prophetic texts function as moral critiques of power,
economic systems, and religious institutions.

ANALYSIS OF PROPHETIC THEMES
Isaiah: Justice, Governance, and Ethical Leadership

Isaiah presents justice (mishpat) and righteousness (tsedagah) as foundational to national stability (Isa. 1:16—17). He
condemns exploitative economic practices and corrupt leadership, insisting that authentic worship must manifest in
social responsibility (Isa. 58:6—7). Scholars note that Isaiah articulates an early model of ethical governance in which
political authority is accountable to moral norms (Brueggemann, 2001; Childs, 2001). In Nigeria, issues such as electoral
malpractice, misuse of public funds, and elite impunity reflect the leadership failures Isaiah critiques (Joseph, 2014).

Hosea: Covenant Responsibility and Social Trust

Hosea interprets national crisis as a breakdown of covenantal relationships characterized by disloyalty, moral
inconsistency, and loss of social trust (Hos. 4:1-2). His emphasis on hesed (steadfast love) highlights relational ethics
grounded in loyalty and compassion (Andersen & Freedman, 1980). From a social-science perspective, Hosea addresses
the erosion of social capital, a key factor in Nigeria’s governance challenges where distrust between citizens and
institutions undermines national integration (Putnam, 2000; Ake, 1996).

Amos: Economic Justice and Institutional Accountability

Amos offers one of the strongest biblical critiques of structural inequality and judicial corruption (Amos 5:11-15). He
rejects ritualistic religion divorced from justice, insisting that ethical governance and economic equity are non-negotiable
(Amos 5:24). Scholars have noted that Amos’ message anticipates modern development critiques of elite capture and
exclusionary growth (Barton, 2012). Nigeria’s persistent poverty, wealth concentration, and weak judicial enforcement
mirror the social conditions Amos condemns (World Bank, 2022).

PROPHETIC ETHICS AND CONTEMPORARY NIGERIAN REALITIES

To enhance applicability, prophetic themes can be related to observable Nigerian contexts such as corruption scandals,
faith-based civic advocacy, and public debates on governance reform. Religious organizations have occasionally
contributed to electoral monitoring, peacebuilding, and social advocacy, demonstrating the constructive potential of
ethical religion (Haynes, 2016). At the same time, the entanglement of religion with political patronage highlights the
need for prophetic critique within religious institutions themselves (Iheanacho, 2020).

AFRICAN AND PLURAL RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES

Although rooted in biblical ethics, prophetic emphases on justice and accountability resonate with African moral
philosophy, particularly communitarian ethics that prioritize collective welfare over individual accumulation (Gyekye,
1997; Mbiti, 1990). Moreover, parallels exist between prophetic ethics and Islamic concepts of justice (adl) and moral
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accountability, as well as indigenous African moral traditions (Abdulaziz, 2015). This convergence suggests that
prophetic ethics can contribute to interreligious moral dialogue in Nigeria’s plural context.

Significance of the Study
This study contributes to:

¢ Interdisciplinary research on religion and governance

e African ethical discourse on nation-building

¢ Applied theological engagement with public policy

e Broader discussions on moral legitimacy in development processes

Limitations of the Study

The study is primarily textual and normative and does not incorporate quantitative data or field-based research. Its focus
on Christian prophetic texts limits comprehensive engagement with Nigeria’s full religious diversity. Additionally,
historical and cultural distance between ancient Israel and modern Nigeria presents interpretive constraints (Ukpong,
2006). These limitations indicate the need for complementary empirical studies.

CONCLUSION

Isaiah, Hosea, and Amos provide a coherent ethical critique of injustice, leadership failure, and religious hypocrisy.
When interpreted through a social-science lens and contextualized within Nigerian realities, prophetic ethics offer
valuable normative resources for nation-building. While not a substitute for institutional reform, these ethical insights
can strengthen moral accountability, social cohesion, and governance legitimacy in Nigeria.
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