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INTRODUCTION  

Srikalahasti Kalamkari is one of the India’s most significant traditional hand arts, originating in the temple 

town of Srikalahasti in Andhra Pradesh. Historically craft has been deeply embedded in religious and cultural 

practices, primarily used for narrative temple textiles, ritual canopies, and storytelling panels depicting 

episodes from Hindu epics such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Executed using natural dyes and hand-

drawn with a bamboo pen (kalam), the craft represents a rich confluence of indigenous knowledge systems, 

ecological sensitivity, and artistic expression.  

In the contemporary context, traditional crafts face mounting challenges due to industrialization, mass-

produced textiles, declining artisan incomes, and changing consumer preferences. However, the growing 

global demand for sustainable, handcrafted, and culturally rooted products has created new opportunities for 

reimagining traditional crafts within modern markets. One such emerging opportunity is the integration of 

Srikalahasti Kalamkari the craft into marriage mandap décor, positioning within the expanding cultural and 

experimental wedding industry.  

This paper explores the transformation of Srikalahasti Kalamkari from a temple-centric narrative textile into an 

innovative, scalable, and sustainable décor solution for marriage mandaps. By examining design adaption, 

material innovation, technological integration, and socio-economic impact, the study highlights how Kalamkari 

is being repositioned as a contemporary heritage-based business model while preserving its cultural 

authenticity.  

1. Evolution of Kalamkari from ritual Textile to Contemporary Décor  

Traditionally, Srikalahasti Kalamkari served ritualistic and narrative purposes. Large painted panels were used 

as temple backdrops, ceremonial canopies, and storytelling aids during religious festivals. These textiles 

functioned as visual scriptures, enabling oral storytelling traditions and reinforcing cultural identity. The 

motifs, compositions, and colour symbolism adhered to religious conventions, with strong narratives structures 

and mythological iconography.  

With changing social structures and diminishing patronage from temples, kalamkari artisans were compelled to 

diversify their product range. Over the past few decades, kalamkari has gradually transitioned into home 

furnishings, apparel, wall hangings, and lifestyle products. The recent adaptation of kalamkari into marriage 

mandap décor represents a significant extension of this evolution, aligning traditional aesthetics with 

contemporary ceremonial needs.  

Marriage mandaps are culturally symbolic spaces that combine ritual significance with visual grandeur. The 

incorporation of Kalamkari textiles into mandap backdrop, ceiling drapes, pillars, seating panels, and 

ceremonial partitions allows for a seamless fusion of tradition and modernity. Narrative panels depicting 

auspicious themes, floral motifs, celestial symbols, and mythological blessings enhance the spiritual ambiance 

of wedding rituals, making kalamkari a meaningful and aesthetically rich choice for ceremonial décor.  
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2. Design Innovative and Material Sustainability  

A key factor in the successful integration of kalamkari into mandap décor lies in design innovation and 

sustainable material usage. Artisans and designers have adapted traditional motifs into modular panels, repeat 

pattern, and scalable formats suitable for large ceremonial spaces. Instead of singular narrative cloths, 

kalamkari mandap décor employs, interchangeable panels, layered textiles, and customizable themes, enabling 

flexibility in design and installation.  

Material sustainability remains central to this transformation. Kalamkari continues to rely on natural dyes 

derived from plant sources such as indigo, madder, myrobalan, and iron solutions, ensuring minimal 

environmental impact. Biodegradable fabrics such as cotton and organic textiles are preferred, aligning with 

ecoconscious wedding trends. The use of reusable décor components further reduce waste, positioning 

Kalamkari mandap décor as an environmentally responsible alternative to synthetic and disposable wedding 

décor materials.  

This sustainable approach resonates strongly with contemporary consumers seeking ethical and eco-friendly 

wedding solutions. By emphasizing handcrafted quality, natural materials, and cultural storytelling, Kalamkari 

mandap décor offers both aesthetic distinction and environmental responsibility.  

3.Technological Adaptation and Customization  

While rooted in tradition, the transformation of kalamkari into mandap décor has been supported by selective 

technological interventions. Digital design visualization tools, including computer-aided design (CAD) 

software and virtual mock-ups, enable clients to preview décor layouts before production. This facilities 

customization based on venue size, colour preferences, ritual requirements, and thematic concepts.  

Technology also supports efficient scaling and production planning, standardized panel sizes, digital archiving 

of motifs, and coordinated artisan workflow allow for timely execution of large-scale wedding orders without 

compromising handcrafted quality. Social media platforms and e-commerce channels have further expanded 

market access, connecting artisans and craft enterprises directly with wedding planners, event designers and 

consumers.  

Rather than replacing traditional skills, technology functions as a enabling tool that enhances design 

communication, market reach, and operational efficiency, ensuring the craft’s relevance in a competitive and 

fast-paced market.  

4. Socio-Economic Impact and Craft Entrepreneurship  

The emergence of Kalamkari-based marriage mandap décor has generated significant socio-economic benefits 

for artisan communities. Increased demand for large-scale ceremonial textiles has created steady employment 

opportunities, particularly for women artisans engaged in drawing, dye preparation, and painting. Women-led 

micro-enterprises and self-help group plays a crucial role in production and coordination, contributing to 

financial independence and community empowerment.  

This diversification into ceremonial décor has improved income stability for artisans bu moving beyond 

seasonal and small-scale product scales product scales. Craft-based enterprises adopting this model have been 

able to access higher-value markets, negotiate fair pricing, and establish long-term collaborations with 

wedding planners and cultural event organizers.  

Moreover, this transformation supports the preservation of intangible cultural heritage. By embedding 

kalamkari within contemporary rituals, the craft remains culturally relevant and intergenerational knowledge 

transfer is sustained. Younger artisans are more inclined to continue the tradition when it offers viable 

economic prospects and creative engagement.  
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5. Kalamkari Mandap décor as a Sustainable Business Model  

The integration of Srikalahasti Kalamkari into marriage mandap décor represents a replicable model of 

sustainable heritage-based entrepreneurship. The model combines cultural authenticity with innovation, 

ecofriendly materials, modular design systems, and market responsiveness. Value addition occurs through 

customization, storytelling, and experiential design, allowing artisans to command premium pricing while 

maintaining ethical production practices.  

This approach aligns with broader frameworks of sustainable development, addressing economic viability, 

social equity, and environmental responsibility. By positioning Kalamkari within the Experiential wedding 

economy, the craft transcends its traditional confines and enters a high-growth creative industry without losing 

its identity.  

CONCLUSION  

This study demonstrates that the application of Srikalahasti Kalamkari in marriage mandap décor offers a 

viable pathway foe sustainable growth, technological adaptability, and cultural preservation. Through design 

innovation, eco-conscious materials, and strategic use of technology, Kalamkari has successfully transitioned 

from a temple-centric narrative textile to a contemporary ceremonial décor solution.  

The findings highlight the potential of traditional crafts to thrive within modern experiential markets when 

supported by thoughtful innovation and inclusive business models. The Kalamkari mandap décor model 

contributes to artisan livelihood enhancement, women-led entrepreneurship, and the safeguarding of intangible 

cultural heritage. As such, it offers a valuable framework for integrating indigenous art forms into evolving 

cultural and creative industries, ensuring their relevance and resilience in the global marketplace.  

BIBLIOGRAPHY/ REFERENCES  

1. Chamarty, P. (2004). Kalamkari and chintz: A post-colonial reassessment of entangled textile histories. 

Journal of South Asian Material Culture, 6(2), 45-62.  

2. Preserving tradition: Sustainable practices in Kalamkari art with natural dyes. (2016). Indian Journal of 

Traditional Knowledge, 15(4), 620-627.  

3. Reviving tradition: Exploring sustainable practices in Kalamkari art form for artisan employment and 

cultural preservation. (2018). International Journal of Heritage Studies, 24(3), 289-305.  

4. Innovation in traditional handicraft companies towards sustainable development. (2019). Journal of 

sustainable design and creative industries, 8(1), 33-47.  

5. Traditional embroidery revival for sustainability: A systematic literature review and bibliometric 

analysis. (2020). Sustainability, 12(14), 1-21.  

6. Sustainable cultural innovation practice: Heritage education in universities and creative inheritances of 

intangible cultural heritage craft. (2021). Journal of Cultural Heritage Management and Sustainable 

Development, 11(2), 185-201.  

7. An exploration of the relevance between sustainable craft and service design. (2020). Design Journal, 

23(4), 523-541.  

8. Business models for cultural heritage adaptive reuse. (2019). Journal of Cultural Economics, 43(2), 

241-259.  

9. Proposal of a global handicraft index for sustainable development: A visionary approach for small 

industries and rural handicrafts. (2017). International Journal of Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 

5(3), 67-82.  

10. A design thinking-based study on the prospects for sustainable development of traditional handicrafts. 

(2022). Journal of Design Research, 20(1), 88-104.  

11. Shah, R., & Sharan, S. (2023). Symbolism and sustainability in natural dye-based textile traditions of 

India. Textile History, 54(1), 78-96.  

12. Srivastava, R., Rao, M., &Kaur, P. (2020). Global trade and transformation of Indian painted textile: 

Kalamkari in historical perspective. Textile society of American Symposium Proceedings, 7, 112-121.  

http://www.rsisinternational.org/


Page 312 www.rsisinternational.org 

International Conference on Emerging Markets (ICEM) 2026 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCE (IJRISS) 

ISSN No. 2454-6186 | DOI: 10.47772/IJRISS | Volume X Issue XIX February 2026  

a  

13. Sravani, K., & Varma, R. (2018). Narrative traditions and stylistic evolution of Srikalahasti Kalamkari. 

Journal of Indian Art History, 9(1), 55-68.  

14. Townsend, J. (2011). Indian textiles: Techniques, traditions, and trade. London: Thames&Husdon.   

http://www.rsisinternational.org/

