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ABSTRACT 

Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services are fundamental to public health and well-being, yet they face 

significant challenges due to climate change. In Bangladesh, these challenges are compounded by the country's 

geographic vulnerability to climate-related hazards such as floods, cyclones, and sea-level rise. Bangladesh's 

flat, low-lying topography, high population density, and reliance on agriculture exacerbate its susceptibility to 

climate-induced disasters, threatening vital sectors including water resources and infrastructure. 

Integrating climate resilience into WASH strategies is crucial for mitigating these impacts and ensuring 

sustainable development. This paper reviews national policies and strategies aimed at enhancing climate 

resilience in the WASH sector in Bangladesh, highlighting successful initiatives and identifying areas where 

further integration is necessary. 

The analysis reveals that Bangladesh has developed comprehensive policy frameworks, such as the 

Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) and the National Adaptation Programme of 

Action (NAPA), which emphasize community-based adaptation and prioritize vulnerable populations. Despite 

these efforts, significant gaps exist in policy implementation, particularly concerning the alignment of financial 

resources with strategic objectives. The Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund (BCCTF) has yet to fund 

specific WASH-related projects, highlighting a disconnect between policy intentions and practical outcomes. 

Institutional coordination challenges persist, with inadequate communication among government agencies 

responsible for WASH and climate change. However, several successful initiatives demonstrate effective 

integration of climate resilience into WASH services. These include UNICEF's climate-resilient sanitation 

programme, which has improved access to sanitation in flood-prone areas, and community-driven approaches 

that leverage local knowledge and traditional practices to enhance resilience. 

The study employs a qualitative research approach, systematically reviewing national policy documents, 

strategic plans, and relevant literature. The analytical framework evaluates policy coherence, integration of 

climate resilience, implementation mechanisms, and stakeholder engagement. Evaluation criteria include 

comprehensiveness, specificity, adaptability, and effectiveness of policies in addressing climate change impacts 

on WASH services. 

Key challenges identified include policy and financing disconnects, inadequate recognition of vulnerable areas, 

lack of updated policies, governance and implementation gaps, over-reliance on technological solutions, and 

the need for localized research and data. Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach that 

includes updating policies, enhancing governance structures, ensuring adequate financing, promoting 

community engagement, and conducting localized research. 

Based on the analysis, several recommendations are proposed: 
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1. Enhance policy and financial alignment by revising existing policies to incorporate updated scientific 

insights and ensuring financial allocations reflect the vulnerability of regions most affected by climate change. 

2. Strengthen institutional coordination by establishing clear roles and responsibilities and enhancing the 

capacity of local government institutions to manage WASH services effectively. 

3. Promote community engagement and local knowledge integration to enhance the sustainability and 

relevance of WASH projects. 

4. Invest in research and data utilization to inform decision-making and tailor strategies to address specific 

regional challenges. 

5. Leverage technological innovations while complementing them with strategies that build long-term 

resilience. 

6. Foster international collaboration to enhance the sharing of best practices and resources for climate-resilient 

WASH development. 

The integration of WASH and climate resilience is crucial for achieving sustainable development in 

Bangladesh. It enhances community resilience, supports public health, promotes economic stability, fosters 

social equity, and aligns with global development goals. By addressing the identified gaps and implementing 

the recommended strategies, Bangladesh can strengthen its capacity to deliver resilient WASH services in the 

face of climate change. 

Moving forward, future research should focus on strengthening policy implementation, enhancing community-

based approaches, leveraging technology and innovation, building institutional capacities, exploring cross-

sectoral linkages, and developing robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks. These efforts will contribute 

to building a more resilient future that supports sustainable development goals and enhances the well-being of 

communities in Bangladesh. 

In conclusion, while Bangladesh has made significant progress in developing policies to integrate climate 

resilience into its WASH sector, ongoing efforts are needed to address existing challenges and leverage new 

opportunities. By focusing on these strategic areas and advancing research initiatives, Bangladesh can build a 

more resilient future that supports sustainable development goals and enhances the well-being of its 

communities in the face of ongoing climate change challenges. 

INTRODUCTION 

Background on WASH and its Significance for Public Health 

Water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) are fundamental components of public health, critical for preventing 

disease and promoting overall well-being. Access to safe drinking water, adequate sanitation, and proper 

hygiene practices are essential for reducing the incidence of waterborne diseases, which are a significant cause 

of morbidity and mortality worldwide (World Health Organization [WHO], 2019). Inadequate WASH services 

can lead to a range of health issues, including diarrhea, cholera, dysentery, hepatitis A, and typhoid fever, 

particularly affecting vulnerable populations such as children and the elderly (Prüss-Ustün et al., 2014). 

In Bangladesh, the significance of WASH is particularly pronounced due to the high population density and 

frequent exposure to climate-induced hazards. The country's public health landscape is heavily influenced by 

its water and sanitation infrastructure, which faces challenges from recurrent floods, cyclones, and rising sea 

levels (Mahmood et al., 2021). These climatic events exacerbate existing vulnerabilities, making the 

integration of WASH and climate resilience crucial for safeguarding public health. 

Investments in WASH infrastructure and the promotion of hygiene practices are therefore pivotal for 

improving health outcomes and achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). The intersection of WASH 
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and climate resilience highlights the need for integrated approaches that address both immediate and long-term 

public health challenges. This paper reviews the national policies and strategies in Bangladesh to evaluate how 

well they integrate WASH and climate resilience, aiming to identify gaps and recommend improvements for 

more effective implementation. 

Introduction to climate resilience and its relevance in the context of Bangladesh 

Climate resilience refers to the ability of communities, systems, and infrastructure to withstand, adapt to, and 

recover from the adverse impacts of climate change. This concept is increasingly critical as the frequency and 

intensity of climate-related hazards escalate globally (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [IPCC], 

2018). Building climate resilience involves proactive measures to reduce vulnerability, enhance adaptive 

capacity, and ensure sustainable development in the face of climate variability and extremes. 

Bangladesh is one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, facing recurrent natural disasters such 

as floods, cyclones, and sea-level rise due to its geographical location and low-lying topography (Rahman & 

Rahman, 2015). These climatic events have profound implications for the country's socio-economic 

development, impacting agriculture, water resources, infrastructure, and public health. The vulnerability of 

Bangladesh is further compounded by high population density, poverty, and limited adaptive capacity (Huq et 

al., 2015). 

In this context, enhancing climate resilience is not just a necessity but a critical priority for ensuring the well-

being and sustainability of communities. The integration of climate resilience into national policies and 

strategies, particularly in sectors such as water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), is vital for mitigating the 

adverse effects of climate change. Effective climate resilience strategies can help protect essential services, 

reduce health risks, and support sustainable development. 

Needs to examines how Bangladesh's national policies and strategies address the integration of WASH and 

climate resilience, evaluating the effectiveness of these efforts and identifying areas for improvement. By 

focusing on the intersection of WASH and climate resilience, the study aims to provide insights and 

recommendations for enhancing the adaptive capacity and resilience of communities in Bangladesh. 

Objectives of the paper: 

The primary objectives of this paper are as follows: 

1. To review Bangladesh's national policies and strategies related to WASH and Climate Resilience. 

2. To evaluate the effectiveness of policy implementation. 

3.  To evaluate the integration of climate resilience into WASH policies. 

4.  To identify gaps and provide recommendations for improvement. 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Approach 

The study uses qualitative content analysis to review policy documents and strategic plans. This involves 

collecting, categorizing, and interpreting data to understand the depth and breadth of climate resilience 

integration in WASH policies. The analysis focuses on both explicit and implicit inclusion of climate resilience 

principles within these documents. Data sources include official government publications, reports from 

international organizations, and peer-reviewed journal articles. 

Criteria for Selecting Policies and Strategies 

Policies and strategies are selected based on the following criteria: 

- Relevance: Must be directly related to WASH and climate resilience, addressing national plans, frameworks, 

and actions. 
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- Authority: Only considers official documents from recognized governmental and international bodies to 

ensure reliability. 

- Time Frame: Focuses on documents published within the last two decades (2000-2023) to capture recent 

developments. 

- Impact: Prioritizes policies with significant implications for public health and climate resilience, such as the 

National Water Management Plan (NWMP), Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 

(BCCSAP), and National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA). 

Data Sources and Methods of Data Collection 

The study collects data from various sources: 

1. Government Publications: Includes national policies, strategic plans, and action frameworks related to 

WASH and climate resilience. 

2. International Organization Reports: Documents from organizations like WHO, UNICEF, and IPCC 

provide insights into global best practices. 

3. Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles: Academic literature analyzing the intersection of WASH and climate 

resilience in Bangladesh. 

4. NGO Reports: Publications from NGOs working on WASH and climate resilience projects offer practical 

insights. 

Methods of data collection include: 

- Document Analysis: Systematic review of policy documents, reports, and literature to identify relevant 

sections and themes. 

- Content Analysis: Qualitative content analysis interprets textual data to identify the presence of climate 

resilience integration. 

- Comparative Analysis: Compares different policy documents to identify common themes, gaps, and 

inconsistencies. 

- Expert Consultation: Informal consultations with experts provide additional insights and validate findings.  

 Analytical Framework 

The analytical framework evaluates the comprehensiveness, coherence, and effectiveness of policy documents 

using several components: 

1. Policy Coherence: Analyzes consistency and alignment with overarching goals of integrating WASH and 

climate resilience. 

2. Integration of Climate Resilience: Assesses how well climate resilience principles are embedded within 

WASH policies. 

3. Implementation Mechanisms: Evaluates effectiveness of implementation frameworks, stakeholder roles, 

resource allocation, and monitoring processes. 

4. Stakeholder Engagement: Reviews involvement of stakeholders like government agencies, NGOs, 

communities, and international organizations. 

Evaluation criteria include comprehensiveness, specificity, adaptability, and effectiveness. Data analysis 

methods involve qualitative content analysis to code policy documents systematically, comparative analysis to 

highlight consistencies or contradictions, and case study analysis for real-world insights. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Overview of existing literature on WASH and climate resilience globally 

The intersection of water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) and climate resilience has garnered significant 

attention in global research, reflecting the critical importance of integrating these domains to safeguard public 

health and enhance adaptive capacity in the face of climate change. The existing literature offers a 

comprehensive understanding of the challenges, strategies, and outcomes associated with this integration. 

1. Global Challenges in WASH and Climate Resilience: 

Climate change exacerbates the vulnerabilities of WASH systems, particularly in low- and middle-income 

countries. Increased frequency and intensity of extreme weather events, such as floods, droughts, and storms, 

disrupt water supply and sanitation infrastructure, leading to significant public health risks (Howard et al., 

2016). These challenges necessitate a concerted effort to develop resilient WASH systems capable of 

withstanding climatic stresses and maintaining essential services. 

2. Strategies for Enhancing Climate Resilience in WASH: 

The literature highlights various strategies for integrating climate resilience into WASH initiatives. These 

include infrastructure improvements, such as constructing flood-resistant sanitation facilities and implementing 

rainwater harvesting systems (UNICEF, 2017). Additionally, adaptive management practices, community 

engagement, and capacity building are crucial for fostering local resilience and ensuring sustainable WASH 

services (Ludi et al., 2015). 

3. Case Studies and Best Practices: 

Numerous case studies provide insights into successful integration of WASH and climate resilience. For 

example, in Mozambique, community-based water management approaches have proven effective in 

enhancing resilience to droughts (Sutherland et al., 2014). Similarly, in Bangladesh, innovative flood-resilient 

sanitation solutions have been implemented to address the unique challenges posed by frequent flooding 

(Rahman et al., 2019). These case studies underscore the importance of context-specific solutions and the 

active participation of local communities. 

4. Policy Frameworks and Institutional Support: 

Effective policy frameworks and strong institutional support are essential for the successful integration of 

WASH and climate resilience. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 6 (clean water 

and sanitation) and Goal 13 (climate action), provide a global agenda for aligning WASH and climate 

resilience efforts (United Nations, 2015). National policies and international frameworks, such as the Paris 

Agreement, further emphasize the need for coherent and integrated approaches to address climate-related risks 

in the WASH sector (UNFCCC, 2015). 

5. Research Gaps and Future Directions: 

Despite progress, significant research gaps remain in understanding the long-term impacts of climate change 

on WASH systems and the effectiveness of resilience strategies. Future research should focus on developing 

robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks, exploring innovative financing mechanisms, and fostering 

interdisciplinary collaborations to enhance the integration of WASH and climate resilience (WHO, 2018). 

Overall, the existing literature underscores the critical need for integrating climate resilience into WASH 

initiatives to protect public health and ensure sustainable development. By reviewing global experiences and 

best practices, this paper aims to provide valuable insights and recommendations for strengthening the 

integration of WASH and climate resilience in Bangladesh. 
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Summary of key findings from previous studies on WASH and climate resilience in Bangladesh 

Numerous studies have examined the intersection of water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) and climate 

resilience in Bangladesh, offering critical insights into the challenges, strategies, and outcomes associated with 

integrating these domains. The key findings from previous research are summarized below: 

1. Impact of Climate Change on WASH Infrastructure: 

Climate change significantly affects WASH infrastructure in Bangladesh, primarily through increased 

frequency and severity of floods, cyclones, and sea-level rise. These events damage water supply and 

sanitation facilities, leading to disruptions in services and heightened public health risks (Rahman et al., 2019). 

Floodwaters can contaminate drinking water sources with pathogens and chemicals, exacerbating waterborne 

diseases (Mahmud et al., 2011). 

2. Adaptive Strategies and Community Resilience: 

 Effective adaptive strategies are crucial for enhancing the resilience of WASH systems to climate impacts. 

Studies highlight the importance of community-based approaches, such as local water management committees 

and participatory planning processes, which empower communities to manage their resources and build 

resilience (Kabir et al., 2016). Additionally, infrastructure adaptations, including raised latrines and flood-

resistant water points, have been implemented to mitigate the effects of flooding (Ahmed et al., 2019). 

3. Policy Integration and Institutional Coordination: 

The integration of climate resilience into WASH policies is essential for coordinated and effective responses. 

Research indicates that while Bangladesh has developed several policies addressing climate change and WASH 

separately, the integration of these policies remains limited (Huq et al., 2015). Strengthening institutional 

coordination and ensuring coherent policy frameworks are identified as critical steps for improving resilience 

(Ayers et al., 2014). 

4. Health Outcomes and Vulnerable Populations: 

The health impacts of inadequate WASH services exacerbated by climate change disproportionately affect 

vulnerable populations, including women, children, and the elderly. Studies underscore the need for targeted 

interventions to protect these groups and improve health outcomes. For instance, promoting hygiene education 

and providing safe water and sanitation facilities in schools and healthcare centers are essential measures 

(WaterAid, 2015). 

5. Gaps and Recommendations for Future Research: 

Despite significant progress, gaps remain in understanding the long-term effectiveness of resilience strategies 

and the socio-economic impacts of climate change on WASH services. Future research should focus on 

longitudinal studies to evaluate the sustainability of implemented measures and explore innovative financing 

mechanisms to support resilient WASH infrastructure (Roy et al., 2018). 

The findings from previous studies underscore the critical need for integrating climate resilience into WASH 

policies and practices in Bangladesh. By leveraging community-based approaches, strengthening policy 

frameworks, and targeting vulnerable populations, Bangladesh can enhance the resilience of its WASH systems 

and protect public health in the face of climate change. 

Identification of gaps in the literature that this paper aims to address. 

Despite the extensive research on water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) and climate resilience, several gaps 

remain that this paper seeks to address. These gaps highlight areas where existing literature is either limited or 

insufficient in providing comprehensive insights, particularly in the context of Bangladesh. 
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1. Limited Integration of Climate Resilience in WASH Policies: 

While there is substantial literature on WASH and climate resilience separately, studies that specifically 

address their integration within national policies in Bangladesh are scarce (Ayers et al., 2014). This paper aims 

to fill this gap by systematically reviewing how well climate resilience is incorporated into WASH policies and 

strategies in Bangladesh. 

2. Evaluation of Policy Implementation: 

Much of the existing literature focuses on policy formulation rather than implementation. There is a need for 

more in-depth analysis of the practical challenges and successes in implementing integrated WASH and 

climate resilience policies (Huq et al., 2015). This paper will evaluate the effectiveness of policy 

implementation, examining real-world outcomes and identifying barriers to successful integration. 

3. Stakeholder Engagement and Institutional Coordination: 

Although the importance of stakeholder engagement and institutional coordination is acknowledged, there is 

limited research on how these elements are operationalized in the context of Bangladesh’s WASH and climate 

resilience efforts (Reed, 2008). This paper aims to investigate the roles of various stakeholders, including 

government agencies, NGOs, and local communities, and how their collaboration can be improved. 

4. Long-Term Impact and Sustainability: 

The long-term impacts and sustainability of integrated WASH and climate resilience initiatives are not well 

documented. Existing studies often focus on short-term outcomes without considering the durability and 

adaptability of implemented measures over time (Sutherland et al., 2014). This paper will explore the 

sustainability of these initiatives and provide recommendations for ensuring long-term resilience. 

5. Socio-Economic and Health Outcomes: 

 There is a gap in understanding the socio-economic and health outcomes of integrated WASH and climate 

resilience policies, particularly for vulnerable populations in Bangladesh. This paper aims to assess how these 

policies impact public health, economic stability, and social equity, providing a more holistic view of their 

effectiveness (Kabir et al., 2016). 

6. Innovative Approaches and Best Practices: 

While some studies highlight innovative approaches and best practices, there is a need for more comprehensive 

documentation and analysis of successful case studies in Bangladesh (WaterAid, 2015). This paper will 

identify and evaluate innovative solutions that have been effective in integrating WASH and climate resilience, 

offering insights that can be applied in other contexts. 

By addressing these gaps, this paper aims to contribute to the existing body of knowledge and provide 

actionable recommendations for enhancing the integration of WASH and climate resilience in Bangladesh. The 

findings will help inform policy development, improve implementation practices, and ultimately support the 

resilience and well-being of communities. 

BANGLADESH'S VULNERABILITY TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

Discussion of the geographic, demographic, and economic factors contributing to Bangladesh's 

vulnerability 

Bangladesh is one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change due to a combination of geographic, 

demographic, and economic factors. This section discusses these factors in detail. 
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Geographic Factors 

1. Low-Lying Topography: Bangladesh's flat and low-lying deltaic topography makes it particularly 

susceptible to flooding and sea-level rise. Approximately two-thirds of the country is less than 15 feet above 

sea level, which exacerbates the risk of inundation from rising seas and storm surges. 

2. River Systems: The country is crisscrossed by major river systems like the Ganges, Brahmaputra, and 

Meghna, which increase its vulnerability to floods. These rivers are prone to overflow during heavy rainfall 

and glacial melt from the Himalayas, leading to devastating floods. 

3. Coastal Exposure: Bangladesh's extensive coastline is highly exposed to tropical cyclones and storm surges, 

which are projected to increase in frequency and intensity due to climate change. 

Demographic Factors 

1. High Population Density: With a population density nearly twice that of Manhattan, Bangladesh's dense 

population increases the impact of climate-related disasters. This density exacerbates challenges related to 

evacuation, resource distribution, and recovery efforts during climate-induced events. 

2. Rural Dependence on Agriculture: A significant portion of the population relies on agriculture for their 

livelihood. Climate change-induced phenomena such as irregular rainfall, floods, and salinity intrusion 

severely impact agricultural productivity, threatening food security and income for millions. 

3. Urban Migration: Climate change is driving rural populations into urban areas, leading to overcrowding in 

cities like Dhaka. Many migrants end up in slums with poor living conditions, lacking access to basic services 

like water and sanitation. 

Economic Factors 

1. Agricultural Economy: Agriculture remains a crucial part of Bangladesh's economy, employing a large 

portion of the population. However, climate change is projected to cause significant losses in agricultural GDP 

due to increased frequency of extreme weather events and changing precipitation patterns. 

2. Cost of Disasters: The economic cost of climate-related disasters is substantial. For instance, tropical 

cyclones alone cost Bangladesh about $1 billion annually. Such financial burdens strain national resources and 

hinder economic development. 

3. Need for Climate Financing: Addressing climate vulnerabilities requires substantial financial investment. 

Bangladesh needs significant funding for adaptation measures, but faces a financing gap that necessitates 

external aid and investment. 

Bangladesh's vulnerability to climate change is deeply rooted in its geographic exposure to natural hazards, 

high population density with significant rural agricultural dependence, and economic challenges related to 

disaster costs and adaptation financing. These factors collectively pose severe risks to the country's 

development and necessitate integrated strategies for resilience building. 

Impact of climate change on water resources, sanitation infrastructure, and hygiene practices in 

Bangladesh 

Impact on Water Resources 

Climate change significantly affects water resources in Bangladesh, primarily through altered rainfall patterns 

and increased salinity. The country experiences more intense and frequent cyclones, leading to saline intrusion 

into both surface and groundwater sources, particularly in coastal regions. This salinity intrusion is exacerbated 

by rising sea levels, which threaten freshwater availability crucial for drinking and agriculture (IRC Wash, 
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2021). Furthermore, erratic rainfall patterns contribute to both flooding and drought conditions, disrupting the 

water cycle and affecting the recharge of aquifers (Water Resources, n.d.). 

Impact on Sanitation Infrastructure 

The sanitation infrastructure in Bangladesh is highly vulnerable to climate change impacts. Flooding and 

cyclones damage sanitation facilities, leading to contamination of water supplies and increased health risks. 

For instance, heavy rains and floods can submerge latrines, causing sewage overflow and spreading waterborne 

diseases (UNICEF, 2021). In response, initiatives such as the construction of flood-resilient latrines have been 

implemented to enhance the resilience of sanitation facilities against climate-induced disasters (UNICEF, 

2021). 

Impact on Hygiene Practices 

Hygiene practices in Bangladesh are also affected by climate change due to water scarcity and contamination 

issues. The availability of clean water for hygiene practices is compromised by increased salinity and pollution 

from industrial discharge and agricultural runoff (WHO, 2018). These challenges are further compounded by 

the inadequate infrastructure for water distribution, especially during dry seasons when water scarcity is more 

pronounced (World Bank, 2018). Consequently, the risk of waterborne diseases increases, necessitating 

improved WASH (Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene) strategies that integrate climate resilience to protect public 

health (WaterAid, 2021). 

Climate change poses significant threats to Bangladesh's water resources, sanitation infrastructure, and hygiene 

practices. Addressing these challenges requires integrated approaches that enhance the resilience of WASH 

systems to ensure sustainable access to clean water and sanitation services in the face of ongoing climate 

impacts. 

Case studies or examples of climate change effects on WASH services in Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh's vulnerability to climate change is evident in its impact on water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 

services. Several case studies and examples illustrate these effects: 

1. UNICEF's Climate-Resilient Sanitation Programme: In response to the increasing frequency of extreme 

weather events, UNICEF Bangladesh has implemented a climate-resilient sanitation programme. This 

initiative includes constructing flood-resilient latrines in vulnerable areas, such as the flood-prone regions 

of north-west and north-east Bangladesh. These latrines are designed to remain functional during floods, 

thereby reducing the risk of waterborne diseases. By 2021, approximately 529,000 people had gained 

access to these improved sanitation facilities, demonstrating a scalable model for climate adaptation in 

WASH services (UNICEF, 2022). 

2. Inclusive Pathways Towards Climate-Resilient WASH: A research project led by the London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine focuses on the intersection of climate change, disability, and WASH in 

Bangladesh. Conducted in the high-risk districts of Satkhira and Gaibandha, this study highlights how 

climate events like cyclones and flooding damage WASH infrastructure and increase disease risk. The 

project aims to develop inclusive WASH interventions that address these challenges while considering the 

needs of vulnerable populations, such as people with disabilities (Water for Women Fund, 2023). 

3. WaterAid's Policy and Financing Disconnects Study: WaterAid's research highlights the disconnect 

between policy implementation and financing for WASH services in Bangladesh. Despite comprehensive 

policies addressing climate change impacts on WASH, many vulnerable areas do not receive adequate 

budget allocations. This gap exacerbates the effects of climate change on water availability and sanitation 

infrastructure, particularly in coastal regions prone to salinity intrusion and flooding (WaterAid, 2023). 

These case studies underscore the critical need for integrated approaches that enhance the resilience of WASH 

systems in Bangladesh. By focusing on scalable solutions and inclusive practices, these initiatives aim to 

mitigate the adverse impacts of climate change on essential services and improve public health outcomes. 
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NATIONAL POLICIES AND STRATEGIES ON WASH AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE 

Comprehensive review of relevant national policies, strategies, frameworks, guidelines, and action plans 

Bangladesh has developed a range of national policies and strategies to address the challenges posed by 

climate change, particularly in relation to water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services. These policies aim 

to integrate climate resilience into WASH services to mitigate the impacts of climate change. 

Policy/Strategy Name Description Year  

National Adaptation 

Plan of Bangladesh 

(2023-2050) 

The National Adaptation Plan of Bangladesh (2023-2050) aims to 

provide effective medium- and long-term adaptation strategies to 

mitigate the negative impacts of climate change. It focuses on 

enhancing resilience and reducing climate risks and vulnerabilities 

across sectors, particularly in water and sanitation frameworks. The 

plan outlines six specific goals, including ensuring protection against 

climate change-induced natural disasters, fulfilling sector-specific 

adaptation needs, and integrating climate risks into national 

development planning. 

2022 

Bangladesh Climate 

Change Strategy and 

Action Plan (BCCSAP, 

2009) 

The BCCSAP outlines strategies to tackle the impacts of climate 

change in Bangladesh, focusing on six thematic areas: food security, 

social protection and health, comprehensive disaster management, 

infrastructure, research and knowledge management, and capacity 

building. It aims to build resilience over the next 20 to 25 years against 

the predicted impacts of climate change, with particular attention to the 

needs of vulnerable communities, including women and children. 

2009 

National Disaster 

Management Policy 

(2015) 

The National Disaster Management Policy (2015) is designed to 

improve disaster preparedness and response, ensuring effective risk 

reduction and management strategies in Bangladesh. The objectives 

include reducing the risks of disasters to an acceptable level, enhancing 

community resilience, and implementing hazard-specific management 

strategies. The policy seeks to promote collaboration among 

government, non-government organizations, and local communities to 

build a comprehensive disaster response system. It aligns with 

international frameworks such as the Hyogo Framework for Action and 

the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

2015 

National Water 

Management Plan 

(2004) 

The National Water Management Plan (NWMP) aims to provide an 

effective framework for managing Bangladesh's water resources amidst 

challenges like scarcity and quality issues. The plan focuses on 

sustainable water management and governance, aims to enhance 

institutional capabilities, ensures the integration of climate change 

impacts into water management, and proposes actions to improve water 

service delivery. Additionally, the NWMP highlights the importance of 

participatory approaches and stakeholder engagement in implementing 

water strategies. 

2004 
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National Strategy for 

Water Supply and 

Sanitation (2014) 

The National Strategy aims to provide safe and sustainable water 

supply and sanitation services for all citizens in Bangladesh, addressing 

both quality and accessibility while focusing on the needs of 

marginalized populations. It incorporates strategies for responding to 

climate change impacts and emphasizes the importance of governance 

and accountability in service delivery. 

2014 

Bangladesh Delta Plan 

2100 

The Bangladesh Delta Plan (BDP) 2100 is a long-term integrated 

techno-economic mega plan that aims to secure water resources and 

mitigates the impacts of climate change and natural disasters. The plan 

focuses on achieving food and water security, reducing vulnerability to 

disasters, and has a comprehensive roadmap for implementing 

interventions necessary to ensure a safe, climate-resilient delta by 2100. 

2018 

National Adaptation 

Programme of Action 

(NAPA, 2005) 

The NAPA for Bangladesh serves as a framework for addressing the 

current and anticipated impacts of climate change through the 

identification of immediate and urgent adaptation activities. The 

program is designed to help vulnerable communities mitigate the 

effects of climate change, emphasizing collaborative approaches and 

integration with national development strategies. It was among the first 

NAPAs submitted by least developed countries, reflecting high priority 

for adaptation and community resilience. 

2005 

Bangladesh Climate 

Change Trust Act (2010) 

The Climate Change Trust Act establishes the Climate Change Trust to 

combat climate change impacts in Bangladesh. Its objectives include 

creating action plans, implementing programs, and allocating funds for 

adaptation, mitigation, and capacity building. The Act outlines the 

Trust's administrative structure, funding mechanisms, and emphasizes 

accountability and project preparation. 

2010 

Integrated Water 

Resources Management 

(IWRM) Framework 

The Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) Framework 

aims to ensure sustainable management of water resources in 

Bangladesh by optimizing water use across various sectors. Its 

objectives include promoting climate resilience, maintaining water 

quality, and engaging stakeholders in the management process. It 

addresses the challenges of climate variability and seeks to coordinate 

efforts among different sectors for more effective water service 

delivery. 

2013 

Climate Change and 

Health Adaptation Plan 

The Climate Change and Health Adaptation Plan aims to build 

resilience against the impacts of climate change on public health 

systems in Bangladesh. It includes strategies for integrating climate 

risks into health policies and prioritizes adaptive measures to protect 

vulnerable populations from climate-related health issues. 

2022 

 

1. National Adaptation Plan of Bangladesh (2023-2050): This plan provides medium- and long-term adaptation 

strategies to mitigate climate change impacts. It emphasizes enhancing resilience across sectors, including 

water and sanitation, with specific goals for integrating climate risks into national development planning 

(National Adaptation Plan of Bangladesh, 2023). 

2. Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP, 2009): BCCSAP outlines strategies across 

six thematic areas, including comprehensive disaster management and infrastructure resilience. It focuses on 

building resilience over 20 to 25 years, with attention to vulnerable communities (Bangladesh Climate Change 

Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 
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3. National Disaster Management Policy (2015): This policy aims to improve disaster preparedness and 

response through effective risk reduction strategies. It promotes collaboration among various stakeholders to 

build a comprehensive disaster response system aligned with international frameworks (National Disaster 

Management Policy, 2015). 

4. National Water Management Plan (2004): This plan provides a framework for sustainable water resource 

management. It includes strategies for integrating climate change impacts into water management and 

emphasizes participatory approaches for effective implementation (National Water Management Plan, 2004). 

5. National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation (2014): The strategy focuses on providing safe and 

sustainable water supply and sanitation services while addressing climate change impacts. It highlights the 

importance of governance and accountability in service delivery (National Strategy for Water Supply and 

Sanitation, 2014). 

6. Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100: This long-term plan aims to secure water resources and mitigate climate 

change impacts through integrated interventions. It focuses on achieving food and water security while 

reducing disaster vulnerability (Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100, 2018). 

7. Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) Framework: The IWRM framework promotes sustainable 

water management by optimizing water use across sectors. It addresses climate variability challenges through 

stakeholder engagement in water management processes (Integrated Water Resources Management 

Framework, 2013). 

These policies collectively underscore Bangladesh's commitment to integrating climate resilience into WASH 

services through comprehensive planning and stakeholder collaboration. They provide a roadmap for 

addressing the multifaceted challenges posed by climate change in the WASH sector. 

National Policy for Safe Water Supply and Sanitation (NPSWSS) 

The National Policy for Safe Water Supply and Sanitation (NPSWSS), established in 1998, is a cornerstone of 

Bangladesh's efforts to provide universal access to safe water and sanitation. This policy has guided the water 

supply and sanitation sector throughout the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) era, during which 

Bangladesh declared itself an open defecation free (ODF) country. As the country transitions into the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) era, the NPSWSS continues to play a vital role, albeit with ongoing 

efforts to update and streamline its frameworks to address new challenges, such as fecal sludge management 

(FSM) (Bangladesh Sanitation Policy and Planning Framework Case Study, n.d.). 

The NPSWSS emphasizes several key objectives: 

1. Universal Access: The policy aims to ensure that all people have access to safe water and sanitation services 

at an affordable cost. It seeks to bring about changes in traditional service delivery arrangements and increase 

sector capacity. 

2. Community Participation: It stresses community sanitation, particularly in densely populated poor 

communities lacking sufficient space for individual household latrines. The policy advocates for user 

participation in planning, development, operation, and maintenance of water supply and sanitation (WSS) 

facilities through local government institutions. 

3. Technological Adaptation: The policy calls for adopting appropriate water supply and sanitation technology 

options tailored to specific regions, geological situations, and social groups. Continuous research and 

development are encouraged to improve existing technologies and develop new ones. 

4. Role of Women and NGOs: The NPSWSS recognizes the significant roles of women, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), and the private sector in service development and delivery. It promotes decentralization 

of services and emphasizes women's participation in WSS initiatives. 
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5. Focus on Vulnerable Areas: Special emphasis is placed on increasing WSS service coverage among 

underserved populations in remote areas such as urban slums, coastal belts, and hard-to-reach regions like the 

Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) (National Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation 2014; Bangladesh Sanitation 

Policy and Planning Framework Case Study, n.d.). 

The NPSWSS provides a comprehensive framework for ensuring safe water supply and sanitation services 

across Bangladesh. It continues to evolve to meet emerging challenges associated with climate change impacts 

on WASH services while aligning with international development goals. 

National Sanitation Strategy (NSS) 

The National Sanitation Strategy (NSS) of Bangladesh, first published in 2005, is a pivotal document aimed at 

addressing the country's sanitation challenges. Developed by the Local Government Division of the Ministry 

of Local Government, Rural Development, and Cooperatives, the NSS seeks to improve sanitation coverage 

and hygiene practices across Bangladesh, particularly focusing on vulnerable and underserved populations 

(National Sanitation Strategy, 2005). 

Key aspects of the NSS include: 

1. Sanitation Coverage Goals: The strategy sets ambitious targets for achieving 100% sanitation coverage. This 

involves ensuring that all households have access to hygienic latrines and promoting community-wide 

sanitation practices to eliminate open defecation (National Sanitation Strategy, 2005). 

2. Community-Led Approaches: The NSS emphasizes participatory methods such as Community-Led Total 

Sanitation (CLTS) to mobilize communities towards collective behavior change. This approach empowers 

communities to take ownership of their sanitation improvements and fosters sustainable practices (National 

Sanitation Strategy, 2005). 

3. Integration with Poverty Alleviation: Recognizing the link between sanitation and poverty, the strategy 

integrates sanitation initiatives with broader poverty reduction efforts. It aims to provide affordable sanitation 

solutions for low-income households and includes measures to subsidize costs for the poorest segments of the 

population (National Sanitation Strategy, 2005). 

4. Institutional Framework and Coordination: The NSS outlines roles and responsibilities for various 

stakeholders, including government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and community 

groups. It calls for coordinated efforts to implement sanitation programs effectively and efficiently (National 

Sanitation Strategy, 2005). 

5. Monitoring and Evaluation: To ensure accountability and track progress, the strategy includes provisions for 

regular monitoring and evaluation. This involves setting up mechanisms to assess sanitation coverage and 

quality, as well as the impact of interventions on public health outcomes (National Sanitation Strategy, 2005). 

The National Sanitation Strategy serves as a comprehensive framework guiding Bangladesh's efforts to 

improve sanitation services while integrating climate resilience into WASH initiatives. It underscores the 

importance of inclusive approaches that address both environmental challenges and socio-economic disparities 

in achieving sustainable sanitation outcomes. 

National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) 

The National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) for Bangladesh, developed by the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests, serves as a foundational framework for addressing the immediate and urgent 

adaptation needs arising from climate change. Initiated in response to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) guidelines, NAPA aims to guide the coordination and 

implementation of adaptation initiatives across the country through a participatory approach (UNDP, 2015). 
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Key aspects of the NAPA include: 

1. Identification of Priority Areas: NAPA identifies key areas vulnerable to climate impacts, such as coastal 

zones affected by sea-level rise and increased salinity, and proposes targeted interventions to address these 

vulnerabilities. It emphasizes the need for integrated water resource management to ensure sustainable water 

supply and sanitation services in these regions (UNDP, 2015). 

2. Community-Based Adaptation: The program prioritizes community-based adaptation strategies, recognizing 

the importance of local knowledge and participation in developing effective solutions. This approach helps 

build resilience at the grassroots level by empowering communities to implement adaptive practices tailored to 

their specific environmental and social contexts (UNDP, 2015). 

3. Integration with Development Goals: NAPA aligns its objectives with national development goals, ensuring 

that adaptation measures contribute to broader socio-economic development targets. This includes enhancing 

food security, protecting livelihoods, and improving public health outcomes through resilient WASH services 

(UNDP, 2015). 

4. Collaboration and Coordination: The preparation and implementation of NAPA involve collaboration among 

various stakeholders, including government agencies, NGOs, academia, and local communities. This multi-

stakeholder approach ensures comprehensive planning and resource mobilization for effective adaptation 

(UNDP, 2015). 

5. Guidance for Future Planning: While NAPA addresses immediate needs, it also provides a framework for 

future adaptation planning. It lays the groundwork for subsequent initiatives like the National Adaptation Plan 

(NAP), which focuses on medium- to long-term strategies for building climate resilience in Bangladesh 

(UNDP, 2015). 

The National Adaptation Programme of Action plays a crucial role in guiding Bangladesh's efforts to integrate 

climate resilience into WASH services and other sectors. By focusing on urgent needs and fostering 

community involvement, NAPA contributes significantly to enhancing the country's capacity to adapt to 

climate change impacts. 

Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) 

The Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP), first introduced in 2009, serves as a 

comprehensive framework for addressing the multifaceted challenges posed by climate change in Bangladesh. 

Developed by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, the BCCSAP builds upon previous initiatives like the 

National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) and outlines strategic priorities across several key areas to 

enhance resilience and sustainable development (Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 

Key components of the BCCSAP include: 

1. Strategic Areas: The BCCSAP identifies six strategic areas crucial for climate resilience:  

   - Food security, social protection, and health 

   - Comprehensive disaster management 

   - Infrastructure 

   - Research and knowledge management 

   - Mitigation and low carbon development 

   - Capacity building and institutional strengthening (Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, 

2009). 
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2. Focus on Vulnerable Populations: A central theme of the BCCSAP is its focus on poor and vulnerable 

groups, particularly women and children. This emphasis ensures that adaptation strategies are inclusive and 

equitable, addressing the needs of those most affected by climate change (Bangladesh Climate Change 

Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 

3. Integration with National Development Goals: The plan aligns with Bangladesh's Vision 2021, aiming to 

eradicate poverty substantially by 2021 while promoting sustainable economic growth. It emphasizes synergies 

between climate action and national development objectives to create a cohesive approach to resilience 

building (Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 

4. Programmatic Interventions: The BCCSAP includes 44 specific programmes designed to tackle climate 

change impacts over short, medium, and long-term horizons. These interventions range from infrastructure 

improvements like river restoration to mitigation efforts such as reforestation and renewable energy 

development (Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 

5. Dynamic Framework: Recognizing the evolving nature of climate challenges, the BCCSAP is considered a 

"living document" that can be updated as new information becomes available or as circumstances change. This 

flexibility ensures that Bangladesh can adapt its strategies in response to emerging threats or opportunities 

(Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 

Overall, the BCCSAP provides a robust framework for integrating climate resilience into national policies, 

including WASH services. By focusing on strategic areas that encompass both adaptation and mitigation, it 

seeks to foster sustainable development while protecting vulnerable communities from the adverse effects of 

climate change. 

Other relevant policies and frameworks 

In addition to the key national strategies such as the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 

(BCCSAP) and the National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA), Bangladesh has implemented several 

other policies and frameworks that address the integration of water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services 

with climate resilience. These policies aim to enhance the country's capacity to adapt to climate change 

impacts while ensuring sustainable development. 

1. Health National Adaptation Plan (HNAP): Although still pending approval, the HNAP outlines strategies for 

adapting the health sector to climate change, with a focus on integrating climate resilience into WASH 

services. This plan emphasizes building capacity at various levels to address health vulnerabilities exacerbated 

by climate change, such as waterborne diseases (WHO, 2018). 

2. Climate Resilient Water Safety Planning (CR-WSP): This framework involves systematic risk assessments 

to identify and prioritize climate-related risks to water safety. It includes developing incremental improvement 

plans for water sources, such as raising tube wells above flood levels, and enhancing public education on safe 

water management during extreme weather events (WHO, 2018). 

3. Gender Equality, Disability, and Social Inclusion (GEDSI) in WASH: Recent policy discussions have 

highlighted the importance of incorporating GEDSI aspects into WASH strategies to ensure equitable access to 

services. This includes addressing the specific needs of women, people with disabilities, and other 

marginalized groups in the context of climate change impacts on WASH infrastructure and service delivery 

(Water for Women Fund, 2023). 

4. Institutional Arrangements for Climate Resilient WASH: Effective coordination between WASH-related 

agencies and other sectors such as water resource management and disaster risk reduction is crucial for 

implementing climate-resilient strategies. Strengthening institutional roles and responsibilities at both national 

and subnational levels can enhance the effectiveness of these efforts (Water for Women Fund, 2023). 
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5. Financing for Climate Resilience: Adequate financing is essential for implementing resilient WASH 

infrastructure and services. Policies emphasize the need for financing mechanisms that support pro-poor 

initiatives, encourage private sector involvement, and invest in innovative approaches to climate-proofing 

infrastructure (Water for Women Fund, 2023). 

These additional policies and frameworks demonstrate Bangladesh's comprehensive approach to integrating 

climate resilience into its WASH sector. By addressing diverse aspects such as health adaptation, social 

inclusion, institutional coordination, and financing, these initiatives aim to build a robust foundation for 

sustainable development in the face of climate change challenges. 

Analysis of the goals, objectives, and key components of each policy/strategy. 

Bangladesh has developed a comprehensive suite of policies and strategies to integrate climate resilience into 

water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services. These policies address the multifaceted challenges posed by 

climate change and aim to ensure sustainable development across the nation. 

1. Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) 

- Goals and Objectives: The BCCSAP aims to build a climate-resilient Bangladesh by focusing on adaptation 

and mitigation strategies. It seeks to protect vulnerable populations, particularly women and children, from 

climate impacts while promoting sustainable development aligned with Vision 2021 (Bangladesh Climate 

Change Strategy and Action Plan, 2009). 

- Key Components: The strategy is structured around six thematic areas: food security, social protection, and 

health; comprehensive disaster management; infrastructure; research and knowledge management; mit igation 

and low carbon development; and capacity building and institutional strengthening. It includes 44 specific 

programs targeting short, medium, and long-term actions (Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action 

Plan, 2009). 

2. National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) 

- Goals and Objectives: NAPA focuses on addressing immediate adaptation needs by identifying priority areas 

vulnerable to climate change impacts. It aims to facilitate coordinated adaptation efforts across various sectors 

through a participatory approach. 

- Key Components: NAPA emphasizes community-based adaptation strategies and integrates adaptation 

measures with national development goals. It identifies key sectors such as water resources management, 

agriculture, and disaster risk reduction as critical areas for intervention (UNDP, 2015). 

3. National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 

- Goals and Objectives: The NAP envisions a climate-resilient nation through effective adaptation strategies 

that foster societal robustness and ecosystem sustainability. It aims to ensure protection against climate-

induced disasters while promoting economic growth (National Adaptation Plan of Bangladesh, 2023). 

- Key Components: The plan outlines six national adaptation goals covering diverse sectors like agriculture, 

urban planning, ecosystem conservation, governance integration, and capacity building. It includes 23 

strategies and 28 outcomes designed to safeguard against climate-induced disasters (National Adaptation Plan 

of Bangladesh, 2023). 

4. Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 

- Goals and Objectives: This long-term strategic plan aims to create a safe, climate-resilient delta by ensuring 

water security, economic growth, and environmental sustainability. It seeks to reduce vulnerability to natural 

disasters through adaptive delta management (Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100). 
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- Key Components: The plan involves integrated interventions across water resource management, 

infrastructure development, disaster risk reduction, and environmental conservation. It emphasizes adaptive 

management practices over a 100-year timeframe (Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100). 

These policies collectively underscore Bangladesh's commitment to integrating climate resilience into its 

WASH sector. By focusing on strategic goals that encompass both immediate needs and long-term 

sustainability, these frameworks aim to enhance the nation's capacity to adapt to climate change impacts while 

promoting inclusive development. 

Assessment of how climate resilience is addressed within each policy/strategy. 

Bangladesh has developed several key policies and strategies to address climate resilience, particularly in the 

context of water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services. Each of these policies incorporates specific 

elements to enhance the country's ability to adapt to climate change impacts. 

1. Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) 

- Climate Resilience Focus: The BCCSAP is structured around six strategic areas that collectively aim to 

enhance climate resilience. These include food security, comprehensive disaster management, infrastructure 

development, research and knowledge management, mitigation efforts, and capacity building (BCCSAP, 

2009). The strategy emphasizes integrating resilience into national planning processes and prioritizes actions 

that protect vulnerable populations from climate impacts. 

2. National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) 

- Climate Resilience Focus: NAPA provides a framework for addressing immediate adaptation needs through a 

participatory approach. It identifies priority areas vulnerable to climate change, such as coastal zones affected 

by sea-level rise and salinity intrusion. NAPA emphasizes community-based adaptation strategies to enhance 

local resilience and integrates these efforts with national development goals. 

3. National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023-2050 

- Climate Resilience Focus: The NAP builds on previous initiatives like NAPA and BCCSAP, aiming to 

streamline and reinforce adaptation efforts over the medium and long term. It focuses on reducing climate risks 

and vulnerabilities through sustainable planning and development. The NAP incorporates extensive 

stakeholder consultations to ensure that adaptation strategies are both scientifically sound and culturally 

relevant. 

4. Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100 

- Climate Resilience Focus: This plan provides a long-term strategic framework for creating a climate-resilient 

delta. It emphasizes integrated water resource management, infrastructure development, and disaster risk 

reduction to mitigate the impacts of climate change. The Delta Plan involves multiple ministries in its 

implementation, ensuring a comprehensive approach to enhancing urban and rural resilience. 

Each of these policies addresses climate resilience by focusing on strategic interventions that reduce 

vulnerability to climate change while promoting sustainable development. By integrating resilience into 

national planning processes and prioritizing actions that protect vulnerable populations, these strategies aim to 

build a robust foundation for Bangladesh's future in the face of ongoing environmental challenges. 
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INTEGRATION OF CLIMATE RESILIENCE INTO WASH POLICIES 

Evaluation of the extent to which climate resilience is integrated into WASH policies and strategies 

Bangladesh has made significant strides in integrating climate resilience into its water, sanitation, and hygiene 

(WASH) policies and strategies. This integration is crucial given the country's vulnerability to climate change 

impacts, such as increased salinity, water scarcity, and frequent natural disasters. 

1. Climate Resilience in National Policies: The Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 

(BCCSAP) explicitly includes a targeted WASH program, emphasizing the need for increased investment in 

climate-resilient WASH infrastructure. However, despite this inclusion, there is a noted gap in the 

implementation of specific WASH-related projects under the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund 

(BCCTF), highlighting a disconnect between policy intentions and practical execution (WaterAid, 2021). 

2. Local Initiatives and Research: Various local initiatives have been undertaken to enhance climate resilience 

within the WASH sector. For instance, WaterAid's programmes focus on developing disaster-resilient 

technologies and comprehensive local planning that extends beyond WASH to include health and livelihoods. 

These efforts are part of a broader strategy to create adaptable communities capable of withstanding climate 

shocks (WaterAid Bangladesh, n.d.). 

3. Inclusive Approaches: Research projects like "Inclusive Pathways Towards Climate-Resilient WASH" led by 

the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine aim to enhance resilience by focusing on social 

inclusion. These projects emphasize the intersection of disability, gender, and climate resilience in WASH 

services, providing evidence-based insights for more inclusive policy development (Water for Women Fund, 

2023). 

4. Technological and Community Engagement: Technological solutions are being implemented across diverse 

climate scenarios in Bangladesh, including coastal and flood-prone areas. These initiatives often involve 

community engagement from the planning stages through implementation, ensuring that solutions are not only 

technically sound but also socially accepted and sustainable over the long term (ITN-BUET, 2023). 

5. Challenges and Opportunities: Despite these efforts, challenges remain in fully integrating climate resilience 

into WASH policies. There is a need for ongoing research with localized data to inform decision-making and 

enhance adaptive capacities. Additionally, collaboration among national and international stakeholders is 

crucial for addressing gaps in policy implementation and financing (WaterAid Bangladesh, n.d.; ITN-BUET, 

2023). 

While Bangladesh has made commendable progress in integrating climate resilience into its WASH policies, 

there is room for improvement in aligning policy frameworks with practical implementation and ensuring that 

vulnerable populations are adequately protected from climate impacts. 

Identification of strengths and best practices in policy integration. 

The integration of climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) policies in Bangladesh has 

been marked by several strengths and best practices. These efforts are crucial in enhancing the country's 

capacity to adapt to climate change impacts and ensure sustainable access to essential services. 

1. Data-Driven Decision Making: One of the key strengths in integrating climate resilience into WASH 

policies is the use of data-driven assessments to identify climate risks and vulnerabilities. This approach 

facilitates evidence-based decision-making, ensuring that WASH planning and implementation are aligned 

with the specific needs of vulnerable communities. Technologies such as GIS and remote sensing are employed 

to accurately map climate risks, aiding in the targeted deployment of climate-resilient WASH interventions. 

2. Technological Innovations: The incorporation of advanced water treatment technologies and innovative 

sanitation solutions is a notable best practice. These technologies ensure the availability of safe and potable 
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water even under climate-induced stressors. Eco-friendly toilets and decentralized waste management systems 

contribute significantly to climate-resilient WASH services, particularly in areas prone to environmental 

challenges. 

3. Community Engagement: A participatory approach to planning and implementing WASH strategies is a 

critical strength. Community-driven adaptation planning ensures that interventions are tailored to local needs 

and vulnerabilities, enhancing their relevance and effectiveness. Integrating traditional ecological knowledge 

with modern practices fosters social cohesion and collective action, strengthening community resilience 

against climate-related challenges. 

4. Cross-Sectoral Coordination: Effective integration of climate resilience into WASH policies is facilitated by 

intersectoral coordination across water, sanitation, and climate sectors. This coordination enhances policy 

coherence and governance effectiveness, ensuring that strategies are comprehensive and inclusive. Legislative 

alignment further supports this integration by embedding climate resilience considerations into national and 

regional policies. 

5. Public-Private Partnerships: Collaboration with private sector entities fosters innovation and investment in 

climate-resilient WASH solutions. These partnerships leverage resources and expertise from various 

stakeholders, amplifying the reach and impact of climate adaptation efforts within the WASH sector (CWAS, 

2024). 

Bangladesh's approach to integrating climate resilience into WASH policies highlights several best practices 

that can serve as models for other regions facing similar challenges. By focusing on data-driven strategies, 

technological innovations, community engagement, cross-sectoral coordination, and public-private 

partnerships, Bangladesh is strengthening its capacity to adapt to the impacts of climate change while ensuring 

sustainable access to essential services. 

Discussion of gaps and areas where integration is lacking or insufficient. 

Despite Bangladesh's efforts to integrate climate resilience into its water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 

policies, several gaps and areas of insufficiency remain. Addressing these issues is crucial for enhancing the 

effectiveness of WASH services in the face of climate change. 

1. Policy and Financing Disconnects: One significant gap is the disconnect between policy intentions and 

financial allocations. While comprehensive policies exist for both WASH and climate change, these are often 

not updated to reflect the current understanding of climate emergencies. Furthermore, areas most vulnerable to 

climate change, such as coastal and hilly regions, do not receive budget allocations commensurate with their 

exposure to climate-related shocks (WaterAid, 2021). 

2. Lack of Specific WASH Projects: Although the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 

(BCCSAP) includes a targeted WASH program, the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund (BCCTF), which 

implements BCCSAP projects, lacks specific WASH-related projects. This indicates a gap in translating policy 

frameworks into actionable projects that address WASH needs within the context of climate resilience 

(WaterAid, 2021). 

3. Insufficient Institutional Capacity: There is limited capacity within institutions working on WASH to 

effectively integrate climate risk reduction into service delivery. This lack of capacity hinders the 

implementation of climate-resilient strategies and limits the ability to respond to climate-induced challenges 

effectively (WaterAid, 2020). 

4. Inadequate Research and Data Utilization: The integration of localized data and research into policy-making 

is insufficient. While there are calls for more rigorous scientific research to evaluate the effectiveness of 

WASH interventions in building climate resilience, these have not been fully realized. This gap affects the 

ability to develop evidence-based strategies that are responsive to specific regional vulnerabilities (WHO, 

2014). 
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5. Limited Community Involvement: Although community engagement is recognized as essential for 

successful adaptation, there is often inadequate involvement of communities in planning and implementing 

WASH projects. Ensuring that local knowledge and needs are integrated into project design could enhance the 

sustainability and relevance of interventions (ITN-BUET, 2023). 

Addressing these gaps requires a concerted effort to update policies with current data, improve institutional 

capacities, ensure adequate financing for vulnerable areas, and enhance community participation in WASH 

planning and implementation. By tackling these issues, Bangladesh can strengthen its WASH sector's resilience 

to climate change impacts. 

Comparative analysis with policies from other countries or regions  

The integration of climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) policies varies across 

countries and regions, reflecting different approaches and levels of progress. A comparative analysis highlights 

both the strengths and areas for improvement in Bangladesh's strategies relative to other nations. 

1. Bangladesh: Bangladesh has made significant efforts to incorporate climate resilience into its WASH 

policies, particularly through initiatives like the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 

(BCCSAP) and the National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA). These frameworks emphasize 

community-based adaptation and prioritize vulnerable populations. However, challenges remain in translating 

these policies into actionable projects, particularly in ensuring adequate financial support for WASH-specific 

initiatives (WaterAid, 2021). 

2. Nepal: Nepal has also integrated climate change considerations into its WASH policies, supported by 

projects like "Building adaptation to climate change in least developed countries through resilient WASH," 

funded by DFID. This initiative emphasizes the importance of reviewing and updating national policy 

documents to better integrate climate resilience into WASH services (WHO, 2018). Nepal's approach includes 

forming dedicated coordination committees to enhance policy implementation, a practice that could benefit 

Bangladesh's efforts by improving inter-agency collaboration. 

3. Africa and Europe: In regions such as Africa and Europe, practical integration of climate resilience into 

WASH strategies is supported by frameworks developed through partnerships like those between SWA, GWP, 

UNICEF, and WaterAid. These frameworks focus on conducting climate risk assessments for WASH systems 

and developing result-oriented frameworks for climate-resilient development (SWA & GWP, n.d.). Such 

structured approaches could provide valuable insights for Bangladesh in refining its policy implementation 

strategies. 

4. Global Frameworks: The WHO's water, sanitation, and hygiene strategy emphasizes integrating climate 

resilience into WASH planning by focusing on risk management approaches such as water safety planning. 

This global perspective highlights the need for continuous monitoring and adaptation of WASH infrastructure 

to withstand climate impacts (WHO, 2023). Bangladesh can draw from these global strategies to enhance its 

monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. 

5. Institutional Coordination: Across various countries, effective institutional coordination is identified as 

crucial for successful integration of climate resilience into WASH policies. For instance, countries like Bhutan 

have clearly defined roles within their institutional frameworks that facilitate better coordination between 

WASH and non-WASH agencies (Water for Women Fund, 2023). Strengthening such coordination in 

Bangladesh could improve the efficiency of policy implementation. 

Bangladesh has made commendable progress in integrating climate resilience into its WASH policies, learning 

from international best practices can further enhance these efforts. By adopting comprehensive risk assessment 

tools, improving institutional coordination, and ensuring robust financial mechanisms, Bangladesh can 

strengthen its capacity to deliver resilient WASH services in the face of climate change. 
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CASE STUDIES 

Detailed case studies illustrating successful integration of WASH and climate resilience in specific 

projects or programs in Bangladesh. 

Bangladesh has been at the forefront of integrating climate resilience into its water, sanitation, and hygiene 

(WASH) projects. Several case studies highlight successful initiatives that have effectively combined these 

elements to enhance community resilience against climate change impacts. 

1. UNICEF's Climate-Resilient Sanitation Programme 

UNICEF Bangladesh has implemented a comprehensive climate-resilient sanitation programme that has 

reached 529,000 people. This initiative integrates climate resilience into sanitation services through three main 

strategies: creating demand for climate-resilient sanitation, expanding the supply of resilient designs via 

sanitation marketing, and constructing flood-resilient latrines in vulnerable areas. The programme has been 

incorporated into the UNICEF Bangladesh 2022–2026 Country Programme and focuses on reducing climate 

impacts on the functionality and sustainability of sanitation facilities. It also aims to lower recurrent costs after 

climate disasters through community education and capacity-building (UNICEF, 2021). 

2. WaterAid's Climate Resilience Programme 

WaterAid Bangladesh has developed a climate resilience programme that collaborates with communities and 

local authorities to evaluate vulnerability to climate change and disasters. By integrating local wisdom and 

traditional coping mechanisms, the programme develops cost-effective disaster-resilient technologies. It also 

facilitates comprehensive local planning that extends beyond WASH to include health, livelihoods, and 

education. This approach encourages integrated solutions for more resilient communities, particularly in 

coastal areas affected by salinity and water scarcity (WaterAid, 2023). 

3. Inclusive Pathways Towards Climate-Resilient WASH 

Led by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, this research project focuses on strengthening 

evidence about how climate change affects WASH services for people with disabilities in Bangladesh. 

Conducted in the high-risk districts of Gaibandha and Satkhira, the project explores the impact of climate 

events on WASH experiences and co-develops principles for inclusive, resilient interventions. The research 

aligns with Bangladesh's Adaptation Plan by emphasizing resilient infrastructure and improved access to 

WASH for vulnerable populations (Water for Women Fund, 2023). 

4. BDRCS WASH Project in Khagrachari 

The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society (BDRCS) introduced a WASH project in Khagrachari aimed at ensuring 

water sanitation and hygiene in communities vulnerable to climate change effects. Key components include 

installing tube wells and sanitary latrines, constructing WASH blocks in schools for menstrual hygiene, and 

distributing water reservoirs with arsenic removal filters. The project has benefited around 5,000 people across 

20 communities, achieving 100% sanitation coverage in several areas (BDRCS, 2016). 

These case studies demonstrate effective strategies for integrating climate resilience into WASH projects in 

Bangladesh. By focusing on community engagement, innovative technologies, and inclusive practices, these 

initiatives provide valuable lessons for enhancing resilience against the adverse effects of climate change. 

Lessons learned from these case studies and their implications for policy and practice. 

The integration of climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) projects in Bangladesh offers 

valuable lessons for both policy and practice. These case studies highlight successful strategies and identify 

areas for improvement, providing insights that can inform future initiatives. 
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1. Community Engagement and Local Knowledge 

A key lesson from the case studies is the importance of community engagement and the incorporation of local 

knowledge into project planning and implementation. Projects like WaterAid's climate resilience programme 

emphasize collaboration with communities to assess vulnerabilities and develop context-specific solutions 

(WaterAid, 2023). This participatory approach ensures that interventions are culturally appropriate and 

effectively address local needs, enhancing their sustainability and impact. 

2. Innovative Technologies and Practices 

The use of innovative technologies, such as flood-resilient latrines and rainwater harvesting systems, has 

proven effective in enhancing the resilience of WASH infrastructure (UNICEF, 2021). These technologies not 

only address immediate climate challenges but also provide long-term benefits by improving water security 

and sanitation access. The success of these innovations underscores the need for continued investment in 

research and development to identify new solutions that can be scaled across different regions. 

3. Integrated Approaches 

Successful projects have demonstrated the value of integrating WASH services with other sectors, such as 

health, education, and livelihoods (WaterAid, 2023). This holistic approach addresses multiple vulnerabilities 

simultaneously, creating more resilient communities. Policies should encourage cross-sectoral collaboration to 

maximize the benefits of WASH interventions and ensure comprehensive community development. 

4. Capacity Building and Education 

Capacity building for both community members and local authorities is crucial for sustaining WASH 

improvements. Training initiatives, such as those conducted by BDRCS in Khagrachari, empower communities 

to manage their WASH facilities effectively (BDRCS, 2016). Educational programs that raise awareness about 

climate impacts on water resources further enhance community resilience by promoting adaptive behaviors. 

5. Policy and Financing Alignment 

The case studies highlight the need for better alignment between policy frameworks and financial mechanisms 

to support climate-resilient WASH projects. Despite comprehensive policies like the BCCSAP, there are gaps 

in funding allocation that hinder project implementation (WaterAid, 2021). Ensuring that financial resources 

are directed towards high-impact areas is essential for achieving policy goals. 

These case studies illustrate that successful integration of climate resilience into WASH policies requires a 

multifaceted approach involving community participation, technological innovation, cross-sectoral integration, 

capacity building, and strategic financing. By addressing these elements, Bangladesh can strengthen its WASH 

sector's ability to withstand climate change impacts while promoting sustainable development outcomes. 

CHALLENGES AND BARRIERS 

Identification of key challenges and barriers to integrating climate resilience into WASH policies in 

Bangladesh. 

Integrating climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) policies in Bangladesh faces several 

significant challenges and barriers. These obstacles hinder the effective implementation of strategies designed 

to mitigate the impacts of climate change on WASH services. 

1. Policy and Financing Disconnects 

One of the primary barriers is the disconnect between policy frameworks and financial allocations. Despite 

having comprehensive policies like the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP), 

there is a lack of specific WASH-related projects funded by the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund 
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(BCCTF). This gap highlights the need for better alignment between policy intentions and financial 

mechanisms to support climate-resilient WASH initiatives (WaterAid, 2021). 

2. Inadequate Recognition of Vulnerable Areas 

Policies often fail to adequately recognize and prioritize areas most vulnerable to climate change impacts, such 

as coastal, hilly, and haor regions. These areas do not receive budget allocations that reflect their level of 

exposure to climate-related shocks, resulting in insufficient support for necessary WASH interventions 

(WaterAid, 2021). 

3. Lack of Updated Policies 

Many existing WASH and climate change policies have not been updated to reflect the current understanding 

of climate emergencies. This lack of updated policies means that they do not adequately address emerging 

challenges or incorporate new scientific insights into climate resilience (WaterAid, 2021). 

4. Governance and Implementation Gaps 

There are significant gaps in governance processes that hinder the effective implementation of climate-resilient 

WASH strategies. These include unclear roles and responsibilities among government agencies and a lack of 

community awareness regarding WASH rights and responsibilities. Such governance issues impede 

coordinated efforts to address climate impacts on WASH services (WaterAid, 2021). 

5. Over-Reliance on Technological Solutions 

While technological innovations are crucial, there is an over-reliance on them without sufficient emphasis on 

building long-term resilience. Sustainable approaches must incorporate social dimensions, such as community 

involvement from planning through implementation, to ensure that solutions are both effective and sustainable 

(ITN-BUET, 2023). 

6. Need for Localized Research and Data 

The absence of localized climate-specific data for decision-making hampers the ability to develop targeted 

interventions. Conducting research with localized data is essential for understanding specific vulnerabilities 

and tailoring solutions that address the unique challenges faced by different communities (ITN-BUET, 2023). 

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach that includes updating policies, enhancing 

governance structures, ensuring adequate financing, promoting community engagement, and conducting 

localized research. By overcoming these barriers, Bangladesh can strengthen its capacity to integrate climate 

resilience into its WASH sector effectively. 

Discussion of institutional, financial, technical, and socio-cultural factors affecting policy 

implementation 

Integrating climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) policies in Bangladesh faces several 

challenges and barriers across institutional, financial, technical, and socio-cultural dimensions. These factors 

significantly impact the effectiveness of policy implementation. 

1. Institutional Factors 

Institutional challenges include inadequate coordination among government agencies responsible for WASH 

and climate change. The inter-ministerial coordination gap is a significant barrier, with poor communication 

and collaboration among agencies such as the Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE), Local 

Government Engineering Department (LGED), and Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB). This lack 

of coordination hinders the effective implementation of integrated water resource management (IWRM) 

policies and affects the overall governance of WASH services (WaterAid, 2021). 
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2. Financial Factors 

Financial constraints are a major barrier to integrating climate resilience into WASH policies. Despite the 

existence of the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund (BCCTF), there is a disconnect between policy 

frameworks and financial allocations. The BCCTF has yet to fund any specific WASH-related projects, 

highlighting a gap in translating policy intentions into actionable projects. This lack of targeted funding limits 

the ability to implement climate-resilient WASH initiatives effectively (WaterAid, 2021). 

3. Technical Factors 

Technical challenges include the need for updated policies that incorporate current scientific understanding of 

climate change impacts on WASH services. Many existing policies have not been revised to reflect new 

insights or technological advancements, resulting in outdated strategies that do not adequately address 

emerging challenges. This gap in technical adaptation limits the effectiveness of WASH interventions in 

building climate resilience (WaterAid, 2021). 

4. Socio-Cultural Factors 

Socio-cultural barriers involve limited community awareness and participation in WASH planning and 

implementation. There is often insufficient engagement with local communities to incorporate traditional 

knowledge and practices into WASH strategies. This lack of involvement can lead to interventions that are not 

culturally appropriate or sustainable in the long term. Additionally, socio-cultural norms may affect hygiene 

practices, further complicating efforts to improve WASH services (WaterAid, 2021). 

Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach that enhances institutional coordination, 

secures adequate financing, updates technical strategies, and fosters community engagement. By overcoming 

these barriers, Bangladesh can improve the integration of climate resilience into its WASH policies and ensure 

sustainable access to essential services in the face of climate change. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Policy recommendations for improving the integration of climate resilience into WASH strategies 

To effectively integrate climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) strategies in Bangladesh, 

several policy recommendations can be made based on current challenges and successful practices observed in 

various initiatives: 

1. Enhance Policy and Financial Alignment 

It is crucial to align policy frameworks with financial mechanisms to ensure adequate funding for climate-

resilient WASH projects. This includes revising existing policies like the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy 

and Action Plan (BCCSAP) to incorporate updated scientific insights and ensuring that financial allocations 

reflect the vulnerability of regions most affected by climate change, such as coastal and hilly areas. 

2. Strengthen Institutional Coordination 

Improved coordination among government agencies responsible for WASH and climate change is essential. 

Establishing clear roles and responsibilities can facilitate better governance and implementation of integrated 

water resource management (IWRM) strategies. This approach should also include enhancing the capacity of 

local government institutions to manage WASH services effectively. 

3. Promote Community Engagement and Local Knowledge 

Encouraging community involvement in the planning and implementation of WASH projects can enhance their 

sustainability and relevance. Integrating traditional knowledge with modern practices can lead to more 

culturally appropriate solutions that are better suited to local conditions. 
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4. Invest in Research and Data Utilization 

Conducting research with localized climate-specific data is vital for informed decision-making. This involves 

using scientific scenario analysis to prioritize interventions in areas most vulnerable to climate impacts. The 

integration of such data into policy development can help tailor strategies to address specific regional 

challenges effectively. 

5. Leverage Technological Innovations 

While technological solutions are important, they should be complemented by strategies that build long-term 

resilience. Investing in disaster-resilient technologies, such as flood-resistant latrines and rainwater harvesting 

systems, can help communities withstand climate shocks while ensuring sustainable access to WASH services. 

6. Foster International Collaboration 

Engaging in international cooperation can enhance the sharing of best practices and resources for climate-

resilient WASH development. Collaborations between national and international universities, research 

organizations, and implementing authorities can help address climate-related risks more effectively. 

By implementing these recommendations, Bangladesh can strengthen its WASH sector's resilience to climate 

change impacts while ensuring sustainable development outcomes for its communities. 

Suggestions for enhancing coordination among government agencies, NGOs, and other stakeholders. 

Effective integration of climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) policies in Bangladesh 

requires robust coordination among various stakeholders, including government agencies, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), and other relevant entities. The following recommendations aim to enhance such 

coordination: 

1. Establish Clear Roles and Responsibilities 

Clearly defining the roles and responsibilities of each stakeholder involved in WASH and climate resilience 

initiatives is crucial. This can be achieved by developing a comprehensive coordination framework that 

outlines the specific contributions of government agencies, NGOs, community-based organizations, and 

private sector partners. Such clarity will help avoid overlaps and ensure that efforts are complementary.  

2. Strengthen Inter-Agency Communication 

Improving communication channels among different government departments responsible for WASH, climate 

change, health, and disaster management is essential. Regular inter-agency meetings and the establishment of a 

centralized communication platform can facilitate the sharing of information, best practices, and lessons 

learned. This will enhance the coherence of policy implementation across sectors. 

3. Promote Multi-Stakeholder Platforms 

Creating multi-stakeholder platforms that bring together government agencies, NGOs, community 

representatives, and international partners can foster collaboration and joint planning. These platforms should 

focus on integrating climate resilience into WASH strategies by leveraging diverse expertise and resources. 

They can also serve as forums for discussing challenges and identifying innovative solutions. 

4. Enhance Capacity Building Initiatives 

Investing in capacity-building programs for all stakeholders involved in WASH and climate resilience is vital. 

Training programs should focus on climate risk assessment, adaptation planning, and the implementation of 

resilient technologies. Building the technical skills of local government officials, NGO staff, and community 

leaders will empower them to effectively contribute to policy implementation. 
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5. Leverage Technology for Coordination 

Utilizing digital tools and platforms can improve coordination efforts by enabling real-time data sharing and 

collaborative decision-making. Technologies such as geographic information systems (GIS) can help map 

vulnerabilities and plan interventions more effectively. Digital platforms can also facilitate remote 

collaboration among stakeholders dispersed across different regions. 

6. Encourage Policy Harmonization 

Ensuring that national policies related to WASH and climate change are harmonized with regional and local 

plans is essential for cohesive action. This requires alignment between national objectives and local 

implementation strategies to ensure that efforts are context-specific and address the unique needs of different 

communities. 

By implementing these recommendations, Bangladesh can enhance coordination among stakeholders involved 

in WASH and climate resilience initiatives. This will lead to more effective policy implementation and 

improved outcomes in building resilient communities capable of withstanding the impacts of climate change. 

Recommendations for capacity building, funding mechanisms, and community engagement. 

To effectively integrate climate resilience into water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) strategies in Bangladesh, 

it is essential to focus on capacity building, funding mechanisms, and community engagement. These elements 

are critical for enhancing the resilience of WASH services to climate change impacts. 

1. Capacity Building 

- Training and Skills Development: There is a need to enhance the skills and knowledge of WASH practitioners 

through targeted training programs. These should focus on climate risk assessment, adaptation planning, and 

the implementation of resilient technologies. Building the capacity of local government officials, NGO staff,  

and community leaders will empower them to effectively contribute to policy implementation. 

- Institutional Strengthening: Strengthening institutions involved in WASH service delivery is crucial for 

improving governance and coordination. This includes enhancing the technical and managerial capacities of 

agencies like the Department of Public Health Engineering (DPHE) to implement climate-resilient strategies. 

2. Funding Mechanisms 

- Aligning Financial Resources with Policy Goals: It is important to ensure that financial allocations are 

aligned with policy objectives for climate-resilient WASH projects. This involves revising budgetary 

frameworks to prioritize funding for regions most vulnerable to climate impacts, such as coastal and hilly 

areas. 

- Innovative Financing Solutions: Developing innovative financing mechanisms, such as public-private 

partnerships and community-based funding models, can help mobilize resources for WASH initiatives. These 

approaches can leverage additional funding sources while promoting accountability and sustainability. 

3. Community Engagement 

- Participatory Approaches: Engaging communities in the planning and implementation of WASH projects is 

essential for ensuring their relevance and sustainability. Participatory approaches that incorporate local 

knowledge and traditional practices can enhance the effectiveness of interventions. 

- Awareness and Education Campaigns: Raising awareness about the impacts of climate change on WASH 

services and promoting adaptive behaviors are crucial for building community resilience. Educational 

campaigns should focus on water conservation, hygiene practices, and disaster preparedness. 
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By implementing these recommendations, Bangladesh can strengthen its capacity to integrate climate 

resilience into its WASH strategies effectively. This will ensure sustainable access to essential services while 

enhancing the resilience of communities against the adverse effects of climate change. 

CONCLUSION 

Summary of key findings from the policy review and analysis. 

The review and analysis of Bangladesh's policies and strategies for integrating climate resilience into water, 

sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) services reveal several critical insights and areas for improvement: 

1. Comprehensive Policy Frameworks: Bangladesh has developed a robust set of policies aimed at addressing 

climate change impacts on WASH services, including the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action 

Plan (BCCSAP) and the National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA). These frameworks emphasize 

community-based adaptation and prioritize vulnerable populations, reflecting a strong commitment to 

integrating climate resilience into national development goals. 

2. Implementation Gaps: Despite the existence of comprehensive policies, there is a notable disconnect 

between policy intentions and practical implementation. Financial allocations often do not align with policy 

goals, particularly in funding specific WASH-related projects under the Bangladesh Climate Change Trust 

Fund (BCCTF). This gap highlights the need for better alignment between policy frameworks and financial 

mechanisms. 

3. Institutional Coordination Challenges: Effective integration of climate resilience into WASH strategies is 

hindered by inadequate coordination among government agencies responsible for WASH and climate change. 

Strengthening inter-agency communication and defining clear roles and responsibilities are essential for 

improving governance and policy implementation. 

4. Community Engagement and Local Knowledge: Successful case studies demonstrate the importance of 

community engagement and incorporating local knowledge into WASH projects. Participatory approaches 

enhance the sustainability and relevance of interventions by ensuring they are culturally appropriate and 

tailored to local conditions. 

5. Need for Capacity Building: Building the technical and managerial capacities of institutions involved in 

WASH service delivery is crucial for effective policy implementation. Training programs focused on climate 

risk assessment and adaptation planning can empower stakeholders to contribute more effectively to building 

climate resilience. 

6. Opportunities for Innovation: There are significant opportunities for leveraging innovative technologies and 

financing mechanisms to enhance the resilience of WASH services. Public-private partnerships and 

community-based funding models can mobilize additional resources while promoting accountability and 

sustainability. 

Bangladesh has made commendable progress in developing policies to integrate climate resilience into its 

WASH sector, addressing implementation gaps, enhancing institutional coordination, fostering community 

engagement, building capacity, and exploring innovative solutions are essential steps toward achieving 

sustainable development outcomes in the face of climate change. 

Reflection on the importance of integrating WASH and climate resilience for sustainable development in 

Bangladesh. 

Integrating water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) with climate resilience is crucial for achieving sustainable 

development in Bangladesh, a country highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. This integration is 

essential for several reasons: 
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1. Enhancing Community Resilience: Climate change poses significant threats to Bangladesh's water resources 

and sanitation infrastructure, leading to increased risks of waterborne diseases and compromised hygiene 

practices. By integrating climate resilience into WASH strategies, communities can better withstand these 

challenges, ensuring continued access to safe water and sanitation even during extreme weather events. 

2. Supporting Public Health: Effective WASH services are foundational to public health. Climate-resilient 

WASH systems help mitigate the spread of diseases exacerbated by climate impacts, such as cholera and 

diarrhea, which are prevalent in flood-prone areas. Ensuring robust WASH infrastructure is vital for 

safeguarding health outcomes and reducing healthcare burdens. 

3. Promoting Economic Stability: Reliable WASH services contribute to economic productivity by reducing 

illness-related absenteeism and healthcare costs. Climate-resilient WASH systems ensure that economic 

activities can continue uninterrupted by climate-induced disruptions, supporting livelihoods and economic 

growth. 

4. Fostering Social Equity: Vulnerable populations, including women, children, and marginalized communities, 

are disproportionately affected by inadequate WASH services and climate change impacts. Integrating 

resilience into WASH policies ensures that these groups have equitable access to essential services, promoting 

social inclusion and equity. 

5. Aligning with Global Goals: The integration of WASH and climate resilience aligns with international 

commitments such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 6 (Clean Water and 

Sanitation) and Goal 13 (Climate Action). By prioritizing this integration, Bangladesh can contribute to global 

efforts to combat climate change while advancing its national development objectives. 

The integration of WASH and climate resilience is not only a strategic necessity for addressing immediate 

environmental challenges but also a critical component of Bangladesh's long-term sustainable development 

strategy. By enhancing resilience across these sectors, Bangladesh can build a more sustainable future that 

supports health, economic stability, social equity, and environmental stewardship. 

Final thoughts on the way forward and areas for future research. 

As Bangladesh continues to face the escalating impacts of climate change, integrating water, sanitation, and 

hygiene (WASH) with climate resilience remains a critical priority. Moving forward, several key strategies and 

areas for future research can enhance the effectiveness of these efforts: 

1. Strengthening Policy Implementation 

To bridge the gap between policy frameworks and practical outcomes, it is essential to focus on effective 

implementation strategies. This includes ensuring that financial resources are adequately aligned with policy 

goals and that governance structures facilitate coordinated action among relevant stakeholders. Future research 

could explore innovative models for policy implementation that effectively integrate climate resilience into 

WASH services. 

2. Enhancing Community-Based Approaches 

Empowering communities through participatory planning and decision-making processes is crucial for 

sustainable WASH interventions. Engaging local populations in the design and execution of climate-resilient 

WASH projects ensures that solutions are context-specific and culturally appropriate. Research could focus on 

evaluating the long-term impacts of community-led initiatives and identifying best practices for scaling 

successful models. 
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3. Leveraging Technology and Innovation 

The adoption of new technologies and innovative practices can significantly enhance the resilience of WASH 

systems. Future research should investigate the potential of emerging technologies, such as smart water 

management systems and eco-friendly sanitation solutions, to improve service delivery in vulnerable areas. 

4. Building Institutional Capacities 

Strengthening the capacities of institutions involved in WASH service delivery is vital for effective policy 

implementation. This includes investing in training programs that equip stakeholders with the skills needed to 

assess climate risks and develop adaptive strategies. Research could focus on identifying gaps in institutional 

capacities and developing targeted capacity-building interventions. 

5. Exploring Cross-Sectoral Linkages 

Integrating WASH with other sectors such as health, education, and agriculture can create synergies that 

enhance overall resilience. Future studies could examine the benefits of cross-sectoral approaches and develop 

frameworks for collaborative action that address multiple vulnerabilities simultaneously. 

6. Monitoring and Evaluation Frameworks 

Establishing robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks is essential for assessing the effectiveness of 

climate-resilient WASH interventions. Research should focus on developing metrics and tools that capture both 

quantitative and qualitative outcomes, providing insights into areas for improvement and scaling successful 

practices. 

In conclusion, while significant progress has been made in integrating WASH and climate resilience in 

Bangladesh, ongoing efforts are needed to address existing challenges and leverage new opportunities. By 

focusing on these strategic areas and advancing research initiatives, Bangladesh can build a more resilient 

future that supports sustainable development goals and enhances the well-being of its communities. 
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