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The questions of identity is not surprisingly near the base of most cultural critique today, especially if we 

consider the growth to renewed prominence in many differing locations and religions-where there was 

seemlingly none-of such a dissension manfests as that between 'self' (and) 'other', 'inside body' and ''outside 

around" hq versus per De;(hall72). Identity is no more the eternal or solid state, but a mutable construction 

emerged from historical, political and cultural connections. The body is read in postcolonial theory as a space 

of symbolic struggle between colonizing and colonized forces, its technologies of representation being disavowal 

and marginalization (Bhabha 95). In modern drama alienation is the subjective and the objective experience of 

a person that raise a sense of not being connected to society and its participants. As simulation and replica, 

drama is one of the few artistic practices that provides an exclusive stage to express these existential or identity 

crises. The essence of the Ruhr drama cannot be described as static, for it also involves foregrounding the 

production of knowledge, representation of ideology and deconstruction of discourse (Carlson 85). So the stage 

becomes a battleground of symbolism and representation, as we are once more left to wonder what it actually 

is to be us, and what kind of power has been made out of itself in us through time. In this evolution of the modern 

drama marginal groups have been able to find their lost voices in telling stories not as before unheard, or only 

truncated and disfigured by official or traditional literary discourse (Pavis 110). In the British and US cases these 

arguments have literal as well a historical, social and political representation differences. The Herero moral 

crisis of post-imperialism and its attendant colonized materialisation are, at least in British plays, apparent and 

even implicate theories on national and cultural identity as evolutionarily devised by Tom Stoppard and Caryl 

Churchill who mutually revised ancient theorems about nationality to suit or reflect recognizing class. At the 

same time, Black Drama/Minority Drama/Marginalised drama was born in American because of racial matter 

and class struggle in society. Like Arthur Miller and August Wilson. Playwrights such as Tennesse Williams 

focused their attention on urban culture. These were not just stories of crises of identity but visions of a new 

self against and resistant to exclusion and oppression. 
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ROOTING THE CONCEPTS OF IDENTITY AND ALIENATION IN MODERN 

ENGLISH AND AMERICAN THEATRE 
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REPRESENTATIONS OF CULTURAL AND POLITICAL ALIENATION IN MODERN 

ENGLISH AND AMERICAN THEATRE 

Modern theatre in England and the United States began in the second half of the 
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Fourth: Identity as Theatrical Performance – From a Fixed Essence to a Fluid Construction 

One of the most profound contributions of modern theatre is its deconstruction of the 
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