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ABSTRACT

Ethics and Human values play a fundamental role in shaping individual behavior and guiding social
interaction in contemporary Society. They are the guiding principles of life that contribute to the all round
development of an individual. Ethics, as a system of moral principles, helps individuals distinguish between
right and wrong and encourages responsible behavior within social, professional and intuitional contexts.
Likewise moral values have traditionally served as the foundation of human civilization. Values such as
honestly, respect, responsibility, compassion and fairness provide the moral foundation that influences
decision making and inter personal relationship. In the present age of globalization, materialism,
technological dominance and individualistic life style, the relevance of moral values is being consistently
challenged. Contemporary societies face numerous ethical challenges, including issues related to social
justices, environmental responsibility, technological misuse and moral dilemmas in professional and public
life. These challenges highlight the need for strong human values that promote integrity, accountability and
respect for human dignity. Ethical principles help individuals navigate complex social environments and
contribute to the development of fair and responsible communities. The role of human values and ethics in
modern society by exploring how moral principles influence social behavior, decision—-making, and
institutional practices. It also considers the importance of ethical education and value-based guidance in
addressing social challenges and promoting harmonious coexistence. Understanding the relevance of human
values and ethics is essential for fostering responsible social relationships, and supporting the development
of an equitable, just and compassionate society.
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INTRODUCTION

Ethics refers to the system of moral standards that helps individuals distinguish between right and wrong and
make responsible decisions in personal, social and professional contexts. Ethics and human values form the
moral foundation that guides individual behavior and social interaction within society. Human values are the
virtues that guide us to take into account the human element when we interact with other human beings
Human values are as respect, acceptance, consideration, appreciation, listening, openness, affection,
empathy and love towards other human beings, Together, ethics and values influence how individual
behave, interact with others, and contribute to the well-being of society. In contemporary society, the
importance of ethical principls and human values has become increasingly significant due to rapid social,
technological and economic changes. Globalization, technological advancement, and the expansion of
digital communication have created new opportunities for development and interaction. At the same time,
these changes have introduced complex ethical challenges related to social justice, environmental
responsibility, technological misuse, and professional integrity. These issues highlight the need for strong
ethical awareness and value—based decision making in shaping social relationships and promoting
harmonious coexistence within diverse communities. Values such as empathy, tolerance and mutual respect
encourage individuals to understand and appreciate cultural differences while maintaining social harmony.
Ethical behavior also strengthens trust within social institutions, workplaces and communities by promoting
fairness, accountability, and responsible conduct. Education and social institutions play a vital role in
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promoting human values and ethical awareness. Through value based Education, individuals can developed
moral reasoning, empathy and sense of social responsibility. These qualities help individuals make ethical
decisions and contribute positively to society. Ethical education also encourages critical thinking about
moral dilemmas and helps individuals understand the consciousness of their actions. Ethics and human value
in contemporary society is essential for understanding how moral principles influence, social behavior and
decision making. Strengthening ethical awareness and promoting human values can help address social
challenges and support the development of a more just, responsible and compassionate society. .Swami
Vivekananda gave importance to “man making education “not for money making education. Values are the
life blood of a civilized human society.

Objectives of the study:
The paper follows with certain objectives given below:

e To analyze the importance of moral values in shaping human personality and ethical behavior.
e To explore how ethical and moral values impacts on human life in contemporary society.
e To study the major factors behind modern ethical degradation in contemporary society.

METHODOLOGY

The paper has been prepared on the basic of secondary data like Books, News paper, periodicals, journals
etc.

Role of Ethics and Human values in personal and social Development:

Ethics is the foundation of our human relationship to ourselves and the world around us. The purpose and
role of ethics has always been the preservation of the human being as a person, human dignity, and the
conditions for leading a good life. Ethical Principle provide the foundation for moral decision making by
guiding individuals in determining what is right, fair and responsible in different situations. These principles
are based on widely accepted moral values such as honestly, Justice, respect, responsibility and integrity. In
everyday life, individuals often encounter situations where they must choose between different courses of
action, some of which may involve ethical dilemmas. Ethical principle help individuals evaluate these
situations carefully and make decisions that reflect moral responsibility and respect for others. Ethical
principles serve a guide in making decisions that promote trust and maintain social and professional
integrity. Likewise Human values play a vital role in shaping individual character and guiding social
behavior. Values such as respect, responsibility, compassion, honesty, and fairness influences how
individual think, act, an interact with others in different aspects of life. These values serve as moral
guidelines that help individuals make responsible decisions and contribute positively to society. In both
personal and social contexts, Human values promote ethical conduct, mutual understanding, and harmonious
relationships. Individuals who develop strong values are more likely to demonstrate integrity, self-discipline,
and empathy in their daily lives. These qualities help individuals build confidence, manage challenges and
make thoughtful decision.

Human values are equally important in shaping social development. In communities and societies, shared
values create a sense of unity and cooperation among individuals. Values such as tolerance, respect for
diversity and social responsibility encourage people to work together for the common good. These
Principles help maintain social harmony and reduce conflicts by promoting understanding and respect
among different cultural and social group. Human values also contribute to responsible citizenship and
community participation. By guiding individual behavior and encouraging ethical interaction within
communities, human values help build a society that is based on respect, Justice and cooperation. Promoting
and practicing human values therefore maintains a vital aspect of sustainable personal and social
development.
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CONCLUSION

In contemporary society, ethics, values, and human life are intricately linked. Ethical Principles guide
individuals in making responsible decisions and fostering positive interactions within society. Values like
honestly, respect and compassion are fundamental to building strong relationships and contributing
positively to the community. Human values which are the core belief and Principles that shape behavior,
influence every decision and relationship we make. They play a crucial role in creating meaningful
connections and building a society where everyone can thrive. So in the fast-paced competitive wired world
of today, the significance of moral values such as honesty, empathy, cooperation, service, academic, and
technological achievements may lose their meaningful purpose. Family remains the most influential
environment for initial value formation; society enlarge the circle of influence ,and education refines the
character and equips the individuals with both knowledge and ethical compass promoting ethical awareness
and strengthening moral values can help address contemporary social challenges and support the creation of
a fair, Just, compassionate, and responsible sustainable society.
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