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Abstract: The urbanisation of wurban villages has been
phenomenal triggered by over concentration of anthropogenic
activities that degraded all the facet of the area through the
development of slum and shanty settlements. This decay and
dilapidation however, is accompanied by serious population
pressure and total neglect of redevelopment investors. This
research determines the redevelopment of urban villages in Port
Harcourt Nigeria. Data for this study were obtained acquired
from both primary and secondary sources. The result of the
analysis indicated that environmental impact of urban renewal
beaconed on (r = 385, P< 0.5), economic advantages (r = 302 P<
0.5), social impact (r = 205, P< 0.5), physical impact recorded (r
= 225, P< 0.5) are the key significant impact of redevelopment
and right direction for elimination of slums and shanty in
villages that constitute the present and typical urban settlement
in developing nation. The findings also revealed that government
institutions accounted (49.9%), global bodies on environment
(22.1%) non-governmental organisation (6.1%), communal effort
(10.7%) and environmental philanthropist are the key urban
village redevelopment investors in Nigeria. This is the only way
to ensure sustainability of urban villages and improve the
resident’s quality life in the geographical region.
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I. INTRODUCTION

he strategic alternatives and the general structure that

prearranged how urban villages should be revived
universally have gone through a succession of developmental
period. Nowadays, numerous procedural outlines exist to
verify to the fact that government have initiated concentrated
measures to increase the regeneration of urban villages. Most
developing countries recorded stress in their urban villagers in
terms of human population, environmental decay, squatter’s
settlement and presence of slum in last three decades. In
reaction to the difficulty, the world has developed many
approaches and framework for renewal and redevelopment of
urban villages. Being acquaintance of international
community and a party to these agenda, Nigeria adopted
different mechanism for regeneration of urban villages
including swotting of urban redevelopment or renewal
techniques and policies sporadically to integrate and
domesticate whatsoever innovative system and mechanism
introduced at international glassy (Author field work 2021).
This is to established the nation on the similar page with the

rest of the international municipal and ensure sustainable
regeneration of some urban villages.

In Nigeria, over 80 % of the urban villages require
redevelopment to meet up with the international standard and
betterment of household standard of living. These urban
villages experience various types of problems, shock and
pressure from human population. The various problems in
urban villages include development of slum, squatters’
settlement, pollution, criminality and decay of infrastructural
facilities, fire outbreak and collapse buildings with
environmental, social and health consequences. This category
of problems has created serious damage on urban villages of
Nigeria by degrading the value and aesthetics while the
responses from Nigeria government for the past years have
been unreasonable. The physical and environmental upgrading
of urban villages to improve life quality of its residents or
human population is termed redevelopment. The research of
Ling and Xin (2009) stressed that authority associations must
assist, prevent and impact on the consequence of urban
rejuvenation and rural-urban change in china. With the
investigation held two across the Shenzhen, they revealed that
local power in China has additional and significant role in
redevelopment of urban village than other western countries
of the world. The authors maintained that urban mergers have
a formal tendency than that represented by the theory of urban
regime. furthered that native powers remains tactful when it
comes to compromise and prove of assurance to encourage
private organizations in redevelopment procedure, mainly
when it comes to incomes and planning strategy, tendency to
form more justifiable alliance that works. This implies that
urban redevelopment frequently encompasses difficult power
associations in the midst of different shareholders, but
integration to the multi-actor power arrangement.

Furthermore, M S, RBR and KS (2018) opined that the
population abilities of urban village to appreciate good-
standard societal lifecycle would evident itself in a robust
public rendezvous in the midst of the inhabitants. They added
that mainstream of the urban village populace were Malays
and mixed-ethnic alignment occurs within the environment of
urban villages made a near and strong connection. The work
displayed that the respondents of urban village signifies three
categories of wurban intensities which include Kangar
Township, Alor Setar city and George Town gave a
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perceptual score in respect of social participation. But analysis
for the perception of the sampled residents from the cities
revealed significant relationship including the value score
proportion that constitute respondent's social connection
indicators giving to cities on extraordinary standard of living.
They concluded that the urban areas are habitat of
concentration where people in search of a necessary eminence
of life dwell whereas the control and hurried urban
advancement gave a straight impact on the urban village
population, which could improve some difficulties of urban
development and its environment. Some of the very
observable considerations for redevelopment of urban villages
include informal housing development, commercial, and
industrial, condition of existing housing, occupancy ratio
among several others resulting from urbanization. Though,
Yanliu and Bruno (2012) drafted a theoretical framework for
the calculated urban project techniques to enhance sustainable
improvement of city villages (CVis) all over Guangzhou. The
study worked on attempt to change the practices of the
planned urban project tactic within the context of Chinese.
Additionally, the research get a feel for the technique of
dealing with many shareholder environment and difficult
problems in CVis which is important for the actualization of
supportable redevelopment of CVIs as concern were directed
to the roles and corporations of the major investors, different
levels vision, and precise arrangements that deal with chances
and matters in planned position.

Apart from the nature of rural localities, urban environment is
an area of key influence and their villages are highly liable,
because it showed the agglomeration and working centre for
various land uses or anthropogenic actions. Serving as a
strong reason, Jung and Hae-Rim (2011) used 29 professional
surveys to analyse the serious realization factors of city
regeneration projects in Korea. They discovered and
inveterate 10 CSFs via brainstorming process, as the
important of CSFs in a particular segment of the rebirth town
scheme may be realized by means of the recommended
model, which takes into account degrees of both importance
and satisfaction of each CSF and the suggestions of the results
were deliberated later. They maintained that the work
increases the comfort of the town (by improvements social,
economic, physical, and environmental) facets of an urban
area. As urban renewal devices have higher chances of
indecision and complexity than other building projects. This
implies that the physical and environmental below average of
urban villages in developing nations are expected to increase
in the years to come as rural-urban migration and
development of shanty neighbourhood are not dwindling.

The direction of Xin, and Maarten (2018) gave a clear
sympathetic of relocates’ understandings on course of urban
regeneration in China through the formation of intangible
model to extent the time arrangement of proceedings and their
situation are dominant. The intellectualize aspect of the
research mandated relocation as a procedure with numerous
and varying socio-spatial suggestions over period, and as a
particular type of residential location that takes place within

the circumference of urban reformation. In unbreakable
direction, the intangible model splits the course of compared
transfer into a pre-demolition interval, an intermediate period
and after-relocation phase and examination of social,
economic, physical, psychological and developmental scopes
of the involvements toward relocates as may be exaggerated
by the macro and micro setting. The analysis also applied
theoretical ideal for structural incorporate the present
literature on occupants’ familiarities and to afterward
ascertain the cracks in the literature that required contributions
in imminent investigation on mandatory relocation all over
Chinese environment. While some studies about urban
reorganization in China serves as the crow flies that connect
mandatory movement with displacement, including a
damaging implication.

The renewal of urban villages means the social, physical,
economic and environmental upgrading of the entire
neighbourhoods of low income population characterised by
overcrowding, poor infrastructural conditions, and slum and
shanty structures. In further discussion and explanation, Xin,
Reinout, and Maarten (2017) examined the way Shantytown
improvement projects are realized through close-fitting and
how dissimilar stakeholders co-operate in Shenyang city of
China. The work applied in-depth meetings that comprises
many participants and breakdown of strategy citations on
shantytown redevelopment projects and discloses a compound
relationship among diverse shareholders and considered
through concentration from the commencement of shantytown
redevelopment schemes, subsidiarity of real shantytown
redevelopment plan execution, transition of market forces,
decline of housing affordability, and manifold deficiency
among the inhabitants of shantytown development project of
mark zones. It is a continuation of work that countless
shareholders gain agreement on the necessity to improve the
life situations in depressed areas and the directions of
increasing housing market. And conflicts spring as a result of
resistances on central and municipal governments irrespective
of the execution of shantytown redevelopment projects. The
work also proved sign of a commercial absurdity in the
connexion between municipal governments and developers.
However, incongruity occurs among the space of the
shantytown development project procedure and occupants’
efforts to advance their socio-economic state of affairs. The
authors concluded that in 1978, market changes in China
pointedly influenced the characters of the state, including the
market force and the inhabitants in redevelopment of urban
areas. As the central government initiated shantytown
improvement plans (SIPs) to upgrade the standard of living
among the low-income residents from 2008 and 2012 of
which about 12.6 million homes stood in the shantytown
revival plans and mandated to migrate because demolition
that affected their dwelling. Earlier studies have explored the
relationship between redevelopment of slums, shanty towns
and sustainable development as regards, housing, population
and other physical infrastructure. The recent analysis of
Touseef, Jaffar and Shakeel (2021) discussed the limited
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lessons that search for the connotation amongst urban
development and sustainable city planning. The independent
anchored on examination and exploration effects of urban
village disamenity across Nanjing suburban and high-class
area assets appraisal. They stressed that slums occur in
virtually all the countries; though the job gave minimal
attention on slums' disbanded infrastructure, crimes, and other
social difficulties; though little research analysis discuss the
opposing effect on the property value. The studies also intend
to search for the impact of rural environment refugees on
Nanjing city in retort to 1970 economic improvement
execution with the intention to extract assistances of
improvements aiding greater economic opportunities, higher
degree of income and employment, and comprehensive social
assistances. In the same manner, the research considered lack
of enthusiasm of urban villages on the nearby area valuation
together with the effect on housing properties. It revealed the
adversative impact of urban villages on the worth of near
bedsits including housing units nearer to these villages
experienced the foulest effect associated to the housing
apartments situated distant away. The discoveries exposed
those urban villages located close to the neighbourhoods
damagingly impacts housing vending value after equated with
other properties situated outside and concluded that the study
can assist government personals and politicians to proffer
solution on urban villages' squabble. Contrast

In Liede, Yangji and Wenchong Village of Guangzhou
municipality China, Zhipeng Zeng ( 2016) combined the
power relations between the government, village communal
economic organization (VCEQ), and villagers among urban
villages under redevelopment. It explained that the
government participation at all level remains the key
determinants that pilot the redevelopment and the grade of
government participation is built on the agenda government
slightly than the village’s needs. The work further explained
that urban village possess restricted arbitration power, active
village contribution and incessant appointment may help the
renovation of urban villages and contribute to the achievement
of a necessary revitalization proposal and reward arrangement.
The work further explained that robust sustenance from
administration and a concerted enterprise between the
municipal government, the village communal economic
organization (VCEOQ), and urban villagers stood as the
solutions to effective urban village redevelopments.

Fulong, Fangzhu and Chris (2013) opined that the renovation
of chengzhongcun village served as a step to eradicate
informality and initiate additional governable settings over
and done with formal land development; based on fact that it
aimed at eliminating the origin request for unguided dwelling
and working environment. The research material clarified that
village redevelopment also cause reproduction of informality
development in other isolated rural villages in many urban
districts and, to a degree, across the improved
neighbourhoods.  The analysis added that the chance of
chengzhongcun urban villages in Chinese currently involved
the attention of research and policy makers. As the causes of

informality in Chinese cities and can village renovation
strategy eradicate informality were the two crucial unspoken
queries of the research stressed publicly. Though it replicated
on the previously-established reading of unplanned
communities and present research on informality and
summarised that informal development in China originated
from double urban—rural land market and administration
structure and lower availability of migratory accommodation.

Ling, Jie, Xin, and Fan (2014) manage to examine the varying
conceptual basis for indigenous powers that be in China when
it comes to implementing physical renewal of urban villages
in an effective and minimal less expensive manner. Using
Liede urban in Guangzhou as case study, they revealed that
indigenous establishments within the China territory are ever
ready to discover neoliberal tactic for managing alongside
market forces in the course of renewal. The findings in
respect to the situation study demonstrated capable as the
inclusive groups offered what they expected on the
rejuvenation scheme. Conversely, the research knows that the
direction worked as a paradigm of change in the power
system. Suggesting that urban renewal demonstrated nothing
but a problematical development since it has to do with a lot
of group with dissimilar welfares and ideology. However,
revival of urban villages stands to be additional complicated
subject in China owing to the multiple ways of property
ownership above urban and rural spaces. As numerous
attentions were specified  towards the structural authority
adopted to the village restoration course.

In the course of top-down/bottom-up approach of urban
village transformation in the China nation, Nick (2014)
considered socio-spatial variables such as territory, networks,
and temporality in discovering the connection of all the
variables via ethnographic study of Guangzhou, Suzhou, and
Chongging villages. The urban villages under analysis
illustrated that top-down and bottom-up methods, formal and
informal were commonly organized towards the cases of
environmental change. The article explained that connections
of all the ideals gave the eccentric and unspecified landscape
of village transformation taking place in china. Despite the
fact that the breakdown were directed to the necessity for
physical and economic planning institutions that were
enhanced and intelligent to assimilate mottled bases of village
renovation.

Il. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND STUDY AREA

This study adopted the survey method. Primary and secondary
data sources were used. The primary data were obtained
through structured questionnaire and interview, while the
secondary data were meta- analysis elicited from reports,
manuals, journals and citations from Nigeria institute of town
planner.

A study of this nature is important because redevelopment of
urban villages is task with ensuring physical aesthetics,
functional and working environment. Though, it is in line with
urban planning agencies and sustainable development. Some
of the existing techniques of renewing urban villages in

www.rsisinternational.org

Page 3



International Journal of Research and Scientific Innovation (IJRSI) | Volume VIII, Issue IV, April 2021 | ISSN 2321-2705

Nigeria include density control, quality of construction
material, revitalization and bulldozing approach of urban
renewal. In the light of this issue and as mention earlier, the
goal of this study is to determine the authorities that redevelop
urban villages in Port Harcourt Nigeria. Additional secondary
data sources include government documents such as reports
and manuals including the temporary rehabilitation order of
the state. The report and manual were obtained from greater
Port Harcourt, ministry of urban development and housing.
The information obtained from these sources assisted in
evaluating tools within the realm of urban renewal that can
enhance the redevelopment of urban villages.

The questionnaire was structured into 12 questions of which
5 were open-ended and the rest were closed ended questions.
Multi-stage sampling technique permitted 310 residents
spread similarly across 6 nominated district to be sampled out
of 32,286 households in the study area. The sampling method
for selecting the neighbourhood and respondents (family
heads) were stratified and simple random sampling techniques
respectively. Data acquired from the residents were
summarised and presented using frequency tables, percentages
and averages because they present actual facts devoid of
abstruseness. Quantitative analysis was further used to
elucidate on the data set. Thus, data analysis is a combination
of qualitative and quantitative techniques upon which
inferential were drawn.

Port Harcourt is a metropolitan area in Nigeria. It is the
administrative and industrial capital of Rivers state. It is one
of the most popular and prominent larger metropolis in sub-
Saharan African. The metropolitan area is highly congested as
its rapid growth and urbanization was fuelled by the massive
influx of people from the surrounding hinterlands purposely
for white cola job in the various industries that sprang up as a
result of oil exploration and responsible for insecurity of
food, space competition and non-allotment of lands for urban
agrarian However, the region is also endowed with average
temperature while climatic change such as flooding, increase
in average temperature and others are confronting region
nowadays.(Ubani lyowuna and Naabura, 2019).

I11. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Impact of Urban Village Redevelopment and Transformation
in Nigeria

The people in Port Harcourt confirmed the impact of
redevelopment project on urban villages. The redevelopment
project secured concentrated and achievable point of
economy, convenience and aesthetics. These are blend on
social, economic, physical and environmental among others.
Observed achievement or contribution of improve urban
villages focused on redevelopment of slums and shanty
environments. The findings of the study as shown in the
spearman coefficient statistics table below revealed that the
environmental impact of urban renewal beaconed on (r = 385,
P< 0.5). The work advocated that there are higher
environmental advantages as well as aesthetics in Port
Harcourt of Nigeria. The rate of slum occurrence in the

physical environment of Nigeria is very high, though the
necessary environmental policies regulating the development,
improvement and upgrading of settlements are violated in
Nigeria. These continue to generate environmental problems
which include inability to abate e challenges emanating from
slum, shanty and controllable pollution in old and new layouts
unlike in western communities and neighbourhoods were slum
and development of shanty settlement became thing of the
past via technological practices for environmental monitoring
and the necessary policies. The effect and strong point of the
relationship is strong and the unceasing strength of the
character is 35% which indicated public advantage whenever
a dilapidated neighbourhood is upgraded in Nigeria. On the
facet of economic advantages of urban renewal project in Port
Harcourt city, the analysis recorded the statistical factor of (r
= 302 P< 0.5) which implies that strong and significant
relationship exist between urban village transformation and
economic impact of Port Harcourt metropolis, the result of
economic positivity across other land use in southern cities
marked 30% of economic contribution of urban village
transformation in Nigeria. Especially in the high and medium
income neighbourhoods were slum and shanty town can
emanates easily.

Applying the statistical analysis on social impact of
neighbourhood renewal in Port Harcourt, the result revealed (r
= 205, P< 0.5). Based on the result, there is a strong social
impact of urban renewal in the study area. The inference is
that the destruction and uncontrolled development of slum
zones is triggered by population concentration and
noncompliance to relevant environmental policies that
embrace upgrading of dissimilar neighbourhood. The
implications is that the social impacts of renewed urban
village contributed 25% in social recovery of garden city
through renewal of any district while the physical impact
recorded (r = 225, P< 0.5). This implies that the renewal of an
urban village involves the spatial reordering of land use
connectivity such as industrial, commercial, institutional,
agricultural, recreational, transportation, public infrastructure,
open spaces and other ancillary to achieve or restore
aesthetically pleasing physical environment for living,
working, circulation and recreation at 28% as against the
practices of uncontrolled management of anthropogenic
activities, slum and scattered shantytown triggered by
urbanisation. However, the redevelopment of an urban village
impacts positively on the entire facet of the resident and at the
same time alleviate social, environmental, economic and
physical problems. The view of the sampled population are
summarised below.

Table 1: Redeveloped Urban Village and Alleviated Factors in Nigeria
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SN Renewal Alleviated Spez_irrpan population ) City

Facet Statistics Sig. | Strength
1 Environmental Impact 385** 310 .000 | 35%
2 Economic Impacts 302** 310 .000 | 32%
3 Social Impacts 225** 310 .000 | 25.%
4 Physical Impacts 285 310 .000 | 28.5%
Field survey 2021
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Urban Village Redevelopment Investors in Nigeria,

The result shows the principal or key investors for urban
village redevelopment from literature and the area under
investigation. However, the host populations identified
government institutions (federal, state/regional and local
authorities) as one of the main sources of renewing urban
villages Nigeria with 49.9% statistical percentage of
encourage the government to embark on urban renewal
project in Nigeria. Almost every person appears to pronounce
those most urban renewal responsibilities rest with the
government especially in developing nations of the globe; a
slight departure from this trend was observed in the case of
global bodies on environment and urban renewal. In its case,
22.1% of the respondents were of the opinion that
international bodies renew urban villages. This assumes that
the international bodies on built, renewal and propose
development on environment may assist or collaborate with
the government of most developing nations in redevelopment
of urban villagers. The implication is that the Nigeria
government did not do much to promote the place urban
renewal. In order words, there was poor commitment by
Nigeria government on urban renewal. About 6.1% of the
sampled population confirmed that non-government
organisations carry out urban renewal exercise in the study
area due to higher level of deterioration, obsolete and shanty
nature of different This implies that redevelopment of urban
communities enhance the upgrade or improvement of low and
medium income population while the presence of news
housing and infrastructural facilities that creates pleasing and
healthy urban environment. In the same vain, other renewal
investors identified include communal effort with 9.8% and
private developers 6.7%. In summary, the findings from this
analysis established that the major agents or urban renewal
investors in Nigeria is government institution and foreign
organisation/agencies. Therefore, stakeholders’ participation
and involvement is important in addressing the problem of
sum and shanty town development of Port Harcourt garden
city. It affirms the findings of Shenzen, Yanpeng, Nalini,
Renfeng, Lichao, and Mingxing (2020) who acknowledged
the maximum number of investors (local government, private
developers, and urban villagers) that supposed to gain land
revenue from annihilation of town villages including Hubei
ancient village, thereby making direction for Shenzen’s
township expansion and conversion. In addition, other things
that contributed to the problem of Shenzen’s wurban
redevelopment procedure were integrated by way of people
that refused to dwell around Hubei accident village and
insistently clashed to reserve its architectural inheritance.
This is very clear from the assertion on government
institutions. This position notwithstanding, is the overall
implication of the information. To further buttress this fact,
data on determinants and investors of urban village and
redevelopment in Nigeria were summarised on table 2.

Table 2: Redevelopment Stakeholders for Port Harcourt urban villages

Nigeria
SIN Urban Renewal Investors Frequency Percentage
1 Government Institution 165 49.9
2 Globa_l bodies on 85 256
environment
o | Nengernens | o
4 Communal Effort 28 10.7
5 Private developers 13 7.7
6 TOTAL 310 100.0

Source: Authors field survey 2021

Joint Indications Characteristics of Independent Variable on
Urban Villages of Nigeria

The findings of the research as shown in the regression table
below proved that the joint characteristics or indicators of a
slum or shanty areas (unapproved building buildings on
residential plots, deterioration /obsolete infrastructure,
uncontrolled informality, poor spatial arrangement, absence of
active landscape design, poor housing and environmental
condition and higher occupancy ratio) significantly designate
an urban villages shanty and slum in Port Harcourt city of
Nigeria. The R value of at 0,866 shows that there is a high
degree and positive relationship between the joint factors or
indication of slum development across the urban villages thus
implying that improvement on these variables will improve
urban environment. In the same manner, the R? Adj.at 0.736
showed that 73% of the variance observed in urban village
among the respondents is due to the joint indication or effect
of the independent variables. The findings revealed that the
joint indicators or factors that yielded an F(5. 310) Value of
277.225 and P value of 0.000<0.05. This findings revealed
that the nature of land uses activities in Port Harcourt
metropolis is relative poor . The deteriorated nature of land
use activities in urban villages found in Nigeria might not be
unconnected  with  heterogeneous  population.  The
transformation of urban villages especially in Nigeria were
inadequate rebuilding plans are not made is always difficulty.

Table 3: Joint Indications Characteristics of Independent Variable on Urban
Villages of Nigeria

Model Summary

R R. Square Adjusted R square | Std. Error of the Estimate
.866 731 .736 1.44682
ANOVA
2:?;; DF Mean square F Significant
Regression 2854.875 5 557.768 277.225 .000
Residual 1010.019 300 2.072
TOTAL 3964.705 310

a. Independent variable (constant), unapproved building buildings on
residential  plots, deterioration  /obsolete infrastructure,
uncontrolled informality, poor spatial arrangement, absence of
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active landscape design, poor housing and environmental condition
and higher occupancy ratio.

b. Dependent Variable: Urban Village Renewal

Source: authors field survey 2021
IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

While the renewal of the city village is expected given the
enormous role that such redevelopment play in upgrading
urban settlement, deliberate effort are however necessary to
ensure that the improvement of Port Harcourt urban villages
proceeds with urban renewal approaches and coordinated
manner. Realizing balanced renewal in villages situated in
urban areas required harmonised redevelopment or
preplanning approach to development. Urban village renewal
instruments and regulation mechanism in the area needs to be
strengthen and executed as a way of ensuring a sustainable
urban areas that improves the resident living standard. The
need to establish urban renewal department in municipal/state
government will also  encourage the redevelopment of urban
villages.

V. CONCLUSION

The research work focused on determinant and rejuvenation
of urban village in Port Harcourt region of Nigeria through
primary and secondary information acquired from the region
and literature respectively. The study was able to uncover the
totality of slum and shanty development that characterised the
study area. The result of the analysis shows that the
redevelopment of urban villages in some densities of Port
Harcourt region has been a contemporary phenomenal over
time and leading to spatial reordering of land uses and
discarding of informalities. This renewal is usually
accompanied by serious and new beginning (de novo) of an
urban village controlled from  decaying and deterioration
problems. The renewal or redevelopment of land uses of the
entire urban village may link to the improvement in the social,
economic, environmental and physical condition of the
village. The redevelopment of the area through the provision
of necessary infrastructure and relative  peaceful
anthropogenic activity makes the geographical area attractive
and act as a pollution free neighbourhood to both low income
and other class of residents and declining pressure on land
resources in the area.
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