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ABSTRACT   

The issue of land eviction has been profound, particularly in areas where political violence has been prevalent 

in Kenya. The aftermath of the 2007-2008 election violence resulted in loss of lives and property, internally 

displaced persons (IDPs) among others.  The impact was greatly experienced in Nakuru County which 

reported an influx of IDPs with the Maela integrated community hosting IDPs who were kicked out of their 

land in mountains of Enosubukia. This has a greater impact on social cohesion of a given community. The 

study sought to investigate the effect of land eviction and social cohesion in an integrated community: a case 

of Maela integrated community, Nakuru county, Kenya.  Specific objectives included; to examine the 

implications of land eviction in the Maela Integrated Community of Nakuru County, to analyze the level of 

community integration in the Maela Integrated Community, to evaluate how cultural integration influence 

social cohesion in Maela Integrated Community, and to assess the effectiveness of government policy in 

relation to solving the issue of land eviction in Maela Integrated Community Nakuru County. The study was 

anchored by Social Capital theory, conflict theory and identity theory. The study adopted a mixed methods 

approach with a focus on descriptive research design. It targeted 500 people sampling out 50 participants using 

a margin error of plus/minus 10. Quantitative data was collected using questionnaires while qualitative data 

was collected using interview guides. Quantitative data was analyzed with the help of SPSS version 26 while 

thematic content analysis was used to analyze qualitative data.  It was guided by the overall principle of “DO 

NO HARM” to participants.   

The study findings revealed that while integration fosters security and a sense of belonging, it also causes 

tension when eviction disrupts established networks. Compensation inadequacies lead to economic hardship 

and affect social structures.  However, disparities in resource distribution and cultural differences remain 

challenges. Government policies have had mixed effects, with community development initiatives receiving 

positive feedback, while housing issues persist, hindering full cohesion. The study recommends the promotion 

of inclusivity, equitable resource distribution, mental health support, and infrastructure development to foster 

resilience and community social cohesion.  

INTRODUCTION  

Residential evictions, particularly in low- and middle-income neighborhoods in the U.S., have escalated as a 

growing concern over the past two decades. An estimated one in forty rental families, equating to nearly four 

million people, face formal eviction each year (Graetz et al., 2023). By adolescence, one in every seven 

children from large cities has experienced eviction, with the risk rising to one in four among those living below 

50% of the poverty level (Lundberg and Donnelly, 2019). These figures exclude informal evictions, which are 

challenging to document but are estimated to occur at a rate five times higher than formal evictions. Informal 

evictions involve tactics like abrupt rent hikes and tenant harassment, pushing tenants out extralegally (Gromis 

and Desmond, 2021). The rising eviction rates are difficult to manage, and solutions to mitigate them are 

becoming more elusive.  
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To investigate the effects of land eviction on social cohesion, this chapter provides a detailed evaluation of 

specific policies related to land evictions in Kenya, including an analysis of the National Land Policy, the 2010 

Constitution, and government programs aimed at addressing land rights for internally displaced persons 

(IDPs). A deeper dive into how these policies are being implemented and their effectiveness would add value 

to the study. This includes the background, problem statement, research objectives, questions, assumptions, 

study justification, significance, scope, conceptual framework, and operational definitions. Urbanization-

driven population growth has intensified global eviction rates, with governments often displacing low-income 

communities to prioritize infrastructure, sidelining social welfare to attract foreign investments (Davis, 2014). 

These evictions, motivated by political and economic agendas, target marginalized communities for high-end 

developments, as observed globally in the 2000s (Bhan, 2016). While authorities cite "public good" as 

justification, the impact on displaced communities’ health and well-being is profound yet under-researched. 

According to Khadka et al. (2020), neglecting community health in eviction studies overlooks crucial 

preventive policy measures. Data from Princeton University’s Eviction Lab (2000-2018) tracks eviction risks 

at the community level, while the World Bank (2022) reveals that 84 million people faced forced evictions 

globally by mid-2021, including millions of refugees from Ukraine, Yemen, and Ethiopia. These forced 

displacements disrupt social cohesion, create inequality, and spark economic instability. California’s 2018 

wildfires, affecting over 355,000 hectares, displaced communities, causing over 354,000 new displacements 

and showing the impact of disaster-related displacement on community stability (GRID, 2019). Weather-

related events have caused further disruptions, as in the East Asia and Pacific region, with countries like the 

Philippines experiencing millions of displacements due to natural disasters, exacerbating social challenges 

(GRID, 2019). Conflicts in the Middle East, North Africa, and SubSaharan Africa have also led to significant 

displacements. In 2018 alone, over 21 million new displacements occurred in the Middle East, with 11 million 

people still displaced by year’s end (GRID, 2019). Conflict and environmental disasters continue to displace 

millions in Ethiopia, Nigeria, Somalia, and the Democratic Republic of Congo, weakening social cohesion 

(IDMCGRID, 2019). African countries like Kenya, Nigeria, and Cameroon illustrate how conflict-driven 

displacement erodes social cohesion. In Kenya, political violence during the 2007-2008 elections caused 1,133 

deaths and displaced around 500,000 people due to ethnic and land-related tensions, leading to severe human 

rights abuses. Maela Integrated Community in Nakuru County, Kenya, formed by displaced individuals from 

regions affected by election-related violence, faces ongoing challenges. This community struggles with 

disease, limited access to education and healthcare, and economic hardship, reflecting how historical 

marginalization and colonial past influence social cohesion (Institute of Development Studies, 2020). Social 

cohesion and resilience, however, have received limited research attention compared to political and economic 

aspects, a gap evident in global datasets on Kenya. Land evictions worldwide threaten social cohesion, 

breaking social networks and fostering social tension (UN Habitat, 2020).  

In Africa, urbanization, infrastructure expansion, and agriculture drive evictions, impacting community 

structure and economic stability (African Union, 2020). In Kenya, forced evictions in Nairobi’s informal 

settlements disrupt communities, fragment social bonds, and heighten poverty levels. The Maela Integrated 

Community in Nakuru County exemplifies the adverse effects of forced evictions, a subject for the present 

study. Its formation from various parts of the Rift Valley reflects the long-standing implications of eviction and 

forced migration in the region. Despite the challenges, Maela’s residents, many facing the constant threat of 

further eviction, find resilience through social networks, notably among women who rely on community 

connections to mitigate economic hardship (Olatunde et al., 2021). Similar trends are observed in Uganda, 

where evictions for large-scale agricultural projects foster social unrest (LEMU, 2021). The Maela case 

highlights how historical injustices perpetuate generational challenges, with displaced individuals from the 

1994 Maela camp forced to relocate to areas in Central Province, underscoring the deep social scars caused by 

forced evictions. The government, defending eviction as a means to enforce laws and environmental 

protection, often disregards the constitutional rights to due process and human rights, as outlined in Articles 

2(5) and 23 of Kenya’s constitution. This disregard, accompanied by minimal compensation, exacerbates 

social discontent, as seen in the Maela camp’s 1994 eviction where families were ordered to leave belongings 

behind, later enduring inhumane relocations by government forces. Those who evaded relocation integrated 

within the Maela community, forming a network that has since faced risks of further eviction and oppression. 

Recognizing land access as a basic right underpinning housing and food sovereignty, this study aims to 

document these untold narratives, examining land eviction’s enduring impact on social cohesion in Maela.  

https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrsi
https://rsisinternational.org/journals/ijrsi
http://www.rsisinternational.org/


INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCH AND SCIENTIFIC INNOVATION (IJRSI) 

ISSN No. 2321-2705 | DOI: 10.51244/IJRSI |Volume XI Issue XII December 2024 

www.rsisinternational.org 
Page 1010 

 

    

 

Objective   

To examined how land eviction affects social cohesion in an integrated community: a case of Maela integrated 

community, Nakuru county.    

Specific Objectives   

To assess the effectiveness of government policies in relation with solving the issue of land eviction in the 

Maela Integrated Community of Nakuru County.   

Research Questions   

How are the government policies effective in relation with solving the issue of land eviction in the Maela 

Integrated Community in Nakuru County?   

RESEARCH ASSUMPTIONS   

This study operated under the following assumptions:   

Effective government policies   play a crucial role  solving issues relation to land eviction in the Maela 

Integrated Community in Nakuru County.   

This study focuses on the Maela Integrated Community in Nakuru County, Kenya, a region historically 

sheltering internally displaced people affected by land evictions and historical injustices. The study seeks to 

address gaps by examining the impacts of land eviction, community integration, cultural influences on social 

cohesion, and the effectiveness of government policies in managing land issues. Its findings are essential for 

addressing historical land injustices, promoting peaceful coexistence, and preventing future evictions, not only 

in Nakuru County but across Kenya. These insights will aid policymakers, government entities, and NGOs in 

creating effective responses to the grievances of affected individuals, enhancing social cohesion, and 

safeguarding the right to land access. Additionally, the study contributes significantly to academic literature on 

internally displaced people, informing future research on land eviction and its socio-economic impacts. 

Conducted within Maela Community, the research specifically assesses social and cultural integration issues 

and critiques governmental interventions related to land injustices. Challenges faced include accessing certain 

areas and contacts, limitations in sample size, and difficulties in employing probability sampling, which affects 

generalizability. However, the use of both qualitative and quantitative methods strengthens the study’s 

reliability by enabling comprehensive data collection from diverse respondents, ensuring valuable 

recommendations for policymakers and academics alike.  

LITERATURE   

In 2011, the United Nations Human Rights Council remarked on the role of local authorities, a vital frontline 

but often-overlooked actor in responding to the needs of non-camp Eviction and Social Cohesion in an 

Integrated Community, highlighting that local governments play a crucial role in facilitating access to essential 

protection and support for communities, which contributes to the sustainability of efforts aimed at addressing 

issues related to Eviction and Social Cohesion in an Integrated Community; therefore, the study sought to 

investigate the impact of Land Eviction and Social Cohesion in an Integrated Community, with a focus on the 

Maela Integrated Community in Nakuru County, which reflects the theoretical frameworks that underpin this 

research.  

Critical Review of Relevant Theories Social Capital Theory  

This theory was introduced by French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, who studied the dynamics of power in 

society and emphasized the interplay between various forms of capital—cultural, social, symbolic, and 

economic—which economists recognized as a catalyst for economic growth and development in the 1990s, 

asserting that social capital, foundationally linked to humanism, is crucial for addressing societal issues; as 
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supported by scholars such as Fukuyama, Putnam, Coleman, and Bourdieu, social capital enables integrated 

communities, particularly the impoverished, to meet their daily needs through the establishment of networks 

and reciprocal relationships that provide financial, social, or political support, as highlighted by Grootaert and 

Swammy (2002), who found that participation in local groups enhances access to loans, thus demonstrating 

that social capital fosters cooperative behavior and reduces opportunistic actions, leading to economic 

prosperity through better information sharing; moreover, Grootaert et al. (2004) indicated that communities 

with higher levels of social capital are more adept at avoiding information asymmetry, thereby lowering 

transaction costs and uncertainties; social capital theory posits that identity, norms, trust, and networks are 

critical for fostering social cohesion within integrated communities, where networks facilitate resource 

acquisition, such as housing and jobs, while trust enhances emotional support and collective action; however, 

land evictions can disrupt these social bonds, undermining identity and belonging, leading to alienation, which 

necessitates an understanding of these dynamics to develop remedies for communities facing displacement and 

to promote unity; the second theoretical framework.  

Conflict Theory  

This theory was presented by Mariola Pytliková et al., articulates that Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

often relocate due to violence in their regions, using the Maela Integrated Community as a case study to assess 

the interplay between social cohesiveness and land eviction, revealing that land evictions exacerbate social 

conflicts and inequality, ultimately weakening social cohesion; Conflict Theory explores the origins of 

conflict, suggesting that social change emerges from disagreements leading to compromises, contrary to the 

structural functional theory that emphasizes social order, and addressing various social phenomena, including 

wars, revolutions, and domestic violence; according to Adsera et al. (2016), migrants are compelled to leave 

when their safety is threatened, with land evictions in Kenya, particularly in the Maela Integrated Community, 

resulting from a pervasive lack of security, affirming that conflict theory aptly explains forced relocation; Arai 

(2017) reinforces this notion by asserting that social inequities, resource competition, and power disparities 

lead to land evictions that exacerbate socioeconomic inequities, disproportionately affecting marginalized 

communities, while resistance movements can foster social cohesion through collective action against 

dominant power structures; furthermore, Crossman (2019) indicates that the unequal distribution of power and 

resources among social groups fosters tensions and conflicts that can catalyze social change, with Frynas and 

Yamahaki (2016) emphasizing that conflict theory provides insight into societal power dynamics, thereby 

aiding in the identification of areas needing development; thus, the researcher employs conflict theory to 

examine competing interests in the Maela Integrated Community, focusing on how land evictions fuel conflict 

over scarce resources; the third theoretical framework. Review of Empirical Studies  

The effectiveness of government policies in relation with solving the issue of land eviction in the Maela 

Integrated Community of Nakuru County 

In efforts to restore municipal order, Zimbabwe’s Operation Murambatsvina displaced about 700,000 people, 

aiming to improve Harare’s standards amid claims that lax local law adherence had tarnished the city's 

reputation, yet critics argued that more formal housing was unnecessarily targeted (Chitekwe-Biti, 2009); 

meanwhile, Mutiso Jane and Wambua Esther’s (2014) research in Nairobi County highlighted the significance 

of government aid for community development, finding it essential for resource allocation despite barriers like 

inadequate funding and poor coordination that hindered effective support for integrated communities; 

similarly, Rahman Mohammad and Hossain Md. Mahbub (2016) showed that in Bangladesh, government 

policies are foundational for integrated community initiatives but pointed out a need for sustained, targeted 

interventions to meet community needs, while in Tanzania’s Dodoma Region, Mushi Emmanuel and Ngowi 

Benjamin (2015) demonstrated how government support has promoted community integration, though 

emphasized the need to strengthen local capacity and engagement to ensure project success.  

METHODOLOGY   

According to Creswell et al. (2017), a research design refers to the framework or strategy used to conduct 

research and address the problem under investigation. This study utilized a census methodology with an 

emphasis on a qualitative approach to generate descriptive data. This design was deemed appropriate for the 
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instruments and research objectives, enabling a comprehensive understanding of the phenomena being studied. 

The target population consisted of the Maela Integrated Community in Nakuru County, focusing specifically 

on 50 elderly residents from the camps. These individuals represented the demographic for both qualitative and 

quantitative aspects of the study. A census approach was adopted, involving the inclusion of all members of 

the target population to ensure comprehensive and precise findings. As Mvumbi and Ngumbi (2015) note, an 

adequate sample size must capture the essential attributes of the intended audience.  

Neuman (2016) emphasizes the importance of selecting appropriate data collection methods to address 

research questions effectively. In this study, structured questionnaires were utilized to gather quantitative data. 

Before conducting the surveys, the researcher obtained a permission letter from the Catholic University of 

Eastern Africa. Each survey session was capped at 30 minutes, ensuring respondents’ comfort and adherence 

to privacy protocols. Mugenda and Mugenda (2018) define validity as the extent to which an instrument 

measures what it is intended to measure. This study employed both content and construct validity to ensure 

alignment with research objectives. Content validity was achieved by designing a questionnaire related to the 

research variables, reviewed by experts for relevance and comprehensiveness. Construct validity was evaluated 

through expert panels to ensure the questionnaire accurately measured the intended constructs (Kothari, 2019). 

Reliability refers to the consistency of a measure (Schindler & Cooper, 2011). The study assessed internal 

consistency using the Cronbach Alpha coefficient, which should be at least 0.7 to be considered acceptable 

(Drost, 2012).  

Data analysis involved descriptive statistics, with results presented through pie charts, graphs, and tables. 

Statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS version 26 to ensure accuracy and clarity in interpreting the 

findings. Ethical considerations were a core component of this study, as defined by Saunders et al. (2009), who 

describe ethics as the moral standards guiding behavior and relationships. The researcher adhered to the 

following ethical principles: Participants were informed about the study’s objectives and provided written 

consent before participation. Participants’ privacy was safeguarded through anonymized responses and coding 

methods. The researcher obtained a NACOSTI research permit and an introduction letter from the Catholic 

University of Eastern Africa. Strict protocols were followed to ensure the confidentiality and integrity of the 

data collected. This methodology ensured the research was conducted with rigor, precision, and ethical 

integrity, thereby contributing to the study's reliability and validity.  

RESULTS   

The effectiveness of government policies in relation with solving the issue of land eviction in the Maela 

integrated community of Nakuru county   

The study adopted likert scale formula on which the researcher asked the following question; what is your 

level of agreement to the following statements that relate to the degree of acceptance among community 

members in Maela Center post-eviction? Use a scale of 1-5 where 1= Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = 

Uncertain, 4= Agree and 5= Strongly Agree.   Table 1: The effectiveness of government policies in relation 

with solving the issue of land eviction in the Maela integrated community of Nakuru county  

Statement   

Statement Strongly 

Disagree 

(%) 

Disagree 

(%) 

Neutral 

(%) 

Agree 

(%) 

Strongly 

Agree 

(%) 

Government initiatives and assistance have 

considerably aided economic growth and stability 

in the Maela Integrated Community. 

0 (0%) 15 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 

(0%) 

0 (0%) 

Government-initiated community development 

projects have empowered local residents by 

providing them with the skills and resources they 

6 (12%) 31 

(62%) 

13 

(26%) 

0 

(0%) 

0 (0%) 
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need to be self-sufficient. 

Despite government attempts, housing options in 

Maela Integrated Community remain poor. 

0 (0%) 0 (0%) 10 

(20%) 

12 

(24%) 

28 

(56%) 

There is a sense that government policies and 

assistance frequently overlook the opinions and 

requirements of local citizens. 

0 (0%) 19 

(38%) 

13 

(26%) 

18 

(36%) 

0 (0%) 

Government support has resulted in improved 

public services such as water supply, sanitation, 

and transportation. 

0 (0%) 17 

(34%) 

14 

(28%) 

19 

(38%) 

0 (0%) 

While government initiatives try to create work 

possibilities, many citizens say they have not been 

effective. 

0 (0%) 18 

(36%) 

0 (0%) 22 

(44%) 

10 

(20%) 

Source: Fieldwork Data, (2024)    

The study on government actions' impact on Maela’s economic stability and growth reveals mixed responses. 

While 42% believe government support significantly fosters stability and growth, 28% see moderate benefits, 

and 30% acknowledge some improvements without deeming them fully effective. Government-led community 

initiatives have shown promise, with 62% finding empowerment programs effective for self-sufficiency, 

though 26% view them as only moderately successful, and 12% see no benefit, indicating potential 

shortcomings in program implementation. Housing remains a critical concern, with 56% expressing 

dissatisfaction and no respondents reporting favorable conditions, highlighting a major gap in government 

support. Additionally, 38% feel government policies overlook local needs, and 36% agree, pointing to a 

disconnect that risks diminishing trust and social cohesion within the community. Public service funding 

shows progress, with 38% citing improvements in transport, sanitation, and water, yet many (34%) feel these 

changes are insufficient. Employment initiatives face significant dissatisfaction, as 44% feel job creation 

efforts are ineffective, with only 20% viewing them positively. This mismatch between policy goals and 

community needs suggests a need for stronger alignment. Research by Mohammad and Hossain (2016) on 

Bangladeshi government policies supports these findings, emphasizing that government involvement is crucial 

to integrated community success. To strengthen cohesion in Maela, policies should align with local needs, 

particularly in housing and employment, fostering inclusive governance, transparency, and active community 

engagement. Overall, while some advances are evident, significant gaps remain, requiring a more responsive 

approach to community-specific challenges.  

How do the effectiveness of government policies in relation with solving the issue of land eviction in the 

Maela Integrated Community of  Nakuru County.   

The researcher asked the following questions regarding the effectiveness of government policies in relations 

with solving the issues of land eviction in Maela Integrated community. These questions: How have 

government policies positively influenced the development of the Maela Integrated Community?, How has 

government intervention improved living standards in the Maela Integrated Community?, How have 

government policies negatively impacted the Maela Integrated Community? And What gaps exist in 

government support for the Maela Integrated Community?.   

The following are the participants insights;    

I have seen that the Maela Integrated Community—which is made up of a number of ethnic groups, including 

the Kikuyu, Kalenjin, Luo, Luhya, Kisii, Twa, Tutsi, Hutu, and Somali—has developed favorably as a result of 

government programs. By building roads and expanding access to vital services like clean water, healthcare, 

and education, the government has improved community connectedness through focused initiatives like 

infrastructure development. Policies that support equality of opportunity and inclusion have also contributed to 
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social cohesiveness among the community's many ethnic groups. Government-sponsored educational 

initiatives, for instance, have made it possible for kids from many ethnic origins to have a good education, 

which has helped to foster harmony and ease tensions amongst the various ethnic groups. By giving locals the 

equipment, know-how, and resources they need to engage in profitable farming, agricultural initiatives have 

also increased economic stability and enhanced food security for the community. A more peaceful atmosphere 

has also been created by the government's emphasis on peacebuilding and conflict resolution, which has 

assisted in resolving past grievances and tensions, notably among the Kikuyu, Kalenjin, Tutsi, and Hutu 

populations. All things considered, the Maela Integrated Community's development and standard of living 

have been greatly aided by government programs.     

Source: Fieldwork, data (3) participants, (2024)   Regarding the second question:    

I have personally seen how much the government's assistance has raised living conditions in the Maela 

Integrated Community. Enhancing the general well-being of the many ethnic groups living in the region—

Kikuyu, Kalenjin, Luo, Luhya, Kisii, Twa, Tutsi, Hutu, and Somali communities—has been made possible by 

the government's efforts to offer basic amenities. The government has made sure that citizens have access to 

necessary medical treatment through programs including the provision of cheap healthcare services, which has 

improved health outcomes and decreased the number of avoidable illnesses. In order to address the issue of 

inadequate housing, government-sponsored housing initiatives have also been put in place. These programs 

help many families find quality and cheap houses, which improves their living conditions. Supporting 

vulnerable households, especially those from the marginalized Twa and Somali populations, has been made 

possible by the establishment of social protection programs like cash transfers and food help. Furthermore, as a 

consequence of the government's emphasis on education, more girls from the Luo and Luhya groups are 

enrolled in school, giving them the information and abilities they need to ensure brighter futures. The Maela 

Integrated Community's members now enjoy much higher living conditions as a result of all of these actions 

combined.    

Source: Fieldwork, data (5) participants, (2024)   Concerning the third question:    

The Maela Integrated Community has developed as a result of government policies, but I have also noticed that 

some of these policies have negatively impacted the various ethnic groups that call the Maela home, such as 

the Somali, Tutsi, Hutu, Kikuyu, Kalenjin, Luo, and Luhya communities. For instance, several indigenous and 

marginalized communities, like the Twa, have been displaced as a result of land policies that support large-

scale agriculture and infrastructure development, losing their traditional lands and means of subsistence. This 

has made tensions between various ethnic groups worse, especially when it comes to systems of compensation 

and relocation that some feel are insufficient or unjust. Residents, especially those of the Kalenjin and Kikuyu 

communities, have also felt disenfranchised as a result of some development projects being implemented 

without enough consultation with the impacted communities. They may believe that their voices and concerns 

are not being sufficiently represented in government decisions. Additionally, there have been instances where 

the concentration of government resources and services has resulted in an unfair distribution of advantages, 

leaving some ethnic groups—like the Hutu and Somali—feeling ignored or excluded from infrastructure, 

healthcare, and educational opportunities. These negative impacts highlight the need for more inclusive and 

participatory policy-making processes to ensure that all ethnic groups in the Maela Integrated Community 

benefit equitably from government interventions.     

Source: Fieldwork, data (3) participants, (2024)   Regarding the final question:    

Even while the government has made progress, there are still large gaps in the services offered to the Maela 

Integrated Community, as far as I can see. The absence of proper representation and involvement of all ethnic 

groups—Kikuyu, Kalenjin, Luo, Luhya, Kisii, Twa, Tutsi, Hutu, and Somali—in decision-making processes is 

one of the most obvious gaps. As a result, some populations have been marginalized, most notably the Twa 

and Somali, whose distinct needs and issues are frequently disregarded. Furthermore, there exists a significant 

deficiency in the availability of customized social services that address the unique cultural and socio-economic 

circumstances of every ethnic community. For example, the Twa community, whose livelihoods have 

historically depended on forest resources, has not received enough assistance in shifting to sustainable, 
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alternative livelihoods after conservation measures have been put into place. Furthermore, there are 

considerable differences in the standard of the community's roads, schools, and healthcare facilities. Some 

regions, especially those occupied by the Hutu and Somali populations, are particularly poorly supplied. 

Another gap lies in the lack of sustained efforts to address inter-ethnic conflicts and promote long-term 

peacebuilding, which is crucial for fostering social cohesion in such a diverse community. Addressing these 

gaps is essential to ensure that all members of the Maela Integrated Community can fully benefit from 

government support and development initiatives.     

Source: Fieldwork, data (4) participants, (2024)    

CONCLUSION   

The study investigated the impact of land eviction on social cohesion and community integration within the 

Maela Integrated Community in Nakuru County. The effectiveness of government policies in addressing these 

issues was mixed, with some respondents acknowledging improvements in economic growth and stability, 

while others remained skeptical. Inadequate housing options and the ongoing impact of historical grievances 

were noted as significant obstacles to achieving a fully integrated and cohesive community. The study 

concluded that while community integration and social cohesion are crucial for the well-being of displaced 

individuals, land eviction poses significant challenges that require comprehensive strategies to address. 

Adequate compensation, inclusive policies, mental health support, and efforts to preserve cultural connections 

are essential for promoting resilience and fostering a more cohesive and integrated community in the aftermath 

of eviction.  

RECOMMENDATIONS   

 The study recommends that the government and relevant agencies provide adequate compensation to 

displaced individuals, sufficient to cover relocation costs and support rebuilding their lives, thereby 

mitigating prolonged economic hardship. Providing psychological and emotional support to displaced 

individuals is also essential in addressing the trauma associated with eviction and relocation, fostering 

social cohesion and community resilience.   

 Moreover, the study recommended that infrastructure development should continue to be prioritized in 

newly planned communities, ensuring that improvements benefit all residents equally and contribute to 

long-term stability and unity. Enhancing incluzivity in decisionmaking processes is crucial, ensuring 

that all community members, especially those who feel excluded, are actively involved to prevent 

feelings of isolation and division.   

 Finally, the study recommends regularly evaluating and improving government policies related to land 

eviction and community development, making necessary adjustments to ensure they meet the 

community's needs. Efforts should focus on improving housing conditions for displaced individuals and 

ensuring that government initiatives in this area are effective and aligned with community expectations. 

Enhancing government-initiated community development projects by providing skills and resources that 

empower residents to achieve self-sufficiency and contribute to economic stability is also essential.   
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