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INTRODUCTION 

The role of mythology in shaping religious sites and influencing pilgrimage traditions is well-documented in 

religious studies. Tirumala, situated in Andhra Pradesh, is one of the most visited temples globally, attracting 

millions of devotees annually. The legend of Lord Venkateswara (an incarnation of Vishnu) forms the bedrock 

of the temple’s spiritual and historical significance. Its religious prominence is deeply intertwined with 

mythological narratives that continue to shape devotion, cultural identity, and religious practices. This research 

explores the interplay between mythology and religious eminence, analyzing how divine legends contribute to 

the temple’s significance and sustain its status as a major spiritual and economic centre. Drawing from texts such 

as the VenkatachalaMahatyam and Sri VenkateswaraIthihasaMaala, these studies examines key mythological 

foundations, including the descent of Lord Venkateswara, the celestial marriage with Padmavathi, and the divine 

debt to Kubera. These myths not only reinforce pilgrim faith but also establish religious traditions such as 

tonsuring, financial offerings, and annual festivals like the Brahmotsavam. 

The integration of mythology into historical records, particularly through inscriptions from the Pallava, Chola, 

and Vijayanagara periods, further legitimizes the temple’s sacred status. The study highlights how these 

narratives influence economic contributions, cultural expressions in literature and performing arts, and the 

temple’s unparalleled popularity. However, challenges such as commercialization of devotion, environmental 

sustainability, and preservation of oral traditions pose significant concerns. Despite these issues, the mythology 

surrounding Tirumala remains a driving force behind its global religious appeal.By examining the enduring 

power of mythological narratives, this research underscores how sacred stories shape not just religious beliefs 

but also socio-economic and cultural dynamics. The case of Tirumala exemplifies the profound impact of 

mythology on religious sites, demonstrating the seamless fusion of history, devotion, and cultural identity that 

continues to inspire millions of pilgrims worldwide. 

Mythological Foundations of Tirumala Temple 

The mythology surrounding Tirumala is deeply rooted in Hindu religious texts, particularly the VarahaPurana 

,BhavishyottaraPurana  and the VenkatachalaMahatyam. These texts narrate the divine journey of Lord 

Venkateswara, who is believed to have descended to Earth to rescue humanity from suffering. Lord 

Venkateswara, an incarnation of Vishnu, the temple’s origins are deeply embedded in Hindu mythology, 

particularly in texts such as the VarahaPurana and the BhavishyottaraPurana. The legends surrounding Tirumala 

contribute to its religious significance and continue to attract millions of devotees annually. 

The Descent of Lord Venkateswara 

According to the VarahaPurana, Lord Vishnu descended to Earth as Venkateswara to rescue humanity from the 

trials of the Kali Yuga. The legend states that Vishnu took residence on the Tirumala hills after a disagreement 

with Goddess Lakshmi and sought refuge in an anthill under a tamarind tree. Moved by his plight, Vakula Devi, 

an incarnation of Yashoda, the foster mother of Krishna, cared for him. This mythological episode establishes 

the divine presence of Lord Venkateswara in the region and underscores the temple’s sanctity (Shastri 

45).Another significant legend involves the marriage of Lord Venkateswara to Padmavati, the daughter of King 

Akasha Raja. According to the BhavishyottaraPurana, the wedding required substantial wealth, leading Lord 

Vishnu to borrow from Kubera, the god of wealth. Devotees believe that their offerings at the Tirumala Temple 
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contribute toward repaying this divine debt, thus reinforcing the importance of donations and service at the 

temple (Subramanian 112). Additionally, the temple is linked to the sacred seven hills, which represent the 

serpent Adisesha, the celestial bed of Lord Vishnu. Mythology states that Adisesha manifested as the hills to 

serve as the eternal abode of Vishnu, further solidifying the temple's divine connection (Raghavan 89). These 

mythological narratives are central to the faith and devotion of millions of worshippers. The enduring traditions 

and religious customs practiced at Tirumala Temple are deeply intertwined with these ancient legends, 

highlighting the temple’s significance as a spiritual center in Hinduism. 

The Kubera Loan Myth 

According to the BhavishyottaraPurana, Lord Venkateswara descended to Earth to alleviate human suffering in 

the Kali Yuga. During his time on Earth, he wished to marry Padmavati, the daughter of King Akasha Raja. 

However, arranging the divine wedding required immense wealth, prompting Lord Vishnu to seek financial 

assistance from Kubera, the god of wealth. Kubera granted Lord Venkateswara a significant loan to cover the 

wedding expenses, under the condition that it must be repaid in full (Subramanian 112). 

This mythological episode has profound implications for devotees visiting Tirumala. Many believe that the 

contributions made at the temple, whether in the form of money, gold, or other offerings, symbolize the 

repayment of this celestial debt. The tradition of donating to the temple continues to thrive, reinforcing the faith 

that devotees play an active role in fulfilling Lord Venkateswara’s financial obligation to Kubera (Shastri 78). 

The mythology of the Kubera Loan also highlights the concept of divine economy, where celestial transactions 

mirror human financial systems. The belief that Lord Venkateswara remains indebted fosters a culture of 

continuous giving, making Tirumala one of the wealthiest religious institutions in the world. Additionally, it 

underscores the virtue of devotion and selfless service, as devotees willingly contribute to support the temple’s 

maintenance and charitable activities (Raghavan 95).This enduring legend shapes the religious and cultural 

landscape of Tirumala, illustrating the intersection of mythology, faith, and economic traditions. By participating 

in this age-old practice, devotees strengthen their spiritual connection with Lord Venkateswara while upholding 

an ancient myth that continues to define the temple’s legacy. 

The Brahmotsavam Festival 

Another mythological tradition associated with the temple is the Brahmotsavam, believed to be initiated by 

Lord Brahma himself. This festival, celebrated annually, attracts millions of pilgrims and reinforces the temple’s 

divine sanctity.According to Hindu mythology, the Brahmotsavam festival was first performed by Lord Brahma 

himself to honor Lord Venkateswara. The word Brahmotsavam translates to “Grand Celebration by Brahma.” 

Legends state that Lord Brahma, the creator of the universe, descended to Earth and conducted this sacred festival 

to cleanse humanity from sins and to commemorate the manifestation of Lord Venkateswara on the Tirumala 

hills (Shastri 102). This divine act is believed to have set the precedent for the annual Brahmotsavam celebrations 

held at the temple. 

The festival, lasting for nine days, includes several grand processions of Lord Venkateswara in different vahanas 

(divine vehicles), such as the Garuda Vahana and the SimhaVahana(Srinivasan 67). Devotees believe that 

participating in the Brahmotsavam ensures divine blessings, prosperity, and liberation from past karmic deeds. 

The Sri VenkatachalaMahatyam, a significant Telugu literary work, elaborates on the importance of this festival 

and its celestial origins (Murty 67). 

The Brahmotsavam is deeply embedded in Telugu religious traditions, and classical Telugu texts highlight its 

spiritual benefits. The Sri PadmavatiParinayam, another revered Telugu scripture, describes the festivities in 

detail and the role of celestial beings in the celebrations(Shulman 123). These texts reinforce the grandeur and 

the divine essence of the festival, making it one of the most anticipated events in the Hindu religious calendar 

(Rao 154).This festival’s enduring popularity reflects the deep faith and devotion of millions of devotees who 

gather at Tirumala annually. The Brahmotsavam not only serves as a spiritual event but also as a cultural and 

religious spectacle, reinforcing the temple’s significance as a center of devotion and divine grace. The annual  
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Brahmotsavam at Tirumala usually takes place in September or October (Purattasi month in Tamil 

calendar/Asvina month). It lasts nine days, featuring grand processions. Occasionally, a second "Navaratri 

Brahmotsavam" occurs, typically falling in October. Vaikunta Ekadasi: December - January. Vasanthotsavam 

(Spring Festival): March – April Other key festivals: Teppotsavam (March/April), Pavitrotsavam (August), and 

Annamacharya Vardhanti (May) 

Historical Evolution and Mythological Integration 

The earliest references to the temple date back to the Pallava and Chola periods. The Pallavas, who ruled parts 

of South India from the 4th to the 9th century CE, made early contributions to the temple’s infrastructure. Later, 

the Cholas (9th to 13th century CE) expanded the temple complex and provided significant endowments for its 

maintenance (Sastri 198).The most transformative period in the history of the Tirumala Temple occurred during 

the Vijayanagara Empire (14th to 17th century CE). The Vijayanagara rulers, particularly Krishnadevaraya, 

played a crucial role in the temple’s expansion. Inscriptional evidence from this period highlights: 

Contributions by rulers who believed their legitimacy was enhanced by their devotion to Lord Venkateswara. 

Krishnadevaraya, for example, donated a golden crown and several gold ornaments to the deity, reinforcing his 

divine right to rule (Raghavan 134).The integration of mythological references in temple inscriptions, reinforcing 

the temple’s divine origins. Many of these inscriptions describe the temple as a sacred site where Lord Vishnu 

descended to Earth, aligning historical patronage with religious belief (Subramanian 88).The role of religious 

endowments in sustaining pilgrimage traditions.Vijayanagara rulers established a structured administrative 

system, ensuring a steady flow of donations to support the temple’s activities, including its famous 

Brahmotsavam festival (Murty 75). 

Despite its historical evolution, the Tirumala Temple remains deeply connected to Hindu mythology. The 

temple’s inscriptions and rituals consistently emphasize the legend of Lord Venkateswara’s descent to Earth. 

The Kubera Loan Myth, for instance, is not only a religious belief but also a justification for the temple’s vast 

wealth and ongoing donations from devotees (Shastri 112).The temple’s connection to Adisesha, the serpent on 

whom Lord Vishnu rests, is another example of mythological integration. The seven hills of Tirumala are 

believed to represent Adisesha, further embedding mythological symbolism in the temple’s geographical and 

architectural features (Rao 156). 

Pilgrim Faith and the Power of Mythology 

The strong devotion among pilgrims is largely fuelled by the temple’s mythological significance. Devotees view 

their journey to Tirumala as a sacred duty, with rituals and practices deeply embedded in the mythological 

context: 

Tonsuring and Offering Hair 

The ritual of mokku (hair tonsure) is rooted in Venkateswara’s debt to Kubera. Legends assert that the deity 

vowed to repay his loan through devotees’ offerings, including their hair. Pilgrims shave their heads as a 

symbolic gesture of sharing Venkateswara’s burden, transforming a mythic vow into tangible 

piety.The TirumalaTirupatiDevasthanams (TTD) monetizes this practice, exporting 1,500 tons of hair 

annually and generating ₹700 crore (~$90 million) (TTD Annual Report 2022). The hair is auctioned globally, 

funding temple activities and charitable initiatives. This ritual exemplifies the interplay of faith and economics: 

• Spiritual Significance: Hair represents ego and materialism; shedding it signifies surrender (sharanagati) 

to the divine. 

• Social Equity: Regardless of caste or class, all pilgrims participate, embodying Hinduism’s egalitarian 

ideals (Eck 145). 
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The LadduPrasadam and Its Mythological Significance 

The distribution of TirupatiLaddu, the temple’s iconic prasadam, originates from the VarahaPurana legend 

where Vishnu, as Varaha, pledged to feed all pilgrims. Each laddu is sanctified through rituals, blending rice, 

jaggery, and ghee in ratios prescribed in Agama texts (TTD 2022). 

• Mythic Resonance: The laddu symbolizes Lakshmi’s blessings, as she is the goddess of prosperity 

(Annapurna). 

• Social Impact: Over 250,000 laddus are distributed daily, fostering communal harmony as devotees share 

the sacred food across caste lines (Srinivas 215). 

The Hundi Tradition and Financial Offerings 

Pilgrims donate vast sums of money and valuables to the temple, rooted in the belief of repaying Kubera’s loan. 

This tradition has transformed Tirumala into one of the wealthiest religious institutions in the world, 

demonstrating the power of mythological narratives in driving economic and religious fervour. 

Rituals of Divine Intimacy 

Seva (service) and darshan (sacred viewing) are cornerstones of Tirumala’s ritual framework. 

ThomalaSeva and Archana 

• Priests adorn Venkateswara with flowers while chanting Tiruppavai hymns. This ritual re-enacts the myth 

of Vakula Devi, Venkateswara’s foster mother, who decorated him daily (Narayan 78). 

• Archana: Devotees offer personalized prayers, reflecting Vishnu’s assurance in the BhagavataPurana: “I 

reside not in Vaikuntha (heaven), but in the hearts of my devotees” (Klostermaier 201). 

 

Darshan 

The act of darshan transcends mere viewing; it is a reciprocal exchange where the deity “sees” the devotee, 

granting blessings. Pilgrims endure hours in queues, mirroring Venkateswara’s penance, to experience this 

transformative moment. The temple’s VaikunthaDwaram (inner sanctum) is designed so that the deity’s eyes 

align with devotees of all heights, symbolizing universal grace (Waghorne 167). 

Cultural and Social Impact of Tirumala’s Mythology 

The mythology of Tirumala, centered on Lord Venkateswara, has profoundly shaped cultural identity and artistic 

expression across South India. Performing arts like Bharatanatyam and Kuchipudi draw deeply from Tirumala’s 

lore, with dancers enacting tales of the deity’s divine marriage, miracles, and benevolence. Iconic dance dramas 

such as BhamaKalapam and SrinivasaKalyanam immortalize these stories, blending spiritual devotion with 

artistic tradition and ensuring their relevance for new generations. Similarly, Carnatic music compositions, 

particularly the works of saint-poet Annamacharya, celebrate Venkateswara’s glory, embedding his mythology 

into the fabric of classical arts. 

The temple’s myths also thrive in literature and folklore, narrated through regional languages like Telugu, Tamil, 

and Kannada. Texts such as the VenkatachalaMahatyam and oral ballads passed down by wandering minstrels 

(e.g., Harikatha performers) amplify the deity’s legends, reinforcing moral values and community bonds. These 

stories often emphasize themes of humility, divine grace, and social harmony, resonating with rural and urban 

audiences alike. Folktales of Venkateswara blessing devotees regardless of caste or status have further cemented 

his role as an egalitarian symbol, strengthening the temple’s cultural legacy. 

Modern media and cinema have amplified Tirumala’s mythological reach, translating ancient narratives into 

accessible formats. Films like Sri VenkateswaraMahatyam and documentaries exploring the temple’s history 
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blend devotion with visual storytelling, captivating global audiences. Television serials and digital platforms 

also retell tales of Venkateswara’s compassion, such as his protection of devotees during crises, bridging 

generational gaps and fostering renewed interest in tradition. This media proliferation ensures the mythology’s 

survival in an increasingly secular world while highlighting its timeless spiritual appeal. 

Challenges and Preservation Efforts 

Despite its spiritual eminence, Tirumala faces pressing challenges, including the commercialization of devotion. 

The surge in pilgrimage tourism has led to commodified services, from VIP darshan tickets to expensive 

accommodation packages, risking the dilution of authentic spiritual experiences. Critics argue that such practices 

prioritize profit over piety, alienating marginalized devotees. However, temple authorities strive to balance 

accessibility with tradition, maintaining free rituals like tonsuring and subsidized prasadam to uphold 

inclusivity.Efforts to safeguard mythological preservation are equally critical. Ancient oral traditions, such as 

the recitation of DivyaPrabandham hymns, risk fading as younger generations gravitate toward digital mediums. 

To counter this, institutions like the TirumalaTirupatiDevasthanams (TTD) archive manuscripts, digitize 

scriptures, and sponsor workshops to train storytellers. Collaborative projects with scholars aim to authenticate 

and contextualize myths, ensuring their historical and theological integrity endures. 

Environmental sustainability remains another urgent concern. The annual influx of 20–30 million pilgrims 

strains Tirumala’s fragile ecosystem, exacerbating water scarcity, waste management issues, and deforestation. 

In response, initiatives like the Tirumala-Tirupati Green Pilgrimage Project promote afforestation, solar energy 

adoption, and plastic-free zones. These measures seek to harmonize devotional practices with ecological 

responsibility, preserving the region’s sanctity for future generations. By addressing these challenges 

holistically, Tirumala’s legacy as a cultural and spiritual beacon remains resilient in a rapidly changing world. 

CONCLUSION 

The mythology of Tirumala temple, anchored in divine legends like Lord Venkateswara’s descent, the celestial 

marriage to Padmavathi, and the Kubera loan, has indelibly shaped its religious eminence. These narratives, 

enshrined in texts such as the VarahaPurana and VenkatachalaMahatyam, transcend spirituality, driving socio-

economic and cultural dynamics. Pilgrim rituals tonsuring, laddu offerings, and financial donations embody 

mythic vows, blending devotion with a divine economy that sustains the temple’s status as a global spiritual and 

economic powerhouse. Historically, dynasties like the Pallavas, Cholas, and Vijayanagara rulers legitimized 

these myths through inscriptions and patronage, embedding them into the region’s cultural identity. Artistic 

expressions in dance, music, and literature further amplify Tirumala’s lore, fostering communal harmony and 

moral values. However, challenges like commercialization, environmental strain, and fading oral traditions 

threaten its sanctity. Yet, preservation efforts, from digitizing scriptures to eco-initiatives, reflect a commitment 

to balancing tradition with modernity. Ultimately, Tirumala’s enduring appeal lies in its ability to weave 

mythology into lived devotion, proving that sacred narratives remain vital in sustaining heritage, faith, and 

collective identity across generations. 
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