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ABSTRACT 

Party politics in Nigeria often reflects the broader tensions inherent in democratic governance, and Rivers State 

presents a particularly compelling case of the complexities associated with intra-party rivalry, elite 

competition, and political realignments. As one of the most politically strategic and economically significant 

states in the Niger Delta region, Rivers State has experienced persistent political tensions that reveal the 

challenges of sustaining democratic stability within a multi-party system. This study examines the dynamics, 

causes, and implications of party politics in Rivers State with particular attention to the struggles for political 

control, factional divisions within dominant parties, and the influence of political elites in shaping party 

structures. The paper adopts a qualitative and analytical approach, drawing on historical analysis, political 

reports, and scholarly literature to explore the evolution of party politics in the state. It highlights how conflicts 

within major political parties such as the People's Democratic Party and the All  Progressives Congress have 

contributed to political instability, governance challenges, and disruptions in policy implementation. The study 

further examines the role of political actors, institutions, and electoral processes in either intensifying or 

mediating political conflicts. Findings suggest that the persistence of elite dominance, weak internal party 

democracy, and personal political interests have significantly shaped the trajectory of party politics in the state. 

The paper concludes that strengthening institutional frameworks, promoting internal party democracy, and 

encouraging political tolerance are essential for enhancing democratic governance and stability in Rivers State 

and Nigeria at large. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Party politics constitutes a central pillar of democratic governance in Nigeria. Since the return to civil rule in 

1999, political parties have functioned as institutional platforms for political competition, representation, and 

leadership recruitment. Ideally, political parties serve as mechanisms for aggregating citizens’ interests, 

organizing electoral participation, and facilitating accountability in governance. However, the Nigerian party 

system has often been characterized by weak ideological foundations, elite domination, factional struggles, and 

frequent defections among political actors. Scholars observe that internal party crises and leadership conflicts 

frequently undermine democratic consolidation and weaken governance outcomes in the country. Persistent 

disputes within parties distract them from their core responsibilities of policy formulation, accountability, and 

effective governance, thereby limiting the delivery of democratic dividends to citizens. In addition, the absence 

of strong internal party democracy and institutional regulation has encouraged political manipulation, electoral 

violence, and intense elite competition within the political system (RSIS International). 

Despite its strategic significance, Rivers State has been marked by persistent political tensions, particularly 

within dominant political parties. In recent years, intra-party rivalry and elite competition have intensified 

political conflicts in the state. One of the most prominent examples is the political confrontation between the 

incumbent governor, Siminalayi Fubara, and his predecessor, Nyesom Wike, which has generated a prolonged 

struggle for political influence. The conflict has involved the state legislature, party leadership structures, and 

federal political actors, leading to legislative crises, impeachment attempts, and governance disruptions. At one 

point, the political crisis escalated to the declaration of a state of emergency in the state, reflecting the depth of 

institutional breakdown and the strategic importance of restoring political stability in the region (AP News). 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
https://doi.org/10.47772/IJRISS.2026.100500524
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrias/view/the-security-implications-of-political-disputes-in-nigeria?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/2c0384cc4ce3432e075c153a33eea144?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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The burning of part of the state House of Assembly complex and subsequent political confrontations further 

illustrate the intensity of factional struggles within the state’s political landscape (The Guardian Nigeria). 

Research Questions 

The study is guided by the following research questions: 

1. What historical and structural factors shape party politics in Rivers State? 

2. What are the major causes of political conflicts and intra-party rivalry in the state? 

3. How do these political tensions affect governance and democratic consolidation in Rivers State? 

4. What strategies can be adopted to strengthen internal party democracy and political stability in the 

state? 

Conceptual Clarifications and Theoretical Framework 

Concept of Party Politics 

Party politics refers to the activities, organization, and competition of political parties in the struggle for 

political power within a democratic system. Political parties are fundamental institutions of democracy because 

they serve as vehicles for political participation, interest aggregation, leadership recruitment, and policy 

articulation. According to Richard S. Katz and Peter Mair, political parties function as intermediaries between 

the state and society by organizing political competition and structuring electoral choices for citizens (Katz & 

Mair, 2018). In democratic systems, the strength and institutionalization of political parties significantly 

influence the quality of governance and democratic consolidation. 

In Nigeria, party politics has played a crucial role in shaping the democratic process since the country returned 

to civil rule in 1999. However, scholars have noted that the Nigerian party system is characterized by weak 

ideological foundations, elite domination, and unstable party structures. J. Shola Omotola (2015) argues that 

Nigerian political parties often operate as instruments for elite competition rather than ideological platforms 

for policy development. Similarly, Ayoade John (2019) observes that party politics in Nigeria is frequently 

driven by patronage networks and political opportunism, resulting in frequent defections and internal party 

crises. 

Political Conflict and Power Struggles 

Political conflict is a natural feature of democratic politics where different actors compete for power, 

influence, and access to state resources. In Nigeria, political conflict is often intensified by the absence of clear 

ideological differences among parties and the dominance of political elites in party structures. According to 

Okechukwu Ibeanu (2016), political competition in Nigeria frequently revolves around the control of state 

resources rather than ideological debates about policy alternatives. This situation encourages intense struggles 

among political actors seeking access to political power. A major dimension of political conflict in Nigerian 

party politics is the challenge of internal party democracy. Internal party democracy refers to the participation 

of party members in decision-making processes such as leadership selection, candidate nomination, and policy 

formulation. Samuel Egwu (2018) argues that the lack of transparent and participatory internal party 

mechanisms often leads to candidate imposition, manipulation of party primaries, and disputes among party 

members. These practices frequently trigger factional crises within political parties. 

Theoretical Framework 

Elite Theory 

Elite theory provides a useful framework for understanding the dynamics of party politics in Nigeria. The 

theory suggests that political power in society is concentrated in the hands of a small group of elites who 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
https://guardian.ng/politics/fubara-wike-rekindle-rivalry-battle-for-the-soul-of-rivers/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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control political institutions and decision-making processes. The classical foundations of elite theory are 

associated with scholars such as Vilfredo Pareto and Gaetano Mosca, who argued that every society is 

governed by a minority elite that exercises political authority. Contemporary political analysts apply this 

theory to explain how political elites dominate party structures and shape political outcomes. In the Nigerian 

context, elite dominance is evident in the way influential political actors control party leadership, determine 

candidate selection, and influence electoral outcomes. Okwudiba Nnoli (2016) observes that Nigerian politics 

is largely driven by elite competition for control of state resources, which often manifests in intense political 

rivalries within political parties. 

Conflict Theory 

Conflict theory provides another important framework for analyzing party politics. The theory, which has its 

roots in the works of Karl Marx, emphasizes that social and political conflicts arise from struggles over power, 

resources, and influence. Within the context of party politics, conflict theory suggests that political parties 

often become arenas where competing interests struggle for political dominance. According to Claude Ake 

(2017), political conflict in Nigeria is frequently driven by competition for access to state resources and control 

of political institutions. Because political office is often associated with economic benefits and patronage 

opportunities, competition among political actors tends to be intense and sometimes destabilizing. 

Democratic Consolidation Theory 

Democratic consolidation theory focuses on the processes through which democratic institutions become 

stable, legitimate, and resilient. According to Larry Diamond (2015), democratic consolidation occurs when 

democratic norms, institutions, and practices become firmly established and widely accepted within a political 

system. Political parties play a critical role in this process because they structure political competition and 

promote citizen participation. However, weak party institutionalization and persistent intra-party conflicts can 

hinder democratic consolidation. Staffan I. Lindberg (2020) argues that stable and internally democratic 

political parties are essential for strengthening democratic governance in emerging democracies such as 

Nigeria. 

The theoretical perspectives discussed above provide important insights into the dynamics of party politics in 

Rivers State. Elite theory helps explain the influence of powerful political actors who dominate party structures 

and political decision-making in the state. Conflict theory highlights the intense competition for political 

power and resources among political elites. Meanwhile, democratic consolidation theory emphasizes the need 

for strong party institutions and internal democracy to promote political stability. In Rivers State, the 

interactions among political elites, party institutions, and state resources have created a complex political 

environment characterized by factional struggles and shifting alliances. These dynamics demonstrate how the 

broader structural challenges of Nigerian party politics manifest at the subnational level, thereby making 

Rivers State an important case for understanding the complexities of party politics in Nigeria. 

Historical Evolution of Party Politics in Rivers State 

Early Political Developments in Rivers State 

The political history of Rivers State is closely connected with the broader struggle for minority rights and 

political representation in Nigeria’s Niger Delta region. Prior to the creation of the state in 1967, the ethnic 

groups that presently constitute Rivers State were part of the old Eastern Region dominated by the Igbo 

majority. Minority ethnic groups such as the Ijaw, Ikwerre, Ogoni, Kalabari, and others felt politically 

marginalized within the regional structure and demanded greater autonomy and representation. These 

agitations led to the formation of political movements advocating minority rights and administrative 

restructuring. According to Okwudiba Nnoli (2016), minority agitation in the Niger Delta significantly shaped 

the political evolution of the region and contributed to the eventual restructuring of Nigeria’s federal system. 

The creation of Rivers State in 1967 by the military government of Yakubu Gowon was partly a response to 

these minority demands and the need to weaken regional political dominance during the Nigerian Civil War. 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
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The establishment of the new state created opportunities for local political participation and leadership 

development among the various ethnic groups in the area. Scholars note that the formation of Rivers State also 

marked the beginning of distinct political alignments and elite competition within the new administrative unit 

(Suberu, 2015). The First Republic (1960–1966) was characterized by regional party dominance across 

Nigeria. In the Eastern Region, where Rivers people were politically located before state creation, political 

competition was largely dominated by the National Council of Nigerian Citizens. However, minority groups 

often felt excluded from meaningful participation in regional governance. According to Rotimi Suberu (2015), 

minority dissatisfaction with the dominant regional party structure played a crucial role in shaping the politics 

of the Niger Delta and later influenced the political trajectory of Rivers State after its creation. 

During the Second Republic (1979–1983), political parties re-emerged after a prolonged period of military 

rule. Rivers State witnessed active participation in national party politics with parties such as the National 

Party of Nigeria, the Unity Party of Nigeria, and the Nigerian Peoples Party competing for political influence. 

The period was characterized by intense competition among emerging political elites seeking to consolidate 

power in the newly created state. However, political instability, electoral controversies, and internal party 

conflicts weakened democratic institutions across the country, culminating in the military coup of 1983 

(Diamond, 2015). 

The Impact of Military Rule on Party Structures 

Military rule profoundly altered the trajectory of party politics in Rivers State and Nigeria as a whole. From 

1983 to 1999, Nigeria experienced prolonged military governance under successive regimes that suspended 

democratic institutions and banned political parties. During this period, political participation was restricted, 

and civilian political structures were largely dismantled. According to Larry Diamond (2015), military regimes 

in Nigeria disrupted the institutional development of political parties and weakened democratic political 

culture. 

Despite the suppression of formal party politics, informal political networks and elite alliances continued to 

develop within Rivers State. Political elites maintained influence through bureaucratic positions, business 

networks, and informal patronage systems. Scholars such as J. Shola Omotola (2017) argue that the legacy of 

military rule contributed to the personalization of politics in Nigeria, where political power became closely 

associated with individual actors rather than strong political institutions. The brief transition programs initiated 

by military rulers such as Ibrahim Babangida also influenced party politics in the state. Babangida introduced 

two government-created political parties the Social Democratic Party and the National Republican 

Convention—as part of a controlled transition to civilian rule in the early 1990s. Although the transition 

ultimately collapsed, the experience contributed to the re-emergence of civilian political actors who later 

played prominent roles in the Fourth Republic. 

Party Politics in the Fourth Republic (1999–Present) 

The return to democratic governance in 1999 marked a new phase in the evolution of party politics in Rivers 

State. The Fourth Republic witnessed the emergence of competitive multi-party politics, with the People's 

Democratic Party initially dominating the political landscape of the state. Rivers State became one of the 

strongholds of the party, producing influential political leaders and playing a significant role in national 

political dynamics. Political leadership in the state during the early years of the Fourth Republic was shaped by 

prominent figures such as Peter Odili, whose administration (1999–2007) consolidated the dominance of the 

ruling party and established strong political networks within the state. Subsequent administrations continued to 

influence party politics through shifting alliances and internal party struggles. In recent years, party politics in 

Rivers State has been characterized by intense rivalry between major political actors and competing factions 

within dominant parties. The political conflict involving the current governor, Siminalayi Fubara, and his 

predecessor, Nyesom Wike, illustrates the persistent challenges of intra-party rivalry and elite competition in 

the state. Scholars like Samuel Egwu (2020) notes that such political conflicts often reflect broader structural 

weaknesses in Nigeria’s party system, particularly the absence of strong internal democratic mechanisms and 

institutionalized conflict resolution processes. Overall, the historical evolution of party politics in Rivers State 

reveals a pattern shaped by minority struggles for representation, elite competition, military intervention, and 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
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the challenges of democratic consolidation in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. Understanding this historical 

trajectory is essential for analyzing the contemporary complexities of party politics in the state. 

Key Political Actors and Party Structures in Rivers State 

Political parties constitute the principal institutions through which political competition and governance are 

organized in Rivers State. Since the beginning of the Fourth Republic in 1999, party politics in the state has 

largely revolved around dominant national political parties, particularly the People's Democratic Party and the 

All Progressives Congress. These parties have played central roles in shaping electoral outcomes, leadership 

recruitment, and governance in the state. For a considerable period, the People's Democratic Party maintained 

a strong political presence in Rivers State, particularly during the administrations of Peter Odili, Chibuike 

Rotimi Amaechi, and Nyesom Wike. The dominance of the party during these periods reflected its extensive 

grassroots networks and control of state political institutions. According to J. Shola Omotola (2015), dominant 

political parties in Nigeria often maintain their influence through patronage systems, elite alliances, and access 

to state resources. 

The emergence of the All Progressives Congress in 2013 significantly altered the dynamics of party 

competition across Nigeria, including Rivers State. The party became a major opposition force and attracted 

several influential politicians. For instance, Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi defected from the People's Democratic 

Party to the All Progressives Congress during the political realignments preceding the 2015 general elections, 

thereby intensifying party rivalry within the state. Scholars argue that such political defections are common 

features of Nigeria’s party system due to the absence of strong ideological distinctions between parties (Egwu, 

2018). 

Governors occupy a central position in the political structure of Rivers State. As chief executives of the state, 

governors wield significant influence over party structures, political appointments, and electoral mobilization. 

This influence often allows them to shape the internal dynamics of their political parties and determine the 

direction of political alliances within the state. According to Samuel Egwu (2020), state governors in Nigeria 

frequently act as the dominant figures within their party structures due to their control over political patronage 

and administrative resources. In Rivers State, successive governors have played decisive roles in determining 

party leadership, candidate selection, and political strategy. For example, the administrations of Peter Odili, 

Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, and Nyesom Wike significantly influenced the organization and dominance of their 

respective political parties in the state. More recently, political tensions between the current governor, 

Siminalayi Fubara, and his predecessor, Nyesom Wike, have demonstrated the powerful role governors and 

former governors play in shaping party dynamics. Such conflicts illustrate how leadership struggles within 

political parties can generate broader political crises affecting legislative institutions and governance 

processes. 

Contemporary Political Crisis and Party Rivalries 

Intra-party conflict has become a recurring feature of party politics in Rivers State and Nigeria more broadly. 

Such conflicts often arise from disagreements over leadership positions, candidate nominations, control of 

party structures, and access to political resources. Scholars have noted that the weak institutionalization of 

political parties in Nigeria contributes significantly to these conflicts. According to J. Shola Omotola (2015), 

the absence of strong ideological foundations and clear party structures encourages political actors to prioritize 

personal ambitions over collective party interests, thereby intensifying internal disputes. 

Another major factor contributing to intra-party conflicts is the lack of internal party democracy. Internal party 

democracy involves transparent and participatory processes through which party members select leaders and 

candidates for elective positions. However, in many Nigerian political parties, candidate selection processes 

are often influenced by powerful political elites who impose preferred candidates. Samuel Egwu (2018) argues 

that the manipulation of party primaries and exclusion of grassroots members from decision-making processes 

frequently generates dissatisfaction and factional disputes within political parties. In Rivers State, these 

structural weaknesses have contributed to recurrent tensions within dominant political parties such as the 

People's Democratic Party and the All Progressives Congress. Disagreements among influential political actors 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
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over party leadership and political influence have repeatedly triggered internal crises, thereby destabilizing 

party unity. 

Leadership struggles represent another critical dimension of contemporary party rivalries in Rivers State. 

These struggles often involve competing factions within the same political party seeking control over party 

structures and political resources. According to Okwudiba Nnoli (2016), factional divisions within political 

parties frequently emerge when influential political elites attempt to consolidate power or challenge existing 

leadership arrangements. In recent years, one of the most notable leadership conflicts in Rivers State has 

involved the political rivalry between the incumbent governor, Siminalayi Fubara, and his predecessor, 

Nyesom Wike. The conflict has generated significant tensions within the state’s political structure, particularly 

within the People's Democratic Party. The dispute has extended to the state legislature and other political 

institutions, resulting in factional alignments among political actors. Scholars note that such leadership 

struggles often reflect deeper structural issues within Nigerian party politics, particularly the dominance of 

powerful political patrons who seek to maintain influence even after leaving office. According to Attahiru Jega 

(2017), conflicts between political incumbents and former officeholders are common in Nigeria’s political 

system due to the central role of patronage networks in sustaining political power. 

Implications of Party Politics for Governance and Development 

Impact on Policy Implementation 

Party politics plays a significant role in shaping governance outcomes and the effectiveness of policy 

implementation in democratic systems. In Rivers State, political rivalries and intra-party conflicts often 

influence the ability of government institutions to implement policies efficiently. When political actors are 

engaged in prolonged disputes over power and party leadership, governance priorities may be overshadowed 

by political interests. According to Larry Diamond (2015), effective governance in democratic societies 

requires stable political institutions and cohesive political parties capable of focusing on policy development 

and public administration. 

However, in Nigeria’s political environment, policy implementation is frequently affected by intense political 

competition and elite rivalry. When party structures become divided into factions, government officials may 

face resistance from opposing political actors within the same party or from rival parties. J. Shola Omotola 

(2015) argues that intra-party conflicts often divert attention from governance responsibilities and undermine 

the continuity of public policies. In Rivers State, political disputes within dominant parties have sometimes 

created administrative delays, thereby affecting the implementation of development programs and government 

initiatives. 

Political Instability and Governance Challenges 

Political instability is another significant consequence of intense party rivalry in Rivers State. Frequent 

conflicts among political actors, particularly within dominant political parties, have generated tensions that 

sometimes extend to legislative and administrative institutions. According to Samuel Egwu (2018), persistent 

political conflicts within party systems weaken democratic governance by creating institutional uncertainty and 

reducing the effectiveness of government decision-making processes. In Rivers State, political instability has 

occasionally manifested in legislative crises, disputes over party leadership, and confrontations between 

political factions. Such conflicts can disrupt legislative activities, delay budget approvals, and weaken 

cooperation between the executive and legislative branches of government. Scholars emphasize that stable 

political relationships among political actors are essential for maintaining effective governance and ensuring 

the smooth functioning of democratic institutions (Nnoli, 2016). 

Effects on Democratic Consolidation 

Democratic consolidation refers to the process through which democratic institutions, practices, and norms 

become firmly established within a political system. Political parties play a crucial role in this process by 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
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organizing political competition and providing platforms for citizen participation in governance. However, 

persistent intra-party conflicts and factional struggles can undermine democratic consolidation. 

According to Staffan I. Lindberg (2020), stable and internally democratic political parties are essential for 

strengthening democratic governance in emerging democracies. When political parties are dominated by 

powerful elites and characterized by weak internal democratic processes, they may fail to perform their 

democratic functions effectively. 

In Rivers State, the prevalence of leadership struggles, political defections, and factional divisions reflects 

broader challenges confronting Nigeria’s democratic system. Okwudiba Nnoli (2016) observes that elite-

driven political competition often weakens democratic institutions by prioritizing personal political interests 

over institutional stability. As a result, the persistence of party disputes can hinder the consolidation of 

democracy in the state. 

Consequences for Economic and Social Development in Rivers State 

The implications of party politics extend beyond governance structures to affect economic and social 

development. Rivers State is one of Nigeria’s most economically significant states due to its abundant oil 

resources and strategic role in the Niger Delta region.  

However, political instability and governance challenges may limit the state’s ability to fully utilize these 

resources for sustainable development. Political conflicts often create uncertainty within the economic 

environment, which can discourage investment and hinder development planning. According to Claude Ake 

(2017), political stability is an essential condition for economic development because it enables governments 

to implement long-term policies and development programs effectively. 

In addition, persistent political tensions may divert public resources and administrative attention away from 

critical sectors such as infrastructure development, education, healthcare, and environmental management. 

Scholars argue that when political actors prioritize power struggles over development goals, the welfare of 

citizens may be adversely affected (Egwu, 2020). Therefore, the dynamics of party politics in Rivers State 

have significant implications for governance efficiency, democratic stability, and sustainable development. 

Addressing these challenges requires strengthening political institutions, promoting internal party democracy, 

and encouraging political cooperation among competing political actors. 

Role of Institutions in Managing Political Conflict 

Role of the Judiciary in Resolving Political Disputes 

The judiciary plays a critical role in managing political conflicts and sustaining democratic governance in 

Nigeria. As an independent arm of government, the judiciary is responsible for interpreting the constitution, 

adjudicating electoral disputes, and resolving conflicts among political actors. In the context of party politics, 

courts often serve as the final arbiters in cases involving party primaries, electoral outcomes, and leadership 

disputes within political parties. According to Attahiru Jega (2017), the judiciary has become an important 

mechanism for conflict resolution in Nigeria’s democratic system, particularly in addressing disputes arising 

from electoral processes and intra-party disagreements. 

In Rivers State, political actors frequently resort to litigation when disputes arise over candidate nominations, 

party leadership, or electoral outcomes. Judicial intervention in such cases helps ensure that constitutional 

provisions and electoral laws are respected.  

However, scholars have also noted that the increasing reliance on the judiciary for political dispute resolution 

reflects the weakness of internal party conflict management mechanisms. J. Shola Omotola (2015) argues that 

while judicial intervention can restore legal order, excessive politicization of the courts may undermine public 

confidence in democratic institutions if judicial decisions are perceived as politically influenced. 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
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Electoral Management by the Independent National Electoral Commission 

Electoral institutions also play an essential role in managing political competition and preventing conflicts 

during elections. In Nigeria, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) is responsible for 

organizing and conducting elections, registering political parties, and ensuring compliance with electoral laws. 

Effective electoral management helps reduce tensions among political actors by providing transparent and 

credible electoral processes. The role of the Independent National Electoral Commission is particularly 

significant in states like Rivers where political competition is intense. Electoral disputes often arise from 

allegations of irregularities, vote manipulation, or disputes over candidate eligibility. According to Staffan I. 

Lindberg (2020), credible electoral management institutions are crucial for maintaining political stability and 

strengthening democratic governance in emerging democracies. In recent electoral cycles, efforts by the 

Independent National Electoral Commission to improve electoral transparency through technological 

innovations and regulatory reforms have contributed to enhancing electoral credibility in Nigeria. 

Nevertheless, challenges such as political interference, logistical constraints, and security concerns continue to 

affect the effectiveness of electoral management in highly competitive political environments such as Rivers 

State. 

Role of Civil Society and the Media 

Civil society organizations and the media also play vital roles in promoting political accountability and 

mediating political conflicts. Civil society groups engage in activities such as voter education, election 

monitoring, advocacy for democratic reforms, and conflict resolution initiatives. According to Larry Diamond 

(2015), vibrant civil society institutions contribute significantly to democratic consolidation by promoting 

transparency, civic participation, and accountability in governance. 

In Nigeria, civil society organizations often monitor elections, advocate electoral reforms, and provide 

platforms for dialogue among political actors. Their activities help reduce political tensions and encourage 

peaceful political participation. Similarly, the media serves as an important institution for informing the public, 

shaping political discourse, and promoting transparency in governance. Through investigative journalism and 

public debates, the media exposes electoral irregularities and political misconduct, thereby promoting 

accountability among political actors. However, scholars such as Samuel Egwu (2018) caution that the media 

must maintain professionalism and neutrality in order to avoid exacerbating political tensions through partisan 

reporting. 

Federal Government Intervention in State Politics 

The federal government also plays a significant role in managing political conflicts at the state level in 

Nigeria’s federal system. Through constitutional authority and security institutions, the federal government 

may intervene in situations where political crises threaten public order or democratic stability. Such 

interventions may involve mediation efforts, deployment of security agencies, or constitutional measures 

aimed at restoring political stability. According to Rotimi Suberu (2015), federal intervention in state politics 

is sometimes necessary to maintain national stability, particularly in cases where political conflicts escalate 

beyond the capacity of state institutions to manage. However, such interventions must be carefully balanced in 

order to respect the principles of federalism and state autonomy. In politically sensitive states such as Rivers 

State, the involvement of federal institutions often influences the resolution of political disputes. Federal actors 

may facilitate negotiations among rival factions or support institutional mechanisms designed to restore 

political order. Nevertheless, scholars emphasize that sustainable conflict management ultimately depends on 

strengthening democratic institutions, promoting internal party democracy, and encouraging political tolerance 

among competing political actors. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the analysis of party politics and governance in Rivers State, several key recommendations emerge to 

strengthen democratic stability and promote effective governance: 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/
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Strengthening Party Institutions 

A primary recommendation is the institutional strengthening of political parties at both the state and local 

levels. Strong party institutions provide a framework for internal governance, reduce elite domination, and 

enhance organizational cohesion. Scholars such as J. Shola Omotola (2015) argue that well-structured political 

parties with clear rules, functional committees, and codified procedures are better able to manage internal 

disputes and ensure continuity in governance. Parties in Rivers State should focus on developing robust 

organizational structures, enhancing communication channels between leadership and grassroots members, and 

institutionalizing mechanisms for accountability and performance evaluation. 

Promoting Transparent Leadership Selection Processes 

Transparent, inclusive, and participatory leadership selection processes are critical for reducing intra-party 

conflicts and fostering internal democracy. Party primaries and candidate nominations should be conducted 

openly, with clearly defined criteria and broad participation by party members. Samuel Egwu (2018) 

emphasizes that internal party democracy reduces elite manipulation and godfatherism, thereby mitigating 

factional rivalries. Rivers State political parties should adopt standardized procedures for leadership elections, 

ensure independent oversight of primaries, and facilitate dispute resolution mechanisms to handle grievances 

arising from leadership contests. 

Legal Reforms to Regulate Party Conflicts 

Legal reforms are essential to provide a regulatory framework for managing party conflicts and ensuring 

accountability. Existing legislation, including the Electoral Act and the Political Parties Code, should be 

strengthened to address internal party disputes, regulate party financing, and enforce compliance with 

democratic principles. According to Attahiru Jega (2017), judicial enforcement of political laws, combined 

with proactive legal mechanisms, can reduce litigations and promote predictable political outcomes. In 

addition, state and national governments should support mechanisms for arbitration and mediation within party 

structures to prevent conflicts from escalating into crises. 

Encouraging Political Tolerance and Democratic Culture 

Finally, fostering a culture of political tolerance and democratic participation is essential for sustainable 

governance in Rivers State. Political elites, party members, and the citizenry should be educated on democratic 

norms, including respect for opposition, acceptance of electoral outcomes, and adherence to rule of law. 

According to Larry Diamond (2015), cultivating democratic culture strengthens institutions, reduces political 

violence, and encourages constructive engagement between competing political actors. Civic education 

programs, media campaigns, and inclusive political dialogues can promote tolerance, enhance citizen 

participation, and ensure that party politics serves the broader developmental interests of the state. By 

implementing these recommendations strengthening party institutions, promoting transparent leadership 

selection, enacting legal reforms, and encouraging political tolerance—Rivers State can reduce intra-party 

conflicts, enhance governance, and create a stable political environment conducive to democratic consolidation 

and socio-economic development. 

CONCLUSION 

This study has examined the complexities of party politics in Rivers State, highlighting the interplay between 

political actors, party structures, and governance processes. The analysis reveals that political competition in 

the state is characterized by intense intra-party conflicts, elite dominance, factional divisions, and the persistent 

influence of political godfathers. Historical analysis shows that the evolution of party politics from early 

minority agitation, through the First and Second Republics, the period of military rule, and the Fourth Republic 

has shaped contemporary political dynamics and institutional weaknesses in Rivers State. The study also 

underscores the critical role of institutions in managing political conflicts. The judiciary, the Independent 

National Electoral Commission, civil society organizations, the media, and, to a limited extent, federal 

government interventions have all contributed to conflict resolution and the promotion of democratic norms. 
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However, the effectiveness of these mechanisms is constrained by weak institutionalization, political 

interference, and inadequate internal party democracy. 

Looking forward, the future of party politics in Rivers State depends on the capacity of political parties and 

state institutions to embrace reforms, strengthen internal democracy, and foster political tolerance. Enhancing 

leadership selection processes, institutionalizing conflict resolution mechanisms, and encouraging civic 

engagement are essential for reducing political instability and promoting effective governance. The 

consolidation of democratic norms within party structures can mitigate factionalism and defections, fostering a 

more predictable and stable political environment. 

The implications for Nigerian democracy are significant. The dynamics observed in Rivers State reflect 

broader challenges in Nigeria’s political system, including elite-driven politics, weak party institutionalization, 

and a limited culture of internal party democracy. Addressing these challenges at the state level can provide 

valuable lessons for democratic consolidation nationwide. Strengthened party structures, effective conflict 

management, and an engaged citizenry are crucial for ensuring that political competition contributes to 

governance, development, and the deepening of democratic culture in Nigeria. 

REFERENCES  

1. Ake, C. (2017). Democracy and development in Africa. Brookings Institution Press. 

2. Diamond, L. (2015). Facing up to the democratic recession. Journal of Democracy, 26(1), 141–155. 

https://doi.org/10.1353/jod.2015.0009 

3. Egwu, S. (2018). Political parties and democratic consolidation in Nigeria. African Journal of Political 

Science, 13(2), 45–60. 

4. Egwu, S. (2020). Party politics and democratic governance in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic. Journal of 

African Political Studies, 15(1), 23–40. 

5. Jega, A. (2017). Electoral reforms and democratic consolidation in Nigeria. Journal of African 

Elections, 16(2), 7–25. 

6. John, A. (2019). Party politics and political defections in Nigeria. Nigerian Journal of Political 

Behaviour, 9(1), 55–72. 

7. Katz, R. S., & Mair, P. (2018). Democracy and the cartelization of political parties. Oxford University 

Press. 

8. Lindberg, S. I. (2020). Democracy and elections in Africa. Johns Hopkins University Press. 

9. Nnoli, O. (2016). Ethnic politics in Nigeria. Fourth Dimension Publishers. 

10. Ojukwu, E., & Aniche, O. (2016). Godfatherism and political conflicts in Nigeria. International Journal 

of Social Sciences and Humanities Review, 6(2), 45–57. 

11. Omotola, J. S. (2015). Political parties and the quest for democratic consolidation in Nigeria. Journal of 

African Elections, 14(1), 7–32. 

12. Omotola, J. S. (2017). Party institutionalization and democratic stability in Nigeria. African Affairs, 

116(462), 1–25. 

13. Suberu, R. (2015). Federalism and ethnic conflict in Nigeria. United States Institute of Peace Press. 

 

http://www.rsisinternational.org/

